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welcome

in brief

insight
SHOP WITH AANT

BY E M MA WAT ERM A N

ED I TOR

PUMP PRICE
The price of fuel is a contentious topic
here in the Northern Territory. And,
while pricing remained persistently
high last year, the cost of fuel has
dropped in 2015. Obviously, this has
offered a great cost-of-living relief
to AANT Members and, indeed,
all Territorians.

We’ve all been in that situation: you’re
driving along, when suddenly, a burst
of light comes through the windscreen
and obscures your vision. While it might
be a common occurrence, it’s certainly
one situation that continues to baffle
motorists. For our March edition, we take
a look at seven sticky situations (page 8)
on the road, and offer you some helpful
tips on how to overcome them.

While it’s certainly welcome news for
motorists filling up at the pump, here at
AANT, we want to ensure prices continue
to remain reasonable in the future. Already,
we’ve called on the Australian Competition
and Consumer Commission to add NT
to its list of locations to investigate in
upcoming price reviews.

Living in the Top End, there’s a good
chance you’ll encounter an animal when
driving on country roads. And, although
it’s not unusual, sometimes it can be
difficult to work out exactly how you
should handle the situation. To help, we’ve
compiled a few useful tips (page 6) which
should come in handy and help keep you
safe on the road.
In travel, we head east across the border
to Queensland’s tropical north. For years,
the area’s been a hot-spot for travellers
wanting to experience some of Australia’s
most diverse natural wonders. In fact, the
state boasts two World Heritage listed
sites: Barron Gorge National Park and
the infamous Great Barrier Reef. To get a
better understanding of what the region
has to offer, travel expert John Pedler
takes us on a journey from reef
to rainforest.
In motoring, we take the all-new electric
BMW i3 for a spin – for our verdict, flick to
page 14. As usual, this edition’s packed
full with plenty of great competitions,
expert advice from our motoring team,
a list of events held in and around the
Territory, not to mention some exclusive
member deals.
Happy and safe motoring!

Emma Waterman
Editor

Over the coming months, we’ll continue to
watch the price at the pump and work with
all stakeholders to ensure motorists in the
Territory get a fair deal.

COMMERCIAL CUSTOMERS
If you’re a business owner, did you know you can have your work vehicles protected
with AANT? Currently, more than 200 Territory businesses choose AANT to look after
the Road Service of their commercial vehicles. For peace of mind,
24-hours a day, a group membership for your
commercial vehicles is the
way to go. This way, if
one of your employees
gets stuck out on the
road, we’ll be able to
come to their rescue and
get them going as soon
as possible. Plus, you’ll
be saved a stressful
phone call!
For information, call
8925 5901 or email
Rebecca Keohane at
rkeohane@raa.com.au

Images @ iStock, AANT.

COMPETITION WINNERS
Congratulations to the following winners from ntmotor December 2014.
Booster seat: E Ng, Karama
Crocosaurus cove: M Savvas, Malak
Lonely Planet travel pack: C Roper, Winnellie
Free fuel: M Whitaker, Darwin
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Located on Knuckey Street, the AANT Shop is bursting with products of all shapes
and sizes. From GPS navigation devices and luggage to car seats and breathalysers
there’s plenty to choose from. For a number of years, we’ve been selling the
popular Lonely Planet travel guidebooks and, last year, we expanded to
include a wide range of the company’s travel accessories.
However, members have been asking us to increase our range
of guides, phrasebooks and travel-planning publications as
the number of bookshops in the Territory that stock these
items continues to decrease. So now, you’ll see an even larger
range of travel publications on our shelves – perfect for planning
your next getaway.
Remember, AANT Members receive a discount on AANT Shop
purchases and we also ship to regional members around the Territory.

HEALTHY CARS
In partnership with the Northern Territory Government, AANT held another successful
free vehicle-inspection day for our members at the end of last year. Held on Saturday
6 December in the Bunnings car park at Coconut Grove, approximately 40 vehicles were
inspected by our trusted Approved Repairers. The mechanics checked everything from
tyre tread and pressure to fluid levels and electrics.
Transport minister at the time, Peter Styles, dropped in to chat with the members and
Approved Repairers, and check out all the hard work being carried out.
We’ll be holding another vehicle-inspection day for members in the coming months,
so stay tuned for more details.

B Y DAV I D L OY

A ANT P RESIDENT
We have entered 2015 at a time of much
change and great opportunity for AANT.
Our success in raising a voice in NT on
fuel pricing in late 2014 has continued to
see positive benefits across the Territory:
fuel-price margins have started to improve
and regional prices are decreasing.
AANT will continue to advocate and
represent all NT motorists to ensure that
fuel pricing remains a key topic and the cost
of motoring remains fair against our
interstate counterparts.
Over the past three months we’ve
conducted research and surveyed our
members. In 2015, this will become an
ongoing exercise that will allow the
AANT team and council to keep track of
member satisfaction and give members the
opportunity to communicate and suggest
improvements to the organisation. We
thank all members for participating in this
research, and encourage those who have
not already, to give us their feedback and
suggestions in future surveys.
The AANT Council is using this research
and recent business planning to explore
new opportunities for products and
services that we can provide Territorians.
Many of the other national motoring clubs
have expanded their business models to
provide increased levels of benefits and
discounts to their members. While some of
these areas may be hard for the population
and geography of AANT, we’re looking at
all options to grow the benefits that you, as
members, can receive.

WIN

A BOOK PACK

If you’re planning your next family holiday, we have the
perfect book package to complement your trip. The fourbook pack includes an accommodation guide to help you
find a place to suit your needs; a travelogue to record all the
important details from your journey; a Lonely Planet signspotting book, filled with absurd and amusing signs from
around the world; and Lonely Planet’s Travel with Children,
full of tips for travelling as a family. This edition, one lucky
ntmotor reader will win this comprehensive book pack.

We wish you safe travel on our roads and
remember, we’re always there for you if you
need us.

David Loy
AANT President

For your chance to win, write your name, address and
AANT Membership Number on the back of – or inside –
an envelope and post it to:
WIN a book pack
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801
Conditions: The competition commences 16 March with the last mail on 6 May 2015. Total prize pool is valued at $95.85. Entry is open to Northern
Territory residents only who are members of AANT. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take
place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at 2pm 8 May 2015. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The
winner will be published in the June 2015 issue of ntmotor, published 15 June. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in
conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin,
NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

www.aant.com.au
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Animal alert
Whether it’s a mob of cattle being moved by a farmer or a kangaroo in search of
food, there’s a good chance you’ll encounter an animal when driving on country
roads. But would you know how to respond?

E

ach year in Australia, thousands of
crashes are caused by hitting an
animal. Unsurprisingly, most of these
occur in rural areas. What’s more, many roads
in the Territory aren’t fenced, which means
there’s a higher chance animals could wander
onto the road. So what should you do if you
see an animal on the road?
You may have seen signs saying ‘stock
on road’; these are a warning that drivers
should prepare to slow down, as there
could be livestock around. Although they
don’t impose any legal requirement on
drivers, or provide legal protection to those
moving livestock, it’s important to follow
the warnings. In fact, if you’re caught driving
dangerously in such a situation you could
be fined.
Things may change a little in other states.
For example, in Victoria, you may notice
‘stop’ or ‘give way’ signs at stock crossings,
which legally require you to wait for livestock
to cross.
You may also see signs advising that
wildlife is common in a certain area. Again,

these are there to warn drivers to take care
and slow down if needed.
Here are some more tips that may help:
WATCH out for ‘stock on road’ or other animal
warning signs.
SLOW down if you see an animal, even if it’s
just on the side of the road – it may suddenly
decide to move in front of your car; and
driving past animals at speed may frighten
them causing them to rush up against
and over adjacent fences or otherwise
behave erratically.
DON’T swerve as this may cause you to lose
control of your vehicle or hit an oncoming car
or the animal. If safe to do so – brake firmly
to reduce speed, but be mindful of following
traffic and road conditions.
FOLLOW advice from the person in control
of the livestock – they’ll have a good
understanding of their animals and may
be able to offer tips on how to pass safely.
However, sometimes the only option is to wait
patiently until the animals have moved off
the road.

NEVER sound your horn around animals as
this may frighten them.
LOOK for working dogs – they’ll be
watching the animals, not your car.
AVOID driving at dawn, dusk and after dark if
possible. This is when nocturnal animals and
birds will be on the move, plus the light at
these times means it’s difficult to anticipate
any sudden movement.

What to do if you
hit an animal
Stop, when safe, and check on the
animal’s condition. If it’s been injured,
contact the RSPCA on 8984 3795. If
it hasn’t survived, remove the body
from the road so it doesn’t obstruct
oncoming traffic. If you can’t move
it safely yourself, contact the Traffic
Management Centre on 8924 7153,
or the nearest police station.

Hyundai Sonata*
Set to hit showrooms anytime now, the
Korean-built Sonata will fill the void left by
the discontinued i45. With a conservative
shape and design, there’s certainly a focus
on comfort rather than sportiness. The
petrol-only sedan will be available in either
a 2.4-litre four-cylinder engine or a powerful
2.0-litre four-cylinder turbocharged system.
Hyundai has focused on safety with seven
airbags, LED lighting, blind-spot detection
and rear cross-traffic alert included as
standard. A hybrid version’s also been
developed; however, it remains to be seen
whether it’ll be available to Aussie buyers.
*Overseas models pictured. Images © Autonews, iStock.

Tougher safety standards

Flying cars a reality?
If you thought flying cars were the domain of sci-fi flicks,
think again. Pal-V One is a Dutch-built two-seater vehicle
that converts from a three-wheeled motorcycle to a
gyrocopter in just 10 minutes. The prototype can accelerate
from 0-100km/h in less than eight seconds and a full tank of
fuel will last around 350km flying, or 1200km driving.
Pal-V has already started taking orders for the flying car
in Europe; however, buyers won’t actually receive their
purchase until 2017. Users
will need a short runway to
take-off and will likely require both a
recreational pilot licence and a driver’s
licence. So how much will this kind of
technology set you back? Just a spare
$400,000.

Image © iStock.

A PICNIC PACK
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Mazda CX-3
The all-new CX-3 – the smallest SUV in
Mazda’s range – is positioned between
the Mazda2 and Mazda3 in terms of
price and size. Due to be released into
a highly competitive SUV-market in
March, Mazda’s popular Kodo design
language should help it to stand out
from the crowd. Under the bonnet,
there’ll likely be the choice of a 1.5-litre
turbo diesel or 2.0-litre petrol engine,
coupled with a six-speed manual or
automatic transmission. Pricing is
expected to start from around $22,000
for the base model.

Volvo XC90*
Expected to reach Australia in May,
the second-generation XC90 will have
a distinctly more upmarket feel than
its predecessor. Priced just below
$90,000 for the entry-level variant,
the Swedish manufacturer claims the
seven-seater Volvo is the safest and
most technologically advanced vehicle
they’ve released to date. Features will
include a one-touch screen that controls
everything from sat nav to climate
control. Plus, it’ll also be the first Volvo
to receive the new Scaleable Platform
Architecture (SPA), a system that allows
the same platform to be used in
other models.

WIN

ANCAP (the Australasian New Car Assessment Program) has
announced plans to align its testing standards with its European
counterpart, EuroNCAP.
With a longer list of compulsory standard features than the Australian
program, it’s hoped aligning with the European organisation will
encourage manufacturers to improve the safety of
local vehicles.
Until 2017, vehicles that have already been
tested by EuroNCAP will automatically be
given the same rating here. Cars that are only
sold in Australia will continue to be tested
under ANCAP standards; however those
standards will gradually get tougher each
year until 2018, by which time they should
mirror the European requirements.

A FIRST AID KIT

Nothing beats heading down to the park on the weekend for a relaxing barbecue catch-up with family
and friends. However, on top of all your food and drink, there are a few other essentials you’ll need to
complete the day. This edition, we’re giving readers the chance to win a handy picnic pack, perfect for
your next barbecue outing. Included in the pack is a 30-can esky cooler; a compact Coleman fan; an AANT
drink cooler; a one-litre Lonely Planet drink bottle; and a Billabong outdoor rug.

You never know when you’re going to need a first aid kit, so it’s always a good idea to have one on
hand. To make sure you’re equipped, we’re giving you the chance to win your very own St John first
aid training kit. This all-purpose kit will enable you to treat a range of injuries in any location. Loaded
with quality first-aid supplies, it also features fold-out pouches to keep the contents organised for
easy-access in the case of an emergency.

For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT Membership Number on the back of – or inside –
an envelope and post it to:

For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT Membership Number on the back of –
or inside – an envelope and post it to:
Conditions: The competition commences 16 March with the last mail on 6 May 2015. Total prize

WIN a picnic pack
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

WIN a first aid kit
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

mar 2015

Conditions: The competition commences 16 March with the last mail on 6 May 2015. Total prize pool is valued at
$93.75. Entry is open to Northern Territory residents only who are members of AANT. The first entry drawn that fulfils
the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at 2pm 8 May
2015. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the
June 2015 issue of ntmotor, published 15 June. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in
conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc.,
2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

pool is valued at $87.95. Entry is open to Northern Territory residents only who are members of
AANT. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take
place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at 2pm 8 May 2015. The winner will be notified by mail
or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the June 2015 issue of
ntmotor, published 15 June. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used
in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the
Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

www.aant.com.au
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DRIVING INTO SUN GLARE

A burst of sunlight suddenly dazzles and blinds you,
preventing you from clearly seeing the road ahead. If
possible, the best option is to pull over; however, in some
cases, there’s no safe spot or opportunity to do so.
TOP TIPS: Invest in a pair of polarised sunglasses; unlike
regular shades that darken everything, they selectively block
out the type of light (horizontal rays, for those playing at
home) that causes glare.
Also, ensure your windscreen’s clean, both inside and
out. When sun hits dirty glass, the direction of the ray
changes creating what’s called ‘stray light’, which can
dazzle and distract drivers. The same goes for chipped or
cracked windscreens.
Keep your dashboard free from any objects that could
reflect the light. Also, use your car’s sun visors to help
block the sun, slow down, leave extra space between you
and the car ahead and turn your headlights on to help
others see you.

Sticky
situations

AN AWKWARD BREAKDOWN

From brakes failing to driving into blinding sun,
there are certain situations that seem to confuse
and baffle motorists. This edition, we look at
how to handle seven of these sticky situations.

mar 2015

Image © Getty.

When driving down a steep hill, your vehicle will tend
to gather speed very quickly putting significantly more
pressure on your brakes and drastically increasing your
stopping distance. But, there are some simple steps you can
take to improve your safety.
TOP TIPS: Leave extra distance between you and the
car in front so you have more time to stop in an emergency.
This is even more important if you’re towing a trailer or
caravan, as the heavier your vehicle is, the longer it will take
to come to a halt. If it’s a long descent, try putting your car
in a lower gear, as it will allow the engine to do some of the
braking – this is the case for both manuals and automatics.
Don’t worry; this won’t put any extra strain on the engine.
Also, never coast in neutral. While many motorists seem
to think this will save fuel, research has shown this isn’t the
case. What’s more, by doing so, you’re actually relinquishing
some of the control over your car, which is particularly
dangerous when going down a steep descent.

GETTING A SUDDEN PUNCTURE

Breaking down in a tricky spot, such as at a set of traffic
lights or in the middle of a road, can be a nerve-racking and
potentially dangerous situation.

This is one of the most alarming experiences you can
encounter on the road; however, the best advice is not
to panic.

TOP TIPS: Where possible, try and drive or coast
your car to a safe spot before it stops. However, if you
can’t do so, don’t push your car on your own, as you
could lose control of the vehicle and risk being hit by
passing cars.

TOP TIPS: When a tyre suddenly blows out, your car
will veer to one side, sometimes quite violently, particularly
if you’re travelling at highway speeds. So it’s vital you keep
a firm grip on the steering wheel and do your best to keep
your car straight.

Visibility is key: put your hazard and parking lights
on and, if it’s safe to get out of the vehicle (from the
passenger’s side, if possible), lift your bonnet to alert other
motorists to your situation. If you can’t get out, keep your
seatbelt fastened.

While your first instinct may be to slam on the brake, it’s
crucial you resist this temptation, as it may cause your car
to spin.

Next, call AANT. The consultant will take details about your
situation and location. It’s important to consider the safest
place to wait for help – it might be safer to get out of your
car and wait on the footpath or as far away from passing
traffic as possible, even on the other side of barriers or the
railing seen on freeways. Never stand on the road.

8

GOING DOWN A STEEP HILLLS

Rather, slowly take your foot off the accelerator and,
regardless of whether you’re in a manual or an automatic,
progressively shift into lower gears.
Once your car has naturally slowed down, gently apply the
brake and steer your car towards the side of the road. Avoid
stopping where the vehicle could potentially cause danger
to traffic. It’s better to sacrifice the tyre and travel to a safe
location rather than risk causing a crash.

www.aant.com.au

9

motoring
TOP TIPS: On unsealed roads, your tyres have less grip and the
road surfaces are less predictable, so reduce your speed to suit the
conditions and increase the distance between you and the car in
front. Ideally, you should do this before you hit the unsealed road.
Some argue you should drive fast over bumps in the road, as you’ll
feel them less. However, this reduces your grip even further, so it’s
safer to go slow. It’s also less punishing on your vehicle.

YOUR BRAKES STOP WORKING
Importantly, do what you can to stop this happening in the first place,
including getting your car serviced regularly and checking your brake
fluid at least once a month. However, if you do find yourself in this
situation, here’s what to do.

Where possible, follow tracks left by other cars, as this will provide
firmer ground. Also, turn your headlights on to increase visibility in
dust clouds; steer and brake gently to avoid skidding; don’t swerve
to miss an animal; and take particular care around corners.

TOP TIPS: Stay calm and pump your brake pedal hard and fast
– this may create just enough pressure to get the situation under
control. If this doesn’t work, apply the handbrake – but do so slowly
to prevent your car from skidding – and then shift into a lower gear.
You may have to go down a couple of gears to get sufficient enginebraking assistance. You may need to use your horn to warn other
drivers and steer to avoid any obstacles. Once you’ve brought your
car to a stop, call for help. Don’t start driving again until the vehicle
has been checked, even if your brakes suddenly start working.

Images © iStock.

BLOCKING AN AMBULANCE AT
A RED LIGHT

An ambulance sounding its alarm is approaching you from behind;
however, in order for it to pass, you’d have to enter an intersection
against a red light. Can you do so?
TOP TIPS: Provided it’s safe, you can legally enter an
intersection on a red light in these circumstances. The Australian
Road Rules say you must move out of the path of an emergency
vehicle that’s displaying red or blue flashing lights, or that’s sounding
an alarm, as soon as it’s safe to do so. This rule applies despite any
other road rule. If you get a fine from a red light camera in these
circumstances, you can seek a review and request a withdrawal of
the notice.

DRIVING ON UNSEALED ROADS

About 60 per cent of Australia’s roads aren’t sealed. So, if you
venture beyond the suburbs, it’s likely you’ll encounter this sticky
driving situation at some point.

Nissan Patrol Cab Chassis
(2008-current)
3 star ANCAP safety rating

Big. Heavy. Tough. Deadly?
If your car is less than 5 stars, you may not
make it home alive. Safer cars save lives.
Make sure safety is your top priority when choosing
your next car. If it doesn’t have the maximum
5 star ANCAP safety rating, cross it off your list.

Accept nothing less.
ancap.com.au
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Shopping
at the
the AANT
Shopping
Members save
save at
AANT Shop
Shop
Shopping –
–– Members
Members
save
ANTLER
LUGGAGE
LONELY PLANET
TRAVEL BOOKS

ANTLER
CYBERLITE
HEMA MAPS

ESKY 30 CAN COOLER
IN BLUE OR BLACK

BLACKWOLF
HONEYWELL INCAR
BACKPACK
CAMERA

$239.00
$9.95

MY BAG TAG
BRITAX
TWIN LUGGAGE TAGS
TOURER BOOSTER SEAT

MEDIUM CASE
ASSORTED HEMA MAPS
RRP
$279.00
PRICED
FROM
RRP $8.95

ARMORALL ENHANCED
BRITAX MESSY MAT
CAR CARE GIFT PACK

MEMBERS PRICE

MEMBERS PRICE

RRP $24.95

RRP $59.95

RRP $19.95

RRP $7.95

PORTACONE
BRITAX
PORTABLE SAFETY CONE
VEHICLE SEAT PROTECTOR

MEMBERS PRICE
MEMBERS PRICE

MEMBERS PRICE
MEMBERS PRICE

MEMBERS PRICE
MEMBERS PRICE

RRP $49.95
RRP FROM $239.00

RRP $9.95
RRP $115.00

RRP $38.95
RRP $39.95

RRP $29.95
RRP $29.95

LONELY PLANET
DRIVER PLATES AVAILABLE
2 WAY PILLOW
SEPARATELY

LONELY PLANET
HEMA GPS HN6
WORLD DIGITAL ALARM

$24.95
$35.95

LONELY PLANET
CAMPING WITH DOGS
STRETCH LIGHTS (2 PACK)

LONELY PLANET
PACKING CUBES

$17.95

GO TRAVEL
PASSPORT POUCH

$6.95

MEAN MOTHER
5 PIECE RECOVERY KIT

$169.00
$7.95

MEMBERS PRICE
MEMBERS PRICE FROM

$7.95
$95.00

$49.95

MEMBERS PRICE
MEMBERS PRICE

MEMBERS PRICE

MEMBERS PRICE

MEMBERS PRICE

MEMBERS PRICE

RRP $34.95

RRP $39.95

RRP $14.50

RRP $98.95

$29.95

LONELY PLANET
LUGGAGE STRAP

$36.95
$179.00

ASSORTED
PLAYING CARDS

MEMBERS PRICE

LONELY PLANET
TOILETRY BAG

MEMBERS PRICE
MEMBERS PRICE

KORJO
SQUINCHY PILLOWS

MEMBERS PRICE

$19.95

ASSORTED BOOKS
TITANIA SET
FROM
RRP $528.00
RRP $12.99

TRUNKI
CHILD SUITCASE

$34.95

AANT UMBRELLAS

$13.05

LONELY PLANET
1 LITRE DRINK BOTTLE

$88.95

ANTLER
ELARA LUGGAGE

$24.95
$24.95

TAMPER TELL
ASSORTED CAMPING
DELUXE BAGGAGE TIES
GUIDES

MEMBERS PRICE

MEMBERS PRICE

MEMBERS PRICE

RRP $34.95

RRP $29.95

RRP $19.95

$29.95

$24.95

ANTLER LUGGAGE

MEMBERS PRICE

$16.95

$579.00
RRP $699.00

ST JOHN’S FIRST AID KIT
Available colours

MEMBERS PRICE
MEMBERS PRICE

$34.95
$3.00
RRP $39.95
RRP $4.20 EA

GO TRAVEL
LONELY PLANET
SPEAKER CASE
SOFT SEAT

MEMBERS PRICE
MEMBERS PRICE

MEMBERS PRICE
MEMBERS PRICE

MEMBERS PRICE
MEMBERS PRICE

RRP $39.95
RRP $699.00

RRP $19.95
RRP $29.95

RRP $14.95
RRP $29.95

$32.95
$499.00
GO TRAVEL - DRY PHONE
ASSORTED HEMA
WATERPROOF CASE
ATLAS & GUIDES

$16.95
$25.95

GO TRAVEL
HEMA
BEAUTY CASE
GREAT DESERT TRACKS

$11.95
$26.95

GO TRAVEL
HEMA AUSTRALIA
MOBILE POWER PACK
TRUCKIES ATLAS

ANTLER JUNO COLLECTION
SET OF 3
RRP $799.00

MEMBERS PRICE
MEMBERS PRICE

MEMBERS PRICE
MEMBERS PRICE FROM

MEMBERS PRICE
MEMBERS PRICE

MEMBERS PRICE
MEMBERS PRICE

RRP $49.95
RRP $29.95

RRP $11.50
RRP FROM $34.95

RRP $33.95
RRP $95.00

RRP $29.95
RRP $39.95

$29.95
$24.95
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$9.95
$31.45

$21.95
$85.00

$19.95
$35.95

MEMBERS PRICE

$439.00

OUTDOOR
RRP $98.95

MEMBERS PRICE

$88.95

VISIT THE NEW AANT SHOP, CORNER OF KNUCKEY AND SMITH STREET,
VISIT THE
SHOP,
CORNER
OF SHOP
KNUCKEY
ANDAT
SMITH
STREET,
ORDER OVER
THE AANT
PHONE
ON 8925
5901 OR
ONLINE
WWW.AANT.COM.AU
ORDER
OVER
THE PHONE
8925
ONLINE
AT
WWW.AANT.COM.AU
Prices
valid 1 December
2014 to 28 ON
February
2015 5901
or while OR
stocksSHOP
last. Postage
fee applies
to online
and phone orders.
Prices valid 1 March 2015 to 31 May 2015 or while stocks last. Postage fee applies to online and phone orders.

new car reviews

BMW
i3

Hyundai
Genesis

BMW believes in an electric-car future.
Just as it has designated its conventional
sports models the ‘M’ range, it’s started
the ‘i’ range for its sustainable vehicles with
electric motors or hybrid systems.
VALUE FOR MONEY
The i3 has the normal features you’d expect
in a 3-series, such as climate control, cruise
control, parking assist, heated electric
folding mirrors, automatic windscreen
wipers and lights, keyless start-stop, digital
radio and sat nav.
The battery pack, which comes with an
eight-year 100,000km warranty, can be
charged from a standard domestic power
outlet in around 11 hours. However, for an
additional $1750 – plus home-installation
costs – the BMW i Wallbox charging station
reduces this to just six hours.
DESIGN AND FUNCTION
The i3 four-seat, five-door hatch runs solely
on electric power. With a high driving
position and small footprint making it easy
to park, the i3’s a very city-friendly drive.
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One downside to the design is the rearhinged coach doors, which require those
hopping into the rear seats have both doors
open to do so.
Unlike the foundation for other BMWs,
the i3 is built on a skateboard-like design,
which has been optimised for electric
vehicles. Essentially, this is a lightweight
carbon-fibre cell for passengers sitting on
top of an aluminium skateboard, which
houses the electric motor and battery pack.
If the range-extender model is chosen,
there’ll also be a two-cylinder 28kW 650cc
engine used to power the generator and
recharge the batteries on longer drives.
ON THE ROAD
The rear-wheel drive will gallop from
standstill to 100km/h in just 7.2 seconds
and is capable of a top speed of 150km/h.
Where the i3 really excels is in mid-range
acceleration from 80 to 110km/h, and this
performance is critical when overtaking on
country roads.
The performance of the i3 is just as good
when you take your foot off the accelerator,

as it’s designed to quickly slow the vehicle
down while re-generating power back into
the batteries. In fact, the retardation is so
effective that, a lot of the time, there’s no
need to use the brakes; however, this will
take some getting used to.
SUMMARY
In the i3, BMW is a smart answer to the
electric-vehicle dilemma of achieving range
when needed, with the added functionality
of a family and city-friendly car.
POWER
Electric motor 125kW
Range Extender 28kW @ 5000rpm
TORQUE
Electric motor 250 Nm
Range Extender 56 Nm @ 4500rpm
PRICE RANGE
Electric motor $63,900
Range Extender $69,900
FUEL CONSUMPTION
Range Extender 0.6L/100km
GREEN VEHICLE GUIDE RATING
(both)
CRASH RATING (EURONCAP)
(both)
WARRANTY
3 year/unlimited kilometres

Hyundai has entered the affordable luxurycar market. Its bold, first foot forward into
this new world is the Genesis.
VALUE FOR MONEY
The main hurdle for Hyundai is
understanding the game-changing value
proposition that will get the luxury-car
market to listen to it. It’s made a good
starting point with a price tag that’s
probably half that of its competitors, when
you compare spec-for-spec. This includes
complimentary servicing for the first five
years or 75,000km of ownership, which is
worth about $1500.
Essentially, the Genesis is just one model
with two option packs. The base model’s
fairly well equipped with goodies such as
smart cruise control, rain-sensing wipers,
proximity smart key with a push-button
start and sat nav. Inside, Hyundai has
achieved the luxury-car feel with leather
trim, a 17-speaker Lexicon audio system,
heated 12-way power front seats and an
auto-dimming interior mirror.

For an additional $11,000, the Sensory
variant includes driver support with blindspot detection, rear cross-traffic alert,
heads-up display and LED front fog lights.
The range-topping Ultimate model includes
creature comforts like ventilated front seats
and heated rear seats, a panoramic glass roof
and noise-reducing acoustic glass.
DESIGN AND FUNCTION
Styling traditionally hasn’t been Hyundai’s
strong suit; however, the sleek silhouette
of the Genesis should attract buyers in this
market. Longer than a Holden Caprice and
wider than a BMW 5-series, this certainly
isn’t a small car.		
Safety has been prioritised in the design
of the Genesis. In fact, the luxury sedan
achieved the highest ANCAP score of any
car in the safety program’s history, with
36.88 points out of a possible 37, giving it
a five-star safety rating.
ON THE ROAD
The responsive 3.8-litre V6 engine, combined
with a slick and silky-shifting eight-speed

automatic transmission delivers a strong and
smooth performance. Unfortunately, this
comes at the cost of fuel consumption which
is 11.2L/100km.
Surprisingly quiet on the road, the handling
will suit most drivers; however, when pushed
to the limit, steering’s not as sure-footed or
sharp as some competitors.
SUMMARY
The Genesis has raised the bar in affordable
luxury and its value-for-money package,
exterior design and refinement will challenge
the established players in the market.
POWER
232kW @ 6000rpm
TORQUE
397Nm @ 5000 rpm
PRICE RANGE
Genesis $60,000–$82,000
FUEL CONSUMPTION
11.2L/100km
GREEN VEHICLE GUIDE RATING
(all)
CRASH RATING (ANCAP)
(all)
WARRANTY
5 year/unlimited kilometres

www.aant.com.au
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used car review

Ask an expert…
Why is it important to tighten the wheel
nuts on my car to the correct tension?

Suzuki
SX4 2008

You probably haven’t given much thought to the wheel nuts on your tyres, but they’re
actually a critical part of a car as they keep the wheels firmly attached to the wheel hub.
Not tightening the wheel nuts enough could eventually cause the wheel to fall off, while
over tightening can make it difficult to remove the wheel or cause complications such as
brake vibration.
So if you’ve had your car serviced or you’ve had your tyres changed, make sure you ask
the serviceman to ensure the wheel nuts are tightened according to the manufacturer’s
recommendation, which can usually be found in your owner’s manual.
Getting the tension correct requires a specific tool – a torque wrench. So if you’ve
changed the tyres yourself, it’s worth getting a professional or someone with access to
this tool to check.
The correct tightening pattern is also essential. Generally wheels fitted with four wheel
nuts are done up in an X-shaped sequence, while vehicles fitted with five wheel nuts
are done up in a star-shaped sequence. Once again, it’s essential that you refer to your
owner’s manual.

Find out more by calling AANT's Technical Advisory Service on 1300 661 466.

Image © iStock.

Automobile Association of the Northern Territory
Suzuki has a great reputation when it
comes to motorcycles, but its car brand’s
somewhat underrated, considering it screws
cars together as well as most other
Japanese brands.

PRICE RANGE
SX4 hatch (manual) $6600–$9300
SX4 sedan (manual) $6700–$9400
SX4 S AWD hatch (manual) $8300–$11,700

PRICE WHEN NEW
SX4 hatch (manual) $19,990
SX4 sedan (manual) $19,990
SX4 S AWD hatch (manual) $24,990

AVERAGE KILOMETRES
95,000km

CRASH RATING (ANCAP)
★ ★ ★ ★ (hatchback only)

GREEN VEHICLE GUIDE RATING
★ ★ ★ ★ (SX4 S sedan and hatch manual)
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While the Swift and Kizashi are popular
models, the SX4 sits firmly in the middle
of the Suzuki pack. Even though it’s available
as either an all-wheel drive (AWD) or 2WD
– and despite the 4WD connotations of the
SX4 name – it’s really a city car, especially
in terms of handling and steering. Originally,
many buyers opted for the SX4 thanks
to its high-seating position and space
for passengers.
Besides the keyless start system – a
feature that’s ahead of its time for vehicles in
this category – the SX4 also has a reasonable
level of standard features, especially the
AWD S model, which includes climate
control, cruise control, a leather steering
wheel and power mirrors.
The AWD’s also the safer option,
with head and side airbags for the front
passengers, as well as the dual front
airbags that are standard across the range.
Unfortunately, the 2008 SX4 doesn’t have
ESC, so if you want this safety feature, you’ll
have to look at another brand or choose a
newer 2011 model where it’s included.

The SX4 range is available in either a
sedan or hatch. As there isn’t much of a
price difference, the hatch is probably the
better pick for functionality, plus there’s also
the option of two-wheel drive or all-wheel
drive capability. All models are sold with
either a four-speed automatic transmission
or five-speed manual gearbox. The manual
transmission makes the most of the power
delivered by the 107kW, 2.0-litre engine,
although it can be a bit noisy at higher
revs. When it comes to fuel consumption,
the 2.0-litre engine isn’t particularly frugal,
coming in at around 8 to 9L/100km.
No major faults have been identified
with this model and, on the whole, they’re
relatively cheap to maintain and repair.
A major service is required at six years or
90,000km, at a cost of around $600 (or
slightly higher for manual versions), so factor
this into the price.
Overall, the SX4 is a reliable, compact car
with some all-wheel drive functionality.

All car reviews are compiled by AANT Head of Technical and
Automotive and Australia’s Best Cars judge, Mark Borlace.
Prices shown for used cars are approximate dealer retail prices
for vehicles in average-to-good condition. These
prices will vary depending upon vehicle condition and
kilometres travelled. Source –
Glass’s guide. For full range
of prices, contact AANT
Technical Advisory Service
on 1300 661 466.

approved repairers
mechanical repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Centralian Motors
Corner North Stuart Highway
and Dalgety Road
8952 2333
ALICE SPRINGS Peter Kittle Motor Co
46 Stuart Highway
8952 5500
ALICE SPRINGS St John Ambulance
74 Sargent Street
8950 0600
BERRIMAH Hidden Valley Auto Ctr
9 Hidden Valley Road
8947 0060

WINNELLIE Winnellie Auto Ctr 1–8
370 Stuart Highway
8984 4448
WOOLNER
Auto Inspection and Road Service
15/34 Bishop Street
8981 7333
WOOLNER Paul’s Service Centre
6 Charlton Court

8941 1322

specialist repairers

automotive windscreens

CASUARINA Ultra Tune 1–8
3 Dripstone Road

8945 2122

COCONUT GROVE
Ben’s Automotive Service Centre
47 De Latour Street

ALICE SPRINGS
Trusty Glass (O’Brien Glass agent)
31 North Stuart Highway
8952 3322

8985 5455

COCONUT GROVE Prompt Auto Repairs Pty Ltd
14 Travers Street
8985 6733

YARRAWONGA
Top End Windscreens
4 McCourt Road

8932 4040

PALMERSTON Atic Mechanical Repairs
17 Beresford Road
8932 2002

STUART PARK O’Brien Glass
38 Stuart Highway

8981 4612

PALMERSTON Ultra Tune
3 Muluka Street

automatic transmissions

STUART PARK
NT Automotive Group
34 Stuart Highway

8931 3411

8946 4444

STUART PARK Brian Turner Automotive
35 Stuart Highway
8981 9191
WINNELLIE NT Auto Repairs
9 Steele Street

8947 4746

WINNELLIE St John Ambulance
7 Raphael Road

8922 4435

YARRAWONGA Mick Taylor Automatics
4618 McEnzie Place
8983 1231

automotive electrician
BERRIMAH
Cooltech Auto Electrical & Airconditioning
4/4 Moo Street
8947 2685
COCONUT GROVE
A&C Automotive Electrics
Unit 1/6 Travers Street

•

diesel specialists
BERRIMAH MTQ Engine Systems
20 Anictomatis Road
8984 3953

crash repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Andrew Paterson
49 Priest Street
8952 6360
BERRIMAH Boscato Panel Works
1140 McMillans Road

8984 3137

DARWIN Darwin Crash Repairs
2 Finniss Street

8981 4000

WINNELLIE B & S Body Works
85 Winnellie Road

8947 2251

mechanical repairer
categories
1 Engine tune-up
2 Minor engine repair and vehicle servicing
3 Major engine repair
4 Steering and suspension
5 Brakes
6 Electrical
7 Clutch, manual transmission and rear axle
8 Automatic transmission
9 Air conditioning
Where no categories are shown,
the repairer is approved in all nine.

8948 1244

•AANT Battery Service Centre
www.aant.com.au
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Tropical treats
Far North Queensland, where one World
Heritage listed site just isn’t enough.
Story: John Pedler

H

igh up in the rainforest canopy,
the birds chatter, chirp and
squawk. Higher still, the
gondolas of the Skyrail Rainforest
Cableway carry passengers above
the prehistoric wilderness of Barron
Gorge National Park, which is part of
the World Heritage listed Wet Tropics
of Queensland. Between Smithfield,
just north of Cairns, and the Atherton
Tablelands township of Kuranda,
the cableway stops at two stations,
descending through the forest layers
on approach. Turn up at Barron Falls
Station in the wet season and you’ll likely
experience the tropics in full voice –
the thunderous cascades draining the
sodden tablelands.
A more traditional method of reaching
Kuranda is by scenic railway. Built in the
late 1800s to connect the tin miners
of the hinterland to coastal ports,
the railway took around five years to
complete. In the upper reaches, the loco
chugs along, high above the deep gorge
carved by the Barron River, and there are
excellent views out over the rainforest
and along the coast. At Stoney Creek
Falls, the waters tumble down the sheer
cliff face, before disappearing beneath
a curved trestle bridge that 1890s rail
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workers somehow managed to erect in
the wildest of places.
Far North Queensland is not short
on World Heritage listed marvels.
Only a relatively short boat ride from
Cairns or Port Douglas lies the
2300km long Great Barrier Reef, one
of the planet’s natural wonders. At
Agincourt Reef, about 90 minutes out
from Port Douglas, passengers alight
onto a permanently moored platform.
The afternoon can then be spent
exploring an underwater world, busy
with colourful fish, giant clams and
strange creatures that require a marine
biologist to explain. Luckily there’s
one on hand, identifying alien-like
oddities for travellers aboard the semisubmersible. Scuba divers can head off
to explore the depths, but the
really vivid colours are best seen
while snorkelling in the shallows.
The Daintree Rainforest is also part
of the Wet Tropics of Queensland
World Heritage area and is so ancient
that it contains plant species that
existed when Australia was part of the
supercontinent, Gondwana, over
120 million years ago. To experience
jungle life, you can choose from a

www.aant.com.au
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traveller’s
tip:

Here you’ll find a mix of lush farmland and
dense rainforest, and there are several
easy-to-reach attractions. The waterfall
circuit takes in three falls – Ellinjaa,
Zillie and Millaa Millaa. Freefalling 18m
into a cool plunge pool, Millaa Millaa
Falls seems almost theme-park like in
its symmetry, and it looks just as good
in real life as it does on the countless
postcards and tourist brochures that
display its image. Lakes Eacham and
Barrine are volcanic in origin, but since
the countryside simmered down, they’ve
evolved into stunningly scenic locations.
Lake Barrine, the larger of the two, has
a restaurant/teahouse and boat cruises,
while the smaller Lake Eacham is a great
spot for a swim and a picnic.

and the city’s botanic garden has been
developed around existing ecosystems.
This includes a boardwalk through one
of the last remaining stands of lowland
rainforest in the area, and a tidal saltwater
creek that’s a breeding ground for marine
crustaceans and a hangout for local birds.
And no botanic garden in the tropics would
be complete without crocodile warning
signs. It would be easy to while away the
best part of a day here, exploring the lily
pond, the bamboo garden and the orchid
house before cooling down in the Munro
Martin Fernery. It’s hard to tell where the
garden ends and the bush begins, and
you may find you’ve wandered onto a
path leading deep into Mount Whitfield
Conservation Park.

If you have a spare day then take a drive
up to the southern Atherton Tablelands.

Cairns, the region’s unofficial ‘capital’,
barely keeps the bush at arm’s length,

The northern reaches of Australia
represent the country’s frontier – where
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Fun!

r

detach here

*Conditions Apply

www.AshmorePalmsGoldCoast.com.au

the edge of town marks the beginning of
the wilds. And although a tropical resort
provides the comforts of the modern
world, you don’t need to venture too far
from the swimming pool to find yourself in
a place where nature still rules.

PREVIOUS PAGE: Scuba divers exploring a
colourful coral reef.
ABOVE: Taking a break from snorkelling at
Heron Island; Millaa Millaa Falls; Kurralta
Railway Station.
Images © Corbis, Tourism Queensland.

*Voucher Conditions
The $50 accommodation voucher is
available for use at Ashmore Palms Holiday
Village for stays of 4-nights or more that fall prior
to 30th June 2016. Voucher is not redeemable for
cash. Maximum one voucher per reservation. The
voucher is redeemable on the accommodation tariff across
all holiday cabin styles, subject to availability.

number of walking trails of varying lengths
and degrees of difficulty, and several
short boardwalks. If you’re keen on a dip
then head for the swimming holes in the
chilly waters of beautiful Mossman Gorge.
Or take a boat trip along the Daintree
River and maybe bump into that denizen
of the northern waterways, the saltwater
croc. You may even be lucky enough
to spot the endangered cassowary – a
flightless bird the size of an emu with a
blue neck, a bony lump on its head and
a feisty attitude that suggests it’s happy
with its own company. But it’s not all
cassowaries and crocodiles; colourful
birds abound, and a keen eye might spot
a yellow-bellied sunbird, or the showy
flashes of an azure kingfisher.

Did you know that members can receive
a discount on attractions such as the Skyrail
Rainforest Cableway, Kuranda Railway and
Great Barrier Reef cruises when pre-purchasing
their tickets through AANT? Plus, AANT can
arrange your travel insurance and Thrifty
car hire when you arrive in Far North
Queensland. To get you there, Jetstar,
Qantas and Virgin airlines fly
regularly from Darwin
to Cairns.

www.aant.com.au
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what’s on NT

Show Your Card & Save

4–6 APRIL

22–24 MAY

Easter Mountain Bike Muster

Garrmalang Festival

Alice Springs
Work off that Easter chocolate at this
three-day mountain-biking event in the
heart of the Territory. There are time trials
of varying lengths and a dedicated ride
for the kids too.
www.easterinthealice.com

Darwin
The first major Indigenous festival of
its kind to be held in Darwin celebrates
the cultures of the Larrakia people.
Expect everything from music and
visual arts to cabaret and public forums.
www.yourcentre.com.au

23–26 APRIL

30 MAY

Tjungu Festival
Yulara
Celebrate the best of Indigenous culture at this four-day
festival jam-packed with film, sport, music, food and more.
From sunrise to sunset, there’ll be something for everyone.
www.ayersrockresort.com.au

10% OFF * AT REPCO

Get more life out of your tyres
with a free balance & rotation at
Beaurepaires!

Adelaide River Races
Adelaide River
After a thrilling day of racing, nothing
beats sleeping out under the stars.
Fashions on the field and kids’
activities will be held during the day,
followed by a concert in the evening.
www.arss.org.au

6–7 JUNE

As an AANT Member you’ll get 10% off a wide range of parts,
accessories and lubricants.
And if some Repco Know How is what you need, our friendly,
expert staff are always ready to share their knowledge to help
you get the job done. Repco has over 90 years of motoring
Know How supplying parts, accessories and advice to
millions of Australian drivers and motoring professionals.
So if it’s time to change your oil
or give your car a little extra care
get into Repco.

Eye of the Storm

Greek Glenti

www.repco.com.au

Alice Springs
Get swept away by the power of words
at this literary festival showcasing some
of the Territory’s best wordsmiths.
The festival touches on universal themes that are
important for Central Australian communities.
www.ntwriters.com.au

Darwin
For a taste of Greece look no
further than the Esplanade on the
Queen’s Birthday long weekend.
Share in an abundance of traditional
food and wine, and authentic dance and costume.
Ph 0410 323 505

23–26 APRIL

Exclusive to AANT
Members FREE Wheel
Balance & Rotation.

10 MAY

6–8 JUNE

Evening Saltwater Craft Fair

Tatts Finke Desert Race

Darwin
Everything from pottery and silk
painting to glass-bead jewellery
and candles from Darwin’s best artisans will be on display at
this evening fair. It’s also the perfect place to pick something
up for Mother’s Day.
www.waterfront.nt.gov.au

Alice Springs
Australia’s premier off-road
racing event attracts bikes,
cars and buggies from across the country.
Venturing through Alice Springs and Aputula, it’s one of
the Territory’s biggest sporting events.
www.finkedesertrace.com.au

17 MAY

14 JUNE

Million Paws Walk

NT City to Surf

Jingili Water Gardens
Dogs and their owners – of all shapes and
sizes – are welcome at this RSPCA event,
which raises funds to fight cruelty against
animals. After the walk, there’ll be live
entertainment and food and drink.
www.rspcadarwin.org.au

Darwin
Joggers of all levels of fitness unite to
work up a sweat at this much-loved fun
run. Plus, the finish line at Nightcliff
Pools is the perfect place to cool off.

Simply cut out this coupon,
call 13 23 81 or your local
Beaurepaires store and book
in for your FREE balance & rotation.
To ensure this offer is only for
members, please present this
coupon along with your
AANT Membership card when
you arrive instore.

DON’T FORGET TO SHOW
YOUR CARD & SAVE.
*Excludes discounted and catalogue lines, motor vehicle & marine batteries,
transmissions, engines & cylinder heads, satellite navigation equipment, gift
cards, combo deals and trade purchases. Store stock only.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
20/01/2015
To obtain the benefits under the AANT Show Your Card & Save program,
members must show their membership card in a participating retail
outlet, or quote their member number if transacting via phone or
internet, at the point of payment to the relevant benefit provider for
goods or services provided. It is the responsibility of the member to
ask for the Show Your Card & Save benefit at the point of payment.
The AANT gives no warranty in relation to any goods, services or
information provided by Retail Partners participating in the program.
Participation in the AANT Show Your Card & Save program is
subject to the full Terms and Conditions of the program, which can
be obtained from the AANT Shop, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin,
NT 0800. Any offers extended under the program are subject to
availability and subject to the Terms and Conditions imposed
by Show Your Card & Save Partners and will not be redeemable
for cash or kind. Any benefits provided to the member cannot
be transferred, assigned, sold or otherwise retained. For AANT
Show Your Card & Save enquiries, phone 08 8925 5901 or visit
www.aant.com.au

422496_SYC&S_AD_10%OFF_AANT_120x90_MAR.indd 1

Call 13 23 81

R422496_MAR

3:25 pm

www.ntcity2surf.com.au

Got an event you’d like promoted? Email ntmotor@raa.com.au
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Images © iStock, Moving Pictures.

www.aant.com.au
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