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welcome

inbrief

insight
B Y R OBE R T BR A DL E Y

BY KIM W IL L MER

EDI TOR

AANT P RESID ENT

Part and parcel of living in the
Northern Territory is that the rough
and tumble environment means our
vehicles chew through their tyres at
a much faster pace. Consequently,
a visit to the local tyre centre
comes around more frequently. But
what should you be considering
when making this grudge buy:
performance, noise, durability? On
page 6 we give out some helpful
advice on what to look for when
purchasing a new set of tyres.

At the time of writing this column, two
people in the territory have already
been killed in a single-vehicle accident,
where they’ve run off the road and
collided with a culvert. While culverts are
a necessary part of road construction,
with proven protective measures
available they need not be potential
death traps. We could argue that these
were preventable fatalities.

In other motoring news, the ntmotor
team also joined AANT’s Technical
Manager out on the road putting
two new vehicles on the market
through their paces, both on the
road and in our workshop. Read his
full assessment on the Suzuki Kizashi
and Subaru Liberty Exiga on
page 16.
For 4WD enthusiasts, page 22 is well
worth the read, as we’ve highlighted
10 of Australia’s best outback drives,
from the legendary Birdsville Track,
to the unforgiving Simpson Crossing.
Unfortunately, we can only feature
10 tracks and we’re not necessarily
saying they are the best, just 10 of
the best. So if you have a gem of a
drive that wasn’t mentioned,
write to the ntmotor Editor at
ntmotor@raa.com.au and share
your experiences.
Or please the whole family these
school holidays and head east to
Queensland. The question is: to the
South East or the Tropical North?
On page 20 we help you decide
between the reef and rainforests of
the Tropical North, and the sun, sand
and sea of the South East.

NOTICE OF AANT
ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the Forty-Seventh
Annual General Meeting of the Automobile
Association of Northern Territory Incorporated
will be held at the Mantra Esplanade, Darwin,
on Tuesday, 19 October 2010 at 6 pm.

BUSINESS
1. T
 o confirm the minutes of the Annual
General Meeting held 20 October 2009.
2. T
 o receive the Annual Report and Audited
Accounts for the year ended 30 June 2010.
3. To
 elect three members to the Council
in accordance with Rule 17 of the
Rules of the Association.
The following nominations for election to
the Council have been received, with three
candidates to be elected:
Mr
 Doug Philips
Mr
 David Booth
Mr
 Graeme Buckley
4. T
 o alter the Rules of the Association, Rule
32(a) from: ‘seven (7) days’ to ‘at least
fourteen (14) days before any general
meeting and twenty-one (21) days before
a special general meeting’, consistent with
sections 44 and 37 of the Associations Act.
5. T
 o alter the Rules of the Association, Rule
30(c) to include: ‘Voting at a Special General
Meeting will be the same as per section 47
of the Rules of the Association’, consistent
with section 37 of the Associations Act.
6. T
 o alter the Rules of the Association,
Rule 8 to include: ‘At any time the
Association must maintain a minimum of
five (5) members’, consistent with section 26
of the Associations Act.
7. T
 o appoint an auditor for the 2010–11
financial year.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
In accordance with section 44 of the
Northern Territory of Australia Associations
Act, the audited statement of accounts of the
AANT Inc. will be available for inspection
by members at:
AANT, 79–81 Smith Street, Darwin, from
4 October 2010.

VOTING AT THE ANNUAL
GENERAL MEETING
In accordance with Rule 15 of the Rules of
the Association, only financial full and life
members of the Association are entitled to
vote at meetings of the Association.
If you are unable to attend the AANT
Annual General Meeting at 6 pm on Tuesday,
19 October 2010 and you would like another
person (your proxy) to attend and vote on
your behalf, you can choose any person who
is a member of the AANT as your proxy or you
may choose the Chair of the Meeting to act
on your behalf. Proxy forms are available from
AANT, 79–81 Smith Street, Darwin, or from
www.aant.com.au
NOTE: The appointment of a proxy relates
solely to any vote taken at the Annual General
Meeting (AGM) or any adjournment of
that meeting.
The completed proxy form should be mailed
to AANT and addressed:
AGM Proxy,
Operations Manager, AANT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801.
In accordance with Rule 34, completed proxy
forms must be received by the Operations
Manager by 5 pm on Wednesday,
13 October 2010.

8. To deal with any other business of which
due notice has been given.
By order of the Council

competition winners
Congratulations to the following winners from ntmotor June 2010:
Holden HT Premier Sedan model – S Butcher, Stuart Park.
Alcolizer Easy Check Personal Breathalyser – S Manz, Darwin.
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Minimising roadside hazards is a key
component to reducing our road toll.
Governments should pay for road safety
with dollars not lives.

New insurance era
A new agreement with TIO, effective 1 August 2010, means AANT staff will no longer be issuing
general insurance policies as an agent for TIO.
So what does this mean for AANT members? You’ll still be eligible for a discount when
contacting TIO directly, saving 10 per cent on home, motor and boat insurance premiums.
For those members already receiving a member discount on existing business, a 10 per cent
discount will apply on renewal of that policy.
There are several benefits for AANT members being referred directly to TIO:
 s an AANT member you’ll receive a 10 per cent discount on eligible home, car and
A
boat insurance.
You’ll

be dealing with a trusted, locally owned company with over 28 years of experience of
providing insurance in the Northern Territory.
Y
 ou can talk to a TIO consultant via a dedicated phone number or at one of their
conveniently located branch offices.
If you are not already receiving a discount on your insurance, call TIO now on 8946 2400 and
take advantage of this exclusive member offer.
Disclosure: AANT will receive a fee equal to five per cent of the insurance premium on policy
inception or renewal.

win

a model Chrysler AP6 Valiant Regal

‘Every year Valiant gets better’ was Chrysler’s catchcry in 1965 and, with Chrysler unable
to keep up with demand, it seemed the Australian buying public agreed. The AP6 was
more than just a facelift, with new engines, transmission and brakes, as well as the first
V8 engine offered by a local manufacturer. Externally, the AP6 also featured new rear
and front styling, most notably the stunning, three-sectioned grille.
For your chance to win an accurate 1:43 scale model of the Chrysler
AP6 Valiant Regal in maroon, write your name, address and
AANT membership number on the back of –
or inside – an envelope and post it to:
ntmotor Chrysler AP6 Valiant Regal competition
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

Conditions: The competition commences 13 September 2010 and closes with the last mail on 19 November 2010. Prize value is in Australian dollars. Total prize
pool is valued at $39.95. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at the AANT, 79–81 Smith Street,
Darwin, at 2 pm Tuesday, 23 November 2010. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the
December issue of ntmotor, published on 13 December 2010. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc, 79–81 Smith Street,
Darwin NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash.

Recommendation 12 of the 2006
Road Safety Task Force, which in
November 2006 the government made
a commitment to implement, involved
the introduction of a comprehensive
Graduated Licensing Scheme that
would see:
a
 minimum learner licence period
of 12 months, including motorcycle
licences, for all drivers under the age
of 25, and six months for drivers 25
years or older
 provisional licence period of two
a
years or 12 months for drivers 25
years or older.
The report also recommended that
coordination be undertaken territorywide by a senior-level group comprised
of key government agencies, TIO,
AANT, and an acknowledged road
safety expert.
As this coordination group has not
convened in over 12 months and the
Graduated Licensing Scheme has not
been implemented, the AANT has to
question the government’s commitment
to improving road safety in the
Northern Territory.
Another of our road safety concerns
is making sure children are restrained
correctly when they travel
in vehicles. While
high-quality child
restraints are available
for purchase from
AANT’s Darwin
office for a
discounted member
price, drivers in the
Top End can also
hire restraints from
Kidsafe at reasonable
rates. For details
contact Kidsafe
on 8985 1085.

www.aant.com.au
www.aant.com.au
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Peace of mind in a box

Tread carefully

The New Yale Certified Safe Range

Forking out for new tyres is part and parcel of driving a car, but what
exactly should we be looking for when making this purchase decision?
ntmotor sheds some light on the dilemma.

1300 LOCK UP (1300 562 587) yalelock.com.au

Sorry to disappoint, but a tyre that
has all these functions doesn’t exist.
Accepting a trade-off between high
performance, quietness and tyre life is
the first step in the process of choosing
your new tyres.
Regardless of the choice you make, you
need to make safety paramount, as worn
tyres can be fatal. Testing undertaken
by Australian motoring clubs revealed
that, when compared with new tyres,
worn-out tyres require an extra 40 per
cent in braking distance at 80 km/h – the
equivalent of almost three car lengths.
Vehicle manufacturers have spent
time and money developing a vehicle’s
handling, ride and braking capacity, and
the tyre they recommend is important
for maintaining this performance. The
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correct tyre information for your car
will be on the tyre placard – a small
information sticker found on either the
door jamb, inside the glove box, or under
the sun visor.
A high-performance tyre with good
grip will cost more and may last fewer
than 20,000 kilometres, compared with
40,000 kilometres for a tyre designed to
live longer. Long-life tyres made of hard
compounds generally do last longer, but
may not grip as well, be noisier and
ride harder.
Hard acceleration, cornering and
braking will also put additional stress on
tyres and cause them to wear earlier. If
you’re driving regularly on winding or hilly
roads, you may be better off with softer
tyres for cornering grip; either way, these
conditions can wear a tyre out at twice the
rate of those driven on straight, flat roads.
The only part of a tyre to wear under
normal use is the tread, so retreading can
give an otherwise good tyre another life.
However, the use of retreads on a
vehicle driven at sustained high
speeds or in high-performance situations
is not recommended.

Run flat tyres are fitted to some
luxury European cars and offer the
convenience and safety of not having
to change a deflated tyre on the
side of the road. The catch is that
they’re expensive and there may be
the temptation to replace them with
cheaper conventional tyres of the same
load, speed and size requirements,
which isn’t recommended.
Once you’ve decided on the type of
tyre that best suits your requirements,
shop around, as the tyre market is
competitive. Just make sure the quote
you receive includes all costs, such as
fitting, balancing and new valves. If your
tyres have worn unevenly, your car may
need a wheel alignment; if they haven’t
and the car steers normally, then an
alignment won’t be necessary.
Also be wary of buying second-hand
tyres because unless you know their
history it’s difficult to assess any
hidden damage.
For more information on buying
new tyres, contact the AANT Technical
Advisory Service on 1300 661 466 or
email techadvisory@raa.com.au

MS0852_ ASSA ABLOY Australia Pty Limited ABN 90 086 451 907 © 2010

Other than car buffs, no one skips i
nto the tyre shop happy to shell out
several hundred dollars, or sometimes
a couple of thousand, for new tyres.
For most of us, tyres are a grudge buy
because we expect them to last a long
time. We also expect them to provide
plenty of grip, be quiet on the road
and comfortable.

Yale Certified Safes have been designed to protect your most valuable possessions. We have
combined the latest technologies and materials with new research and centuries of experience
to create a range of safes that are tested to the most demanding requirements. Whether you are
at home or on holidays, you can relax in knowing your most treasured possessions are secure.

An ASSA ABLOY Group brand

www.aant.com.au
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motornews

roadsafety

the right
track

Rolling ahead

Falcon feat

Image © Photolibrary.

2010 has proved a notable year for the Ford Falcon, which
is celebrating its impressive 50th birthday and in the process
becoming the longest-running vehicle nameplate in Australian
motoring history. However, it doesn’t stop there.

With 2010 National Rail Safety Week just been and gone, ntmotor turns
the spotlight on safety at railway level crossings.
Each year, a number of Australians
lose their life by tempting fate at level
crossings. A recent national study of 87
fatal level crossing incidents revealed that
there is a significant lack of awareness
among drivers about the dangers of
flouting the road rules relating to level
crossings, with nearly half occurring from
unintentional driver error.
Considering the speed trains travel at,
the potential for large-scale tragedy is
considerable, and motorists need to keep
in the forefront of their minds the dire
consequences that can result from not
following basic road rules.
Disturbingly, most incidents are the
result of inattention or people failing to
recognise the risks associated with level
crossings. While some level crossings
throughout the state do require an
upgrade to improve safety, statistics show
that the majority of locomotive versus
automobile crashes occur over active level
crossings that are fitted with boom gates,
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The Falcon has recently racked up another achievement, with
its utility being awarded a five-star safety rating – the highest
possible – from Australia’s leading independent vehicle
safety advocate, the Australasian New Car Assessment
Program (ANCAP).
The five-star rating applies to six- and eight-cylinder models
fitted with ESC, head and chest-protecting side airbags and
tunnel-mounted transmission control gear shift.
The Ford Falcon has proved an ANCAP success story, with the
FG sedan becoming the first Australian-made vehicle to achieve
the maximum safety rating back in 2008. Now the utility result
will see Ford boast a five-star Falcon fleet.
This latest achievement is positive news for the local
manufacturing industry, with yet another Australian-made
vehicle scoring the highest safety rating possible from the crash
test program.

Recently ntmotor visited the research and development
centre of the seventh largest and one of the fastest
growing tyre companies in the world – Hankook. One of
this company’s significant developments is the use of silica
compound technology in tyres to improve a vehicle’s
fuel consumption.
As a wheel rotates, the tyre tread in contact with the road
flexes, stretches and recovers, and it’s this mechanical
action that uses energy which could be used to propel the
vehicle. Making the tyre harder isn’t a reasonable solution
as this would have a negative impact on tyre grip
and safety.
But with the addition of silica to the composition of the
tyre tread, the rolling resistance of the tyre is lowered,
but without a reduction in its wet grip capabilities. The
technique here is to have the silica evenly distributed,
and this is where Hankook has apparently perfected
the science.
Hankook also uses ultra-fine particle carbon black in its
Ventus R-S3 tyre, which at approximately 10 microns is onethird the size of a typical carbon black particle. The friction
between the carbon black particles increases as they
become smaller, improving the grip of the tyre.
Perhaps the best indicator of Hankook’s ability to make
world-class tyres is the recent news that the company is
considering becoming the control tyre for Formula 1.

flashing lights and audible warnings. This
highlights the critical need for motorists
to exercise greater care.
Importantly, if you approach a give way
or stop sign at a rail level crossing, slow
down and be prepared to stop. You’re
obligated to follow the sign’s instructions
and wait behind the stop line for an
oncoming train or tram to pass.
Pedestrians approaching level
crossings are also urged to be evervigilant when crossing a railway line. If a
pedestrian gate at a crossing is closed,
remember it’s closed for a reason, and
jumping the barrier would only create
unnecessary risk, putting you directly in
the path of an oncoming train.
Trains are deceptively fast and quiet, so
it’s always best to play it safe rather than
risk misjudging the distance between
you and an oncoming train. Whether it’s

top safety tips
Trains can arrive from either
direction at anytime – check
both ways, a second train may
be coming.

A Redex Tribute
In the 1950s the best way to sell a new model vehicle was to ‘race on Sunday and sell on Monday’. For powerful cars, winning
Bathurst was the key and if reliability was the sales pitch, it was the Australia Redex trial that had to be won.
The Redex built Peugeot’s reputation as a tough reliable car and recently the manufacturer retraced these early steps in the
Peugeot 3008 Redex Tribute, with ntmotor going along for the ride. Chewing up the kilometres effortlessly, our bitumen journey
was a far cry from the signature dust seen at the original Redex trials.

It’s not easy to judge the speed
of trains – they can’t stop quickly,
so always give way.
Flashing red lights at level
crossings mean stop.
Never drive around lowered
boom gates – a train is coming.
You must not overtake another
vehicle that is stopping or has
stopped at a level crossing.
Only enter a railway level crossing
with enough space for your
vehicle to stop clear of the tracks.

day or night, always be attentive when
approaching a railway level crossing.
65mm x 186mm Outlines.indd 1

19/5/10 3:48:19 PM9
www.aant.com.au
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Special AANT Member offer

3 months free
access fees
Offer

PlUS

10% Off Monthly
access fees for
the remaining
3
21 months of
t
rac
nt
co
ur
yo

2

ends 30.11.2010 (unless extended)

Nokia X6 8GB
$0 Upfront on
the $29 Cap
over 24 months1.

(Total min cost $696)

3.2 inch touchscreen
5.0 megapixel camera
Built in GPS with Ovi maps
Multi-format media player

NOW INCLUDES
IN-CAR TECHNOLOGY
Your local Repco is a store you can turn to whether you are a motoring
enthusiast or an everyday driver. A place where you’ll get the benefit of over
85 years of expertise on everything auto – ranging from spare parts, seat covers,
car care, travel and touring accessories, picnic rugs, oils and lubricants.

Repco – proven expertise, honest advice and outstanding value.
*10% off applies to full retail price and cannot
be used in conjunction with any other offer or
discount. Discount does not apply to purchases
of car navigation devices, motor vehicle and
marine batteries, engines, gift cards, any trade
purchases and Trade Workshop Equipment.
Discount does not apply to purchases from the
Repco Authorised Service network.

Over 280 stores nationwide. To find a
store near you or trading hours, please
call 133 227 or visit www.repco.com.au

set

g

E
0

002355 347328

20/08/10 11:31 AM

Beaurepaires

If you are looking for a real and authentic holiday, why not get
back to basics and hire a Britz Campervan? Britz gives you the
freedom and flexibility to travel around Australia. Pack up the
family or grab your mates and head to the coast, the outback or
the bush – it’s your holiday… go your own way.

If you are in the market for tyres & wheels call in and
see the experts at Beaurepaires. AANT members
receive 10% off most products and services with our
newly released member discount plan.

Call AANT on 08 8925 5901 or visit www.aant.com.au

Receive 10% off the purchase of any Dunlop, Goodyear or Sava
passenger, 4WD or Light Truck tyres.* Receive 10% off the purchase of
any car or 4WD wheel alignment.* Receive 10% off any Tyre & Wheel
Package (must include 4 tyres & 4 wheels).*

SempbeercOiafferls

Better value. Pure and simple.

M

THR2198-3

Bell Direct is the trading name of Third Party Platform Pty Ltd (ABN 74 121 227 905), an Australian Financial Services Licensee (AFSL 314341) and a Participant of the Australian Securities Exchange (“ASX”). Learn more at
belldirect.com.au where you can read our Financial Services Guide and the relevant Product Disclosure Statement or Prospectus before accessing or investing in any of our Products or Services. Bell Direct does not provide
investment advice. You should consider your own financial situation, objectives and needs before investing. To be eligible, the member must join Bell Direct via belldirect.com.au/aant/registernow/ and place their first trade.
$200 will then be deposited into their Bell Direct trading account to be used for brokerage or to purchase shares.

ntmotor sep 2010

Who you can turn to for great
AANT member offers.

DM10_060_AANT_V3.indd 1

& Wheels*

Exclusively for AANT members – receive $200 when you
open a trading account and place a trade.
At just $15 you get better value for your online trades.
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Approved customers only. Not available to existing Vodafone customers who wish to upgrade. 1. Minimum monthly spend is
$29. Early exit fee: $29 x months left on contract. Unlocking fee applies. 2. Offer available until 30 November 2010 to existing
AANT members who sign up to the Nokia X6 on the Vodafone $29 Cap over 24 months online via store.vodafone.com.au/AANT
or over the phone via 1300 139 062. Current AANT membership number must be supplied at the time of connection &
connection must be in the name of the AANT member. 3 months free access will be applied as a $29 credit to your first,
second and third bills. Offer applies to access fees only. Any charges for additional or excluded services will still apply.
Not transferable and not redeemable for cash. 3. Offer available until 30 November 2010 to existing AANT members who
sign up to the Nokia X6 on the Vodafone $29 cap over 24 months online via store.vodafone.com.au/AANT or over the phone
via 1300 139 062. Not transferable and not redeemable for cash. 10% off offer applies to GST exclusive price of the monthly
access fee only & will be applied as a credit to each of your bills between months 4 - 24. 10% off applies to access fees only charges for additional or excluded services will still apply & will not be discounted. Facebook is a Trademark of Facebook INC.
Vodafone Pty Limited ABN 76 062 954 554. DM10_060

10%
OFF
Tyres, Services

F

Check your tank. We’ve added $200 to it.

www.aant.com.au

Call 1300 139 062 or visit store.vodafone.com.au/AANT
To get FREE dElivERy to your home or office

Don’t forget to show your card & save.

ready

AANT special offers only available when you sign up over
the phone or online before 30 November 2010

*

Speak to your AANT Travel Consultant for details. Applicable to
campervans only. Bookings direct with AANT Travel. Conditions apply.

*

*Discount off best negotiated price, not available in
conjunction with any other offer.

beaurepaires.com.au/aant

www.aant.com.au
www.aant.com.au
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approvedrepairers
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A & C A U T O MO T I V E E L E C T R I C S
Newly appointed AANT Battery Service Centre, A&C Automotive Electrics,
is approaching its 19th year in business as an auto electrical and air
conditioning specialist and is certainly not new to the territory. Owner
Chris Tinning set up shop after learning his trade as an auto electrician and
recognises the importance of providing good service to his customers, as do
his six staff members. The Coconut Grove workshop is now equipped with
the latest in battery testing and also stocks a full range of batteries. To check
the health of your battery, make sure you pay A&C Automotive Electrics a visit
at Unit 1/6 Travers Street.

MINIT Remotes Advert 124x92mm Casuarina 2010 Print.pdf 20/08/2010 2:24:02 PM

AANT MEMBERS SAVE
AT DRUMMOND GOLF
UP TO

10%
O

*

FF

C

M

Up to 10% off all your golfing
equipment from Australia’s Premier
Golf Retailer Drummond Golf

Store Location:

Y

DARWIN
53 Stuart Hwy
(08) 8981 7029

CM

MY

CY

CMY

10%* OFF ALL - Bags, Buggies (excludes
motorised buggies), Apparel, Footwear,
Accessories, Secondhand Equipment and
“other” branded golf clubs.

K

5%* OFF ALL - Balls, Motorised Buggies,

Pictured (left to right): Matt Ezzy, Glen Scholz, Aaron Irwin and Chris Timing.

MU F F L E R C I T Y DA R WI N
Having been around for 30 years, the Stuart Park workshop is by no means
new to the motoring scene in the Top End. But it wasn’t until three years ago
that current owner Geoffrey Laurence took over the reins, bringing a wealth of
experience from South Australia in all things towbars. In addition, Muffler City
can also assist with friendly expert advice on mufflers, exhausts and trailers.
Retaining a genuine, old-fashioned attitude to doing business, Muffler City
provides AANT members with an approachable environment and plenty of
one-on-one service.
Pictured (right): Geoffrey Laurence.

Package Deals and all Golf Clubs for the
following brands: Callaway, Cleveland, Cobra,
Mizuno, Odyssey, Ping, Scotty Cameron,
Srixon, TaylorMade and Titleist.

*Excludes voucher purchases, sale items and markdowns. Not available in conjunction with other offers.

For more information visit www.drummondgolf.com

Save up to 15% on
selected Dell products.
^

Dell’s great packages and great prices make
finding your perfect PC easy. Best of all,
as an AANT Member you can enjoy
up to 15%^ off selected Dell products.
Dell terms and conditions apply available at
www.dell.com.au/aant

^

Copyright: © 2010 Dell inc.
all rights reserved.

To buy, call us or go online
For complete and latest deals, go online

dell.com.au/aant
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Need purchase assistance?
Call our experts

1300 763 355
mon to Fri 8am–8pm,
Sat 9am–5pm,
Sun 9.30am–5.30pm (aeST)

1 Engine tune-up
2 Minor engine repair and vehicle servicing
3 Major engine repair
4 Steering and suspension
5 Brakes 6 Electrical
7 Clutch, manual transmission and rear axle
8 Automatic transmission 9 Air conditioning
Where no categories are shown,
the repairer is approved in all nine.
AANT Battery Service Centre

•

mechanical repairers

approved repairers
PALMERSTON Ultra Tune
3 Muluka Street

8931 3411

STUART PARK
Auto Inspection and Road Service
15/34 Bishop Street

8981 7333

STUART PARK Darwin Honda
1–2 Duke Street

8981 3827

STUART PARK Darwin Mitsubishi, Suzuki,
Ssangyong, Land Rover, Volvo
34 Stuart Highway
8946 4444

ALICE SPRINGS Peter Kittle Motor Co
46 Stuart Highway
8952 5500
BERRIMAH Hidden Valley Auto Ctr
9 Hidden Valley Road
8947 0060
CASUARINA Ultra Tune 1–8
Cnr Trower and Dripstones Roads
Casuarina Square Shopping Ctr
8945 2122
COCONUT GROVE
Ben’s Automotive Repair Centre
47 Delator Street
8985 5955
COCONUT GROVE
Prompt Auto Repairs Pty Ltd
14 Travers Street
8985 6733
DARWIN Bridge Autos Toyota
1 Stuart Highway
8946 0099
DARWIN Carmech
5–7 Carey Street
8942 3342
HUMPTY DOO
All Rural Mechanical
5 Vereker Street
8988 9746

WINNELLIE NT Auto Repairs
9 Steele Street

8947 4746

WOOLNER Paul’s Service Centre
6 Charlton Court

8941 1322

PALMERSTON
Palmerston Mechanical Centre
51 Georgina Crescent

STUART PARK
O’Brien Glass
38 Stuart Highway

8932 2532

STUART PARK Brian Turner Automotive
35 Stuart Highway
8981 9191
WINNELLIE Winnellie Auto Ctr 1–8
1427 Stuart Highway
8984 4448

specialist repairers
automotive windscreens

ALICE SPRINGS
Trusty Glass (O’Brien Glass agent)
31 North Stuart Highway (ARS 5031) 8952 3322

8981 4612

automatic transmissions
YARRAWONGA
Mick Taylor Automatics
4618 McEnzie Place

8983 1231

automotive exhausts
(also towbar specialist)

STUART PARK Muffler City
26 Stuart Highway

8981 4406

automotive electrician
COCONUT GROVE
A&C Automotive Electrics
Unit 1/6 Travers Street

8948 1244

crash repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Andrew Paterson
Crash Repairs, 49 Priest Street
8952 6360
BERRIMAH Berrimah Panel Works
1140 McMillans Road
8984 3137
DARWIN Darwin Crash Repairs
2 Finniss Street

8981 4000

WINNELLIE R J Panel Works
Sadgroves Crescent

8984 4570

WINNELLIE B & S Body Works
85 Winnellie Road

8947 2251

www.aant.com.au
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TERMS AND CONDITIONS
To obtain the benefits under the AANT Show Your
Card & Save program, members must show their
membership card in a participating retail outlet,
or quote their member number if transacting via
phone or internet, at the point of payment to the
relevant benefit provider for goods or services
provided. It is the responsibility of the member to
ask for the Show Your Card & Save benefit at the
point of payment. The AANT gives no warranty
in relation to any goods, services or information
provided by Retail Partners participating in the
program. Participation in the AANT Show Your
Card & Save program is subject to the full Terms
and Conditions of the program, which can be
obtained from the AANT Darwin branch, 79–81
Smith Street, Darwin, NT 0800. Any offers extended
under the Program are subject to availability and
subject to the Terms and Conditions imposed by
Show Your Card & Save Partners and will not be
redeemable for cash or kind. Any benefits provided
to the member cannot be transferred, assigned,
sold or otherwise retained. For AANT Show Your
Card & Save inquiries, phone 08 8925 5901 or visit
www.aant.com.au

mechanical repairer
categories

Automobile Association of the Northern Territory

Job Number: DLrCIb132506V
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Subaru Liberty Exiga
The popular Subaru Liberty range
has been extended to include a
six-seat people mover. Plus, with a
five-star ANCAP crash rating, the
Exiga confirms Subaru’s proud claim of
‘five-star cars across the range’.
VALUE FOR MONEY

Power

131 kW @ 6500 rpm

Torque

230 Nm @ 4000 rpm

Price as tested

$34,990

Fuel consumption

8.6L/100km

Green Vehicle Guide rating

★★★★★

Crash rating (ANCAP)

Not tested

Warranty

3 years/100,000 kilometres

Suzuki Kizashi
Suzuki’s name is bullet-proof in the
motorcycle industry, with the company
making well-engineered, powerful and
often class-leading products. Yet for
some reason, the car side of the business
is a poor cousin.
The small Suzuki Swift began a
turnaround in that perception and now
the larger Kizashi is likely to transform
its image even further.
VALUE FOR MONEY
The overall Kizashi package and
competitive pricing will make it a real
contender against the very popular
Mazda6 and Honda Accord Euro,
especially with the base model beginning
at $27,990 and topping out at $36,990 for
the XLS automatic. Some worry about the
depreciation associated with the Suzuki
name, but this appears to be changing.
The base model XL comes with 17-inch
alloy wheels, dual-zone climate control
air conditioning, keyless start and entry,
steering-wheel-mounted audio controls,
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seven-speaker audio system with MP3
and USB port, and, if you choose the
Continuously Variable Transmission (CUT)
option, cruise control is also standard.
The XLS version has the larger 18inch alloy wheels, front fog lamps,
an enhanced audio system, 10-way
powered driver’s seat with memory and
four-way powered passenger seat. The
ergonomics are also superior, with the car
boasting rain-sensing wipers, automatic
headlamps, photochromatic self-dimming
rear vision mirror and front and rear
parking assist. From the outside, you will
recognise the XLS by its sunroof and,
internally, by the leather upholstery.
DESIGN AND FUNCTION
The exterior design is quite
aggressive and Suzuki claims it’s used
Audi as a model in its approach to
car development.
The short body overhang helps with
the overall road handling packaging
and the distinctive triangle-shaped rear

The Exiga’s standard features list
rates well, and even in the base model
includes a child-distracting rear
DVD player with two wireless
headsets and remote control. The
cabin temperature is managed by
dual-zone air conditioning, which is
essential in the Northern Territory
summer, particularly for third row
passengers. The Premium version
road-tested also included bluetooth
technology, satellite navigation and a
reversing camera that features an onscreen display showing the path of
the car, according to the steering
angle selected.

DESIGN AND FUNCTION

ON THE ROAD

The Exiga offers plenty of room for
four occupants and has the capacity for
six. However, with the latter two occupants
seated in the third row, if your journey is
going to be longer than a short trip, you’ll
need to make sure that it’s children who
are seated in the small rear of the vehicle.
The additional 125-millimetre height
gives the Exiga good head room and, like
the Honda Odyssey, the Exiga doesn’t
look like a typical people mover from
the outside.

The Exiga is well behaved on the road,
providing the good ride and handling
for which Subaru is renowned. As it was
developed from the Liberty, the steering
is also light and accurate. The 2.5-litre
SOHC boxster engine and CVT are well
matched and the steering wheel paddles
allow for convenient control of the six
artificial gear shift points. A steel-beltdriven CVT transmission has been chosen
to help achieve fuel consumption gains
by automatically optimising the gear ratio
required. Plus, as with all Subarus, the use
of a symmetrical all-wheel drive system
assists handling, allowing drivers to
navigate low levels of mud, snow or sand
with confidence.

Inside, luggage room is reasonable
when all seats are in use; however, the
cargo space is particularly generous when
the third row of seats is folded away. There
is also some flexibility with a 50/50 split in
the second row of seats and a 60/40 split
in the third row. When it comes to security,
the Exiga uses security datadots that help
investigators identify stolen vehicles, and
this also deters vehicle theft.

Power

		

123 kW @ 5600rpm

Torque

		

229 Nm @ 4000rpm

exhausts are a nice touch. Internally it’s
well designed and, as for space, it has
everything you need in a mid-sized car.

Price as tested 		

Safety is also taken care of, with AntiLock Braking System (ABS), Electronic
Stability Control (ESC) and six airbags,
including head-protecting, side and
curtain airbags.

Crash rating (ANCAP)			

		

9.9L/100km

Green Vehicle Guide rating

		

★★★★

		

The Exiga is more of a large Liberty
than a fully fledged people mover and
nicely complements the range.

$41,990

Fuel consumption

Warranty

CONCLUSION

★★★★★
3 years/unlimited kilometres

ON THE ROAD
The Kizashi driving experience is where
it starts to separate itself from the rest of
the field, combining a good, solid feel
and handling with a comfortable ride.
The engine is its strength, pulling
strongly and continuously from above
2000 revs and, compared with other
six-speed manuals, it’s one of the better
category performers. For those who don’t
like manuals, there is a CVT transmission
available for an extra $2500 in the XL and
$2000 for the XLS.
CONCLUSION
As a brand Suzuki is underrated by the
market. As a product it’s the equivalent of
any other Japanese maker in the market
and with that said, the Kizashi will prove a
popular seller.
All AANT tests are conducted under the
road-testing and scoring regime of the
Australia’s Best Cars awards, which are
announced each December.

www.aant.com.au
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PRICE RANGE
2002 Neo Manual

$6200–$8700

2002 Maxx Manual

$6800–$9600

2005 Genki Manual

$7900–$11,100

PRICE WHEN NEW
2002 Neo Manual

$17,790

2002 Maxx Manual

$20,570

2005 Genki Automatic

$22,535

On track
The Southern Spirit – Australia’s newest and most exclusive
rail journey – will return in 2011, with Great Southern Rail
announcing a new itinerary and enhanced service.
In January 2011 The Southern Spirit will travel from Adelaide to
Brisbane and vice versa and explore four states over six days
and five nights, with the majority of train travel taking place
during daylight hours.
The journey includes a number of whistle-stop tours, including:
the Grampian Ranges, Ned Kelly country and the Murray River;
Dubbo and the Western Plains Zoo; the Hunter Valley; and Port
Stephens, Port Macquarie and Byron Bay.

AVERAGE KILOMETRES
95,000 kilometres

On board, guests will enjoy fine dining in the Queen Adelaide
Restaurant, meeting new friends in the Outback Explorer
Lounge, or just watching the breathtaking scenery unfold.

CRASH RATING (Euro NCAP)
★★★★

Mazda2 2002–05
Those in the market for a small car are
usually after a vehicle with space and
something that looks sleek – not boxy.
Although Mazda has recently finished
freshening up the look and styling of its
entire range, back in 2002 the Mazda2
was the company’s idea of a stylish
small car.

★★★★

Whether travelling overseas or within Australia, it’s important
to safeguard yourself before you go.
With a variety of plans to choose from and no excess on any
policies, AANT Travel Insurance is ideal for families, couples
and singles.

The cost of servicing is also reasonable.
The recommended servicing intervals at
10,000 kilometres or every six months will
set you back around $220, while major
services every 40,000 kilometres will
cost $550.
Small cars are popular in the used car
market and a Mazda2, which is cheap
to run, fairly roomy and easy to drive, is
about as good as you can get.

Book your trip of a lifetime aboard The Southern Sprit by
visiting the AANT office at 79–81 Smith Street, Darwin, or by
calling 8925 5901.

New benefits include: specific rental vehicle excess coverage,
age premiums commencing at 71 years+, and the duo option –
a premium that doesn’t cover dependants, so is cheaper than
a family option.
Drop into the AANT office at 79–81 Smith Street, Darwin, or call
8925 5901 to find out how AANT members can save 10 per cent
on Travel Insurance.

EU
SAV P

Take your kids for FREE 2,0
21
and your car as well.
^

$

TO

The 1.5-litre, 16-valve, four-cylinder
engine is a good little performer and
delivers about 7.0L/100km fuel efficiency
, so you’ll find first car buyers and those
wanting a young second-hand car to be
your main competition in the used
car market.

GREEN VEHICLE GUIDE RATING

R

All car reviews are compiled by AANT Head of Technical and
Automotive and Australia’s Best Car judge, Mark Borlace.

Enjoy a great value family
holiday this summer on
The Ghan or Indian Pacific.

Australia’s Largest Range of

Purchase 2 Adult Red Sleeper Service
tickets and your kids go FREE^.
Enjoy seeing Australia like never before as you
cross the continent north to south or vice versa
on The Ghan or east to west or vice versa on the
Indian Pacific.

CANOPIES

Flexiglass WorkEzy Range

Travelling in Red Sleeper Service
provides affordable comfort with:
• Compact Twin Share Sleeper Cabins
• Access to the Red Service Diner offering
meals, snacks and drinks for purchase
• Access to the Red Gum Lounge Car –
a great place to take in the ever changing
view from the panoramic window
• Complimentary afternoon tea served in
the Red Gum Lounge

Offer on sale 6 September to 31 December 2010
for travel 1 October 2010 to 31 January 2011.
CO M B O C A N O PY & T R AY

H I G H P R O F I L E C A N O PY

www.flexiglass.com.au
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$AUD per family one way

Adelaide - Alice Springs or v.v.

$1372*

Alice Springs - Darwin or v.v.

$1372*

Adelaide - Darwin or v.v.

$2744*

Indian Pacific fares also available.

MEMBER EXCLUSIVE
†
FREE MOTORAIL OFFER
Plus, as a Member of AANT when you book you’ll
be eligible for FREE Motorail transport for your car.
Imagine the convenience of having your own car
when you arrive without having to
spend a cent to get it there!

S M O OT H S P O R T S L I D

HOTLINE 1300 656 599
S M O OT H S P O R T S C A N O PY

FA M I LY

Prices shown for used cars are approximate dealer retail prices
for vehicles in average-to-good condition. These
prices will vary depending upon vehicle condition and
kilometres travelled. Source – Glass’s guide. For full range
of prices, contact AANT Technical Advisory Service
on 1300 661 466.

THE GHAN FARES

“Engineered for Excellence,
Designed for Life”

*

†

PE

There are three levels of the Mazda2:
Neo, Maxx and Genki. The base
model Neo has a decent amount of
standard features with dual airbags, air
conditioning, central locking, power
mirrors and steering. The Maxx includes
nice alloy wheels, a rear spoiler and
fog lamps. However, it’s the Genki, at
just over a $1000 dearer than the Neo,
that is the pick of the bunch, as it most
importantly includes ABS.

That the Mazda2 is mainly designed as
a city dweller is obvious, but surprisingly
it does well on the highway. It’s hard to
get the suspension right in small cars as
their lower mass means they react more
to undulations in the road, and they
therefore have to be well designed to
ride the bumps in the road. The Mazda2
does this effectively and doesn’t appear
to deteriorate with age – although some
need to have their front springs replaced
during warranty due to fouling on the
strut tower/bracket.

100% peace of mind

Book now - call 8925 5901, visit www.aant.com.au or drop into 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin
* Save up to $2021 price is based on 2 child fares at $836 in Red Sleeper per person on The Ghan, Adelaide to Darwin plus $349 Motorail at no charge to Members. Offer available for bookings from 6 September 2010 to 31 December 2010 for travel from
1 October 2010 to 31 January 2011. A non-refundable deposit per person is required at the time of booking. This amount is based upon the itinerary and travel date chosen. Credit card fees apply. Full payment is required 45 days prior to departure. For bookings
within 45 days of departure, full payment is due at time of booking. Seasonal surcharges may apply for departures outside advertised dates. All fares include fuel price surcharge and will be subject to availability at the time of booking. The stopover flexi-fare
policy does not apply to this offer. All fares and timetables are subject to change without notice. ^Conditions apply. Car and children travel free offer is based on 2 adults, 2 children and 1 car travelling in Red Sleeper Service at 2 x adult fares. Should there be
more adults or children travelling than described above, standard every day Red Sleeper Service fares apply based on the passenger type travelling. Offer only valid for children up to the age of 15 years. The car must be within Great Southern Rail’s Motorail
Conditions of Carriage. Travel Agent License No. TTA164190. AANT ABN 13 431 478 529. Travel Agent License No. LTA102. GSR15988/NTM/einstein
†

GSR15988_Red_Family_Offer_NTMotor_HPH_ƒ.indd 1
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travel

sunshine
showdown
By Christina Pfeiffer

Queensland offers so much more than just sun, surf and sea but who
does it better, the Tropical North or the South East?

If you’re dreaming of a holiday in
a warm, sun-drenched tropical paradise,
there’s no better place than the Sunshine
State. Two of Queensland’s premier
holiday destinations are Tropical
North Queensland, where the rainforest
meets the reef, and South East
Queensland, home to some of
Australia’s best beaches.
Tropical North QueenslanD
The gateway to Tropical North
Queensland is Cairns, a laid-back city
with a tropical vibe. One of its finest
assets is the Skyrail experience, a
six-person gondola which glides over
pristine rainforest, from Cairns to the
quaint hinterland village of Kuranda. Two
rainforest mid-stations, Red Peak and
Barron Falls, offer a chance to explore
the forest floor on boardwalks and in the
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Rainforest Interpretation Centre and to
experience scenic look-outs.
There are plenty of day trips to the
Great Barrier Reef, where you can
dive, snorkel or observe Australia’s
most famous natural wonder from a
glass-bottomed boat. You can swim all
year round, although stinger suits or
wetsuits are recommended to protect
against box and Irukandji jellyfish. For a
special treat take an exciting helicopter
flight over the reef and shimmering
aquamarine ocean.
The ocean is dotted with islands.
Dunk Island is close to the mainland and
has plenty of activities for a fun family
getaway; Green Island is a beautiful
coral cay; Bedarra Island is perfect for a
romantic getaway; and Lizard Island is
a pristine base from which to explore

the Reef. Or head further south to
the mecca of island adventure –
the Whitsundays, home to 74
beautiful islands.
Luxury lovers might like to spend a
few days in Palm Cove being pampered
in some of the state’s best luxury spas.
No trip to Tropical North Queensland
would be complete without a visit to
Cape Tribulation and the Daintree –
the oldest rainforest on the planet. It’s
an enchanted world, where Ulysses
butterflies and birds flitter among
pandanus trees and strangler figs, and
where the Mossman River cascades over
granite boulders. You can join a thrilling
crocodile-spotting tour, observing the
crocodiles from the safety of a boat as
they swim in the river or sun themselves
on mangrove-lined banks.

South East Queensland
With a warm and sunny climate that
encourages alfresco restaurants and
outdoor living, Brisbane delivers city
thrills with sub-tropical panache. It’s also
a sophisticated capital, with cool bars
and nightspots, galleries, museums and
great shopping.
Drive an hour north of Brisbane to the
Gold Coast, or south of the capital to the
Sunshine Coast and you’ll find some of
Australia’s best beaches. With plenty
of sun, sand and sea, the entire family
can relax on a classic Queensland
beach holiday.
Further up the Sunshine Coast lies
Noosa, a stylish beach resort with an
international vibe and one of Australia’s
iconic seaside destinations. But there
are other outstanding beaches patrolled
year-round – Surfers Paradise on the Gold
Coast, Mooloolaba Beach and Golden
Beach on the Sunshine Coast.
Surfers will love Alexandra Headland,
Moffat Beach and the Noosa Festival of

win

Surfing. If you’re considering bringing
the pet dog, book a beach house near
one of the many off-leash beach areas
like Buddina Beach, Sunshine Beach and
Mudjimba Beach.
For a little more adventure, put the
four-wheel drive in gear and roll onto
Rainbow Beach, past towering sand
dunes and coloured sands, or take the
car on the ferry to Stradbroke Island.
Rainbow Beach is a gateway to World
Heritage-listed Fraser Island, while
Stradbroke Island and Moreton Island
are sand islands that can be visited on a
day trip from Brisbane.
Away from the sea, the hinterland is
a world of rolling hills, lush farmland,
dramatic volcanic landscapes and
pristine national parks. There are
wonderful walking tracks in Lamington
National Park in the south, while
Montville and Maleny in the Blackall
Range offer breathtaking views, quaint
craft shops, mountain cafes, galleries
and wineries.

The verdict
It all depends on what you want to
get out of your sunshine sojourn. If the
World Heritage-listed tropical rainforests
and the amazing coral and marine life
of the Great Barrier Reef appeal to you,
then choose Tropical North Queensland.
Or for a quintessential beach holiday,
South East Queensland is the must-visit
destination that boasts some of the best
beaches in the country and a relaxed
atmosphere in which to enjoy them.
Speak to the AANT about planning
your next Queensland holiday. They’ll
provide advice on accommodation,
car hire and travel insurance, as well as
offer member discounts on a range of
attractions and travel essentials. Call
8925 5901 or visit the AANT office at
79–81 Smith Street, Darwin.

Pictured (from left): Go canoeing off the pristine
sands of Cape Tribulation; Brisibane's city lights
light up the night sky.
Images © Tourism Queensland.

a Garmin eTREX Handheld GPS

Perfect for the bushwalking, camping or fishing enthusiast, the handheld, waterproof Garmin eTrex H is a highsensitivity GPS receiver that locks onto satellite signals quickly to help you find your way when you most need to.
Lasting up to 17 hours on just two AA batteries, the unit also has a TrackBack® feature which can be used to navigate
your way back to your starting point.
For your chance to win a Garmin eTrex GPS unit, write your name, address and AANT membership number on the
back of – or inside – an envelope and post it to:
ntmotor Garmin eTrex Handheld GPS competition
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801
Purchase your Garmin GPS from the AANT Shop and receive discounted member prices.
Conditions: The competition commences 13 September 2010 and closes with the last mail 19 November 2010. Prize value is in Australian dollars. Total prize pool is valued at $298. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the
prize. The draw will take place at the AANT, 79–81 Smith Street, Darwin, at 2 pm Tuesday, 23 November 2010. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the December issue of ntmotor
published on 13 December 2010. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc, 79–81 Smith Street, Darwin NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash.

www.aant.com.au
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Thinking of heading on an
outback adventure? Take your
pick from one of these
10 classic Australian tracks.

The Simpson Crossing
The Simpson Desert Crossing is one
of the last frontiers of the outback – the
first person to cross its expanse of red
dunes was Ted Colson, on camel in 1936;
the first vehicle in 1962. Now, it’s top of
the list for serious four-wheel drivers,
and while thousands of people cross the
Simpson each year, it is still not a trip to
be taken lightly. You’ll need to be selfsufficient, carry good maps, make sure
your vehicle is in tip-top condition, and
carry enough water for several days, as
well as basic spares.
Across the Nullarbor

By Lee Atkinson

Outback Bound
Birdsville TraCK

Corner Country

Eyre Peninsula

Established during the 1880s as a
stock route between Marree in South
Australia and Birdsville in Queensland,
the Birdsville Track has become one
of Australia’s most legendary outback
‘roads’. Back then, it would take about
a month to complete; nowadays, it’s
passable to conventional vehicles for
most of the year. Highlights include white
salt lakes, homestead ruins, the Dog
Fence, the Natterannie sand hills, where
the Tirari and Strzelecki deserts meet,
and the famous Birdsville Hotel.

This drive takes you up the Silver City
Highway to Tibooburra and Cameron
Corner, the place where three states
– New South Wales, Queensland and
South Australia – meet. Highlights
include the ghost town of Milparinka;
Sturt National Park, with its flat mesalike mountains; Cameron Corner, where
the states meet beside the Dingo
Fence; the red dunes of the Strzelecki
Desert; and the vast gibber plains.

One of Australia’s best-kept beach
secrets is the Eyre Peninsula in SA – if
you like empty beaches, this is the
place to go. On this three- to four-day
drive from Whyalla to Ceduna via Port
Lincoln, you’ll discover beach after beach
visited only by the occasional fisherman
and screeching seagulls. Highlights are
oysters and fresh seafood, the stunning
five-kilometre cliff drive at Elliston, fishing
from town jetties, 4WDing in Lincoln and
Coffin Bay national parks and swimming
with sea lions at Baird Bay.

Gibb River Road

The Oodnadatta Track traverses
some of South Australia’s most
remote outback country, following
in the footsteps of explorer John
McDouall Stuart, the first Overland
Telegraph Line and the nowabandoned first Ghan railway
line. Explore old train carriages in
Marree, have a beer at William Creek
(population 10), visit the bubbling
mound springs, the old Telegraph
Station and homestead ruins and the
outback outpost of Oodnadatta.

The Gibb River Road in Western
Australia begins at Kununurra, and cuts
through the heart of the Kimberleys to
meet the sea at Derby. Highlights are
forests of boab trees, spectacular gorges,
crocodiles, cool billabongs and waterfalls.
Most people continue on to Broome
and then circle back to Kununurra via
the sealed Great Northern Highway,
and explore the Bungle Bungles on the
way home. Roads are impassable from
November to April.
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Oodnadatta Track

Pioneers’ Path
This drive, which takes around three
days, will take you to all the icons of
the Australian outback – Alice Springs,
Kings Canyon and Uluru. From the Alice,
head west through the ancient purple
West MacDonnell Ranges, then onto the
Mereenie Loop Road to Kings Canyon,
where you can hook up with the bitumen
road to Uluru. Highlights along the way
include Glen Helen Gorge, the Gardner
Range, Finke Gorge, Mount Connor and
Palm Valley.

The trip across the Nullarbor is
a challenging journey through the
Australian outback. The longest,
straightest, flattest piece of road in
Australia stretches from just east of the
historic gold-mining town of Kalgoorlie
in Western Australia to the fishing port of
Ceduna on the Eyre Peninsula in South
Australia. Highlights include semi-arid
desertscape, the flat Nullarbor Plain,
where you feel as if you can see forever,
towering cliffs along the Great Australian
Bight, Eucla Telegraph Station ruins,
whale-watching at Head of Bight and
fresh seafood in Ceduna.
Flinders Ranges
The weathered crags of the Flinders
Ranges in central South Australia are an
ancient landscape of rich purples and
deep blues, dissected by red rock gorges.
In spring the landscape is transformed
by expanses of white, yellow and purple
wildflowers. Main roads are accessible to
conventional sedans, but most side tracks
are 4WD only. Highlights include the
Wadlata Outback Centre in Port Augusta,
Pichi Richi steam railway at Quorn,
Brachina and Mount Chambers gorges,
with their galleries of Aboriginal rock art,
Wilpena Pound (best seen on a scenic
flight) and Arkaroola’s stunning ridgetop tour.
Kidman Way
The fully sealed Kidman Way – the
highway taking you from Jerilderie to
Bourke – is a great introduction to the
wide expanse of western New South
Wales. Along the way you can visit the
scene of bushranger Ned Kelly’s notorious
raid at Jerilderie, enjoy the wineries and
restaurants of Griffith and the surrounding
Riverina, learn the true story behind the

legend of the ‘black stump’, discover a
rich local history at the copper-mining
town of Cobar and, at the end of your
journey, explore the town that has
become synonymous with the bush and
the outback – Bourke.

Hit the road on a great Australian
road trip. Drop into your local AANT
office, call 8925 5901 or head online at
www.aant.com.au for assistance with
accommodation, 4WD camper hire and
planning your fuel stops.

Pictured (from left): Go four-wheel driving through Palm Valley Gorge in the Northern Territory; Sheer
cliff faces along the Great Australian Bight are a highlight of the drive across the Nullarbor; The Gibb
River Road is a true outback adventure.
Images © Photolibrary.

www.aant.com.au
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Experience safety and control.
Just drive.

Before you set off on holiday with your family, make sure you fit Monroe shock
absorbers on your car and enjoy the confidence and control that comes from
knowing you’re driving on Australia’s leading shock absorbers.
With the globally proven technology of Monroe beneath you, you’ll feel the benefits
of outstanding handling and superior safety - because getting you there and back in
safety is what we’re all about.

MON15431/NT/einstein

To experience Monroe safety and control, find your
nearest Monroe Safety Specialist at www.monroe.com.au

Mark Winterbottom
Monroe’s Safety Ambassador

Win with Monroe!

For your chance to WIN one of 25 motor vehicle first aid kits,
log on to monroe.com.au/safetyfirst and answer a simple question.
See website for terms and conditions.

Monroe proudly supports

