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welcome
BY E M M A WATER M A N

E D I T OR
If you’re looking to buy a new car, there’s
no better source of information than the
annual Australia’s Best Cars awards. For
months, automotive experts from around
Australia have been putting Australia’s
most popular cars through their paces to
determine the cream of the crop. From
safety features and fuel economy, to
design aesthetic and creature comforts,
the judges have reviewed everything you
need to know about cars across
15 categories. This edition, we’re excited
to reveal the winners of these muchanticipated awards. Turn to page eight for
the details.
On the travel scene, we embrace the
great outdoors and explore some of
Australia’s best national parks. From
spectacular swimming holes and a desert
oasis, to a lush rainforest and giant
sand island, Australia’s national parks
offer a diverse range of environments.
While there are hundreds of parks to see
throughout the country, we highlight 10 of
our favourites, including two right here in
the Territory.
Members will be pleased to know we’ve
added two new local Show Your Card
and Save partners to the program to
help you save more. Turn to page six for
details on the new ways you can save.
As usual, there are plenty of competitions,
handy tips and advice, as well as a
round-up of some of the best events in
the Territory for the coming months.

in brief

insight

WINNERS’ LUCK
We’re excited to announce and formally congratulate
Scott Davies, the winner of our Thrifty Velocity
Points competition, which ran at the end of last
year. Any AANT Member who rented a Thrifty car
between July and October 2015 was automatically
put in the draw to win 100,000 Velocity Points,
which could be used to fly anywhere with
Virgin Australia.
Mr Davies was put in the running to win after hiring
a car from Brisbane, where he was visiting family.
He said he’ll use his winning points to take his
partner and son on a family holiday to Asia.

WE’VE GOT NEWS FOR YOU
If you want to keep up to date with the latest AANT news, why not sign up to our memberexclusive e-newsletter? Sent out each month, the e-news features everything from AANT
Shop sales and hot new deals with our Show Your Card and Save partners, to road-safety
advice and the latest member events too.
You’ll need to register your email address with AANT before you can start receiving the
e-communication. To sign up call 8925 5901 or email info@aant.com.au

A NOD TO THE PAST

Remember, when hiring a Thrifty car in Australia
or New Zealand, AANT Members receive
15 per cent off the best rate of the day.

While we’re often looking to the future, here at AANT we know it’s important to
sometimes stop and reflect on the past. Late last year we took time to celebrate
an important part of our rich history, at a morning tea with one of AANT’s founding
members, Edwin Milliken.

HOME IMPROVEMENT

Mr Milliken, 97 years, has been with AANT since November 1962. Although the
organisation didn’t officially start until October of the following year, Mr Millken was the
first person to be written onto the books, after he was approached by Kenneth Waters,
AANT’s first president.

The Darwin Home and Lifestyle Expo is back again, and this year AANT will be heading along!
The two-day event, held from 7–8 May at the Darwin Showgrounds, has a variety of exhibitors
ranging from fashion and food, to furniture and travel.
Remember to keep an eye out for the AANT red and black while you’re browsing through the
exhibitors – we’d love to have a chat and hear any feedback you might have. Plus, we’ll have
our ‘Charge Bar’ set up for members who need to charge their mobile phone, and there’ll be
plenty of giveaways too.

COMPETITION WINNERS
A copy of Anzacs on the Western Front: L MacMillan, Driver
Go Travel pack: J Henderson, Parap
Go Travel Wallet: S Gray, Ludmilla

Happy reading!

Emma Waterman
Editor

4

mar 2016

Here at AANT, we can confidently say that
2016 is going to be another big year for our
organisation and members.
For a long time, AANT Members have
requested an insurance product, and
we’re proud to say that soon, members
will be able to insure their car, home and
boat with us. The product, which will
launch in the coming months, will be
underwritten by one of Australia’s largest
insurance companies.
We’re also working to offer our members
more discounts by partnering with
local businesses. Our newest partners
include St John Ambulance, Paul Arnold
Photography and The Oaks Group. We
want our members to recognise that
joining AANT is not just about roadside
assistance; it’s about all the benefits that
come with it.

Our new website is in the final stages of
completion and we trust you’ll like the
fresh look and improved user experience.
Members will be able to log on and
update their personal details, shop for
products or find the best bargains on
holiday attractions. We’re also working
to introduce a direct debit option to offer
members more payment choices.

Congratulations to the following AANT competition winners from ntmotor December 2015.

WIN

A ANT PR ES IDENT

Some members are also questioning
whether they need to renew their
membership if they purchase a new car,
as many vehicles now come with roadside
assistance. We’d like to stress that not
all roadside assistance is the same, and
AANT’s Plus and Premium products offer a
broad range of cover Australia Wide.

For more information on the expo, visit www.darwinlifemag.com

A LONELY PLANET BOOK

BY D AV ID LOY

WIN

A KID’S SUITCASE

Take an unprecedented look at some the world’s most
magnificent sights from the comfort of your own home,
thanks to this new book from travel-guide publisher, Lonely
Planet. The hardcover Beautiful World book features
more than 300 photographs taken of awe-inspiring places
around the world. This edition, one lucky ntmotor winner
will win one of these gorgeous books.

Getting your child to pack for a holiday will be easy with
Stephen Joseph’s rolling luggage. The brightly coloured bag
decorated with planes and trains is the perfect height for little
travellers, and features an extendable handle for easy rolling.
Plus, with multiple pockets, there’s plenty of room to store
toys of all shapes and sizes. This edition, one lucky ntmotor
reader will win one of these eye-catching bags.

For your chance to win, write your name, address and
AANT Membership Number on the back of – or inside
– an envelope and post it to:

For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT
Membership Number on the back of – or inside
– an envelope and post it to:

WIN a Lonely Planet book
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

WIN a kid’s suitcase
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

Conditions: The competition commences 14 March with the last mail on 6 May. Total prize pool is valued at $54.95. Entry is open to all AANT
Members. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin,
at 2pm 9 May 2016. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the June 2016
issue of ntmotor, published 8 June. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or
discount. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

Conditions: The competition commences 14 March with the last mail on 6 May. Total prize pool is valued at $67. Entry is open to all AANT Members.
The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at 2pm
9 May 2016. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the June 2016 issue of
ntmotor, published 8 June. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The
promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

Thank you for your continued support and
stay safe on the roads.

David Loy
AANT President

www.aant.com.au
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motor news

membership

New
savings
Not only does AANT save you on the
road, we can help you save in the shops
too. This edition, we share some exciting
new partners.

F

rom fuel and exercise gear, to movie tickets and car hire, there
are plenty of savings available to you, just for being an AANT
Member. Now, we’re excited to announce we’ve just signed up
two new local partners to our ever-expanding Show Your Card and
Save program.
Oaks Elan Darwin, is a newcomer to Darwin’s accommodation
scene. Just minutes from the Waterfront Precinct, Oaks Elan features
hotel rooms and serviced apartments and boasts an outdoor lap
pool and gym. Now, AANT Members can save 10 per cent on the
best available rate when booking at this contemporary Darwin hotel.
But it doesn’t stop there. If you’re travelling interstate, members will

did you
know?

Motorcycle safety
otography
Paul Arnold Ph

Oaks Elan Darwin

These days, anti-lock braking systems (ABS) come as standard on
new cars; however, only around 20 per cent of new motorcycles
are equipped with the technology. By their nature, motorbikes are
less stable than four-wheeled vehicles, making riders much more
vulnerable on the road. This is why, when you’re looking to buy a
motorbike, it’s important to consider the safety features available,
such as ABS.
Without this technology, when a rider brakes too hard, the wheels
can lock, causing the bike to become unstable and skid or slide out.
ABS on motorcycles can help reduce the rate of death or severe
injury by 31 per cent, according to research from the Monash
University Accident Research Centre. So it’s a feature well
worth considering.

still be able to save 10 per cent when staying at an Oaks Hotel. With
properties in Broome, Adelaide, Melbourne and more, there are plenty
of savings to be had.
With more than two decades’ experience exploring the Australian
outback, Paul Arnold is a specialist when it comes to photographing
remote areas of the Territory. Our new partnership with the talented
photographer means AANT Members can now save up to 10 per cent
when purchasing selected items from Paul’s impressive collection
of work.
To find out more about these great new offers, and other ways
to save with AANT, visit www.aant.com.au/membership
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Unused gadgets
There’s no question new-car technology is developing at a rapid
pace; but how many of these smart features are drivers actually
using? According to a new report out from JD Power, at least
20 per cent of new-vehicle owners haven’t used nearly half of their
car’s high-tech systems. The most commonly unused technology
includes in-vehicle concierge systems that can recommend nearby
restaurants or petrol stations; mobile routers that turn a car into a
WiFi hot spot; automatic parking systems; head-up display; and
built-in apps. When it comes to technology that drivers do want
included in their cars, such as blind-spot warning and detection,
adaptive cruise control and vehicle health diagnostics were the most
popular features.

Parking perfection
There’s no doubt about it – reverse parallel parking is one of the
most stressful parts of driving for many motorists. But the stress
of the tricky manoeuvre didn’t seem to faze UK stunt driver Alastair
Moffatt who recently entered the Guinness World Records for
performing the tightest reverse parallel park. The thrilling feat saw
Moffatt squeeze his mini in between two cars leaving a combined
space of just 34cm between his vehicle and the two at either end.
Images © iStock, Guinness World Records Ltd.

Nissan Patrol Cab Chassis
(2008-current)
3 star ANCAP safety rating

Big. Heavy. Tough. Deadly?

To be in the running to win one of these convenient travel bags, simply write your name, address and AANT
Membership Number on the back of – or inside – an envelope and post it to:

Accept nothing less.
ancap.com.au

6

mar 2016

AN ANTLER SHOULDER BAG

Sleek and stylish, the Antler Bedarra bag is the perfect companion for any modern traveller. The crossbody bag features an RFID-blocking pocket to protect private information, which is stored on RFID chips
embedded into credit cards and modern passports. Other nifty features include a front-zippered pocket,
multiple compartments, and an adjustable travel strap and handle.

If your car is less than 5 stars, you may not
make it home alive. Safer cars save lives.
Make sure safety is your top priority when choosing
your next car. If it doesn’t have the maximum
5 star ANCAP safety rating, cross it off your list.

WIN

WIN an Antler shoulder bag
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

Conditions: The competition commences 14 March with the last mail on 6 May. Total prize pool is valued at
$99. Entry is open to all AANT Members. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the
prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at 2pm 9 May 2016. The winner will be
notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the June 2016 issue
of ntmotor, published 8 June March. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used
in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern
Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

www.aant.com.au
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Australia’s
Best Cars 2015
It took months of testing, hundreds of kilometres of driving and hours
of in-depth analyses, but this year’s winners of the Australia’s Best Cars
awards have been announced.

When it comes to the Mirage, micro
doesn’t just apply to the vehicle’s size – it’s
indicative of the price too.
The Mirage is affordable to buy and
run and boasts a class-leading fuelconsumption figure of 4.6L/100km.
Equipment levels in the entry-level ES are
quite generous, featuring air-conditioning with
a pollen filter and Bluetooth phone connectivity.
Cars in this category aren’t tasked with people moving so, while
there’s plenty of room in the front, the same can’t be said for the
back; however the spilt-fold rear seat does offer some versatility by
increasing the load area.
Suited to urban habitats, the Mitsubishi is easy to manoeuvre and
the engine performance is responsive and flexible.
Wrapping up this appealing and competitive package is the most
important aspect of motoring: a five-star ANCAP safety rating.
Affordable to buy, zippy to drive, easy to park and with great fuel
economy, the Mirage leads the field for the second year running.

HYUNDAI ACCENT ACTIVE

Indicative drive-away price $20,066
Drivetrain 1.4-litre, CVT
Fuel economy 6.2L/100km, ULP
ANCAP 
Finalists: Kia Rio Si, Renault Clio Expression

For the full summary of winners and finalists, head online to www.australiasbestcars.com.au
or visit the AANT Shop to pick up your copy of this year’s Australia’s Best Cars magazine.
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The triumphant i30 started the race in this
competitive class with a lead on price,
built on this with affordable running and
repair costs, and then sealed the deal
with a better-than-average warranty and
dealer coverage.
The i30 cabin is spacious and the sleek
dash houses a five-inch touchscreen that
controls the information and entertainment systems, and
displays a rear-view camera.
The volume-selling 1.8-litre petrol model we tested was
quite flexible with reasonable power; however, it’s louder than
other contenders.
The i30 is popular Australia-wide, so it has to be more than just a
city car. We ran the i30 over every type of surface, from billiardtable-smooth bitumen to undulating dirt roads, and the ride
remained compliant and confident throughout.
To win in this category, you need to have a well-balanced offering,
and this year, the i30’s value-laden package couldn’t be topped.

MITSUBISHI MIRAGE ES

Indicative drive-away price $14,973
Drivetrain 1.2-litre, 5-speed manual
Fuel economy 4.6L/100km, ULP
ANCAP 
Finalists: Suzuki Celerio, Nissan Micra ST

Priced at $20,066, Hyundai’s refreshed
hatch is one of the cheapest cars in this
category, making it an outstanding valuefor-money option in a class where cost
is critical.
The entry-level Active’s new 1.4-litre
engine and flexible CVT transmission
have helped reduce fuel consumption to a
respectable 6.2L/100km.
Perfect for city driving, the Accent has good around-town
behaviour; however, when the speed picks up and the road gets
windy, it falls behind the other finalists in the handling stakes.
The low-cost nature of the car is noticeable in its build and finish
quality; however, the Accent really shines in the areas that appeal
to young buyers, with features such as a five-inch touchscreen
multimedia system, and Bluetooth and iPod connectivity.
With a five-star safety rating and six airbags, the Accent ticks
the box for the minimum level of safety we’d expect to see in
this category.

HYUNDAI i30 ACTIVE

Indicative drive-away price $26,582
Drivetrain 1.8-litre, 6-speed auto
Fuel economy 7.3L/100km, ULP
ANCAP 
Finalists: Mazda3 Maxx, Ford Focus Trend

www.aant.com.au
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BMW 118i SPORT LINE

Indicative drive-away price $42,480
Drivetrain 1.6-litre turbo, 8-speed auto
Fuel economy 5.8L/100km, PULP
ANCAP 
Finalists: Volvo V40 T4 Luxury, BMW 218i Active Tourer
Sport Line

Kia has given the Optima GT a new lease
on life and the value it has packed into
the upgraded Optima helped it beat all
contenders this year.
Priced at $47,988, it’s one of the most
expensive cars in class and this is
reflected with state-of-the-art technology,
including active cruise control and lanedeparture warning.
Inside, the Optima is spacious for both passengers and cargo,
even with a full-sized spare wheel in tow.
Kia has perfected the performance, ride and handling package in
the Optima, and the new 2.0-litre turbocharged petrol engine is a
welcome addition. Noticeable improvements have been made in
the way of on-road noise, resulting in a new level of quietness in
the cabin.
The refreshed Optima is not only good value in the under-$50,000
market, it’s also now ready to compete with premium
Japanese brands.

MERCEDES-BENZ C200

Indicative drive-away price $66,897
Drivetrain 2.0-litre turbo, 7-speed auto
Fuel economy 6.0L/100km, PULP
ANCAP 
Finalists: BMW 330i Luxury Line, Lexus IS 300h Luxury Hybrid
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This year BMW’s 118i Sport Line
has edged ahead of the pack with a
mid-cycle upgrade that’s smartened
the presentation and improved the
standard features. One such example
of this is the savvy ConnectedDrive
system, which comes with real-time
traffic information.
There’s a touch of understated sporting elegance and
refinement about the 118i, both in the way it looks and how
it drives. The smart interior features high-quality materials, a
cockpit-style cabin, and contoured seats.
On the road, this luxurious hatch has nimble handling, good
steering, excellent cornering and a well-controlled ride, making it
enjoyable to drive under all conditions.
The 118i is propelled by a 1.6-litre, four-cylinder turbo-charged
petrol engine, which delivers ample performance and power.
In a field of premium-grade compact cars, the 118i provides
buyers with a high quality, well-rounded option for everyday use.

KIA OPTIMA GT

Indicative drive-away price $47,988
Drivetrain 2.0-litre turbo, 6-speed auto
Fuel economy 8.5L/100km, ULP
ANCAP Not rated
Finalists: Toyota Camry Atara SL Hybrid, Ford Mondeo Trend

Not only has this impressive MercedesBenz caught the eye of our judges, it’s
won the heart of consumers too, with
record sales in 2015.
The C200 has a generous suite of safety
systems, including attention assist – a
system that monitors signs of drowsiness
or distraction in the driver. Comfort
and convenience have been considered too, starting
with electric front seats with lumbar support, a reversing
camera, digital radio and keyless start. While the ergonomics
aren’t quite best-in-class, the quality of build and finish are, as
expected, top notch.
The C200’s frugal 6.0L/100km fuel consumption is achieved with
the help of a fuel-saving stop-start system, while the 2.0-litre
engine delivers a solid driving experience.
This slick Mercedes gets the important things right – such as
safety and fuel efficiency – and sweetens the deal with classleading standard features and a seamless drive.

With a price tag of $65,037, the Koreanbuilt Genesis outscored competitors in
seven criteria, with considerably higher
marks for running and repair costs,
warranty and dealer access. On top of an
outstanding five-year unlimited-kilometre
warranty, it also comes with lifetime
capped-price servicing.
Hyundai leads the way in the critical area of safety, with the
highest score recorded by ANCAP of 36.88 out of 37. Seating
comfort is class leading too, with 12-way powered and heated
front seats standard across the range.
On the road, the Genesis has commendable ride, smoothness
and braking. While it’s not the best handling vehicle in the class, it
does a pretty good job considering it tips the scales at just under
two tonnes. The one area where it struggles to compete is fuel
consumption, with a recorded figure of 11.2L/100km.
In 2015, large-car buyers were spoilt for choice, but the Hyundai is a
deserving winner and consistent across the board.

KIA SORENTO SLi 2WD

Indicative drive-away price $50,184
Drivetrain 3.3-litre, 6-speed auto
Fuel economy 9.9L/100km, ULP
ANCAP 
Finalists: Honda Odyssey VTi-L, Kia Carnival SLi

Ford has managed to edge away from
contenders in this star-studded lineup of affordable hot hatches, sedans
and coupes.
The Focus ST takes a blunter approach
to the hot-hatch genre with straight-out
powerplant muscle – 184kW and 360Nm to
be precise.
To harness this power, Ford has improved the suspension,
steering and handling, resulting in an equal best-in-class score
for performance.
Considerable interior improvements have been made too,
including an intuitive and user-friendly layout with a new eight-inch
touchscreen that incorporates sat-nav. The sports persona of the
Focus ST is apparent as soon as you slide into the best-in-class
front seats, which are well bolstered and comfortable.
The competition in this field is fierce, but the Ford provides
good bang for buck for those who want to enjoy motoring with a
sporty edge.

HYUNDAI GENESIS

Indicative drive-away price $65,037
Drivetrain 3.8-litre, 8-speed auto
Fuel economy 11.2L/100km, ULP
ANCAP 
Finalists: Holden Commodore SV6, Lexus ES300h Luxury

Kia’s all-new Sorento wagon has stepped
it up in the quality, design and ability
stakes, while ticking all the right boxes to
appeal to family buyers.
The mid-range SLi is well equipped
with creature comforts and safety
features, and Kia delivers good bang
for buck across almost all purchasing and
ownership aspects.
This seven-seater blends everything people love about a
large, high-riding SUV with the functionality of a traditional
people mover. Plus, with a slightly longer wheelbase, the new
Sorento delivers even more legroom.
On the road, the Sorento performs well and the 3.3-litre V6 petrol
engine produces a healthy amount of power. This is coupled with
a smooth-changing six-speed automatic transmission, which
provides plenty of performance when needed.
Overall, this versatile and easy-to-live-with Kia was a
clear standout.

FORD FOCUS ST

Indicative drive-away price $43,037
Drivetrain 2.0-litre turbo, 6-speed manual
Fuel economy 7.3L/100km, ULP
ANCAP 
Finalists: Renault Megane RS 265 Cup, Ford Fiesta ST

www.aant.com.au
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MERCEDES-BENZ A45 AMG

Indicative drive-away price $84,841
Drivetrain 2.0-litre turbo, 7-speed DCT
Fuel economy 7.3L/100km, PULP
ANCAP 
Finalists: BMW M235i, Holden Insignia VXR

In its first year on the market, Mazda’s
CX-3 Maxx has taken home the chocolates
by an impressive margin.
In fact, it was consistently strong across
nearly every judging criterion, from
performance and handling, to build
and finish.
Comfort meets style in the interior where
there’s generous legroom, supportive seats and a modern,
functional dash; however, cargo space isn’t a standout.
The strong and willing petrol engine covers the 0-100km/h
sprint in less than nine seconds, and Mazda has even managed to
maintain a frugal fuel consumption figure of 6.1L/100km.
While the Mazda generally rides compliantly, it can become a little
sharp over a string of bumps, but it still outperforms competition
when it comes to handling. Plus, weighing in at just 1226kg allows
for a certain athleticism and dynamism.
If you’re after a small 2WD SUV, there’s no question the CX-3 is the
best around.

SUBARU OUTBACK 2.5i PREMIUM

Indicative drive-away price $45,679
Drivetrain 2.5-litre, CVT
Fuel economy 7.3L/100km, ULP
ANCAP 
Finalists: Subaru Forester 2.5i-S, Hyundai Tucson Elite
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It’s back-to-back wins for this pocketrocket and a big factor in Mercedes’
victory is an impressive set of
performance statistics. Out of a 2.0-litre
engine, the A45 AMG has produced a
maximum 280kW of power and 475Nm of
torque, and has a claimed 0-100km/h time
of just 4.2 seconds.
An impressive list of standard features includes a 12-speaker
sound system, electric front seats and a panoramic sunroof.
Mercedes’ Dynamic Select system allows the A45’s
characteristics to change at the touch of a button, controlling
key features such as the engine, transmission, steering and airconditioning. Hip-hugging Recaro seats earned top marks, as
did the sporty interior treatment with carbon-fibre finishes and
contrasting red stitching.
In all, Mercedes’ ability to tailor on-road dynamics to suit
everyday scenarios without compromising performance will
continue to win fans.

MAZDA CX-3 MAXX

BEAT THE HEAT WITH
CONTAINS POTASSIUM & MAGNESIUM.
JUST ADD WATER FOR EFFECTIVE REHYDRATION.

HYDRATION FACTS
The daily recommended liquid
replacement is 2L per day.
If you sweat then you need
even more. Drinking plain water
does not replace the minerals
you’ve lost. Find out more at
www.staminade.com.au

Indicative drive-away price $27,704
Drivetrain 2.0-litre, 6-speed auto
Fuel economy 6.1L/100km, ULP
ANCAP 
Finalists: Honda HR-V VTi-S, Nissan Qashqai ST

Subaru’s fifth-generation Outback has
risen to prominence thanks to a range of
improvements and a significant $2000
price reduction.
The Outback’s lengthy features list
helped it achieve an equal best-inclass standard equipment score. Safety
credentials are impressive too, with the
SUV scoring the highest ANCAP rating of any Subaru model
to date.
When it comes to design and function, the fifth-generation
Outback is a pillar of consistency, with good seating, user-friendly
ergonomics and a top notch fit and finish. Cabin and cargo
space have increased too, making it one of the most usefully
proportioned models in the class.
On the road, the 2.5-litre boxer engine delivers a solid
performance; plus, it’s nearly nine per cent more fuel efficient
than before. Add to this a composed ride and secure handling,
and the Outback fits the brief in this competitive class.

GAIN
GREATER

stamina

motoring
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This year the new and refined Sorento
Platinum has broken Hyundai’s threeyear winning streak. Priced at $55,990,
the Platinum is longer and wider than its
predecessor and, with a new focus on
build and finish, there’s now a distinct
feeling of luxury. Kia has also worked hard
to reduce road and engine noise.
The interior of this seven-seater SUV is well appointed, with
great levels of comfort for occupants, including ample legroom
and ventilation controls for every row.
The third-generation Platinum has a five-star safety rating and
includes new features such as lane-departure warning, active cruise
control and blind-spot detection.
While the Platinum’s 2.2-litre diesel engine is the same size
as before, it now punches out slightly more power at 147kW
and 441Nm.
With its increased size, refinement and powerful but efficient engine,
it’s no wonder the Platinum is the most popular Sorento.

VOLVO XC90 INSCRIPTION D5

Indicative drive-away price $104,163
Drivetrain 2.0-litre turbo, 8-speed auto
Fuel economy 6.2L/100km, Diesel
ANCAP 
Finalists: Range Rover Sport TDV6 S, BMW X5 xDrive 30d

The eighth-generation HiLux is a significant
improvement on its out-dated predecessor,
and the refresh has helped Toyota snare
the top spot in this group.
A new 2.8-litre four-cylinder turbo-diesel
engine packs the double punch of better
performance and lower fuel consumption.
Inside, the finish and quality of materials give
this working-vehicle cabin a high-class ambience. The centre
console is dominated by a seven-inch touchscreen multimedia
system, while convenience features include climate control and a
smart key. The tilt-and-reach-adjustable steering column allows the
driver to find a comfortable position, and gives a more car-like feel.
Toyota has built on HiLux’s tough reputation with a strengthened
chassis, beefed-up suspension and enhanced off-road prowess.
Unfortunately, the Toyota doesn’t match its rivals for towing, where
its limit is a step down at 3200kg.
Priced at $60,641, it’s one of the more expensive utes in class;
however, overall it’s a marked step up from the rest of the pack.
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KIA SORENTO PLATINUM

www.buildingourfuture.gov.au

Building
our future
Indicative drive-away price $60,546
Drivetrain 2.2-litre turbo, 6-speed auto
Fuel economy 7.8L/100km, Diesel
ANCAP 
Finalists: Hyundai Santa Fe Highlander CRDi,
Land Rover Discovery Sport SD4 SE
A dark horse in the group, the XC90
came out of nowhere to take home the
top honours.
Volvo’s stylish interior cabin has classleading ergonomics and seating comfort.
The XC90 also rated equal top for build
and finish quality, a critical criterion for
this type of car, given its luxury price tag.
Considering Volvo’s focus on safety, it’s no surprise the
XC90 earned top marks in this category. In fact, Volvo has
debuted two world-first safety features: City Safety with
Intersection Collision Mitigation, which can stop you turning into
the path of an oncoming car; and Run Off Road Protection, which
prepares the car if, despite all the other technology, you do leave
the road.
Buyers in this class expect a reasonable level of drivability,
including some off-road prowess. XC90 was never going to
topple the Range Rover Sport in this regard, but in the end its
combination of design and function made it irresistible.

TOYOTA HILUX SR5

Indicative drive-away price $60,641
Drivetrain 2.8-litre turbo, 6-speed auto
Fuel economy 8.5L/100km, Diesel
ANCAP 
Finalists: Ford Ranger XLT, Mazda BT-50 XTR

Bringing you closer to
where you want to be.
Construction underway for the Hidden Valley Interchange, Tiger Brennan Drive duplication, funded under the Infrastructure Investment Programme.

T

HE Australian Government is
investing $50 billion in thousands of
road and rail projects around
Australia under its Infrastructure
Investment Programme.
Investing in better road and rail
connections will make it easier for freight
to move across Australia—whether it is
around our cities, our regions or within
states and territories. This will deliver
economic benefits by ensuring the
economy remains competitive and goods
can move effectively.
Better roads and railways will also
deliver social benefits by helping people to
travel on safer roads, with less traffic
congestion and faster travel times.
In the Northern Territory, the Australian
Government is investing $70 million to
complete Tiger Brennan Drive duplication.
When the section from Woolner Road to
Berrimah Road opens at the end of this
year, it will ease congestion, reduce travel
times and make travel safer for residents
in this part of the Top End.

Improving flood immunity, safety and
reliability for communities in the Northern
Territory is also a high priority, with
construction about to start on an upgrade
to the Roper Highway around the Roper
and Wilton Rivers. The project is receiving
$32 million in Australian Government
funding.
Progress towards a safer, more reliable
Outback Way is also continuing with $20
million of Australian Government funding
being provided to upgrade and seal
sections of the Plenty Highway and
Tjukaruru Road. This commitment to the
Outback Way will keep more of the route
open during the wet season, which will
help drive the Territory’s economy over the
summer months.
Adding to this picture is the Australian
Government’s funding of $9 million
towards upgrades on the Buntine
Highway, which is expected to be
completed in late 2016. If you look at the
bigger picture, it is easy to see that the
Australian Government is building now for
a safer, more productive future.

This record breaking investment is all
part of how the Australian Government is
setting Australia up for a more competitive
future, with projects both big and small.
This includes $500 million in funding to the
life-saving Black Spot Programme, as well
as $2.1 billion being delivered for local
road projects through the Roads to
Recovery Programme.
Whether it is getting goods to market
faster or getting you home on time, in
partnership with state and territory
governments, the Australian Government
is Building Our Future.
There are over 1,000 projects under
construction now, so for more information
and to find out about what projects are
happening close to you visit:
www.buildingourfuture.gov.au
Authorised by the Australian Government,
Capital Hill, Canberra.
Printed by Lane Print & Post,
101 Mooringe Avenue, Camden Park,
South Australia 5038.
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Show Your Card & Save

10% OFF * AT REPCO

Ask an expert…
“How often should I get
my car serviced and what
happens if I don’t?”
All car manufacturers have a recommended service schedule for
each type of car. This is usually based on time or distance travelled
(whichever occurs first) and can easily be found by checking your
owner’s manual. But what if you don’t follow this?
Firstly, there’s a chance it could affect your warranty – for example, if
the engine fails and a lack of servicing is found to be the cause, you’ll
probably be the one covering the bill.
However, you don’t have to get the service done at an authorised
dealership for the warranty to remain intact. Australian law says it’s
perfectly okay to take your car to a third-party mechanic, as long as
they’re qualified, operate a proper registered business, and service
the car as per the schedule.

Another good reason to stick to the service schedule is that it’ll keep
your car in optimal condition and could save you a lot of money in the
long run. For example, oil contains additives that help lubricate the
engine; however, these break down over time. If there’s a long period
between services, the oil could eventually turn into a thick sludge that
can’t be pumped through the engine, causing it to seize. A service is
far cheaper than replacing an engine.

As an AANT member you’ll get 10% off* a wide range of parts,
accessories and lubricants.
And if some Repco Know How is what you need, our friendly,
expert staff are always ready to share their knowledge to help
you get the job done. Repco has over 90 years of motoring
Know How supplying parts, accessories and advice to
millions of Australian drivers and motoring professionals.
So if it’s time to change your oil
or give your car a little extra care
get into Repco.

DON’T FORGET TO SHOW
YOUR CARD & SAVE.

Find out more by calling AANT's
Technical Advisory Service on 1300 661 466
Image © iStock.

*Excludes discounted and catalogue lines, automotive, marine & deep cycle
batteries, transmissions, engines & cylinder heads, satellite navigation
equipment, gift cards, combo deals and trade purchases. Store stock only.

R498933

ALICE SPRINGS Centralian Motors
Corner North Stuart Highway
and Dalgety Road
8952 2333
ALICE SPRINGS Peter Kittle Motor Co
46 Stuart Highway
8955 4200
ALICE SPRINGS St John Ambulance
74 Sargent Street
8950 0600
BERRIMAH Hidden Valley Auto Ctr
9 Hidden Valley Road
8947 0060
CASUARINA Ultra Tune
Casuarina Shopping Centre,
247 Trower Road

8945 2122

COCONUT GROVE
Ben’s Automotive Service Centre
47 De Latour Street

8985 5455

COCONUT GROVE Prompt Auto Repairs Pty Ltd
14 Travers Street
8985 6733
PALMERSTON Ultra Tune
3 Muluka Street

8931 3411

STUART PARK NT Automotive Group
34 Stuart Highway
8946 4444
STUART PARK Brian Turner Automotive
35 Stuart Highway
8981 9191
WINNELLIE NT Auto Repairs
9 Steele Street

8947 4746

WINNELLIE St John Ambulance Darwin
7 Raphael Road
8922 4435
WINNELLIE Winnellie Auto Centre
370 Stuart Highway
8984 4448
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WOOLNER Paul’s Service Centre
6 Charlton Court
8941 1322
YARRAWONGA Atic Mechanical Repairs
Shed 2–3, 17 Beresford Road
8932 2002

specialist repairers
automotive windscreens
ALICE SPRINGS
Trusty Windscreen Service
31 North Stuart Highway

8952 3322

COCONUT GROVE Windscreens Territory
2 Totem Road
8948 1288
YARRAWONGA Top End Windscreens & Tinting
4 McCourt Road
8932 4040
STUART PARK O’Brien Glass
38 Stuart Highway

8923 1600

WINNELLIE Top End Windscreens & Tinting
Unit 1/109 Reichardt Road
8947 4460

automatic transmissions
YARRAWONGA Mick Taylor Automatics
4618 McEnzie Place
8983 1231

automotive electrician
BERRIMAH
Cooltech Auto Electrical & Airconditioning
4/4 Moo Street
8947 2685
COCONUT GROVE
A&C Automotive Electrics
Unit 1/6 Travers Street
8948 1244

•

To book or find out more visit www.aant.com.au/Travel/ApolloMotorhome
Discount only available to current AANT members when booking through AANT. Valid for travel
in Australia and New Zealand only. Apollo rental terms and conditions apply. Not to be used in
conjunction with any other offer. Subject to availability.

approved repairers
WOOLNER Auto Inspection and Road Service
Unit 15/34 Bishop Street
8981 7333

For a limited time AANT Members receive an extra 10% off
our already discounted Australian One Way special!
Travel from Cairns to Brisbane, Sydney or Melbourne and
you will receive your 10% Members discount ON TOP of the
already reduced daily rental rate. You’ll also save $260 with
no One Way Fee.
Travel dates start from April 15th, for selected date ranges
for 2wd vehicles. Get in fast, this offer will book out quick!

www.repco.com.au

Automobile Association of the Northern Territory

mechanical repairers

AANT Members
save extra 10%!

diesel specialists
BERRIMAH MTQ Engine Systems Darwin
20 Anictomatis Road
8984 3953

crash repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Andrew Paterson Crash Repairs
49 Priest Street
8952 6360
BERRIMAH Boscato Panel Works
1140 McMillans Road
8984 3137
DARWIN Darwin Crash Repairs
2 Finniss Street

8981 4000

WINNELLIE B & S Body Works
85 Winnellie Road

8947 2251

mechanical repairer
categories
1 Engine tune-up
2 Minor engine repair and vehicle servicing
3 Major engine repair
4 Steering and suspension
5 Brakes
6 Electrical
7 Clutch, manual transmission and rear
axle
8 Automatic transmission
9 Air conditioning
Where no categories are shown,
the repairer is approved in all nine.

•AANT Battery Service Centre
Terms and conditions apply. Visit www.aant.com.au for more information.

www.aant.com.au
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Lonely Planet

Visit the
AANT Shop
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Best in Travel
2016

Members Price

12.95

$

RRP $24.95

Lonely Planet
Unltimate
Travelist

Available individually or as a set
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Britax
Maxi Rider
AHR Easy Adjust

Members Price

369

$

Antler Cyberlite
Sizes - S, M or L

Members Price

34.95

$

RRP Set $521

RRP $39.95

Antler

Lonely Planet

Juno Suitcase

Range of Travel
Guides

Assorted
Travel Books

Coido

$ 99.95

452

$

RRP $419

Lonely Planet
Not For Parents

Members Price

Members Prices - Set

Members Price from

Members Price from

15.99

Cordless Compressor

RRP $129.95

Members Price From

18.99

$439

$

$

RRP from $799

RRP $19.99

RRP From $22.99

Jackson
Worldwide
USB Charging
Adapter

Members Price

Korjo
My Bagtag

7.

$

Members Price From

95

Members Price

34.95

$

RRP $9.95

RRP $39.95

Go Travel
Duo Pillow

Members Price

24.75

$

RRP $27.50

SD 2 - Diesel
misfuel device

Members Price from

Members Price from

St John
Assorted First Aid

15.

$

90

RRP $17.90
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Coleman
42 can esky

42.

$

90

RRP from $49.50

Members Price

24.95

$

RRP $29.95

Korjo
Luggage Scale

Members Price

31.95

$

Go Travel
Key or Combination Lock

RRP $34.95

Members Price

13.95

$

RRP $17.95

VISIT THE AANT SHOP, CORNER OF KNUCKEY AND SMITH STREET,
ORDER OVER THE PHONE ON 08 8925 5901 OR SHOP ONLINE AT
WWW.AANT.COM.AU
Catalogue offers valid from 15 March 2016 to 14 June 2016 or until stocks last.
Prices are correct at the time of print.

www.aant.com.au
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National
treasures
Australia is blessed with hundreds of national parks
in a diverse range of environments. Here are some
of our country’s many must-sees.
Story: John Pedler

Flinders Ranges National
Park (SA)
Given 650 million years, nature can knock
up a pretty remarkable landscape. A trip
through Brachina Gorge is a journey back
in time, the twisted and tortured mountains
exposing layers deposited when the area
was an inland sea. There’s even a layer of
asteroid debris from an impact that occurred
well before the buckling of the earth’s crust
formed the ranges we see today. Things are
a bit calmer now, and the Flinders are less
about cataclysmic upheaval and more about
bushwalking, wildlife spotting and flights over
Wilpena Pound.

Great Sandy National Park 		
(Fraser Island) (QLD)
It may only be the sixth largest island in
Australia, but Fraser Island is number one
on the world’s list of giant sand islands.
Sorry North Stradbroke, you’re number
two. Around 40 freshwater lakes are dotted
throughout the forest, some filled with water
so clear it may not even be there. The main
road is 75 Mile Beach, and the island’s
interior can only be accessed via 4WD tracks.
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Witjira National Park/
Simpson Desert Conservation
Park and Regional Reserve (SA)
Aussie wilderness doesn’t get much wilder
than this. If oil and gas companies hadn’t
been scratching around in the desert 40plus years ago, we might still be viewing the
Simpson from a window seat, en route to
Bali. The tracks they left behind have allowed
four-wheel-drivers to cross this massive
dunefield, stretching across north-eastern
SA and into QLD. Surrounded by a thicket of
melaleucas, the warm waters of Dalhousie
Springs make it a classic desert oasis.

Daintree National Park (QLD)
Daintree is not just about an endangered
bird the size of an emu with a blue neck, a
horn on its head and a grumpy disposition;
but it is a real treat to see a cassowary in the
bush. In this wild place, mountains cloaked
in incredibly dense rainforest sweep down to
meet the sandy beaches fringing the Coral
Sea. Several boardwalks provide a window
into one of the most diverse ecosystems
on earth. For a dip, head for the cool, clear
waters of Mossman Gorge.

www.aant.com.au
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21 MARCH

15 MAY

Harmony Day Football Festival
Gray Football Stadium, Palmerston
Celebrate Australia’s cultural diversity
with friends and family at this fun-filled
festival. The event will have everything
from footy matches and community
stalls to waterslides and clowns.
www.palmerston.nt.gov.au

RSPCA Million Paws Walk
Darwin
Raise funds for the RSPCA to help
them continue caring for lost or rescued
animals. With your four-legged friend in
tow, you can take part in the walk and
then join in the festivities after.
www.millionpawswalk.com.au

10 APRIL –
24 SEPTEMBER

27–28 MAY

Territory Made markets
Various locations
From fashion and ceramics to homewares and photography,
this bustling market celebrates some of the Territory’s
finest craftspeople. Markets will be held in Darwin’s Botanic
Gardens and Goyder Square in Palmerston.
www.territorymade.net

17 APRIL

Tjoritja/West MacDonnell
National Park (NT)
A visit to Uluru tops many a bucket list, and
for good reason – the first glimpse of that
mighty rock is a ‘wow’ moment not easily
forgotten. But the chasms and gorges
gouged into the rocky ranges of Tjoritja/
West MacDonnell National Park, nearer to
Alice Springs, certainly make this another
list-worthy attraction. Among the stars of
the show is Ellery Creek Big Hole, with its
whopping waterhole flanked by sheer gorge
walls. Ormiston Gorge and Pound showcase
towering quartzite bluffs, and Redbank is a
narrow water-filled canyon, sliced through
the ranges.

Cradle Mountain-Lake
St Clair National Park (Tas)
Cradle Mountain and its attendant beauty
spot, Dove Lake, represent alpine magic
at its most fairytale. Often dusted with
snow, the mountain’s craggy spires loom
high above the tranquil waters of the lake.
There are several walking trails through
the temperate rainforest and button-grass
moorlands, and keen hikers can tackle
the iconic Overland Track, a six-day
adventure connecting Cradle Mountain
to Lake St Clair.
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Kosciuszko National
Park (NSW)
In the warmer months there’s mountain
biking, bush walking and fishing in
alpine streams; but in winter, the Snowy
Mountains really strut their stuff. When the
snow falls, the park becomes a dazzling
winter wonderland, with the tenacious and
richly coloured snow gums adding to the
decorative spirit.

Mitchell River National
Park (WA)
The access road is hard work (highclearance 4WD required), and the walk from
the campground can be strenuous in the
tropical heat. But the view from the plateau,
where the Mitchell Falls plunge into the gorge
below, is literally breathtaking – I actually
gasped! Take your time over the 8.6km return
walk, perhaps stopping for a dip at beautiful
Mertens Falls. A scenic helicopter flight from
the campground may also lead to gasping.

Litchfield National Park (NT)
There’s no doubt Kakadu is a magnificent
park, but for all-weather vehicle access,
close proximity to Darwin and continually
flowing waterfalls, it’s hard to beat Litchfield.
Only two hours south of the city, the park

is like a Top End sampler: spectacular
cascades… check; 4WD adventure… check;
gorgeously located swimming holes…
check; occasional croc sightings and
resultant swimming-hole closures… check.
Throw in a field of giant ‘magnetic’ termite
mounds, cleverly engineered to escape the
midday heat, and you’ve got a busy couple
of days.

Purnululu/Bungle Bungle
Range National Park (WA)
This little gem remained virtually unknown to
travellers until the early 1980s. Riddled with
gorges and rockholes, the massive beehivelike domes that make up the Bungle Bungles
form one of the most striking landscapes
in the country. Highlights include the aptly
named Cathedral Gorge, an enormous rock
amphitheatre, and Echidna Chasm – a sliver
of a canyon squeezed between 200-metre
high walls.
PREVIOUS PAGE: Scenic flight over Wilpena
Pound, Flinders Ranges; Daintree River;
Perisher Ski Village, Kosciuszko National
Park; Fraser Island.
THIS PAGE: Lake McKenzie, Fraser Island;
Florence Falls, Litchfield National Park;
Simpson Desert.
Images © SATC, Tourism and Events Queensland,
Destination NSW, Tourism NT.

Heritage Open Day
Alice Springs Telegraph Station
Explore the historical buildings and learn
more about Alice Springs’ rich and varied
heritage at this family-friendly open day.
Enjoy a picnic lunch or browse goodies on
offer at the open-air markets.
www.parksandwildlife.nt.gov.au

26–27 APRIL
Aileron Bush Weekend
Aileron Racecourse
Mingle with cowboys and girls and
watch as they vie for the top spot at
this thrilling event. Highlights include a
Mexican donkey race and a Saturdaynight bush dance.
www.aileronbushclub.com.au

Uluru Camel Cup
Uluru Camel Farm
There’s nothing quite like watching camels
race through the outback, leaving a cloud
of dust in their wake. But that’s not all
that’s on offer; there are fashion events,
markets and live entertainment too.
www.ayersrockresort.com.au

10–13 JUNE
Top Half Folk Festival
Mary River Park
Poetry, dancing, workshops and concerts make
up this family-friendly folk festival, held on the
Queen’s Birthday long weekend. Renowned folk
musicians, Kate Burke and Ruth Hazleton, will be
making guest appearances.
www.topendfolkclub.org

10 JUNE

Timber Creek Festival
Timber Creek
Showcasing traditional Indigenous
culture and talent, this festival boasts
everything from bush-toy making and
whip cracking, to fire sculpture and
spear throwing.
www.visitkatherine.com.au

29 APRIL–1 MAY

18–19 JUNE

Wide Open Space Festival
Ross River Resort
This desert festival has grown to become one
of the Territory’s leading events for emerging
and experimental musicians and artists.
From programmed stages to spontaneous
happenings, you’ll be kept on your toes.
www.wideopenspace.net.au

Orchid Spectacular
Darwin Showgrounds
As the largest annual orchid show in
the Territory, there’s no shortage of
plants to feast your eyes on. There’ll also
be demonstrations and competitions
throughout the day, and plants for sale too.
Ph 0419 031 799

Got an event you’d like promoted? Email ntmotor@raa.com.au
Images © iStock, Wide Open Space Festival, Aileron Bush Club.

www.aant.com.au
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