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Australia’s lowest brokerage. Pure and simple.

Bell Direct is the trading name of Third Party Platform Pty Ltd (ABN 74 121 227 905), an Australian Financial Services Licensee (AFSL 314341) and a Participant of the Australian Securities Exchange 
(“ASX”). Learn more at belldirect.com.au where you can read our Financial Services Guide and the relevant Product Disclosure Statement or Prospectus before accessing or investing in any of our 
Products or Services. Bell Direct does not provide investment advice. You should consider your own financial situation, objectives and needs before investing. To be eligible, the member must join Bell 
Direct via belldirect.com.au/aant/registernow/ and place their first trade. $200 will then be deposited into their Bell Direct trading account to be used for brokerage or to purchase shares. 

www.aant.com.au
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Check your tank. We’ve added $200 to it.
 

Exclusively for AANT members – receive $200 when you
open a trading account and place a trade.

At $15, you won’t find lower brokerage for your online trades.
Pure and simple.

COMPETITIONS

05 Win a Zest cookbook

19   Win a model Holden HK Premier Sedan

22  Win a Coober Pedy getaway
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JUMPSTART 
YOUR PANTRY
We could all do with some 
extra help towards the weekly 
grocery bill and the AANT has 
just the thing – with two $1,000 
grocery vouchers up for grabs.

You could splurge on all your 
favourite treats, create a meal 
fit for a king, throw a party  
to remember or just help  
ease the pressure off the 
household budget. 

To go in the draw, simply join, 
renew or upgrade to AANT 
Premium or Plus membership 
before 30 April 2010. If you’re 
already an AANT Premium or 
Plus member, don’t worry, you’ll 
automatically go into the draw.

To join or find out more call 
8925 5901, visit the AANT office 
at 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin or 
log on to www.aant.com.au.

BY JOANNA PITTAS
MANAGING EDITOR

welcome

In December last year, the world’s 

attention was turned to the city of 

Copenhagen, where global warming 

was the topic of heated discussion at 

the United Nations Climate Change 

Conference. Having committed to a 

national climate change statement of 

our own in 2008, Australia’s motoring 

clubs, including the AANT, watched 

with interest. 

The Australian Automobile 

Association (AAA) climate change 

statement commits AAA clubs to 

make a positive contribution to 

climate change, while balancing 

motorists’ ongoing need for safe 

and affordable travel. Part of this 

commitment involves assisting our 

6.5 million members nationally to 

reduce their own carbon emissions. 

To help in this process, this issue of 

ntmotor includes a 'Going Green' 

feature – page six – that focuses 

on useful tips to save energy as 

well as dollars around the home. 

Over coming issues, we’ll continue 

to bring you hints about how to 

minimise your carbon footprint 

behind the wheel and in your  

daily activities.

When it comes to motoring topics, 

this issue features handy hints on 

how to prepare your car for sale and 

ensure you get the best result. Or if 

you’re in the market for a new car, 

see what our technical team has to 

say in their reviews of the Holden 

Cruze and Volkswagen Golf.

If it’s our travel stories that take 

your interest, this issue you can 

read about one of the NT’s most 

fascinating cultural experiences – 

a day trip to the Tiwi Islands. Or 

heading south, we explore the 

adventurous side of South Australia’s 

Flinders Ranges, Outback and 

Limestone Coast regions.

inbrief
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competition winners
Congratulations to the following winners from ntmotor December 2009:

Ford XY Falcon 4WD model – P Harrington, Winnellie.

Garmin GPS – T Hawke, Noonamah.

NEW CHILD RESTRAINT LAWS HIT VICTORIA
If you’re planning on bundling up the family and heading to Victoria, be aware of tough 
new child restraint laws that have come into force.

While these laws are yet to make the agenda in the Northern Territory, they are in 
operation in Victoria and soon to be adopted in a number of other Australian states. 
Anyone travelling to Victoria with children under the age of seven will be affected, so 
it’s best to check the suitability of your children’s current seating arrangements.

The new child restraint laws currently in place in Victoria will require:

  Infants up to six months old to be restrained in a rearward facing child capsule.

   Children aged between six months and four years old to be seated in either a 
rearward or forward facing child seat.

   Children from the age of four to seven to be seated in a forward facing child 
restraint or booster seat.

There are also new laws restricting the use of the vehicle’s front seat for children.

The AANT stocks a range of recommended restraints that will satisfy the new laws. Call 
the AANT on 8925 5901 to find out more.

BY ROBERT BRADLEY
AANT PRESIDENT

While our membership base is much 
smaller than our sister clubs interstate, 
the AANT strives to provide benefits 
to our members which are on a par 
with those provided by the bigger auto 
clubs around Australia. On this note, 
the AANT works hard looking out for 
motorists’ interests, which is why a 
number of recent road safety initiatives 
have been warmly welcomed.

At the start of the year it was pleasing 
to see another four promised speed 
and red light cameras in operation. 
Hopefully, over time, the number 
of infringements detected at these 
locations will begin to fall as motorists 
recognise the need to obey the rules of 
the road. 

The AANT also strongly supports the 
government’s proposal to introduce a 
graduated licensing scheme for new 
drivers. While these announcements 
are admirable, we remain concerned at 
the amount of time it takes to employ 
such initiatives. Efforts to improve the 
youth road toll need to remain at the 
top of the government’s agenda and be 
implemented in a timely manner.

Another concern for the AANT is 
the Federal Government’s Henry Tax 
Review, which by the time this magazine 
is published, may be released. It is 
acknowledged that motorists are the 
most heavily taxed group throughout 
Australia, which is why the AAA has 
critically scrutinised the report and will 
continue to lobby government for this 
anomaly to be addressed. 

With recent research indicating that too 
many Northern Territory drivers treat 
current drink driving laws with contempt, 
the AANT recently took the opportunity 
to reaffirm our policy that anyone caught 
exceeding the a .05 Blood Alcohol 
Concentration should have their vehicle 
impounded for  
a prescribed time. 
With alcohol still  
playing a significant  
role in a number of  
road crashes across 
the State, the  
current deterrents  
are not working.    

insight

From strawberry salsa to smoked trout pizza, Zest: The Nutrition for Life Cookbook is 
packed with over 120 healthy recipes for eating well. Leading nutritionist, Catherine 
Saxelby and food editor, Jennene Plummer have 
teamed up and put together a tempting selection 
of good, simple recipes, full of fresh ingredients 
and nutrient-dense super foods – all high in taste.

To be in the running to win one of 20 copies, 
write your name, address and AANT membership 
number on the back of – or inside – an envelope 
and post it to:

ntmotor Zest cookbook competition
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584 

DARWIN NT 0801

Conditions: The competition commences 1 March 2010 and closes with the last mail 7 May 2010. Prize value is in Australian dollars. Total prize pool valued at 
$699. The first 20 entries drawn that fulfil the competition criteria will win the prizes. The draw will take place at the AANT, 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin at 2pm 
Tuesday 11 May 2010. The winners will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winners will be published in the June issue of ntmotor 
published on 31 May 2010. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc, 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529. 
Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash.

 
a Zest: the NutritioN for  
Life Cookbookwin
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READING, WRITING AND 
ROAD SAFETY
It’s never too young for children to learn 
the importance of key road safety ideals. 
This is the message that will be infiltrating 
Northern Territory schools in 2010 via the NT 
Government’s new Safer Roads program – an 
initiative the AANT welcomes.

Safer Roads provides support, resources and 
professional development to teachers seeking 
to embed road safety education in their 
schools and communities. 

Safer Roads provides students with 
opportunities to develop the knowledge,  
skills and attitudes to help them make 
informed and safer decisions in traffic and  
traffic environments.

In a three-phase approach, early childhood will 
be the first to reap the benefits with the Safer 
Roads curriculum resource kicking off during 
Term 1, 2010. Work is currently underway to 
complete the primary years resource.

The Safer Roads resource is based on a similar Western Australian program, with previous trials 
conducted in schools at Nhulunbuy, Alice Springs, Tennant Creek and Darwin having attracted 
overwhelming support from teachers and school communities.

Road safety is a vital lesson for all children to learn in order to change the long-term road 
behaviour culture, making this a positive step for the Territory.



6 ntmotor mar 2010 www.aant.com.au   7 

reap the rebate
There are several government rebates available to help put your ‘green’  
foot forward.  

Energy Saving Devices

The Northern Territory Government is offering households a rebate of  
50 per cent (up to $200) off the purchase and/or installation price of selected 
energy saving devices. Visit www.climatechange.nt.gov.au  to find out more.

Solar Water Heaters 

Thinking of going solar? The Federal Government’s Solar Hot Water Rebate 
program provides a rebate of $1,600 on the cost of installing a new solar water 
system or $1,000 for a heat pump water heater. For more information head to 
www.environment.gov.au

environment

goinggreen
With the effects of global warming and climate 
change escalating the Australian heat, it’s time 
we let our environmental consciousness kick in 
and play our part in reducing carbon emissions.

appliances consuming large amounts 
of energy. When buying new household 
appliances choose ones that are water 
and energy efficient, such as dual flush 
toilets, water efficient showerheads, and 
flow restrictors or aerators for taps.

The other major cause of your home’s 
carbon emissions is from your energy 
use of electricity and gas. So consider 
using accredited ‘green’ power and gas 
providers to reduce the amount of fossil 
fuels burned.

HOME RENOVATIONS 

If you’re considering a home 
improvement project, there are many 
jobs you can do yourself that will result in 
energy savings around the home. Some 
of these include improving insulation in 
the ceiling, installing weather stripping 
for windows, or draught-proofing  
your doors.

 To help reduce energy wastage at 
home, shade windows with awnings, 
tinting or curtains to keep the heat out. 
If your air conditioning system can be 
zoned, set it to only cool those rooms 
that are in use. A cleverly designed 
veranda can also let in the sun when you 
want it.

KEEPING COOL

When you leave the house, switch 
off the air conditioner and use a 
temperature-control system to avoid 
your unit overworking – or better yet,  
use a fan.

  Plus, make sure you’re appropriately 
dressed to suit the temperature of your 
home before using heating or cooling 
systems. Where possible, shade windows 
from the sun and plant trees to offset 

Each year, the amount of energy used 
by Australians increases, with the average 
household currently producing 14 tonnes 
of carbon emissions. However, with some 
simple behavioural changes at home, 
you can start to see a reduction in your 
carbon footprint – and in the total of your 
household bills.  

CONSERVING ENERGY

Appliances produce 22 per cent of 
your home’s carbon emissions, with 
the standby modes on many modern 

CORNER STUART HWY
AND BERRIMAH RD

(Truck City, Opposite WOW) 
LMVD 366

Cars to suit all budgets
• Huge range in stock with new vehicles arriving daily 
•  Free 3 year warranty offered on all  vehicles sold to ensure peace of  mind
• AANT inspections welcomed
• On the spot  f inance facili t ies for  one stop convenience with competit ive packages

P h :  1 3 0 0  9 4 6  0 4 4   o r  v i s i t  u s  a t  w w w . h i d d e n v a l l e y f o r d . c o m . a u

your energy use. These energy smart tips 
will save you money and reduce your 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

WATER USAGE

Hot water systems contribute almost a 
quarter of a household’s greenhouse gas 
emissions. Simple ways to reduce your hot 
water usage are to install a water-efficient 
showerhead, take shorter showers, use 
cold water instead of hot and turn off 
the hot water system when not in use. To 
reduce the amount of energy wasted in 
your home, change your hot water system 

to a gas unit or a solar hot water system 

that allows you to turn off the booster 

during the hotter months.

There are currently no water restrictions 

in place in the Northern Territory, but with 

some of the highest water consumption 

rates in Australia, Territorians all have 

a responsibility to consider water 

conservation measures. We need to 

monitor the way we water gardens, wash 

cars, manage paved areas and deal with 

fountains, ponds, swimming pools and 

outdoor spas at home. 
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Selling your car yourself is a good way 
to get a better price, but it does come 
with the investment of time, work and 
nervous energy. By following these selling 
tips it should be relatively painless and 
hopefully see a sale close to your  
asking price.

THE RIGHT PRICE

A fair price all depends on the 
condition of the car. Start by researching 
vehicles for sale that are similar to yours, 
taking note of the asking price. This can 
be done using the internet or by visiting 
car yards, where you can also inspect the 
condition of the vehicle.

Next, determine what you’ll accept as 
the lowest offer. Most buyers will come 
expecting to negotiate, so factor that into 
your asking price. 

There are some generic vehicle pricing 
guides on the internet, but AANT 
members can contact the Technical 
Advisory Service, whose staff can provide 
a good indication of the vehicle’s worth. 
They can also talk you through some 
common issues when selling a car.

READY FOR SALE

It’s now time to put your best foot 
forward by thoroughly cleaning the 
vehicle – inside and out. If time is a 
concern, there are companies that 
conduct a basic detailing from  
around $400.

So you’re better informed on what to 
tell prospective buyers, you could opt 
to have an AANT vehicle inspection 
undertaken to identify any faults. If no 
faults are detected, it will also act as a 
clean bill of health for your sale.

What really sells a vehicle is if it’s been 

regularly serviced. If you’re able to show 

completed log books and invoices for 

any work done, this is often the peace of 

mind buyers are looking for.

SEAL THE DEAL

Having struck a deal, you now need to 

put it in writing, including how much the 

deposit is and the final payment method 

– the safest is usually a bank cheque.

Don’t hand the keys over until full 

payment is received and the contract 

signed and dated. This will help if any 

traffic infringements come after the    

on the 
market

When it comes to 
selling your car 
privately, there’s a lot 
to know to make sure 
you get the best deal.

environment

In 1987, 23 solar-powered vehicles set 

off from Darwin to Adelaide using only 

sunlight as fuel. The winner finished the 

3,000-kilometre World Solar Challenge 

in just 44 hours, with an average speed 

of 66.9km/h. These days, solar powered 

cars can travel the same distance at an 

average speed of more than 100km/h. 

The need to highlight technological 

advances like this was one of the reasons 

behind the new ‘Global Green Challenge’ 

last October, a race that took the same 

Darwin to Adelaide route, showcasing 

the potential of solar-powered vehicles.

With a top speed of 150km/h, Japan’s 

solar-powered Tokai Challenger won 

the overall challenge, but the new Ford 

Fiesta ECOnetic was the most fuel-

efficient production car entry, consuming 

only 98 litres on the 3,147-kilometre trip.

With an official rating of 3.7L/100km, 

the vehicle is currently Australia’s most 

fuel-efficient car. However, at 89 grams 

per kilometre, the Toyota Prius still has 

lower carbon dioxide emissions than the 

ECOnetic’s 98g/km. Yet the German-

built, diesel-powered ECOnetic is better 

solareclipse

From solar to electric, 
advancements in 
technology are seeing 
‘green cars’ move 
from prototype to 
mainstream.

priced, launched at $25,000 ‘on the road’ 

on 1 December 2009.

The high-speed Tesla electric car also 

took part in the challenge. Despite the 

need to recharge on race segments 

over 400 kilometres in length, the car 

finished the challenge. Until recently, 

this achievement would have been 

unthinkable for an electric vehicle, but 

the car was recharged using accredited 

GreenPower that cost $126 for the entire 

journey – equivalent to four cents per 

kilometre. The Tesla team claim that they 

achieved the equivalent of 1.6L/100km.

by JoN Dee
FouNDeR, PlANeT ARk AND  
FouNDeR AND CHAIRMAN, 
Do SoMeTHINg! 

Outside of the challenge, the 
motoring world was awash with electric 
car announcements. Honda revealed 
that it will be going into production 
this year with its hybrid CR-Z sports car, 
and Nissan launched its five-door LEAF 
hatchback, the first electric car designed 
for large-scale production.

What’s exciting about these 
developments is that we’re not talking 
about environmental prototypes. 
All of these announcements involve 
production cars that you and I will soon 
be able to buy and drive on  
Australian roads.

sale, proving that they’re the new  
owner’s responsibility.

Finally there’s the government 
paperwork. The current registration 
papers need to be signed by both  
parties to transfer ownership. Both the 
buyer and seller then have 14 days to 
take their respective sections to the 
registration office.

For more information and tips  
on buying or selling a vehicle, or  
for general motoring advice, contact  
the AANT Technical Advisory Service  
on 1300 661 466 or email  
techadvisory@raa.com.au.

“Engineered for Excellence,
 Designed for Life”

HOTLINE 08 8947 4771
Opposite Lock

66 Coonawarra Road, Winnellie NT

Australia’s Largest Range of

CANOPIES

H I G H  P R O F I L E  C A N O PYCO M B O  C A N O PY  & T R AY

S M O OT H  S P O R T S  C A N O PY

S M O OT H  S P O R T S  L I D
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member benefits from Hertz

As an AANT Member you’ll receive exclusive benefits like 
discounted rates, free rental  day offers, free upgrades, compli-
mentary child seat hire and much more! Call 8925 5901, book 
online at www.aant.com.au, or visit the AANT office at 79-81 
Smith Street.  

Save up to 15%^off
Dell selected products!

VISIT DELL.COM.AU/AANT OR CALL 1300 763 355

^Dell's Coupon Terms and Conditions apply available at www.dell.com.au/aant

AMAZING MEMBERSHIP DEALS

Dell Computers

As an AANT Member, Show Your Card & Save  
up to 15%^ off selected Dell products

60564_aant_mar_may-2010_fa.indd   1 16/2/10   12:04:45 PM

Britz Campervans are a fun combination of 
transport and accommodation all in one.  
To explore the NT, just ‘Britz it’!

Contact the AANT on 08 8925 5901 or 
visit 79-81 Smith Street Darwin.

DRUMMOND GOLF
Show your AANT membership card at 
Drummond Golf and receive up to:

10 %*
OFF

All your gol�ng
equipment from

Australia’s Premier
Golf Retailer

Drummond Golf

53 Stuart Highway
Darwin
Ph: 08 8981 7029

For more information and store locations visit www.drummondgolf.com
Terms and Conditions: 10%* OFF all Bags, Buggies (excludes motorised buggies), Apparel, Footwear, Accessories, Secondhand Equipment 
and “other” branded golf clubs. 5%* OFF all Balls, Motorised Buggies, Package Deals and all Golf Clubs for the following brands: Callaway, 
Cobra, Odyssey, Mizuno, Ping, Scotty Cameron, TaylorMade and Titleist. Excludes sale items and markdowns and not available in conjunction 
with other o�ers.

12 ntmotor mar 2010

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
To obtain the benefits under the AANT Show Your Card & Save program, members must show their membership card in a participating retail outlet, or quote their member number if trans-
acting via phone or internet, at the point of payment to the relevant benefit provider for goods or services provided.  It is the responsibility of the member to ask for the Show Your Card & 
Save benefit at the point of payment. The AANT gives no warranty in relation to any goods, services or information provided by Retail Partners participating in the program. Participation in 
the AANT Show Your Card & Save program is subject to the full Terms and Conditions of the program which can be obtained from the AANT Darwin branch, 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin, NT 
0800. Any offers extended under the Program are subject to availability and subject to the Terms and Conditions imposed by Show Your Card & Save Partners and will not be redeemable 
for cash or kind.  Any benefits provided to the member cannot be transferred, assigned, sold or otherwise retained. For AANT Show Your Card & Save inquiries, phone 08 8925 5901 or visit 
www.aant.com.au

Protecting you and 
the environment
Utilising global research capabilities and cutting 
edge technology, we have created a lower rolling 
resistance tyre that maintains the high quality and 
safety standards that Bridgestone is renowned for.
Rolling resistance is the force required to roll a 
tyre. Less resistance means less fuel is required 
to power the vehicle, resulting in less CO2 being 
emitted into the environment.
The lower rolling resistance of Ecopia improves 
your vehicle’s fuel efficiency and reduces the 
amount of CO2 emitted into the environment.
Keep your family safe. 
Help the environment. 
Choose Bridgestone.

Product tested in accordance with ADR81/02. Actual fuel 
consumption and CO2 emissions depend on factors such as traffic 
conditions, vehicle condition and how the car is driven.

AANT MEMBERS RECEIVE A DISCOUNT. 
SHOW YOUR AANT CARD TO SAVE.
$5 off on the best negotiated price and advertised lines 
on all Bridgestone and Firestone branded tyres when you 
present your AANT card.*

*AANT Member’s discount available on Passenger, 4WD and Light Truck Bridgestone and Firestone branded 
tyres, and does not include Supercat product.

Find your nearest Bridgestone Select, Bridgestone Tyre Centre or Bridgestone Service Centre:

Call 131 229 for your nearest Bridgestone Ecopia stockist. 
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motornews

TOYOTA GOES GREEN  
Fuel efficiency and low carbon emissions are no longer 
the niche of overseas car manufacturers, with Toyota 
launching the first Australian-built hybrid car. The new 
Hybrid Camry uses just 6L/100km of petrol, slashing your 
fuel bill and minimising your impact on the environment.

It’s also the first Australian-built car to combine electric 
power steering, electronic brake control, electric braking 
and electric air conditioning. Plus, with improved 
suspension and steering technology, the handling of this 
family-size car is smoother than ever. 

With a price tag under $40,000, the new Hybrid Camry 
makes a compelling case for an alternative to the 
conventional family sedan, bringing affordable hybrid 
technology to mainstream car buyers.

WIN FOR NEW CAR BUYERS
More car manufacturers are stepping up to the plate with a 
fresh spate of vehicles being awarded five-star crash ratings.

This is good news for consumers, as with an increased emphasis 
on providing five-star safety for occupants, the choice is now 
easier for those in the new car market – especially if safety is  
a priority.

Local manufacturing has also received a significant boost  
with the Australian-made 2010 Ford Territory being awarded  
a five-star rating. Although performing well in previous ANCAP 
tests, the lack of passenger seatbelt reminders saw earlier 
models awarded four stars. Positively, Ford stood up and took 
notice, rectifying the situation across the 2010 Territory range, 
including its 2WD and 4WD models.

Other vehicle models to recently receive the coveted five-star 
ANCAP honour, include the Mercedes-Benz E-Class, Mazda3 
with side curtain airbags and the Volkswagen Passat CC.  
Five-star ratings were also extended to additional variants of  
the Ford Mondeo, Focus and Fiesta and the Volkswagen Passat.

SPORTS IS BACK 
The new sports car of the decade takes form in the Audi A5 

Sportback. Priced at $78,400 for the 2.0 TFSI model, and 

$89,100 for the 3.0 TDI model, it’s right on the money for  

a luxury sports car.

Available in diesel or petrol variants, the A5 Sportback 

comes with quattro all-wheel-drive and S-tronic as standard 

features. It’s also equipped with a recuperation system that 

recovers energy during braking and deceleration, storing it 

temporarily in the battery.

Despite belonging to the same family as the current A5 

Coupe, the A5 Sportback has four doors instead of two; 

a hatch instead of a boot and its emphasis on practicality 

makes it an overall more versatile vehicle.

PALMERSTON 
Palmerston Mechanical Centre 
51 Georgina Crescent 8932 2532 
PALMERSTON  Ultra Tune 
3 Muluka Street 8931 3411
STUART PARK 
Auto Inspection and Road Service 
15/34 Bishop Street 8981 7333
STUART PARK  Darwin Honda 
1–2 Duke Street 8981 3827
STUART PARK  Darwin Mitsubishi, Suzuki, 
Ssangyong, Land Rover, Volvo 
34 Stuart Highway 8946 4444
STUART PARK  Kerry Holden, Mazda, Nissan, 
Mercedes, Jeep, Chrysler 
17–25 Stuart Highway 8980 8030
STUART PARK Brian Turner Automotive 
35 Stuart Highway 8981 9191
WINNELLIE  Winnellie Auto Ctr 1–8 
1427 Stuart Highway 8984 4448
WINNELLIE  NT Auto Repairs 
9 Steele Street 8947 4746
WOOLNER Paul’s Service Centre 
6 Charlton Court 8941 1322

specialist repairers 
automotive windscreens
ALICE SPRINGS 
Trusty Glass (O’Brien Glass agent) 
31 North Stuart Highway (ARS 5031)  8952 3322

STUART PARK   
O’Brien Glass 
38 Stuart Highway                              8981 4612 

automatic transmissions
YARRAWONGA   
Mick Taylor Automatics 
4618 McEnzie Place 8983 1231

automotive exhausts 
(also towbar specialist)
STUART PARK  Muffler City 
26 Stuart Highway 8981 4406

automotive electrician
COCONUT GROVE 
A&C Automotive Electrics 
Unit 1/6 Travers Steet  8948 1244 
 
WINNELLIE• 
Peter Brown Auto Electrics 
426 Stuart Highway 8924 1241

 

crash repairers 
ALICE SPRINGS  Andrew Paterson  
Crash Repairs, 49 Priest Street 8952 6360

BERRIMAH  Berrimah Panel Works 
1140 McMillans Road 8984 3137

DARWIN  Darwin Crash Repairs 
2 Finniss Street 8981 4000

WINNELLIE  R J Panel Works 
Sadgroves Crescent 8984 4570

WINNELLIE  B & S Body Works 
85 Winnellie Road 8947 2251

Automobile Association of the Northern Territory 

approved repairers

mechanical repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Outback Automotive 
31 Wilkinson Street                           8952 0123
ALICE SPRINGS Peter Kittle Motor Co 
46 Stuart Highway                             8952 5500
BERRIMAH  Hidden Valley Auto Ctr  
9 Hidden Valley Road 8947 0060
CASUARINA  Ultra Tune 1–8 
Cnr Trower and Dripstones Roads 
Casuarina Square Shopping Ctr 8945 2122
COCONUT GROVE 
Auto Kare Automotive  
16 Travers Street                               8985 6422   
COCONUT GROVE  
Ben’s Automotive Repair Centre 
47 Delator Street 8985 5955
COCONUT GROVE 
Prompt Auto Repairs Pty Ltd 
14 Travers Street                               8985 6733
DARWIN  Bridge Autos Toyota 
1 Stuart Highway 8946 0099
DARWIN   
Carmech  
5–7 Carey Street 8942 3342
HUMPTY DOO 
All Rural Mechanical  
5 Vereker Street 8988 9746

mechanical repairer 
categories
1 Engine tune-up 
2 Minor engine repair and vehicle servicing 
3 Major engine repair 
4 Steering and suspension 
5 Brakes 6 Electrical 
7 Clutch, manual transmission and rear axle 
8 Automatic transmission 9 Air c onditioning
Where no categories are shown, 
the repairer is approved in all nine. 
•AANT Battery Service Centre

PAUL’S SERVICE CENTRE 
It was in his parent’s garage, where Paul’s Service Centre owner, Paul 
McCourt, got his first taste for the mechanical industry. Going on to run a 
BP site for many years, Paul then branched out on his own, purchasing the 
Charlton Court location. Eleven years later, Paul now employs 13 staff and 
provides a broad mechanical service for a range of makes and models. 
Committed to providing good service to customers, the mechanical 
repairer also provides a courtesy car wash for all serviced vehicles. 

PALMERSTON MECHANICAL CENTRE 
Michael Salter’s interest in mechanics was sparked from the age of 
nine when he would build his own push bikes in the backyard. From 
there the owner of Palmerston Mechanical Centre worked his way 
through a number of occupations, before following his passion and 
setting up his own business 19 years ago. Still a jack of all trades, 
Michael’s workshop provides everything from mechanical services to 
major repairs for both new and old vehicles. 

approvedrepairers

Pictured (left): Paul McCourt. 

Pictured (right): Michael Salter.

14 ntmotor mar 2010
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newcar reviews
         PRESIDENT’S REPORT         NEW CAR REVIEW

Holden Cruze
With the phasing out of the Astra, 

Holden have chosen the Korean-built 
Cruze as their champion in the medium  
car market.

VALUE FOR MONEY

In a relatively small market like 
Australia, the mid-sized new car category 
is the corporate battleground for any 
manufacturer relying on sales volume to 
make the big dollars.

With a sticker price of $20,990, the base 
model Cruze passes the first test needed 
to get it on most shopping lists. Even the 
base diesel at $23,990 is on the money; 
however, opting for the 6-speed automatic 
for any model will add $2,000 to the bill. 

There are two specification levels: the 
CD, which comes standard with cruise 
control, air conditioning, power steering, 
electric windows and an MP3 compatible 
audio system, and the fancier CDX, which 
also gets heated leather seats and park 
assist sensors.

Power 		 118 kW @ 5,900rpm

Torque 		 240 Nm @ 1,750-4,000rpm

Price as tested 	 	 $44,990

Fuel consumption 		 6.5l/100km

Green Vehicle Guide rating 		 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Crash rating (ANCAP)	 		 ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Warranty 		 3 years/100,000km

The Golf is the car that started the 
compact four-door hatch category and, 
six generations on, having recently been 
crowned ‘Best Mid-Sized Car over 30k’ 
in the 2009 Australia’s Best Cars awards, 
it’s still the one to beat in its class. Now 
with seven airbags and a maximum fuel 
consumption of around 6.5L/100km, 
the Golf is positioned to become 
the benchmark for both safety and 
environmental performance in  
its category.

VALUE FOR MONEY

The incoming German-built, sixth 
generation Golf is the same price as 
the outgoing South African-built model 
and Volkswagen believes it can hold this 
price for a while yet. Starting at $25,990 
for the entry level model which has 
modest equipment, the range stretches 
up to the top-of-the-range Golf priced at 
$35,690. 

However, if you tick all the option 
boxes you can enjoy extra features such 
as satellite navigation and self parallel 
parking functionality – at an extra $15,000 
on the total bill. Most will likely opt for the 
$2,200 ‘comfort pack’ added to the base 
model, which includes the multi-function 
leather steering wheel, multi-function 
display, 15-inch alloy wheels, dual zone 
climate control air conditioning and 
automatic headlights.

DESIGN AND FUNCTION

The three engines on offer all use direct 
injection technology. The 2.0-litre diesel, 
which has a sticker fuel consumption of 
5.3L/100km, is turbo-charged, as is the  
90 kW, 1.4-litre petrol engine. The 110 kW, 
1.4-litre petrol engine gets its extra power 
from having both turbo and supercharging. 
Volkswagen recommends that the petrol 
variants run on the expensive premium 
98 RON fuel, but it will run satisfactorily 
on the less expensive 95 RON. All can be 

coupled to the clutch-less manual DSG 
transmission for an additional $2,500.

Cabin space is adequate and the room 
and functionality of the boot is also very 
good, with the 60/40 split seats providing 
a deceptive amount of cargo space. 
Volkswagen has also reduced the cabin 
noise level by using, among other things, 
thicker side glass and specially laminated 
windscreen material.

ON THE ROAD

Performance was better than expected 
and will satisfy first-timers or those 
updating their Golf. The chassis and 
handling of the Golf has always been one 
of its strong points and the new Golf is 
another step up in this area.

SUMMARY

Volkswagen has continued to build 
on the vehicle’s strengths and, matched 
with competitive pricing, the Golf will still 
dominate the class.

All AANT tests are conducted under the 
road-testing and scoring regime of the 
Australia’s Best Cars awards, which are 
announced each December.

Volkswagen Golf
newcar reviews

DESIGN AND FUNCTION

Holden engineers have had input in 
the overall safety design of the Cruze 
and the inclusion of six airbags helped in 
achieving a five-star ANCAP rating. To its 
credit, Holden have made sure most of 
the basic active safety technologies are 
on board, including ESC.

The designers have also made 
reasonable use of the interior space 
achieving good leg room and space for 
both front and rear passengers. The split 
rear seats also allow practical use of the 
space to carry larger items.

Ergonomically the Cruze does well, 
with tilt-and-reach adjustable steering, 
as well as steering wheel mounted audio 
and cruise control switches. Holden has 
also done a reasonable job on the noise, 
vibration and harshness engineering 
because from the driver’s seat the Cruze 
is relatively quiet, with the exception of 
some tyre noise.

ON THE ROAD

The two engine variants available 
include a 1.8-litre petrol engine and a  
2.0-litre, 4-cylinder, turbo-charged, 
common rail diesel which is fitted with  
a diesel particulate filter.

Although the performance of the 
diesel is good once it gets going, it does 
suffer from severe turbo lag on take-off. 
However, both are nice cars to drive, 
especially on open roads and although 
they are not outstanding in any one area 
they don’t appear to have any bad habits.

SUMMARY

Holden has used its access to Korean 
products to re-badge and bolster its 
model line-up, sometimes at the risk 
of the brand, but all in all the Cruze is 
definitely a step in the right direction.

Power  Petrol 104 kW @ 6,200rpm  
  Diesel 110 kW @ 3,800rpm 

Torque Petrol 176 Nm @ 3,800rpm  
  Diesel 320 Nm @ 2,000rpm

Price as tested CDX manual $20,990  
  CD automatic diesel $25,990

Fuel consumption CDX manual  8.71l/100km 

 CD automatic diesel 8.0l/100km

Green Vehicle Guide rating Petrol ★ ★ ★ ★ Diesel ★ ★ ★ ★ 

Crash rating (ANCAP) ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Warranty 3 years/100,000km

17 www.aant.com.au 
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travelshorts

SEARCH FOR SAVINGS
Whether you’re looking to book a motel, 
apartment, resort, holiday unit, or bed 
and breakfast, you can now search 
for what you desire in the one central 
location – the AANT website.

The AANT Accommodation Search 
engine has over 1,600 STAR Rated 
properties listed Australia wide offering 
free night deals and a range of bonus 
and special offers. Booking your 
accommodation could not be simpler 
with Google map references linked to 

‘New Generation Holden’ were the words selected to herald the arrival of the HK in the 
late 1960s and with more options and mechanical features than its predecessor, the 
description wasn’t far off the mark. At the time, the up-market Premier sold for 
$2,510 and being the biggest Holden sedan to date, it proved highly influential.

For your chance to win an accurate 1:43 scale model of the Holden HK Premier 
Sedan in ‘Silver Mink’, write your name, address and AANT membership number 
on the back of – or inside – an envelope and post it to:

ntmotor Holden HK Premier Sedan competition
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

Conditions: The competition commences 1 March 2010 and closes with the last mail 7 May 2010. Prize value is in Australian dollars. Total prize pool valued at $39.95. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will 
win the prize. The draw will take place at the AANT, 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin at 2pm Tuesday 11 May 2010. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the June 
issue of ntmotor published on 31 May 2010. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc, 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash..

 
A MODEL HOLDEN HK PREMIER SEDANwin

HIRE A HERTZ
You’re heading interstate without the car 
but still want the independence of being 
able to travel at your own pace? A hire 
car is the convenient choice and because 
you’re an AANT member it doesn’t need 
to cost the earth.

Whether it’s a 4WD or hatchback 
rental, AANT members are entitled to 
exclusive Hertz discounts as well as a 
complimentary child seat, free weekend 
upgrade, as well as free rental day offers. 

Apart from being available in 200 
locations across Australia, Hertz also has 
over 7,000 outlets in over 150 countries 
making your holidays abroad that much 
less troublesome.  

For more information on Hertz hire  
car member discounts visit the AANT  
office at 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin or  
www.aant.com.au.

usedcar review

Honda	CR-V	2002

Driving more like a normal car than 
most other compact 4WDs, the Honda 
CR-V has grown in popularity. The spare 
wheel is fitted to the swing tailgate door 
giving it the ‘serious 4WD’ look. However, 
despite appearances, it’s really just a 
front-wheel drive car, as lacking a 4WD 
differential lock it only uses 4WD on the 
odd time it senses wheel slippage. 

The distinctive, high visibility rear tail-
lights extend up to the car’s roof giving it 
a presence and making it different from 
most mid-sized 4WDs. Inside the CR-V 
has a split 60/40 rear seat that helps 
make use of the reasonable cargo space, 
with the floor doubling as a fold-out 
picnic table. The automatic gear selector 
is mounted to the dash and creates 
almost a ‘walk through’ uncluttered area 
between the front seats. 

Hondas hold their value reasonably 
well but their high revving engines 

make correct servicing critical. The CR-V 
model range has been around since 1997 
with a comfortable 2.0-litre engine, but 
the 2002 model came out with a new 
2.4-litre engine. Not only did the new 
engine perform better, but it also had 
improved reliability and was easier to 
maintain using a timing chain instead of 
a timing belt. The 2.4-litre engine also 
uses i-VTEC to achieve improvements 
to low rpm torque and response, and 
also to mid-high rpm smoothness and 
economy. The 118 kW output of the CR-V 
is useful enough for towing and despite 
a restrictive maximum tow ball mass of 
50 kilograms the automatic transmission 
models can pull 1.2 tonnes, while the 
manual can tow 1.5 tonnes. 

The entry level CR-V has air 
conditioning, dual front airbags, remote 
central locking, power windows, engine 
immobiliser and CD player. The CR-V 

Sport boasts additional features such as 
cruise control, 15-inch alloy wheels, fog 
lights, powered sunroof and a hard spare 
wheel cover. 

Discussions with AANT Approved 
Repairers have not identified any major 
faults emerging. However, a grinding 
or vibration from the rear differential 
can occur between 90,000 and 120,000 
kilometres. Changing or flushing the 
differential oil, regarded as routine 
maintenance, should cure this problem. 

All in all, the CR-V is ageing well and 
building on Honda’s quality reputation.

All car reviews are compiled by AANT Technical Services 
Manager and Australia’s Best Car judge, Mark Borlace.

Prices shown for used cars are approximate dealer retail prices 
for vehicles in average to good condition. These  
prices will vary depending upon vehicle condition and 
kilometres travelled. Source – Glass’s guide. For full range  
of prices, contact AANT Technical Advisory Service  
on 1300 661 466. 

usedcar review
PRICE RANGE 
Manual  $9,800-$13,400 
Sport manual $11,400-$15,200 
Automatic	 $10,600-$14,200 
Sport automatic $12,200-$16,100

PRICE WHEN NEW
Manual  $31,990 
Sport manual $36,490 
Automatic	 $33,990 
Sport automatic $38,490

AVERAGE KILOMETRES
110,000 kilometres

CRASH RATING (EURO NCAP) 
★ ★ ★ ★

GREEN VEHICLE GUIDE RATING
Not rated 

The Department of Construction and Infrastructure 
provides a 24 hour, 7 day a week road reporting service.

You can log on or phone our freecall number 
at any time to check road conditions throughout the
Northern Territory.

Freecall 1800 246 199
www.roadreport.nt.gov.au

Know the road
                  before you GO!

A DREAM TICKET
You can now visit two of the Gold 
Coast worlds – WhiteWater World and 
Dreamworld – in the one day thanks to 
changes to the AANT’s Holiday  
Savings program.

The start of 2010 signalled the launch 
of a one-day World Pass, allowing you 
to experience the best in wet and dry 
thrills throughout the one day. With both 
parks within footsteps of one another 
and interconnected by a central gate, 
you can now spend the day riding some 
of the hottest waterslides at WhiteWater 
World, before attempting Dreamworld’s 
legendary Big Six Thrill Rides.

In a first for the industry, new peak 
and off-peak pricing has also been 
introduced, aimed at ensuring the parks 
can exceed customer expectations, even 
during the busiest days.

Want to save on your next Gold Coast 
escape? Find out more about the AANT’s 
Holiday Savings program and how you 
can reap the benefits of being an AANT 
member by visiting www.aant.com.au or 
dropping into the AANT office at  
79-81 Smith Street, Darwin.

each property and instant confirmations 
for the majority of offers.

To find and book a great deal visit the 
‘Accommodation Search’ page on the 
Travel section of www.aant.com.au
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The Northern Territory’s warm and friendly Tiwi Islands are just  
80 kilometres – or a 30-minute light plane flight – north of Darwin,  
but you’ll feel like a world away from the mainland.

The Tiwi Islanders are revered 
worldwide for their intricate artworks, 
screen prints and ceramics – and 
they also happen to produce some 
of our nation’s greatest Aussie Rules 
football legends. From the oldest to 
the youngest, the islands' residents are 
always cheerful, welcoming and fiercely 
proud of the unique and powerful  
culture that they share with such a  
generous spirit. 

A visit to the verdant Tiwi Islands 
– Bathurst and Melville, Australia’s 
second largest island after Tasmania – is 
arguably one of the best opportunities 
in the country to meet and mingle 
with Aboriginal people living on their 

traditional country and maintaining a 
culture which, in the Tiwi case, knows  
no beginning.

The home-grown Tiwi Tours, in 
company with AAT Kings, offers an 
excellent one-day package to the islands 
on weekdays. Between March and 
November, the tour flies out of Darwin 
at 8am into Bathurst Island’s capital, 
Nguiu, on the edge of the Aspley Strait. 
On touchdown, you’ll be greeted by 
a traditional Tiwi guide and driven by 
air-conditioned bus to discover the 
fascinating Tiwi culture, totems and 
ceremonies, and meet renowned artists, 
potters, screen printers and other 
memorable characters.

Nguiu’s Patakijiyali Museum is the 
perfect starting point for any visit, with 
its excellent displays of Tiwi dreamtime 
stories, early missionary days, the local 
World War II effort and links with the 
Macassan trepang fishermen who 
began sailing from Indonesia’s fabled 
Spice Islands to Top End shores in the 
1600s. During World War II, the Tiwi 
Islanders alerted military authorities 
that they’d spotted Japanese fighter 
bombers flying overhead on their way to 
attack unsuspecting Darwin and remote 
Kimberley ports. 

French Catholic Bishop Xavier Gsell 
and other missionaries introduced 
modern religion to the Tiwi people from 

travel
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Pictured (from left): Take in the sights of the 
Tiwi Islands on a day tour; Watch on as the 
Tiwi Morning Tea Ladies perform a smoking 
ceremony; Marvel at the Pukumani poles on 
Bathurst Island. 

by keRRy SHARPin tiwi territory

the early 1900s. Today, the Islanders 
remain deeply religious, while still 
retaining their traditions and culture. A 
short stroll from the museum is Bathurst 
Island’s historic mission precinct including 
St Therese’s Church where the altar and 
surrounds feature a mix of dramatic 
Tiwi paintings and traditional Christian 
religious items. 

A special tour highlight is time spent 
with the enchanting Tiwi Morning Tea 
Ladies who’ll teach you traditional basket 
weaving and ochre face painting over 
billy tea and damper. They also present 
lively Tiwi dances and, as a traditional 
farewell, perform a smoking ceremony to 
frighten off bad spirits and keep you safe 
on your journey home.  

Lunch on this special day is a 
scrumptious spread on the banks of a 
local billabong, where your guide leads 
a pleasant bushwalk to explain how his 
people use various native trees and 
plants for bush foods and  
traditional medicine.

When it comes to souvenirs, don’t 
expect to pick up souvenir didgeridoos 
and boomerangs on the Tiwi Islands – 
they’re not part of island culture. The 
Tiwi people have their own unique items 
– like the distinctive Pukumani Poles 
that feature prominently in traditional 
ceremony. You’ll be taken to see some 
at a bush burial site on a remote cliff 
top south-west of Nguiu. As part of the 
long and complex funeral ceremonies 
that follow the death of a traditional Tiwi 
Islander, grieving relatives ‘commission’ 
artists to carve and decorate these 
totems, then erect them as a tribute to 
loved ones in places of special  
family significance.

Australian Rules football attracts 
interest of almost cult proportions on the 
Tiwi Islands and there’s no better way to 
witness this wild passion than to join the 
thousands of local and visiting fans at the 
annual Tiwi Islands Football Grand Final 
in March each year. It has become one 
of the Northern Territory’s most eagerly 
anticipated annual sporting spectacles. 
The annual Tiwi Islands Art Sale is timed 
to coincide with the grand final and is the 
perfect opportunity to browse through 
the galleries, meet famous artists and 
buy unique artworks at community prices, 
before the big game begins.

From the moment you set foot on 
Bathurst Island, you’ll witness the creative 
soul of the Tiwi people. Brilliantly 
coloured artworks decorate everything 

from the airport terminal to local amenity 
blocks – and free-spirited children never 
need coaxing to flash a sunny smile. You 
only need a day here to be left feeling 

truly privileged to have shared time with 
the Tiwi people. 

Discover the Tiwi way of life and stroll 
with the locals through their industrious 
community art centres, experiencing the 
charm of their unique culture. Book your 
Tiwi Islands day tour today by dropping 
into the AANT office at 79-81 Smith 
Street Darwin or by calling 8925 5901. 

by keRRy SHARP
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Don’t be fooled by the quiet 
rustic landscape, there are plenty of 
opportunities in the Flinders Ranges and 
Outback to get your adrenalin pumping 
– whether it’s on land, under water, in the 
air or behind the wheel.  

Begin in the central Flinders Ranges 
and beat the blazing sun with some 
water activities that are sure to quench 
your thirst for adventure. Rent a kayak or 
canoe from the Port Augusta Outdoor 

hump of a Pichi Richi camel. Choose from 
child-friendly day tours to week-long 
safaris in Flinders Ranges National Park. 
See ancient Aboriginal art sites, the ruins 
of a pastoral settlement and trek through 
some hard yakka walking trails. Then 
camp under the stars in your swag for a 
good night’s rest. 

Adventures also await you in the sky 
above the Flinders Ranges and Outback. 
Get your adrenalin fix airborne, with one 
of the scenic flight tours that depart from 
Wilpena Pound, Rawnsley Park Station, 
Arkaroola, William Creek or Coober Pedy. 
View the region from up above as you fly 
over desert areas, remote cattle stations 
and the world’s largest inland lake.

There are unlimited experiences for 
the avid adventurist in rural SA, and if 
you head towards the Victorian border, 
south-east of Adelaide, the Limestone 
Coast will not disappoint. The midpoint 
of the Adelaide to Melbourne drive, 
the Limestone Coast is a destination to 
entice all adventure-seekers.

Cruise the coast on the Princes 
Highway before reaching Naracoorte 
Caves National Park. Not just home 
to the World Heritage Fossil Site, the 
Naracoorte Caves have a plethora of 
experiences on offer. Trek through 
small, rocky passages, viewing some 
exceptional cave decorations and fossils 
along the way, or for a family adventure, 
try one of the adventure caving tours. 
When the sun goes down, prepare for 
when the real action begins and take 
part in one of the park’s eerie night tours 
where you can witness an exodus of bats.

For a typically Australian experience, 
the Canunda National Park is the 
perfect spot for a coastal fishing and 
4WD adventure. Only 4WD vehicles 

Similar to a ‘choose your own adventure’ novel, there are lots of decisions 
to make when it comes to exploring the South Australian Flinders Ranges, 
outback and limestone Coast regions. 

by NICole MIkAJeWSkI

ADRENALINRUSH

Pictured: (from left): Experience the thrill of 
a scenic flight tour over magnificent Wilpena 
Pound in the Flinders Ranges; Explore Mount 
Gambier's volcanic Crater Lakes via a walking 
and mountain bike trail network. 

have full access to the park, including 
the mountain-high sand dunes and 
Geltwood Beach, but you’ll be rewarded 
with a 40-kilometre coastline of beaches, 
rocky headlands and reef platforms 
that offer an extensive range of fishing 
opportunities. Depending on the season 
and ocean conditions, the beaches can 
yield mulloway, salmon, even sharks and 
rays. If you reach the rocky areas jutting 
into the crashing coast, sweep, abalone 
and crayfish may bite.

At the very bottom of the Limestone 
Coast, adventures of a volcanic 
magnitude await in Mount Gambier. 
Formed through volcanic activity, the 
Mount Gambier Crater Lakes complex 
contains three craters and several 
blowholes. A network of roads, lookouts, 
walking and mountain bike trails provide 
easy access to view all of the attractions 
in this area. There are numerous water-
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travel

free
upgrade Choose a holiday package on

The Ghan or Indian Pacifi c with 
Red Service Sleeper rail travel, 
plus 2 nights accommodation and 
1 day tour, and receive a FREE 
UPGRADE to Gold Service.

We’re making it even
easier to take it easy on
a great rail holiday on
The Legendary Ghan.

Book now - Call 8925 5901 
www.aant.com.au
79-81 Smith Street, Darwin

*‘Save up to’ price is based on Adult Red Sleeper Service fare applied to standard adult fares per person. Free upgrade to Gold Service offer, available in conjunction with accommodation and touring combinations subject to availability. Purchase 2 nights minimum accommodation and 1 day 
touring with the rail fare component based on the Red Sleeper Service fare and receive a Gold Service upgrade. Fares based on twin share per person with single supplements applicable on package product. Offer available for bookings from 26 December 2009 to 31 March 2010 for travel from 
1 April 2010 to 31 August 2010. All fares include fuel price surcharge, and will be subject to availability at the time of booking and excludes event periods. Stopover/through fares are not applicable to this offer. Offer not available in conjunction with the Great Southern Rail Seniors Concession 
Travel Card or any other offer except $99 or $299 Motorail offer. All fares and timetables are subject to change without notice. Conditions apply, visit greatsouthernrail.com.au for full terms and conditions. Travel Agent License No.TTA164190. GSR15037/GH/einstein

GSR15037_Ghan_AANT_Upgrade_65x186_ƒ.indd   1 10/2/10   3:36:36 PM

For a truly distinct holiday experience, 
nothing beats spending the night 
underground in Coober Pedy’s Desert Cave 
Hotel. This edition, ntmotor readers have 
the chance to win a unique getaway for 
two, spending two nights’ dug-out style in a 
Desert Cave Hotel underground room. The 
winner will also take in the sights of the town 
on a guided desert cave tour, including a visit 
to a working opal field.

Conditions: The competition commences 1 March 2010 and closes with the last mail 7 May 2010. Prize value is in Australian dollars. Total prize pool valued at $660. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. 
The draw will take place at the AANT, 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin at 2pm Tuesday 11 May 2010. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the June issue of ntmotor published on  
31 May 2010. Prize must be booked and taken before 30 June 2011. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc, 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash.

 
A DESERT CAVE GETAWAYwin

To be in the running, write your name, 
address and AANT membership number on 
the back of – or inside – an envelope and 
post it to:

ntmotor Desert Cave Hotel competition
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

 

filled caves and sinkholes in the Mount 
Gambier Crater Lake area that can be 
accessed by diving or snorkelling. So 
get your gear together, because it’s the 
only lake in the world that changes from 
sombre grey to a brilliant turquoise  
every summer.

Turn your adventure into a memorable 
experience and talk to the AANT about 
making the journey south aboard the 
legendary Ghan. By calling the AANT on 
8925 5901 you can also get assistance 
with where to stay and what to do 
during your Flinders Ranges, Outback 
and Limestone Coast escape.

Centre and work your way down the 

Spencer Gulf. Or if you’re really up for a 

challenge, try your hand at windsurfing 

or abseiling. For a more laid-back aqua 

experience, take a cruise to the top of 

the Gulf – you may even spot a dolphin  

or two. 

Prefer to keep your feet dry? Then 

explore the region’s vast landscape 

in your 4WD. There are many tracks 

off the beaten path that will lead you to 

some beautiful hidden scenery – places 

where a car just can’t take you. Don’t 

have a 4WD? Then luckily two wheels 

are more than enough. Get your bike 

and helmet and pedal your way through 

mountain biking trails in the southern 

Flinders Ranges. 

Venture a few kilometres north and 

you can explore Wilpena Pound from the 
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Peace of mind in a box

The New Yale Certified Safe Range 
Yale Certified Safes have been designed to protect your most valuable possessions. We have 
combined the latest technologies and materials with new research and centuries of experience  
to create a range of safes that are tested to the most demanding requirements. Whether you are  
at home or on holidays, you can relax in knowing your most treasured possessions are secure.

1300 LOCK UP (1300 562 587)  yalelock.com.au

An ASSA ABLOY Group brand
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