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welcome
BY E M MA WAT ERM A N

ED I TOR

These days we take the seatbelt and
indicator for granted. Indeed, many of
us forget there was a time, not so long
ago, when these vital safety features
weren’t a standard inclusion on all cars
on the road. Needless to say, car safety
has come a long way since then. From
driverless technology to night vision,
this edition we round up some of the
top safety-related technologies set to
revolutionise the way we drive. Head to
page eight to find out more.
From the Alice Springs Show to the
Hidden Valley V8 weekend, we’ve
travelled far and wide across the
Territory these past couple of months.
As a member organisation, feedback
from you – our members – is vital in
helping us improve AANT Membership.
So, we decided to hit the road and get
talking to the AANT community.
To read about what we’ve been up to,
head to page six.
When it comes to travel, we venture
south to explore the rugged beauty of
Tasmania (page 20). From pink granite
bluffs and colourful gardens of moss,
to Tasmanian Devils and crystal clear
waters, there’s plenty to discover
in Australia’s southernmost state.
Otherwise, if you’re looking for things
to do around the Territory, head to
page 23 for a guide of some of the best
events in the coming months.
Remember to keep your eyes peeled
for all the regular content and member
benefits scattered throughout the
magazine. From motor news (page 7)
and reviews (page 16) to competitions
and expert advice, there’s more than
enough to keep you busy.
Happy and safe motoring!

Emma Waterman
Editor

in brief

insight

NOTICE OF AANT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the 52nd Annual General Meeting of the Automobile
Association of Northern Territory Inc. will be held at the Mantra Esplanade, Darwin, on
Tuesday 27 October 2015 at 6pm.

BUSINESS
1. To confirm the minutes of the
Annual General Meeting held on 21 October 2014.
2. To receive the Annual Report and Audited Accounts
for the year ended 30 June 2015.
3. To elect three members to the Council in accordance
with Rule 17 of the Rules of the Association.

Since launching at the end of April, AANT’s fuel-discount partnership with United
has been an overwhelming success. Already, more than 8700 members have
used their fuel-discount card when filling up, resulting in savings of more than
$155,000. This puts us on track to reach our targeted savings goal of $500,000 for
the program’s first year. The program has been so well received by the Territory
community that AANT has had many new members join, just to take advantage of
the exclusive member offer of a 6c discount on every litre of fuel.

• Mr Grant Fenton
• Mr Mark Olivetta
• Mr David Loy
4. To appoint an auditor for the 2015–16 financial year.
5. To deal with any other business of which due notice has been given.
By order of the Council.

CONGRATULATIONS!
AANT would like to congratulate our members who
represented the Northern Territory at the 2015 final of the
Auto Club Golf Challenge (ACGC) on the Gold Coast in May.
Jeff and Lyn Heap, from Darwin Golf Club, finished with a
collective score of 127, while Alice Springs competitors Daniel
and Jacqui Boylan finished on 115. Both our successful teams
enjoyed the hospitality and camaraderie of the annual event,
which sees teams from auto clubs around the nation battle it out
for the top spot.
If you’re interested in taking part in the 2016 ACGC, check
www.aant.com.au for information on the two Territory qualifying
events to be held later this year.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
In accordance with section 44 of the Northern Territory of Australia
Associations Act, the audited statement of accounts of the AANT Inc.
will be available for inspection by members at:
AANT: 2/14 Knuckey St, Darwin, from 13 October 2015.

VOTING AT THE
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
In accordance with Rule 15 of the Rules of the Association, only financial Full and Life
members of the Association are entitled to vote at meetings of the Association.
If you are unable to attend the AANT Annual General Meeting at 6pm on Tuesday
27 October 2015, and you want another person (your proxy) to attend and vote on your
behalf, you can choose any person who is a member of the AANT as your proxy, or you
may choose the Chair of the Meeting to act on your behalf. Proxy forms are available
at: AANT, 2/14 Knuckey St, Darwin or www.aant.com.au
NOTE: The appointment of a proxy relates solely to any vote taken at the Annual
General Meeting (AGM) or any adjournment of that meeting. The completed Proxy
Form should be mailed to AANT, addressed as follows: AGM Proxy, General Manager,
AANT Inc., GPO Box 2584, DARWIN NT 0801. In accordance with Rule 34, completed
Proxy Forms must be received by the General Manager before 5pm on Wednesday,
21 October 2015.

Congratulations to the following AANT competition winners from ntmotor June 2015.
Win a GPS: C O’Brien, Mataranka

Win a booster seat: T Lesneuck, Anula

WIN

A BRITAX PACK

When you’re travelling with children in the car, finding the perfect child restraint isn’t the
only thing to worry about. A world leader in child restraints, Britax also stocks a range of
other products to help take the fuss out of travelling with young kids. This edition, we’re
giving ntmotor readers the chance to win a great prize pack including window shades; a
back seat mirror – so you can see children in rear-facing car seats; a seat protector; and a
stroller organiser.
For your chance to win, write your name, address
and AANT Membership Number on the back of
– or inside – an envelope and post it to:

B Y DAV I D L OY

A ANT P RESIDENT
AANT has had another exciting three
months, with some great outcomes
for our members. After many years
of hard work and advocacy, building
relationships with government and
industry bodies, there has finally been
some relief for Territorians when it comes
to fuel pricing. I thank the team at AANT
for their hard work in achieving such a
positive outcome.
Figures recently released by the
Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission indicate that many areas of
the NT have had some of the cheapest
fuel prices in Australia in the past few
months. In June, Darwin was the lowestpriced capital city in Australia to buy fuel;
Katherine was lower than any Australian
capital; and Alice Springs was cheaper
than Brisbane, Canberra and Hobart. If
we contrast this with pricing in December
2014 and January of this year – when
Darwin was up to 25c and Alice Springs
up to 45c more expensive than the
national average – this is a great story for
NT motorists.
One factor that has contributed to
these fairer fuel prices has been our
partnership for member-discounted fuel
with United Petroleum. This partnership,
which has added some competitive
activity to the market, has been
extremely well received by our members.
Over the first couple of months, almost
9000 members used the offer, resulting
in more than $150,000 of savings.
Last, but certainly not least, I would
like to congratulate and welcome the
inaugural CEO of AANT, Mr Byron
Henderson. Byron comes to AANT
at an important time of growth and
development, and I look forward to
working with him and the rest of the
AANT team to deliver on our new
strategic plan.

David Loy
AANT President

WIN a Britax pack
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801
Conditions: The competition commences 14 September with the last mail on 6 November 2015. Total prize pool is valued at $88.85. Entry is open
to all AANT Members. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey
Street, Darwin, at 2pm 9 November 2015. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published
in the December 2015 issue of ntmotor, published 30 November. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction
with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800
ABN 13 431 478 529.

Win a camping pack: L Quinn, Yulara

sept 2015

This edition we’re pleased to welcome on board
Byron Henderson, who has been appointed as
AANT’s first-ever Chief Executive Officer.
Mr Henderson comes to AANT from a senior role
at Territory Insurance Office (TIO), and has previously
worked at the Bank of Queensland and National
Australia Bank. He’ll be focussed on leading AANT’s
2015–2020 strategic plan, which aims to grow membership, member benefits
and motoring advocacy throughout the Territory.

UNITED UPDATE

The following nominations for election to the Council
have been received, with three to be elected:

COMPETITION WINNERS

4

NEW AANT CEO

Images @ iStock.

www.aant.com.au
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motor news

Paris bans old cars
Paris is set to enforce a blanket ban on heavy-polluting vehicles in
the coming months in a bid to help reduce fog in the
French capital.
Starting from this year, vans and light trucks registered
before 30 September 1997 will no longer be
permitted to enter the city centre. Then, from
next year, the same mandate will be applied to
coaches, buses and trucks registered before 30
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2020, only cars registered after 2011 will be allowed
to enter the city centre.

Fun
fact:

On the road with AANT

New car diary

Over the past few months, AANT has been out and about in the Territory
community getting to know our members.

O

verwhelming results from research
conducted earlier this year
revealed that our members were
keen to see more of AANT in the Northern
Territory community. So, during June and
July, we left the office and spent some time
with you – our members.
Before the June school holidays began,
we headed to Alice Springs and conducted
our first-ever vehicle safety checks. During
the free member inspections, our trusted
Approved Repairers checked everything
from tyre pressure to brake fluids, to ensure
members were safe before hitting the road
for the holiday break.

Next up, we set up membership focused
pop-up shops in shopping centres in Alice
Springs, Palmerston and Casuarina, where
members could come and learn more
about AANT and the products and services
we offer.
Coinciding with the Hidden Valley V8
weekend at the end of June, we had an
exclusive trackside tent, where members
could relax and recharge their phones at a
portable charging station. Finally, in July,
we joined the Territory show circuit and held
AANT displays at the annual Alice Springs,
Katherine and Darwin shows.
During the two months, the AANT

community expanded with many new
members signing up. What’s more, we
met with many of our rural members for
the first time and received great feedback
on the new United fuel offer. We’d like
to thank our partners who assisted us
during these events, including Northern
Territory Department of Transport, St John
Ambulance and Thrifty.
Over the coming months, we’ll be
continuing to increase our presence in all
regions across the Territory so make sure
you look out for an event near you.
Image © AANT.

A LONELY PLANET PACK
From travel insurance to accommodation, there’s plenty to organise before heading overseas. So, it’s no
wonder that some of the smaller items get forgotten in the packing process. Not only is Lonely Planet
a supplier of great travel guides, but it also stocks a whole range of other travel essentials. This edition,
one lucky ntmotor reader will win a Lonely Planet prize pack, including a foldable duffle bag, water bottle
and a world digital alarm clock.
For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT Membership Number on the back of – or
inside – an envelope and post it to:
WIN a Lonely Planet pack
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801
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Conditions: The competition commences 14 September with the last mail on 6 November 2015. Total
prize pool is valued at $99.85. Entry is open to all AANT Members. The first entry drawn that fulfils the
competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at
2pm 9 November 2015. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The
winner will be published in the December 2015 issue of ntmotor, published 30 November. Prizes cannot
be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The
promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT
0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

Ford Ranger
When the Ford Ranger goes on sale
locally in the coming weeks, it will be
the most advanced ute in Australia.
With 24 variants, the range includes a
choice of two engines and a manual
or automatic transmission. High-tech
safety and convenience features –
available in an option pack – include
radar cruise control and forward
collision warning. The sleek SUV-style
interior also includes Ford’s latest
infotainment system. In line with the
additional standard equipment, prices
are expected to rise for the Australiandeveloped ute, which Ford has dubbed
as ‘smarter, safer, stronger’.

WIN

Image © iStock.
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Toyota HiLux
It’s been 10 years in the making, but
in just over a month, Toyota’s eighthgeneration HiLux is due to land in
Australia. New underpinnings will deliver
better steering while the cabin has been
refined to offer passengers greater style
and comfort. The towing capacity has
increased to 3500kg, and new petrol
and diesel engines are set to deliver
improved fuel efficiency. The HiLux is
expected to come with a five-star safety
rating, and will be the first heavy-duty
ute to be sold in Australia with a rearview camera as standard. Pricing for
the HiLux range is expected to start at
$21,000 and peak at $60,000.

Kia Optima
The fourth-generation sedan will arrive in
Australia later this year with a sharpened
aesthetic. An all-new turbo-charged
engine, coupled with a six-speed automatic
transmission, is on offer for those looking
for a high-performance option in the midsize car market. Kia has not yet confirmed if
the hybrid variant will make it down under.
Suspension has been tailored to Australian
conditions in order to deliver better
handling and ride. Inside, Kia promises a
greater level of comfort with new premium
materials, and more supportive seats.
Android Auto and Apple CarPlay will help
owners integrate their smartphones with a
sleek eight-inch touchscreen.

A CAMPING PACK

Ever wondered what type of fish you’ve got on the end of your line? Or maybe you’re looking for the next
secret camping spot in the Top End? You’ll be set with this great prize pack, which includes a camping
guide with maps to the NT; the comprehensive fishing book, What Fish is that?; plus, a 24-can esky to
keep your drinks chilled.
For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT Membership Number on the back of
– or inside – an envelope and post it to:
WIN a camping pack
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

Conditions: The competition commences 14 September with the last mail on 6 November 2015. Total prize pool is
valued at $79.85. Entry is open to all AANT Members. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will
win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at 2pm 9 November 2015. The winner
will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the December
2015 issue of ntmotor, published 30 November. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be
used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern
Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.
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Gizmos:
the safety edition
We’ve come a long way since seatbelts and indicators ruled as the most
innovative safety features in vehicles. This edition, we look at some of the
top safety-related bells and whistles set to change the driving experience.

1

Predictive forward-collision warning

You may have heard of automatic emergency braking
(AEB) – a system that monitors the vehicle directly ahead
and, if needed, can apply the brakes without any driver
intervention. Now, Nissan has taken the idea one step further
and developed technology to monitor the speed of a vehicle
two cars ahead. Using sensors to scan the road for hazards,
the driver is warned when a risk is detected via a display on
the dash, an audible warning and tightening of the seatbelt.
With the ability to monitor situations that would usually be
obscured from the driver’s view, predictive forward-collision
warning reduces the potential for pileup collisions caused by
slow reaction times.

2 	Driverless cars
The idea of letting go of the steering wheel and allowing a
computer to take over may be a little scary for some drivers;
however, many elements of this technology are already on
our roads today. Lane-keep assist, for example, uses cameras,
lasers or sensors to detect if a driver has drifted outside
their lane and, if needed, automatically adjusts the steering
without any input from the driver. Other cars that are already
on our roads can steer and brake on their own when travelling
at low speeds, while many others can park themselves.
Although it’ll still be some time before you can pick up
a completely driverless car from your local dealer, these
developments are the precursors to an entirely autonomous
car. Indeed, the driverless Audi RS 7 recently completed a full
lap of the Hockenheim Grand Prix track, while Google’s fleet
of autonomous vehicles have already clocked up thousands
of kilometres.

8
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Image © iStock.
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The virtual mirror streams footage
from a camera on the back of the car.

You can see the pedestrian that would
usually be obscured by the car’s pillars.

Night vision

Ghost car

3 	No more blind spots?
Ever wondered if there was a way to eliminate blind spots? Turns
out you’re not alone. Car makers such as Cadillac and Nissan have
come up with a novel approach to help reduce blind spots caused
by the conventional rearview mirror. Basically, this time-honoured
feature will be replaced by an LCD screen that streams footage
from a camera mounted on the back of the car (see image above).
The virtual rearview ‘mirror’ – which can also operate like a normal
mirror if needed – is said to increase a driver’s field of vision by
about 300 per cent. Plus, with the camera sitting outside, you don’t
need to worry about headrests, passengers or cargo obstructing
your view. With a similar goal in mind, Jaguar Land Rover has
developed ‘see-through’ pillars, which are seen on their latest

concept car. Under this technology, screens embedded on
the car’s pillars display a live video feed captured by cameras
outside the car, allowing drivers to see anything the pillars would
ordinarily obstruct.

4

Automatic collision notification

To help reduce the potentially devastating effects of road crashes,
car manufacturers have begun to introduce automatic collision
notification (ACN). In the event you’re unable to call for help, the
vehicle will transmit an alert to emergency services and relay critical
information about the location and severity of the crash.

5

6

Ghost car GPS

Do you ever lose track when listening to directions from your
GPS unit? Well, Jaguar Land Rover thinks they’ve come up with a
solution with their Follow-Me Ghost Car Navigation. As the name
suggests, they’ve literally designed a ‘ghost car’ (think Mario Kart
or Gran Turismo), that’s projected onto the car’s windscreen for the
driver to follow. The idea behind the prototype sat-nav system
is to get the driver from A to B while keeping their eyes on the
road ahead and reducing distractions, such as looking out for
street signs.

Night vision

Night vision isn’t just the stuff of spy movies – it’s also made its way
into the automotive world. While it was first seen on cars in the early
2000s, systems have dramatically improved since then. The secret
here is infrared sensors that detect warm objects on the road ahead –
such as animals or pedestrians – that would usually be well beyond the
reach of headlights. This is then captured by cameras and projected
either onto a monitor or the windscreen via heads-up display.

Images © Nissan, Jaguar Land Rover, Mercedes-Benz.

Save 15% on
travel insurance
Take advantage of
the special discounts
offered to AANT
members.

Nissan Patrol Cab Chassis
(2008-current)
3 star ANCAP safety rating

Big. Heavy. Tough. Deadly?
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Travel insurance you can trust.
If your car is less than 5 stars, you may not
make it home alive. Safer cars save lives.
Make sure safety is your top priority when choosing
your next car. If it doesn’t have the maximum
5 star ANCAP safety rating, cross it off your list.

Accept nothing less.
ancap.com.au

•
•
•
•

Budget and Premium levels of cover
Annual travel policies for frequent travellers
Cover for individuals, couples and families
A low priced Bali specific insurance policy

You should consider the Product Disclosure Statement available in shop, at aaant.com.au or call 8925 5901 before making any decision about this product.
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Show Your Card & Save

Show Your Card & Save
10% OFF * AT REPCO

AANT Members Top End Out Special!
Pick up an Apollo Motorhome in Broome or Darwin and travel one
way to any other Apollo branch to receive a HUGE additional 25%
discount on TOP of the standard 10% members discount + NO
One Way Fee and NO Broom Surcharge.
Book by the 15th October and pick up any vehicle type between
1st of November and the 19th of December to receive this massive
discount.

Travel at your own pace with Apollo

As an AANT Member you’ll get 10% off a wide range of parts,
accessories and lubricants.
And if some Repco Know How is what you need, our friendly,
expert staff are always ready to share their knowledge to help
you get the job done. Repco has over 90 years of motoring
Know How supplying parts, accessories and advice to
millions of Australian drivers and motoring professionals.
So if it’s time to change your oil
or give your car a little extra care
get into Repco.

www.repco.com.au
DON’T FORGET TO SHOW
YOUR CARD & SAVE.
*Excludes discounted and catalogue lines, motor vehicle & marine batteries,
transmissions, engines & cylinder heads, satellite navigation equipment, gift
cards, combo deals and trade purchases. Store stock only.

To book or find out more visit
www.aant.com.au/Travel/ApolloMotorhome

R422496_MAR

Discount only available to current AANT members when booking through AANT. Valid for travel in Australia only.
Apollo rental terms and conditions apply. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer.Subject to availability.

422496_SYC&S_AD_10%OFF_AANT_120x90_MAR.indd 1

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
To obtain the benefits under the AANT Show Your Card & Save program,
members must show their membership card in a participating retail outlet,
or quote their member number if transacting via phone or internet, at the
point of payment to the relevant benefit provider for goods or services
provided. It is the responsibility of the member to ask for the Show
Your Card & Save benefit at the point of payment. The AANT gives no
warranty in relation to any goods, services or information provided by
Retail Partners participating in the program. Participation in the
AANT Show Your Card & Save program is subject to the full Terms
and Conditions of the program, which can be obtained from the
AANT Shop, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800. Any offers
extended under the program are subject to availability and
subject to the Terms and Conditions imposed by Show Your
Card & Save Partners and will not be redeemable for cash
or kind. Any benefits provided to the member cannot be
transferred, assigned, sold or otherwise retained. For AANT
Show Your Card & Save enquiries, phone 08 8925 5901 or visit
www.aant.com.au
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20/01/2015 3:25 pm

WHEN YOU SHOW YOUR CARD IN STORE
OFFER ENDS 30th SEPTEMBER 2015
Show your Autoclub card and receive 20% off your purchase.
20% is calculated off the RRP and is available on Dunlop Tyres.
Excludes light truck. Not to be used in conjunction with any
other offer. Offer valid until 30th September 2015.

RI_004827_265Hx185W_NT_20%off_Dunlop_Tyres_AANT.indd 1

20/08/2015 1:02 pm
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Shop Ad

St John’s
First Aid Kit
Medium Size

•
•
•
•

Members Price

649

RRP $1,247

7.

$ 95
RRP $9.95

Lonely Planet
books

Shop Ad
Members Prices

Pocket

Members Price

27.95

$

Plan and book your
trip with expert
Discover
advice, travel tips and
Guide
destination information

13.99
$24.99
$20.99
$

e
Rang urs
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o
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Members Price

439

$

RRP $799

Hema
Motorcycle
Atlas

Korjo
4 x USB
Power Adapter

Members Price

Members Price

41.95

Members Price

Antler Camden
3-piece set

Juno Luggage
* Pink
*Orange
* Yellow
* Teal
* Blue
* Navy
* Black
* White

RRP From $19.99

RRP $32.95

Soft & hard case combination
Low profile lock
Light weight
360 degree easy glide wheels

Antler
Nimbus Luggage Set of 3

$

Members Price

31.95

$

539

$

$

RRP $45.95

RRP $34.95

RRP $967

NE W S
UR
COLO

Members Price

Go Travel
Mini Flashlight

17.

$

95

Members Price From

Assorted Kids
Books

RRP $19.95

Paul Smedley
Budget Rest Areas
Around Aust.
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Members Price

39.

$

95

RRP $49.95

7.

$ 95

RRP from $24.95

Go Travel
Back Pack
Small & Large

Members Price from

24.

$

95

RRP from $29.95

Alcolizer
Easycheck
Series - EC

UBD
Truckies Motoring
Atlas

Members Price

239

$

RRP $299

Members Price

24.95

$

RRP $34.95

Antler
Landscape
Business

Members Price

149

$

RRP $259

Antler
4 wheel
mobile office

Members Price

159

$

Antler
Tiber suitcas set of 3

RRP $269

Members Price

499

$

RRP $1,037

VISIT THE AANT SHOP, CORNER OF KNUCKEY AND SMITH STREET,
ORDER OVER THE PHONE ON 08 8925 5901 OR SHOP ONLINE AT
WWW.AANT.COM.AU
Catalogue offers valid from 15 September 2015 to 14 December or until stocks last.
Prices are correct at the time of print.

www.aant.com.au
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new car reviews

Mitsubishi
Outlander

Škoda
Fabia

Although the capable Mitsubishi
Outlander has been around for a while
now, it hasn’t generated the same level of
interest as other brands in the SUV market.
Now, the new and improved Outlander
might be just the thing Mitsubishi needs to
help turn this around.
VALUE FOR MONEY
An abundance of mix-and-match
combinations – including petrol or diesel,
front-wheel drive or 4WD and five or seven
seats – allows the Outlander to target
the needs of a variety of buyers. The
entry-level 2WD variant has a price tag of
$28,490; however, the XLS DiD variant we
tested will set you back $39,490.
Safety has been well considered with
seven airbags – including curtain airbags
– and a reversing camera standard across
the range. If you’re after greater safety
protection in the form of autonomous
emergency braking, or other nifty features
like adaptive cruise control and power
tailgate, you’ll need to fork out another
$7000 to upgrade to the Exceed variant.
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DESIGN AND FUNCTION
The exterior design of the Outlander is a
bit bland and, despite the LED daytime
running lights, it doesn’t stand out from
the crowd. This bland design is also carried
through to the interior, despite the use of
carbon-fibre-look trim. That being said,
the interior is functional, with nice touches
like the roof-mounted sunglasses holder,
convenient steering-wheel-mounted
controls and an easy-to-read digital display
on the dash.
ON THE ROAD
The Outlander is a capable off-roader, but
the soft suspension that helps soak up dirtroad bumps comes at the expense of a bit
of body roll (a slight swaying feeling as the
car turns) on undulating sealed roads.
The 2.2-litre turbo-intercooled diesel
engine is a gem. It’s responsive across the
rev range and ample power means you can
overtake with confidence. What’s more,
the on-road noise reduction is a huge
improvement on the outgoing model.

The petrol variants have a continuously
variable transmission, while the diesel
comes with a six-speed automatic
transmission.
SUMMARY
Sitting at the more capable end of the
seven-seater SUV market, the Outlander
will suit buyers who like taking their SUV
off-road from time to time.
OUTLANDER XLS DiD
POWER
110kW @ 3500rpm
TORQUE
360Nm @ 1500–2750rpm
PRICE AS TESTED
$39,490
FUEL CONSUMPTION
5.8L/100km
GREEN VEHICLE GUIDE RATING
CRASH RATING (ANCAP)
WARRANTY
5 year/100,000km

Škoda’s all-new third-generation Fabia is
an affordable city car, pitched at young,
smartphone-centric drivers.
VALUE FOR MONEY
The entry-level Fabia 66TSI hatchback is
well priced, starting at $15,990; however,
if you don’t want a manual, you’ll need
to opt for the 81TSI wagon, which starts
from $20,290. Both the Fabia hatch and
wagon are well kitted and the star of the
standard features is the City Emergency
Brake system – Škoda’s version of
autonomous emergency braking. This is
complemented by the multi-collision brake
system, which automatically holds the car’s
brakes on after an accident, helping to
prevent further collisions. Slick infotainment
technology includes a 6.5-inch touchscreen
and SmartLink – a system where users
can connect their smartphone to the car’s
touchscreen via Apple CarPlay and
Android Auto.
DESIGN AND FUNCTION
Space is the dominant theme in this

city car and the cargo area comes with
a twin-level storage arrangement and
cargo net. Customising the Fabia is easy
with the Colour Concept option, which
allows you to choose a different colour
roof, mirrors and wheel rims. However, this
customisation can take up to four months,
as the parts need to be purpose built in the
Czech Republic.
ON THE ROAD
The Fabia’s 1.2-litre petrol engine is
available with two different power
outputs. The 66TSI engine is matched
with a five-speed manual transmission,
while the more powerful 81TSI is paired
with a seven-speed DSG transmission.
Both combinations offer an excellent fuel
economy of 4.8L/100km. This frugal figure
is achieved, in part, by Škoda’s Green Tech
system. This features start-stop technology
– allowing the engine to switch off when
in idle. It also features brake energy
recuperation, a system that uses energy
that would otherwise be lost to charge the
car’s battery when the brakes are applied.

Overall, the Fabia is quiet; however, the
engine can be loud in the DSG models
when driving downhill, as the gearbox
automatically drops to a lower gear to
assist the engine in braking.
SUMMARY
The Fabia’s low entry price combined with
class-leading safety features makes it an
ideal car for city-living, tech-savvy buyers
with a modest budget.
FABIA 66TSI HATCHBACK
POWER
66kW @ 4400–5400rpm
TORQUE
160Nm @ 1400–3500rpm
PRICE AS TESTED
$15,990
FUEL CONSUMPTION
4.8L/100km
GREEN VEHICLE GUIDE RATING
CRASH RATING (ANCAP)
WARRANTY
3 year/unlimited kilometres

www.aant.com.au
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used car review

motoring

Ask an expert…

Ford Focus

I think I’ve purchased contaminated fuel,
as my car’s been driving irregularly since
filling up. What should I do?

2008

Image © iStock.

Getting contaminated or low quality fuel is rare, but it can happen. In
these cases, your car will either drive irregularly – or simply come to a
stop – immediately or shortly after topping up your tank.

It’s a good idea to always get a receipt when filling up, especially
if paying with cash. This should show the amount purchased, the fuel
type, the time and date and, in some cases, the pump number.

First, make sure you haven’t simply put the wrong type of fuel in
your car; petrol instead of diesel for example. If you have, don’t
start your car and call AANT Road Service for help.

If your car has to go to the mechanic to be fixed, make sure they
don’t dispose of the fuel, as you’ll need a decent-sized sample for
testing. Get them to keep a minimum of 500ml in a sealable glass
container to support your claim.

However, if you do think it is low-quality fuel, start by contacting
both the fuel outlet and their head office to let them know there’s a
problem. Chances are, if there’s genuine contamination, you won’t be
the only one and they’ll have some customer guidelines in place.
It’s unlikely that they’ll provide a refund or help cover the cost of
repairs if you don’t have supporting documentation and a sample of
the fuel.

If you believe you’ve purchased below-standard fuel, you can
also make a complaint to the Australian Government by visiting
www.environment.gov.au/fuelquality or calling 1800 803 772.
Find out more by calling AANT's Technical Advisory Service
on 1300 661 466.

Automobile Association of the Northern Territory
If you’re after a good, compact, Europeandesigned car, you should have no problems
finding a used Ford Focus to suit your needs.
With hatchback, sedan and convertible
models available, there’s something to suit a
variety of tastes and lifestyles.

PRICE RANGE

CL hatch (manual) $5800–$8200
LX hatch (auto) $7400–$10,400
Zetec (auto) $8100–$11,400

PRICE WHEN NEW
CL hatch (manual) $20,490
LX hatch (auto) $25,990
Zetec (auto) $28,490

AVERAGE KILOMETRES
104,000km

CRASH RATING (ANCAP)

★ ★ ★ ★ 5 stars with safety pack

GREEN VEHICLE GUIDE RATING
★★★★

All three Focus variants – the CL, LX and
Zetec – use the smooth and economical
2.0-litre four-cylinder petrol engine, which
was also featured in the Mazda3. The engine
provides a more than adequate level of
power and a reasonable fuel consumption
figure of about 8-9L/100km. Side-front
airbags are standard across the range, while
models that were purchased with the optional
safety pack will also include curtain airbags.
The trimmings on the entry-level CL variant
are quite basic, right down to steel wheels,
manual rear window winders and manual
mirrors. The LX has features over and above
the CL, including four power windows, power
heated mirrors, cruise control, fog lights
and 16-inch alloy wheels. The Focus’s strong
handling is epitomised in the sporty Zetec,
which also boasts 17-inch alloy wheels, sports
suspension, a rear spoiler and interior sports
trim. All things considered, the top-spec
Zetec is the best value proposition.
Overall, the Focus is quite reliable, but
some South African-built variants have been
reported to have build-quality problems.
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This includes instances of poor panel fitting
and carpet on the rear seats becoming
unglued. Customers have also complained
about engine pinging, which occurs when
the Focus is accelerating and running on
unleaded petrol. Although Ford suggests
ULP is acceptable for the 2.0-litre petrol
engine, the vehicle tends to perform
better with 95 PULP. Finally, some ageing
Focuses may have experienced failures with
automatic transmissions.
All variants come with a timing chain
engine and there aren’t any unusually high
servicing requirements. Servicing is required
at 15,000km or 12-month intervals, costing
about $200. A major service every 60,000km
will cost around $600. Like most Europeanbased cars, the brake pads and rotors may
require replacing more frequently than most
Japanese equivalents, so factor this into your
servicing costs.
In 2008 the Ford Focus was a style leader
and, seven years down the track, it’s kept the
good looks at an affordable price.
All car reviews are compiled by AANT Head of Technical and
Automotive and Australia’s Best Cars judge, Mark Borlace.
Prices shown for used cars are approximate dealer retail prices
for vehicles in average-to-good condition. These
prices will vary depending upon vehicle condition and
kilometres travelled. Source –
Glass’s guide. For full range
of prices, contact AANT
Technical Advisory Service
on 1300 661 466.

approved repairers
mechanical repairers

WINNELLIE Winnellie Auto Ctr 1–8
370 Stuart Highway
8984 4448

ALICE SPRINGS Peter Kittle Motor Co
46 Stuart Highway
8955 4200

WOOLNER Paul’s Service Centre
6 Charlton Court
8941 1322

ALICE SPRINGS Centralian Motors
Corner North Stuart Highway
and Dalgety Road
8952 2333

ALICE SPRINGS St John Ambulance
74 Sargent Street
8950 0600
BERRIMAH Hidden Valley Auto Ctr
9 Hidden Valley Road
8947 0060
CASUARINA Ultra Tune 1–8
3 Dripstone Road

8945 2122

COCONUT GROVE
Ben’s Automotive Service Centre
47 De Latour Street

8985 5455

COCONUT GROVE Prompt Auto Repairs Pty Ltd
14 Travers Street
8985 6733
PALMERSTON Atic Mechanical Repairs
17 Beresford Road
8932 2002
PALMERSTON Ultra Tune
3 Muluka Street
STUART PARK
NT Automotive Group
34 Stuart Highway

8931 3411

8946 4444

STUART PARK Brian Turner Automotive
35 Stuart Highway
8981 9191
WINNELLIE NT Auto Repairs
9 Steele Street

8947 4746

WINNELLIE St John Ambulance
7 Raphael Road

8922 4435

WOOLNER
Auto Inspection and Road Service
15/34 Bishop Street
8981 7333

specialist repairers

automotive windscreens

ALICE SPRINGS
Trusty Glass (O’Brien Glass agent)
31 North Stuart Highway
8952 3322

diesel specialists

BERRIMAH MTQ Engine Systems
20 Anictomatis Road
8984 3953

crash repairers

ALICE SPRINGS Andrew Paterson
49 Priest Street
8952 6360
BERRIMAH Boscato Panel Works
1140 McMillans Road

8984 3137

DARWIN Darwin Crash Repairs
2 Finniss Street

8981 4000

WINNELLIE B & S Body Works
85 Winnellie Road

8947 2251

COCONUT GROVE
Windscreens Territory
2 Totem Road

8948 1288

YARRAWONGA
Top End Windscreens
4 McCourt Road

8932 4040

1 Engine tune-up

STUART PARK O’Brien Glass
38 Stuart Highway

8981 4612

3 Major engine repair

automatic transmissions

mechanical repairer
categories
2 Minor engine repair and vehicle servicing
4 Steering and suspension

YARRAWONGA Mick Taylor Automatics
4618 McEnzie Place
8983 1231

5 Brakes

automotive electrician

7 Clutch, manual transmission and rear axle

BERRIMAH
Cooltech Auto Electrical & Airconditioning
4/4 Moo Street
8947 2685
COCONUT GROVE
A&C Automotive Electrics
Unit 1/6 Travers Street

•

8948 1244

6 Electrical

8 Automatic transmission
9 Air conditioning

Where no categories are shown,
the repairer is approved in all nine.

•AANT Battery Service Centre
www.aant.com.au
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Wild
at heart
From thick carpets of rainforest and pink granite
bluffs to dazzling white sand and playful fur seals,
Australia’s southernmost state is a land of natural
beauty. Story: John Pedler

A

ccording to Thomas Lempriere,
the Commissariat Officer at the
penal colony of Sarah Island,

‘Echidnas often formed a favourite dish
on the tables of the officers and, when
properly stuffed with sage and onion and
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roasted, had all the taste and flavour of
goose.’ Now we know.
My visit to this tiny island in Macquarie
Harbour, Tasmania, was part of a Gordon
River cruise. Home to 400 convicts, Sarah
Island was infamous for its harsh working

conditions, lousy food and inordinate
number of floggings. It later became a
productive shipyard, operating right up
until 1834 when a gang of convicts nicked
the last vessel built and sailed it to Chile.
For ship builders, the rot-resistant Huon
Pine was the prize and, with some trees
dated at over 2000 years old, it’s one of
the world’s longest living species. Our
cruise followed the river deep into pine
territory, where a thick carpet of rainforest
runs unbroken to the water’s edge. It was
in these wilds that convicts performed
the strenuous chore of cutting timber

and hauling it back to the island. Perhaps
they would have benefited from the fresh
coffee and blueberry muffin that I enjoyed
on the sunny deck of the boat. Back in
the harbour-side township of Strahan, the
rollicking pantomime, The Ship that Never
Was, has been retelling the yarn of the
convicts’ boat-stealing caper every night
for 22 years.
The Gordon River region is part of the
Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage
area – a place of ancient forests and button
grass moorlands covering 20 per cent
of the state. In the northern part of the

protected area, the craggy spires of Cradle
Mountain tower above picture-perfect
Dove Lake. This is also the starting point
of the Overland Track – a 65km hiking trail
linking Cradle Mountain to Lake Sinclair,
Australia’s deepest lake. Our group opted
for a shorter stroll along the shores of Dove
Lake. With winter approaching, the peaks
of Cradle Mountain were flecked with snow
and, following an early morning shower,
waterfalls tumbled down the cliff faces.
The rain had also brought out the rich
yellows and reds of the tree trunks, and
a colourful garden of mosses and lichens

www.aant.com.au
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what’s on NT

travel

3 SEPTEMBER –
1 NOVEMBER

14 OCTOBER

16–23 SEPTEMBER

18–25 OCTOBER

17 SEPTEMBER –
12 NOVEMBER

22–25 OCTOBER

27 SEPTEMBER

11 NOVEMBER

Desert Mob
Araluen
Celebrating 25 years, Desert Mob will showcase
hundreds of work including paintings, sculpture
and weavings. The exhibition encourages
innovation in contemporary Aboriginal art.
www.desart.com.au

At the Cradle Mountain Tasmanian Devil
Sanctuary, I discovered that tenderness
among devils has its limits. Apparently
these adorable little monsters will snuggle
together on a chilly night, but when food
arrives all bets are off. And sure enough,
when a possum carcass entered the
arena, the bonds of affection were quickly
broken amid blood-curdling snarls and an
unseemly tug-of-war.

In the morning I headed off on the
25-minute walk up to the saddle ridge
that hangs between Mt Amos and Mt
Mayson. It’s a steady, relatively easy ascent,
wandering among great lumps of granite.
The view to the west across Great Oyster
Bay grows increasingly distracting with
altitude, but the scene from the top is
breathtaking, and not just because of the
climb. The bottom portion of Freycinet
National Park is connected to the rest of
the peninsula by a narrow strip of land; on
one side is Promise Bay and on the other
side are the blue waters and dazzling white
sands of Wineglass Bay. The rest of the
palette is made up of wilderness green,
and behind it all looms another range of
granite peaks. In the highly competitive
world of tourism, this is the view that graces
many a travel publication and simply says
‘beat this’.

On Tasmania’s east coast, Freycinet
Peninsula must be one of the most scenic
places on earth. Dominating the landscape
is a range of pinkish-tinged granite bluffs
known as The Hazards, which occupy most
of the central section of Freycinet National
Park. I was staying at the Freycinet Lodge
hotel, which sits at the foot of the range,
inside the national park. The hotel deck
overlooks a tiny inlet of crystal-clear water
framed by a rocky point and a small jetty.
Beyond lies the broad expanse of Great
Oyster Bay, leading to the rest of Tasmania.
As I looked out across the bay, Australian
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PREVIOUS PAGE: Cradle Mountain;
a curious Tasmanian Devil; Wineglass Bay.
ABOVE: Picnickers out the front of
Freycinet Lodge; fresh oysters from
Freycinet Marine Farm.
Images © Tourism Tasmania.
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John travelled courtesy of RACT
– our sister auto club in Tasmania.
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$50

Separated from the Australian mainland
for around 12,000 years, our southernmost
state has developed unique environments
and ecosystems. And unless you’re a
convict-era echidna, Tasmania’s wild and
rugged beauty makes it a fascinating place
to explore.

r

detach here

Only 15 minutes from the lodge, the
Freycinet Marine Farm serves up delicacies
like garlic scallops, oysters in ginger and
soy, and mussels topped with tomato and
chilli sauce. As fresh as seafood can be –
short of jumping in the ocean with your
mouth open – most of the delights come
from the waters behind their rustic,
al fresco cafe.

*Conditions Apply

www.AshmorePalmsGoldCoast.com.au

*Voucher Conditions
The $50 accommodation voucher is
available for use at Ashmore Palms Holiday
Village for stays of 4-nights or more that fall prior
to 30th June 2017. Voucher is not redeemable for
cash. Maximum one voucher per reservation. The
voucher is redeemable on the accommodation tariff across
all holiday cabin styles, subject to availability.

fur seals flopped about on the rocks
and played in the sea, before making their
way towards the shore for a pre-sunset
curtain call.

coated the rocks and fallen logs.

Darwin International Film Festival
Deckchair Cinema
Now in its sixth year, this international
festival will showcase 12 world-class
films over eight days. The program
also includes Q&As with film makers
and a weekend workshop.
www.darwinfilmfest.com.au

Alice Springs Night Markets
Alice Springs
Whether you’re shopping, eating or simply
soaking up the atmosphere, this monthly market
is the perfect way to spend your Thursday night.
Catch Alice’s local talent on the centre stage.
www.alicesprings.nt.gov.au

Ride2Work Day
Various locations
The largest celebration of commuter riding in
Australia aims to bring communities together to
celebrate the benefits of riding to work. If you’ve
never ridden to work, this is the perfect
day to start.
www.bicyclenetwork.com.au

World Solar Challenge
Darwin to Adelaide
In a road race like no other, this challenge sees solar cars
traverse 3000km across the country to claim the title of the
world’s most efficient electric car.
www.worldsolarchallenge.org

Oktoberfest
SKYCITY, Darwin
From pretzels and bratwurst to
Fräuleins and an Oompah Band,
Oktoberfest brings a little slice
of Germany to the Top End over
four fun-filled days.
www.skycitydarwin.com.au

Botanic Gardens Twitchathon
Darwin Botanic Gardens
This free bird-spotting competition is sure to
be great fun for seasoned bird watchers and
novices alike. Plus, there are prizes up for
grabs in a range of categories.
www.parksandwildlife.nt.gov.au

Remembrance Day
Various locations
Commemorate the 97th anniversary
of the end of the First World War
and remember those who lost their
lives. Services will be held in Darwin,
Palmerston, Katherine and Nhulunbuy.
www.dcm.nt.gov.au

10 OCTOBER

22 NOVEMBER

Outback Bling and Black Ball
Gemtree
Enjoy a three-course camp-oven dinner
under the stars then dance the night
away to music from Darwin-based
band, Dr Elephant. The black-tie event
brings a touch of class to the bush.
www.gemtree.com.au

Christmas Craft Fair
Tactile Arts
Get your Christmas shopping started
early at one of Darwin’s most-loved
market events. With 50 stalls selling
everything from clothing to pottery,
there’s something for every family member.
www.tactilearts.org.au

Got an event you’d like promoted? Email ntmotor@raa.com.au
Images © iStock, Bart Van Overbeeke, Lisa Hatzimihail.
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