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The variables in the weather are
well known in the Territory, with vast
amounts of rain often leading to local
flooding. Fortunately the majority
of our arterial roads are designed to
handle these occurrences and the
disruptions to normal traffic flow,
though annoying, are usually of a
relatively short duration.
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PR ESI DENT OF AANT

Technical Advisory Service
Phone

How would you like to travel the world, meet
your favourite celebrity and cheer on your
beloved sporting team – all from the comfort of
your own sofa?
AANT Premium and Plus members

rental car after breaking down and much

Panasonic Plasma TV, with quality so clear

more*. It guarantees peace of mind

you’ll feel like you’re part of the action.

whenever you’re on the road.

The Panasonic Viera, valued at $3,659
is packed full of features including an
in-built high definition digital tuner, a
widescreen 50” (127cm) panel, SD slot to
view photos and all the inputs required for
your gaming consoles and movie players.
So, how do you enter? To be in the
running for this fabulous prize, all you
need to do is upgrade to an AANT
31 March 2009 and you’ll be entered into

Don’t forget to recycle this magazine.
To find out more visit www.pneb.com.au

emergency accommodation options, a

are being given the chance to win a 50”

Premium or Plus membership before
The paper used in this publication is sourced from
Environmentally Responsible Paper Merchants (who are
able to provide a range of FSC Certified papers and
papers with strong environmental credentials). In addition, 99 per cent of all inks used are vegetable based from
renewable sources. Lane Print & Post currently operates
and is certified as world’s best practice ISO9001:2000
Quality Management and is in the process of conforming
to ISO14001:2004 Environment Management Systems
certification.
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Council Members
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David Booth, Daryl Manzie, Doug
Phillips, Brian Measey, John Mitchell,
Barry Thomas, Mark Sweet,
Graeme Buckley.

A A N T M EM B ERS H IP

insight

A A NT CO NTE N T S

aant services directory

march 09

With Premium membership, should
your car break down, AANT will arrange
and pay for a taxi to make sure your
family gets home safely if your vehicle
requires towing. Premium membership
also covers you for free towing up to 50
kilometres in metropolitan areas and up
to 200 kilometres back to the nearest
depot in country areas.
To join or upgrade log onto

the draw. If you are already an AANT

www.aant.com.au, call 8981 3837

Premium or Plus member, don’t worry,

or come and see us in person at

you will automatically be in the running

79-81 Smith Street, Darwin.

to win the prize.
AANT Premium or Plus membership
entitles you to a range of extra benefits,
including discount on AANT batteries,

* Conditions apply. Refer to the AANT Membership
Entitlements brochure for more information. Visit the
AANT office for full competition terms
and conditions.

However, over the Christmas
holiday period, members expressed
their dismay as to how 80 metres of
the Barkly Highway could simply wash
away if the road had been diligently
maintained. To those familiar with the
road, and its deterioration over the
past five years, this incident has come
as no surprise. Governments have an
obligation to provide and maintain the
highway infrastructure, so rather than
blame previous administrations, the
AANT urges them to fully take on
their responsibilities.
With the wet season coming to a
close, many members are thinking
about hitting the road and exploring
our vast country. One of the great
benefits of having AANT membership
is that no matter where in the country
you may be, due to reciprocal
agreements with interstate automobile
clubs, you’ll always have that safety
net if you experience a breakdown.
Although not quite as well known,
this agreement also entitles members
to excellent accommodation, at very
competitive rates, at the City Club in
Melbourne, which is run by the RACV,
or at the Royal Automobile Club of
Australia (RACA) in Sydney.
On another note, as environmental
concerns increase and the cost of
fuel continues to rise, more and
more motorists are opting for two
wheels instead of four. Unfortunately,
motorcyclists and bike riders can suffer
fatal consequences even if they are
involved in minor accidents, so I urge
motorists to be extra vigilant as more
and more people take to this form
of transport.
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inbrief

A A N T FAREWELLS GENERAL MANAGER
it is today. Under her guidance, the
association has significantly grown and
prospered and her wealth of knowledge on
all things AANT will be greatly missed.
Before relocating to Darwin, Linda
was employed for many years at sister
motoring organisation, the RAA in South
Australia. There she progressed through the
organisation working in a number of roles,
including Finance Consultant and Branch
Manager, before finally being offered the
position of AANT General Manager in
April 2001.

BY JOA N N A P I TTA S

M A N AG I N G E D I TOR
Are you in the market for a new car?
From recent experience, it can be both
nerve-wracking and intimidating. A

Throughout her career Linda has
displayed a strong commitment towards her
staff, particularly towards their development,
with many attesting that they owe the
successful starts in their careers to her
efforts. Her kind and compassionate nature
earnt her the respect and appreciation of
her close-knit AANT team.

new car is a big purchase, so you want
to make sure you’re making the right
decision. Right or wrong, I also have
an instinctive suspicion of salespeople.
They’re obviously trying to make money,
so how can you ensure you get a good
price? To help provide you with the
confidence and knowledge to secure
the best deal on your new car purchase,
this edition of ntmotor looks at tips on
buying a new car – from choosing the
right vehicle to negotiating a fair price.
Turn to page 10 to find out more.
This edition, we also look at some
popular holiday spots, to help provide

A A N T N EW S

After spending nearly a decade with
the AANT, General Manager, Linda Deans
(pictured above), will be bidding a fond
farewell to the Association in late March
and embarking on a well-deserved retirement.

While in Darwin, Linda has also shown
great support to a small army of local
charities, initiatives and committees and in
doing so has developed a prominent profile
in the local business community.

Throughout her tenure, Linda has worked
hard to build the AANT into the organisation

The AANT wishes Linda a long, happy
and well-earned retirement.

a little travel inspiration. While the

A A N T N EW S

PUBL IC TR AN SPOR T UPDATES
The AANT has welcomed the recent
introduction of free public transport for all
students – from primary school right through
to university students – which is a first for any
Australian state or territory.
AANT President, Robert Bradley, said it
was encouraging to see the NT Government
delivering on a key election promise and
making steps towards its plan to increase
public transport use throughout the NT, while
simultaneously working towards a greener
Territory. However, the AANT looks forward
to seeing further developments to services in
rural areas of the Northern Territory.
The announcement also coincided with
the Federal Government’s decision to roll out
a national scheme allowing pensioners and
Seniors Card holders to access concession
fares on most interstate public transport

systems. As of 1 January 2009, older
Territorians travelling interstate to New South
Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania and
the Australian Capital Territory, will be able to
use the local transport system at a discounted
price. Both announcements are positive steps
forward for the future of public transport.

rest of the world, it’s also motivated

Congratulations to the following winners from ntmotor December 2008:
Ford XD Falcon Utility – S Wilson, Parap.
Bridgestone Tyres – K Harmer, Alice Springs.
Personal Breathalyser – M Starr, Nightcliff.
Alice Springs holiday – V McDonald, Alice Springs.

many Australians to get out and
explore these captivating landscapes
for themselves. On page 24, discover
the allure of the Savannah Way, a great
transcontinental road trip across the
top of Australia. Further afield, ntmotor
travels to the gold fields of Ballarat
in country Victoria and the worldrenowned wine regions of the Barossa
and Adelaide Hills in South Australia.
You even have a chance to win two great
accommodation packages in Ballarat
and the Barossa.
Family holidays are a great
opportunity to get together and create
lasting memories. If you’re planning a
family road trip these school holidays,
remember to stay safe behind the wheel.
As our story on page 8 demonstrates,
drivers on NT’s road network face a high
level of risk. So plan ahead, stay alert
and remember to take regular breaks to
stretch the legs. Most of all, drive to suit
the road conditions and ensure you and
your passengers stay safe.
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R EC O RD NEW VEH I C LE S ALES I N NT
The figures are in and it
appears 2008 was a record
year for the Northern Territory
when it came to new
vehicle sales.
Despite tough economic
times towards the end of
last year, the number of new
vehicles sold in the NT was
the highest on record for a
calendar year. This is positive
news as the global financial
crisis continues, with new
motor vehicle sales a good
indicator of how an economy
is travelling.
The Northern Territory
registered a 7.5 per cent
increase in new car sales in
2008, which was higher than
the increases seen in Victoria
and South Australia, while the
rest of the country recorded
a decrease.
4WDs were a favourite among Territorians, seeing an increase of 31.5 per cent on the previous
year, showing that we continue to embrace the great outdoors lifestyle that the
Territory provides.

EXPLORE AUSTRALIA
– DIRECTORY AND
B ONU S ATLAS
The ultimate travel companion,
the Explore Australia’s Camping
in Australia directory with bonus
Australian Touring Atlas is ideal for
anyone planning on travelling around
Australia. The camping directory lists
over 2,300 campsites, national parks,
as well as Australia-wide large-scale
maps, while the A3 touring atlas is
fully indexed with over 15,000 entries,
including inner city route maps.
AANT members $35.95
RRP $59.90

WINNERS!

blockbuster movie, Australia, showcased
our country’s natural splendour to the

shopping

welcome

ntmotor

Christmas hamper – P Gerschwitz, Darwin.

win

R OV EDA
LU G GAG E SET
Need a suitcase that will last the
distance? Purpose-built for longevity
and convenience, Roveda’s threepiece set of expanding suitcases
is just the ticket. With a five-year
guarantee, you know your Roveda
luggage will travel well.
AANT members $189
RRP $439

A H Q H O L D EN KIN G S WO O D S EDA N

When the HQ Holden Kingswood was first
released in 1971 it immediately became a
symbol of class for Australia’s working man.
The six-seater Kingswood was equipped with
all the latest equipment of the time, including
bench seats, a column shift and an aerial, with
the option of a radio. Now ntmotor is giving
you the chance to win your very own replica of
this iconic vehicle.
For your chance to win this authentic model of the HQ Holden Kingswood, write
your name, address and daytime telephone number on the back of – or inside – an
envelope and post it to:
ntmotor Holden HQ Kingswood Competition
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801
CONDITIONS: The competition commences on 2 March 2009 and closes with the last mail on 8 May 2009. Prize value is in Australian dollars. Total prize
pool valued at $39.95. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition entry criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at the AANT, 79 – 81 Smith
Street, Darwin at 2pm on Tuesday 12 May 2009. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published
in the June issue of ntmotor published on 1 June 2009. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc, 79 – 81 Smith Street,
Darwin NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529. Prize cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash.

TOM TOM R ANG E
Get on track with Tom Tom’s advanced
GPS technology. It offers a variety of
features available across the range,
including a touch screen, safety camera
alerts, visual and audible directions,
bluetooth capability for hands-free
calling, FM transmission, and all the
latest maps – meaning you’ll never get
lost again.
G0 930: AANT members $799
RRP $849
G0 730: AANT members $519
RRP $549
XL Australia: AANT members $349
RRP $399
One Australia: AANT members $259
RRP $279
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GREENER MOTORING
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A A NT E NVI R O N M EN T

A A N T EN V IRO N M EN T

Early last year, Australia’s motoring clubs
committed to a landmark initiative, signing off
on a national Climate Change Statement. Now
12 months on, the four key objectives of the
statement have been revisited to determine how
best to achieve progress in 2009.

The AANT and its counterparts around
Australia collectively represent more than
6.5 million motorists, so we understand
the incredibly important role that the
car plays in our members’ day-to-day
lives – whether it be to get to and from
work, the shops, recreational and social
activities, or a whole host of necessary
activities and services; everything from
child care to doctors’ appointments.
At the end of last year, Presidents,
Directors and CEOs from each of the
nation’s state and territory motoring
clubs, along with members of the AAA
executive team, met in Adelaide for
the Australian Automobile Association
(AAA) 2008 National Conference. Here
they learnt about some of the latest
developments in relation to driver
training – from novice through to older
drivers – and actively workshopped
how the clubs can provide effective
leadership in the ‘green’ space.
Renowned environmentalist and Planet
Ark founder, Jon Dee, was the keynote
speaker for the environmental session
and impressed everyone with his passion
for and commitment to preserving the
environment and its resources … while,
at the same time, ‘outing’ himself as an
avid motoring enthusiast!
Indeed, the motoring clubs have
enjoyed a collaborative working
relationship with Jon for some years. He
has been a columnist for the Queensland
club’s member magazine for many years
and, more recently, has written a regular

column in AANT’s own ntmotor as well
as one for the South Australian
samotor magazine.
Refreshingly, Jon believes that while
tackling climate change might present
as a huge challenge for all of us, it also
represents an enormous opportunity.
This is a sentiment that the motoring
clubs have shared for some time and
the development and launch of the AAA
national Climate Change Statement,
On the Road to Greener Motoring,
in February 2008 was something of a
watershed for the AANT and its
sister clubs.
Very early on the AAA motoring
clubs recognised that we are in a
unique position to help address climate
change by assisting our members
and the broader community to better
understand the facts about their car’s
contribution to greenhouse pollution
and to provide them with realistic
strategies for reducing their carbon
‘footprint’.
In fact, not only do the clubs believe
they have a major role to play in
assisting motorists become greener, but
also believe that we have a responsibility
to influence industry and governments
to take steps that reduce emissions and
improve energy efficiency.
At the same time, the clubs believe
that all sectors of the economy
should take part in greenhouse gas
abatement; that governments, industry,
organisations and individuals all have a

role to play; and that greenhouse gas
reduction measures should complement
other transport policy objectives – the
most important being the preservation
of people’s individual mobility.
This thinking was formalised in On the
Road to Greener Motoring, a statement
which spells out a number of important
policy positions in support of four key
objectives, namely:
 A
 ssist and encourage members to
reduce and offset their greenhouse
gas emissions.
Sustainable mobility for all.
 inimise the emissions generated by
M
the products and services we provide
to our members.
 P
 articipate with governments and
industry to develop policies and
initiatives that reduce greenhouse
gas emissions.
Jon Dee acknowledged the motoring
clubs’ environmental initiatives and
activities, to date, and provided some
terrific insights into industry, social
and political trends and developments
related to tackling climate change.
Jon’s presentation very aptly set
the scene for the conference to then
workshop each of the four On the Road
to Greener Motoring objectives with a
view to determining how the motoring
clubs can best harness the current social
momentum for reducing greenhouse
gas emissions and make a very real
contribution to a cleaner and
greener Australia.
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A A N T ISS U ES

CRASH RISK RATINGS
low
low to medium
medium
medium to high
high

While the road toll in other Australian states has been steadily declining
over the past few years, in the Northern Territory this number continues to
rise. This issue, ntmotor looks at understanding this alarming trend and
the dangers faced on NT roads.
While the total number of people killed
on our roads each year is much less than
seen interstate, the fact remains that the
Northern Territory holds the unwanted
title of having the highest fatality rate in
Australia per 100,000 population – a rate
which mirrors that of third world countries.
This is largely because driving in the
Northern Territory is much more hazardous
than anywhere else in Australia because of
the distances to be travelled.
8

To help Territorians understand
the risks associated with the road
network, the Australian Automobile
Association, with input from the
country’s motoring clubs, including
the AANT, have developed the
Australian Road Assessment Program
(AusRAP). The program looks at how
these crash risks can be mitigated
depending on the design features of
the road environment.

AusRAP rates the risks that drivers
face when travelling around Australia on
major national roads, such as the Stuart
Highway and Barkly Highway, using two
methods: looking at where crashes occur
and examining the protection that the
road’s safety features provide users in the
event of a crash.
The first element of the program
reports on the risk drivers face by
establishing where crashes have

occurred on the road network in the
past. The crash risk ratings (risk maps),
which are based on exposure, take into
account the volume of traffic on the
road and the distance that this traffic
has to travel. In the Northern Territory,
regardless of the low volumes of traffic
on the roads, because of the longer
distances that need to be travelled, the
risk on the network and exposure to
crash risk is high.
Star ratings are the second element
of the AusRAP initiative. Using a star
rating system, the risk of injury users
face from road features – such as
intersections, roadside hazards, narrow
lanes and undivided roads – is rated.
Due to the relatively clear roadsides and
minimal intersections along NT’s major
highways, the star ratings are between

three to four-stars (with four stars being
the minimum standard expected along
the National Highway network). However,
despite vast sections of four-star rated
roads, the National Highway network is
the main location where most crashes in
the Northern Territory occur.
In 2008 a report was commissioned
to compare the two elements and see
if there was a correlation between the
risk maps and star ratings. The outcome
of this comparison highlighted a need
to invest in the upgrading of the road
network, revealing that crash costs clearly
halve as you move from one star rating
to the next.
While driver behaviour is the major
influencing factor in the cause of
crashes, the findings of the report
clearly demonstrate that targeting

road upgrades will deliver financial
benefits to the community through the
reduction in average crash costs, and a
consequent impact on the death toll.
The AANT has welcomed the Federal
Government’s acknowledgment that an
investment in infrastructure and funding
upgrades to existing Black Spots will not
only assist in stimulating the economy
but will also benefit the community
in the form of improved road safety
outcomes from this investment.
To find out more about the AusRAP
program, visit www.ausrap.org
Pictured above: The Risk Rating Map
clearly shows the black and red high risk
ratings along the major highways in
the NT.
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A A N T A DV IC E
so if you see your trade-in weeks
later with a raised value, don’t get
annoyed, that’s their job.
Trade-in values can also
complicate the purchase as dealers
may offer a good trade-in price,
but the new vehicle value may be
slightly inflated. Be sure to check
the changeover price, as this is the
amount you will pay at the time
of collecting your new vehicle, so
ensure it’s what you agreed to. The
AANT Technical Advisory Service
can assist AANT members with
determining the price you should
expect to get for your trade-in.

Buying a new car should be an enjoyable process, but it can also be
a stressful experience full of hidden problems.
The most important issues to address
when buying a new car are to carefully
consider what your needs are and
determine your budget. Once these two
questions have been answered, the more
accurate your research is and the better
equipped you’ll be to make an
informed choice.
THE RIGHT CHOICE
Choosing the right car can be difficult
as many factors will contribute to the final
decision. The first thing is to ask yourself
what kind of driving you will be doing in
the vehicle and whether this may change
in the future.
Consider questions like: How many
people will the vehicle usually carry?
Will it be required to tow a caravan or
trailer? This will help determine the type
of vehicle and engine size. For example,
if you plan to tow, a larger more powerful
six cylinder engine would be best suited.
However, if most of your driving will
take place in the city, then a smaller four
cylinder model may be best.
How safe is it? You should be looking
for a car with a good ANCAP crash test
rating, so check the new car vehicle
safety ratings available on the ANCAP
website at www.ancap.com.au. You
should also research a vehicle’s fuel
efficiency and Green Vehicle Guide rating
at www.greenvehicleguide.gov.au,
which provides fuel consumption figures
10

and environmental performance data,
including greenhouse and air
pollution ratings.
COUNTING THE COST
The most important thing you need to
decide is how much you have to spend.
This needs to take place even before
you start looking, as it will dictate the
type of car you consider. Decide on a
maximum price and try and stay within
that range, and don’t forget to include
on-road costs as these are not normally
included unless specified in the contract.
You may find a deal that has drive
away pricing so check what fees, if any,
you will incur. Remember, you may need
to adjust your budget as you decide on
what options or accessories you want
included. If you are borrowing money,
it’s best to arrange finance beforehand.
The amount you can afford to borrow
may determine your budget.
DO YOUR RESEARCH
Researching cars has been made
easier, thanks to the Australia’s Best Cars
program. Australia’s most authoritative,
consumer-driven new car awards
program, Australia’s Best Cars is run by
the nation’s motoring clubs, including
AANT, RAA, NRMA, RACV, RACQ, RAC
and RACT.
More than 250 vehicles are tested
during the judging process, with reviews
on the 12 category winners and scores

for each of the contenders available online
at www.australiasbestcars.com.au or
by purchasing the 2009 edition of the
Australia’s Best Cars magazine available
from the AANT office and the online
AANT Shop. The reviews cover the relative
merits of each vehicle, compared using
a one to 10 score for easy comparison.
For more detailed information about
individual vehicles consumers can also visit
manufacturers’ websites.
Once you have a shortlist, it’s time to do
the leg work and visit dealers so you can
test drive the vehicles. You may find that
a car that’s come up well in your research
doesn’t live up to your requirements
in reality.
Where possible, take the vehicle for an
extended test drive, as short trips may not
expose any shortcomings and a decision
made in haste may lead to dissatisfaction
after owning the vehicle for a short period.

TIME TO BARGAIN
At this time of the year there
are plenty of bargains and deals
to be had. When looking around,
remember some cars may be many
months old or last year’s stock
according to the compliance plate.
While the car might be still new,
because the year listed on the
contract is from the previous year,
it may present a problem if you
decide to sell or trade in the car
down the track. While this may be
acceptable to you because it means
you can save on purchase price
now, you need to consider whether
it’s important that it may lose you
money when it comes time to sell.
Once you’ve made your choice,
remember sales staff expect buyers
to haggle when buying a car so be
prepared – even the dealer delivery
fee is negotiable. Know your limits
when it comes to offers or incentives

to do the business on the spot as there
may be conditions included that you
find out only after reading the contract.
Most importantly, don’t sign a contract
until you have read the document and
agree with the terms and conditions.
There is no cooling off period when
purchasing new cars, so once you sign
the contract, the deal is done.
Another option to consider is
demonstrator vehicles. These vehicles
often have added features that
dealers believe buyers want, and may
be offered at thousands of dollars
cheaper. However, be aware that these
cars may be months old meaning
the warranty period will have already
commenced and they will have certainly
travelled 2,000 to 3,000 kilometres as
other prospective buyers have put
them to the test. When considering a
demonstrator model, check the vehicle
thoroughly for any chips, dents or
scratches, interior trim markings, etc.

These will become your responsibility
once you leave the dealer.
Dealers make a good profit from aftermarket products such as window tinting,
extended warranty and paint, rust and
trim protection. Generally cars have
improved to the extent that the warranty
offered, and the material used for the
trim and paint by the manufacturer, are
good enough not to need additional
coverage. While these added offers
may be enticing, they all add to the
final purchase price so read the related
information and check what conditions
or additional obligations and
exclusions apply.
The new car buying experience
can be a pleasant one if you do
your homework and buy within your
budget. As an AANT member, you also
have access to the AANT Technical
Advisory Service, on 1300 661 466,
whose staff can help steer you through
the process.

Also, don’t forget you’re not alone in
this process. A free service to members,
the AANT Technical Advisory Service has
very experienced advisers who can talk
you through the process and discuss in
detail the merits of different vehicles.
TRADING-UP
If you have a vehicle to trade in,
presentation is paramount. Leave service
books and receipts for service and repair
in the glove box, as these may prompt a
better valuation. Plus, be aware that the
dealer is in business to buy and sell cars
11
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Having the keys to a
4WD off-road vehicle
is seen as having the
key to a great, healthy
outdoor lifestyle. They
allow you to slowly
crawl over that rocky
ridge in the outback
to camp where no
one has gone before
or travel through
the deep sand of a
secluded Top End
beach to find a private
fishing nirvana.
While it’s a very romantic notion –
and for some this is what they are
used for – the reality is that many 4WDs
live their life in the city rather than
roaming free. Once the epic trip to the
Red Centre is in the vacations CV, the
romance often fades away as the cold
reality of higher fuel and running costs
start to be a continual drain on the
household budget.
So what do you do if you actually want
to do some of these treks during your
annual leave, but like many, you spend
12

the other 48 weeks of the year travelling
in a vehicle that was designed for the city
and normal day-to-day commuting?
In the interests of our travelling
members, the AANT has looked into
some of the rental offers available for
4WDs to investigate the cost benefits of
renting a 4WD for a holiday month and
owning a normal sedan for the other 48
weeks of the year, versus owning a 4WD
just for the purpose of using it for that
month away.
The first thing we found is that the
vehicle rental companies have a plethora
of conditions, large deposits, excesses
and costs, which often make direct
comparisons difficult, so you really
have to know from the outset what size
vehicle you need and exactly where you
are intending to go. Many conditions
stipulate that the cars have to be driven
on sealed or maintained gravel roads
only, as there is no insurance coverage
for damage caused by off-road use
or water damage. In many cases, the
recovery of a bogged vehicle or any
damage done during off-road use is
also not covered. In addition, there are
other costs if you want to relocate the
vehicle – that is you pick it up in one
city, but drop it off in another – and
there are additional seasonal charges,
such as Christmas, that can attract a
higher vehicle hire rate. Before hitting
the road, just ensure that you are fully
aware and comfortable with the terms
and conditions of your chosen rental

company and make sure you know what
your responsibilities are.
What AANT’s analysis did find is
that as a general rule, hiring a large
4WD, such as a Toyota Landcruiser, but
spending the rest of the year driving
a small Holden Astra, can save you
nearly $8,000, compared to driving a
Toyota Landcruiser year-round. This
saving shrinks to under $4,000 when
you compare the costs of hiring the
Landcruiser but owning a larger car like
a Holden Commodore for the rest of
the year.
Conversely, if you are driving in a
large Commodore now and could
live with something smaller, such as a
Nissan X-Trail, it is actually cheaper to
have a compact 4WD all year as your
normal family car, than it is to have the
Commodore for 48 weeks, and then hire
a compact 4WD for the holidays.

Each year, a number of Australians
lose their life by tempting fate at rail
crossings. The tragedy is that the
majority of these crashes could have
easily been avoided if only the drivers
had been cautious and not taken
unnecessary risks when traversing the
train line.
A recent national study into
Australians’ perceptions of rail crossings
revealed that there is a significant level
of unawareness among drivers about the
dangers of flaunting road rules at train
crossings. One in four people surveyed
admitted to engaging in risky behaviour
at level crossings.
While many people argue that there
should be an increase in protection
at level crossings, statistics show that
the majority of locomotive versus
automobile collisions occur over active
level crossings, that is, crossings fitted

with flashing lights, audible warnings,
and often boom gates as well.

Even if you know the area well, train

Following a spate of incidents over
the past few years, the Northern
Territory Government has responded by
investing in the upgrade of several rail
crossings and introducing a number of
initiatives. These initiatives are aimed at
raising awareness about the dangers in
disobeying road rules and preventing
crashes from occurring at level crossings.

could see this reliance become

It is important for drivers to remember
that a train cannot stop quickly. For
instance, a passenger train travelling
80km/h will take 288 metres to come
to a complete stop after applying the
emergency brake. This makes it essential
to stop, look, listen and think before
deciding on whether to cross a train line.

year as a result of careless driving over

Another point to be wary of is not
to trust that a train won’t arrive at a
particular crossing at a specific time.

timetables change frequently, which
tragically unstuck.
The survey also revealed some drivers
admitting to queuing over railway
lines, highlighting the importance of
paying attention to the traffic and road
conditions in front of the crossing.
On average, 37 people die each
Australian railways. Although this statistic
may seem insignificant to the number
of car crash fatalities, the potential for a
large-scale tragedy, due to vehicle speed
and the number of passengers involved
in railway collisions, cannot be ignored.
For further information on rail safety
matters in the Northern Territory log
on to www.roadsafety.nt.gov.au

Additionally, when we performed
a Holden Astra comparison, where
you drive around in that for 48 weeks
and then hire a Nissan X-Trail for the
holidays, it is again $1,000 cheaper than
owning a compact 4WD as the family
car all year.
So the lesson here is that Territorians
who love the outdoor lifestyle that our
territory has to offer, can find financial
savings in choosing a car that suits the
majority of their needs for everyday use,
and hiring a car to suit their needs for
special occasions.
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approved repairer profiles

and fO U N DER A N D C HA IR M A N ,
DO SOM ETH I N G !

A U TO IN S P ECT IO N A ND R OAD SER V I C E

From left: Selina Glass and Claude Petrilli,
with staff Mark Graham and Rhys Petrilli.

Consumers have long agreed that you can trust a family-owned
business. Auto Inspection and Road Service, now second generation
owned, is no exception. Current owners, Selina Glass and Claude
Petrilli, bring with them a wealth of knowledge and experience in the
motoring industry, from family roots to over a decade of practice in
respected automotive companies, including AANT. The Stuart Park
business can assist you with vehicle, pre-purchase and diagnosis
inspections, warranty run-out checks, as well as full general and
air conditioning repairs. During normal working hours, the Auto
Inspection and Road Service team are also the AANT road service
contractors for the metropolitan Darwin region.

DA RW IN H O N DA
A proud locally owned and operated dealership, Darwin
Honda has been selling and servicing new and used Hondas
for nearly a decade and can lay claim to being the only Honda
motor vehicle dealer in Darwin. In 2006, Dealer Principal,
Catherine Phillips, made the significant venture to incorporate
Volkswagens into the dealership, which has seen the Duke
Street business also trade under the name Sapphire Motors.
Specialising in Hondas and Volkswagens, Darwin Honda can
also look after your servicing and repair needs on any make
and model.

mechanical repairer
categories
Amidst the financial turmoil troubling the world’s economies, there
was welcome environmental news with the announcement of the Rudd
Government’s decision to double its ‘Green Car Innovation Fund’ to
$1.3 billion over 10 years.
Within the scheme, the Government
has pledged that it will give carmakers
$1 for every $3 that they spend on
developing vehicles with a reduced
environmental impact.
Last year, the Government’s decision
to pump prime the greening of the
Australian car sector got under way with
its $35 million investment in Toyota’s
new Hybrid Camry sedan. To be
manufactured in Melbourne, the Federal
investment was matched dollar for dollar
by the Victorian State Government
Outlining his reasons for the
revamped fund, the Prime Minister
stated that “it’s about helping the
industry to meet the challenge of the
future.” What impressed me about
the PM’s speech was how he spoke of
climate change and rising fuel prices as
representing a “challenge as well as an
14

opportunity.” On that, I think he nailed it
pretty right. If the Australian car industry
handles this opportunity correctly, they
will be better placed to participate in
the transition to a low-carbon-pollution
economy that has more need for fuelefficient cars.
The day of the six-cylinder sedan is
likely to wane as we start to pay a price
for the carbon pollution that such large
cars emit. Even now, big sedans occupy
approximately 10 per cent of the market,
while small cars take up 25 per cent.
In the market ahead, fuel-efficient cars
will have better resale potential for fleet
buyers. As such, the Federal decision
to promote the development of ‘green’
cars within this scheme makes economic
as well as environmental sense.
In return for this ‘green’ investment,
I believe that the Federal Government

should demand better fuel efficiency
across the whole range of cars currently
manufactured in Australia. Such a move
would also guarantee to increase fuel
savings for Australian drivers.
In return for such a change, the
Government should tighten its
purchasing policies to maximise its
purchasing of Australian-made green
vehicles. By becoming a major purchaser
of these cars, the Government can act
as a role model as well as a guaranteed
market for fuel-efficient cars.
With 65,000 Australians employed
within the car manufacturing sector,
Prime Minister Rudd’s move to
‘green’ the industry is a welcome one.
Underpinning that part of our economy,
while helping our environment, highlights
the true meaning of sustainability.

1 Engine tune-up
2 Minor engine repair and vehicle servicing
3 Major engine repair
4 Steering and suspension
5 Brakes 6 Electrical
7 Clutch, manual transmission and rear axle
8 Automatic transmission 9 Air-conditioning
Where no categories are shown,
the repairer is approved in all nine.
AANT Battery Service Centre

•

mechanical repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Outback Automotive,
31 Wilkinson Street
8952 0123
ALICE SPRINGS Peter Kittle Motor Co,
46 Stuart Highway
8952 5500
BERRIMAH Hidden Valley Auto Ctr,
9 Hidden Valley Road
8947 0060
CASUARINA Ultra Tune 1–8,
Cnr Trower and Dripstones Roads,
Casuarina Square Shopping Ctr
8945 2122
COCONUT GROVE
Auto Kare Automotive,
16 Travers Street
COCONUT GROVE
Prompt Auto Repairs Pty Ltd,
14 Travers Street
DARWIN Bridge Autos Toyota,
1 Stuart Highway

8985 6422

Honda Dealer Principal,
Catherine Phillips.

Automobile Association of the Northern Territory

approved repairers

STUART PARK O’Brien Glass,
38 Stuart Highway

PALMERSTON
Palmerston Mechanical Centre,
51 Georgina Crescent

8932 2532

automatic transmissions

PALMERSTON Ultra Tune,
3 Muluka Street

8931 3411

YARRAWONGA Mick Taylor Automatics,
4618 McEnzie Place
8983 1231

STUART PARK
Auto Inspection and Road Service,
15/34 Bishop Street
8981 7333
STUART PARK Darwin Honda,
1–2 Duke Street

8981 3827

STUART PARK Darwin Mitsubishi, Suzuki,
Ssangyong, Land Rover, Volvo
34 Stuart Highway
8946 4444
STUART PARK Kerry Holden, Mazda, Nissan,
Mercedes, Jeep, Chrysler,
17–25 Stuart Highway
8980 8030
STUART PARK Brian Turner Automotive,
35 Stuart Highway
8981 9191
WINNELLIE Winnellie Auto Ctr 1–8,
1427 Stuart Highway
8984 4448
WINNELLIE NT Auto Repairs,
9 Steele Street

8947 4746

8985 6733

WOOLNER Paul’s Service Centre,
6 Charlton Court
8941 1322

8946 0099

specialist repairers

DARWIN Carmech,
5–7 Carey Street

8942 3342

NIGHTCLIFF Aralia Street Autos,
62 Aralia Street

8948 4200

automotive windscreens

ALICE SPRINGS
Trusty Glass (O’Brien Glass agent)
31 North Stuart Highway (ARS 5031) 8952 3322

8981 4612

automotive exhausts
(also towbar specialist)

STUART PARK Muffler City,
26 Stuart Highway

8981 4406

automotive electrician
BERRIMAH (ARS 5039)
Outback Auto Electrical,
1902 Pruen Road

8947 3758

•

WINNELLIE
Peter Brown Auto Electrics,
426 Stuart Highway

8924 1241

crash repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Andrew Paterson
Crash Repairs, 49 Priest Street
8952 6360
BERRIMAH Berrimah Panel Works,
1140 McMillans Road
8984 3137
DARWIN Darwin Crash Repairs,
2 Finniss Street

8981 4000

WINNELLIE R J Panel Works,
Sadgroves Crescent

8984 4570

WINNELLIE B & S Body Works,
85 Winnellie Road

8947 2251
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DRUMMOND GOLF
Show your AANT membership
card at Drummond Golf and receive up to:
All your golfing
equipment from
Australia’s Premier
Golf Retailer
Drummond Golf

A A N T M EM B ER B EN EF IT S

10%
OFF*

53 Stuart Highway
Darwin
Ph: 08 8981 7029

For more information and store locations visit www drummondgolf.com
Terms & Conditions: 10%* OFF all Bags, Buggies (excludes motorised buggies), Apparel, Footwear, Accessories,
Secondhand Equipment and “other” branded golf clubs. 5%* OFF all Balls, Motorised Buggies, Package Deals
and all Golf Clubs for the following brands: Callaway, Cobra, Cleveland, Odyssey, Mizuno, Ping, Scotty Cameron,
TaylorMade and Titleist. Excludes sale items and markdowns and not available in conjuction with other offer.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
To obtain the benefits under the AANT Show Your Card & Save program,
members must show their membership card in a participating retail outlet, or
quote their member number if transacting via phone or internet, at the point
of payment to the relevant benefit provider for goods or services provided.
It is the responsibility of the member to ask for the Show Your Card & Save
benefit at the point of payment. The AANT gives no warranty in relation to any
goods, services or information provided by Retail Partners participating in the
program. Participation in the AANT Show Your Card & Save program is subject
to the full Terms and Conditions of the program which can be obtained from
the AANT Darwin branch, 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin, NT 0800. Any offers extended under the Program are subject to availability and subject to the Terms
and Conditions imposed by Show Your Card & Save Partners and will not be
redeemable for cash or kind. Any benefits provided to the member cannot
be transferred, assigned, sold or otherwise retained. These limited time only
offers are available from 2 March 2009 to 31 May 2009, unless otherwise indicated. For AANT Show Your Card & Save inquiries, phone 08 8981 3837 or visit
www.aant.com.au
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SHOW YOUR CARD & SAVE

SHOW YOUR CARD & SAVE
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Volkswagen Tiguan diesel
POWER

103kW @ 4,200rpm

olkswagen has entered the already
congested compact 4WD market
with the new Tiguan, which is good
enough to elbow its way in between the
Japanese and other German car makers
that have owned this space for quite
some time.
VALUE FOR MONEY
Priced from $35,990, it is available with
a 2.0-litre common rail TDi diesel and
two petrol variants of 125kW and 147kW
have recently come on the market.
The Tiguan comes well-equipped and
includes as standard alloy wheels, cruise
control, roof rails and steering mounted
controls. Plus if you want to dip into the
hip pocket there is a good list of extra
options that you can choose from, such
as xenon lights, satellite navigation and
a panoramic glass sunroof – but they’re
not cheap.
DESIGN AND FUNCTION
Based on the Golf floor plan, the
Tiguan is a tall but compact 4WD. It
features the trademark Volkswagen
4motion system, which under normal
18
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POWER

195kW @ 6,200rpm

TORQUE		 230Nm @ 1,750rpm

TORQUE		 391Nm @ 5,000rpm

PRICE AS TESTED

$37,570

PRICE AS TESTED

$39,990

FUEL CONSUMPTION

7.7L/100km

FUEL CONSUMPTION

12.4L/100km

GREEN VEHICLE GUIDE RATING

★★★

GREEN VEHICLE GUIDE RATING

★★★

CRASH RATING (ANCAP)		

★★★ ★★

CRASH RATING (ANCAP)		

★★★ ★★

WARRANTY		 3 years/100,000km

V

Ford FG Falcon G6

conditions allows most of the drive to
be sent to the front wheels, but when a
loss of traction is detected the system
redirects the drive to the wheels with
the most grip. The Electronic Stability
Control is also enhanced with active roll
over protection, which senses when the
vehicle has gone into a slide condition
that has the potential to result in a roll
over, allowing it to harshly apply the
brakes on the slide side, which will try
to cause a quick reduction in the centre
of gravity and get the vehicle back on
all four wheels.
Both from an environment and
safety perspective Volkswagen has
got its act together as the diesel has
a particulates filter for capturing the
soot that would normally head out
of the tailpipe. In addition, it claims
that it already complies with the Euro
five emission standards that won’t be
required in Australia for several years.
At the safety end of the design it has
a five-star crash rating and a two-star
pedestrian rating which is not bad for a
first model.

ON THE ROAD
All engines use direct injection fuel
technology, are turbo charged and
they can be mated to either an auto or
manual transmission, both of which are
six-speeds. During evaluation the diesel
engine stalled a couple of times on take
off because of the lack of boost at idle
and because it’s relatively quiet. This takes
some getting used to. Styled similar to
that of its big brother, the Touareg, it has a
two-tonne towing capacity which will make
it attractive to the owner looking for a
reasonable tow vehicle. If you are seriously
intending to take it off the bitumen, the
optional hill descent function is available
for $290. This system uses the Anti-Lock
Braking System to brake individual wheels
when crawling down a steep descent to
keep the vehicle under control.
SUMMARY
In an already crowded market the
Volkswagen brand will help it get
a foothold and the general value,
engineering and functionality of
the Tiguan will allow it to grow
as a competitor.

WARRANTY		 3 years/100,000km

F

ord has caught up with Australianmade vehicle pack with the new FG
range, and walked away with the title of
being the first locally-made vehicle to
achieve the five-star safety rating.
VALUE FOR MONEY
The competition in the large car
market is ferocious and value is
paramount, and generally the FG has a
good value package. Because the fleet
market soaks up a lot of the Australianbuilt vehicles, pricing needs to be done
with the sharpest of pencils and the
punter buying a Falcon gains from this.
DESIGN AND FUNCTION
Ford has put a lot of development
into the body and safety, including the
standard fitment of Electronic Stability
Control, and they have tweaked the
already good performing, in-line sixcylinder engine which will only be used
in Falcons for another couple of years
before being replaced with an imported
V6. Despite the external design not
being that much different from the
old model, the cabin is more spacious

and quieter. The redesigned rear door
should minimise the amount of times
heads are bumped on the doorframe as
passengers get in and out, compared
to the old model. The ergonomics of
the Falcon has been a cut above the
other large cars and the minor changes
to things like the location of switches,
display screen size and function have
maintained this lead. Unfortunately the
FG comes standard with a space
saver tyre.

quintessential vehicle for comfortably
knocking over the kilometres on a road
trip to Kakadu or down to the
Red Centre.
SUMMARY
Falcon represents the pick of the
large car bunch right now, and for those
Territorians who need a large car that will
comfortably cope while filled with kids
and towing a caravan, the Falcon is the
one to have.

ON THE ROAD
The French built five-speed automatic
transmission has been a leap forward
in powertrain refinement. It really
complements the six-cylinders’
prodigious torque and will maintain
Falcon’s reputation as a good vehicle
for towing. The continuation and
improvement of the “Control Blade”
rear suspension and mono tube shock
absorbers has again been a noticeable
improvement in the overall ride and
control of the Falcon. The general
handling package, tall gearing and
relatively quiet cabin make it the

All AANT tests are conducted under
the road-testing and scoring regime
of the Australia’s Best Cars awards,
which are announced
each December.
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PRICE RANGE

USE D CA R R E VI EW

Series 1 (Dec 2001-Dec 2002)
CV6 $15,100-$19,400
CV8 $20,900-$25,800
Series 2 (Dec 2002-July 2003)
CV6 $17,900-$22,700
CV8 $23,800-$29,400
Series 3 (Aug 2003-Sept 2004)
CV8 $28,800-$34,700

A A N T A DV IC E

PRICE WHEN NEW
Series 1 CV6 auto $47,990 CV8 $56,990
Series 2 CV6 auto $49,450 CV8 $58,750
Series 3 CV8 auto $59,350

AVERAGE KILOMETRES
Series 1 103,000km
Series 2 88,000km
Series 3 78,000km

CRASH RATING (ANCAP)
Monaro 2004 ★

★★

GREEN VEHICLE
GUIDE RATING Not rated

T

he Holden Monaro is an Aussie icon
and, like its predecessors from the
70s, the new millennium Monaro could
also become a collector’s item. The
mystique of the modern Monaro was
enhanced with tales of it starting life as a
clandestine and unauthorised project of
some Holden engineers and designers,
done after hours at the development
lab. Now in the cold light of the used
car market, used Monaros are within the
price reach of a lot more of us.
The Monaro is based on the
Commodore floor plan and as a result
has very good space in the rear seats
compared to most coupes. Holden was
quite extravagant with the features, as
the CV8 has dual airbags, ABS brakes,
auto climate control with dual temp
zones, remote alarm system, 18-inch
alloy wheels, cruise control, six CD
stacker, fog lights, engine immobilizer,
limited slip differential, leather steering
wheel and upholstery, power front seats
with memory, power mirrors, steering
and windows, in-dash six-stacker CD
player, side airbags, sports seats, sports
suspension, trip computer and a traction
control system. Some may also be
fitted with a rear spoiler and Holden
assist, which is an advanced satellite car
monitoring system.
There were three series of the Monaro
and all had a choice of either a throaty
V8 or the harsher supercharged V6 (auto
only), although the decision was made
20

Holden
Monaro CV6 and CV8 2001 – 2004

by Holden to drop the less popular
and lower performing V6 in Series 3.
The impressive power of the 225kW
V8 was increased by 10kW with the
release of each series. Although the
V8 suffered from oil consumption and
piston slap issues early in its life, most
problems were rectified with an engine
replacement. So having documentation
of a factory engine changeover in a
vehicle’s new car warranty period would
be a real positive when buying a used
early edition Monaro. All the V6s had
automatic transmissions, but for the
V8s with the six-speed manual gearbox,
make sure the clutch is in good working
order because the cost for clutch
replacement is $1,300. The new clutch
kit comes with a new flywheel and it is
not uncommon for the old slave cylinder
to fail with the new clutch so replacing
it at this time can push the repair cost
out to $1,800. Coolant leakage from
water pump gaskets is also reasonably
common, requiring a new water pump as
a result, which can cost around $812.
For those with an eye for style and the
money to run a V8, the Monaro is a
‘must have’.

All car reviews are compiled by AANT Technical Services
Manager and Australia’s Best Car judge, Mark Borlace.
Prices shown for used cars are approximate dealer retail
prices for vehicles in average to good condition. These
prices will vary depending upon vehicle condition and
kilometres travelled. Source – Glass’s guide.
For full range of prices, contact AANT Technical Advisory
Service on 1300 661 466.

BACK

in the saddle
A HEAD START

In the event of a crash, wearing a
well-fitted helmet will greatly reduce
the risk of a serious head injury.
Without exception, all helmets should
meet Australian Standard AS 2063.
When choosing a helmet, make sure
it fits snugly, and is comfortable when
positioned squarely on the head,
sitting just above the eyebrows. A
correctly fitted helmet shouldn’t tilt
forward or rearward and with the
buckle fastened should allow only
enough room for two fingers to be
inserted between the chin and strap.
By law anyone under the age of 17
must wear a helmet while riding a bike.
Anyone not riding on a bike path or
footpath must also wear a helmet.
AT FIRST SIGHT
Visibility is a vital ingredient to safe
riding – whether it’s what you wear,
how you’re lit up or whether you can
be heard. Bright clothing is a must
(reflective clothing is even better) and
when riding in hazardous, dark or low
light conditions, the use of a front
white light and rear red light, as well
as a red reflector at the rear of the
bicycle, are legal requirements. Your
bike should also have a bell, which is a
good way to warn others, especially on
bike paths, of your approach.

BE PREPARED

For novice riders, forward planning
is integral to staying safe. This might
mean taking a quieter route, rather
than the quickest, to avoid heavy
traffic. Carry a puncture kit with you
and know how to use it, and plan for
the weather conditions; whether that’s
sunscreen, water, sunglasses or wet
weather protection. It’s also helpful to
carry your mobile phone and change for
a taxi or bus with you, just in case of an
emergency. Regular bike maintenance
gets your bike out of the shed and onto
the road. So make sure you’re familiar
with your bike and its parts, to help you
recognise problems before they occur.
CHILD’S PLAY
Teaching your child to ride can be a
daunting task, so it’s best to start off
by taking them to a place well away
from other traffic. Practice basic skills
such as riding in a straight line, riding
with one hand off the handle bars
(for hand signals), looking over their
shoulder for turning traffic and turning
to avoid obstacles. And remember that
when teaching them the road rules, it’s
important to always lead by example.
For more information on bike safety
and school booking availabilities for
the Parap Road Safety Centre visit
www.roadsafety.nt.gov.au

With the drier
weather almost upon
us, many Territorians
are starting to dust
off their bikes in
anticipation of the
finer cycling weather.
Before you jump
straight into it though,
there are a number
of things you need to
consider to make sure
you stay safe on
the road.

tips for sharing the road
FOR CYCLISTS:
O
 bey the road rules, including traffic
signals, and respect other road users.
Indicate your intentions – use hand
signals and make eye contact with
drivers when changing direction.
M
 ake sure you are visible to other
road users.
M
 ake sure your bike is roadworthy
and fits you properly.
B
 e predictable and courteous and
alert to other road users.
W
 ear a bicycle helmet at all times.
U
 se lights when riding in low
light conditions.
FOR MOTORISTS:
B
 e patient when overtaking.
T
 reat bicycle riders as equal partners:
cycle traffic has the same rights
and responsibilities as motor
vehicle traffic.
C
 yclists are allowed to ride two
abreast. Respect their right and be
patient when overtaking.
L ook for cyclists before opening car
doors and making turns.
G
 ive people on bicycles at least
one metre width clearance, because
they may have to swing out to avoid
hazards such as loose drain covers
or glass.
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A A N T IN S U RA N C E

It’s Murphy’s Law, and it’s happened to all of us at some stage. You’re in a rush to
get somewhere, leaving just enough time to arrive at your destination. Pity you never
considered the scenario that your car wouldn’t start – it worked fine the day before.
But sure enough, the battery’s dead, and now you’re going to be late.

Flash flooding and cyclones are part and
parcel of living in the Northern Territory.
But come the day our home falls victim
to such natural disasters, most of us
seek comfort knowing that our insurance
company will foot the damage bill, right?

the airflow under the bonnet is often
restricted, causing a significant reduction
in battery life.

more for your money, but are saved the
hassle of having to replace your battery
prematurely and without warning.

The truth is that millions of Australians
are underinsuring themselves each year
and, whether they are aware of it or not, by
doing so are taking an enormous risk.

The AANT understands the importance
of providing you with a battery capable
of maintaining optimum performance
and as a result AANT Battery stockists
have the most up-to-date testing and
charging equipment available. With an
advanced system, the AANT is able to
determine which battery is best suited
for your vehicle, so you not only get

For testing, charging or changing your
battery you can rely on the AANT’s team
of highly trained and qualified staff. Best
of all, the AANT mobile battery service
will come to you, making life even easier.

Unfortunately, car batteries don’t last
forever. Extreme temperatures, like the
ones we experience in the Territory, are a
significant factor contributing to battery
failure. Many of the gadgets fitted to our
contemporary cars can also drain battery
power, from air conditioning and alarm
systems, to the much-loved GPS and
built-in DVD player.
What’s more, today’s cars are designed
more for aesthetic pleasure, rather
than vehicle endurance, meaning that

For a list of NT stockists or further
information phone 1300 661 466. To
arrange replacement of your battery,
call 13 11 11.

Win back the value of your battery!

method is to go through a room-by-room
evaluation and consider the following
costs when calculating or re-calculating
the correct level of insurance necessary:
Rebuilding

costs, accounting for
variables such as inflation, GST,

For your chance to win:
Simply complete this entry form and fill in the 4 digit battery code which can be
found on the top of your new battery and mail to:
AANT Battery Promotion, PO Box 2584, Darwin, NT 0801.
Ask for an AANT Battery today!

Name: ______________________________________

A
 ny extensions or renovations that
have been made.

architect, engineering and council fees.
Removing any debris, which can cost

If you are unsure of anything
and need further advice or are
looking for a free home insurance
quote, drop into the AANT office at
79-81 Smith Street, Darwin or call
8981 3837. Remember, if you’re an
AANT member, as a reward for your
membership, you’ll receive up to
15 per cent off any AANT Insurance
Agency policy.

about 10 per cent of the house value.

In the event of anything unexpected
and unfortunate occurring to your home,
your anguish could be compounded in
discovering that your home wasn’t insured
for its entire replacement value – leaving
you facing a hefty financial burden.

E
 xtended temporary accommodation

Householders are advised to check their
level of insurance every year. The best

special occasions such as Christmas

costs, given that a major natural
disaster could result in up to 18 months
to repair or rebuild.
R
 eplacing contents, including the
additional value accumulated during
and birthdays.

THE ORIGINAL AND THE BEST

Make sure the next battery fitted to your vehicle is an AANT Battery because not
only will you be getting a battery that equals or exceeds the manufacturers
specifications, but you could also win back the value of your battery!
Whether it’s a battery for your car, boat or 4WD the AANT has a suitable battery.

R
 eplacing jewellery, CD and DVD
collections – precious collections
should be listed as special items by
policy holders.

PLEASE SEND ME A BROCHURE

Australia’s Largest Range of

CANOPIES

NATIONWIDE SERVICE
& WARRANTY

Canopy

Lid

Tray

Mat

Liner

Accessories

Vehicle Model
Body Type

Year

Name
Address
P/Code
Phone

Membership number: __________________________

Email

Phone number: _______________________________

Flexiglass SA Branch: 10-12 Conmurra Avenue,
Edwardstown, SA 5039

4 digit battery code: ____________________________

Flexiglass reserves the right to alter any specifications and to alter the range
of products stocked without notice.
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Your friend on the road.
For full terms & conditions see www.aant.com.au. Proof of purchase required. Winners drawn monthly and notified by phone.
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BY LEE ATKINSON

From sea to sea, the trip across the
top of Australia along the Savannah Way
is one of the country’s most beautiful
outback journeys. You’ll need at least
three weeks to drive the whole stretch
comfortably, although you can break
it up into shorter sections, such as
Katherine to Broome for a week, if you
are short of time.
While there are unsealed 4WD
alternative sections, the main route
(apart from a 700-kilometre section
between Normanton and Borroloola) is
sealed, but often only for the width of
one lane, so you need to move on to the
dirt shoulder to pass oncoming traffic.
Take it slow and watch for flying stones
hitting the windscreen.
Even though most of the road may
be sealed, it’s still a long drive through
a remote landscape. It’s a dry season
trip only, with some of the sections
impassable between November and
April. You’ll need to be willing to camp
most nights, and carry much of your own
supplies and spares.
The 3,500-kilometre trip starts at
Cairns as you snake your way up through
the rainforest to the Atherton Tablelands
24

passing fields of sugar cane, paddocks
of macadamia and mango trees, and
plenty of orchards of exotic-looking
trees. Continue west through Ravenshoe
(Queensland’s highest town), with a brief
stop at Millstream Falls – the widest in
Australia – and check out some of the
world’s largest lava tubes at Undara.
As you continue on, you can watch
the sun sink into the gulf with a cold
drink and tuck into some freshly caught
barramundi in the beer garden of the
Karumba Sunset Hotel, hook a whopper
or catch yourself a monster mud crab
at Burketown, the Barramundi capital
of Australia, and spend a few days
paddling through the lush oasis of Lawn
Hill National Park. Nearby is one of the
world’s richest fossil sites, Riversleigh.
Next, cross the NT border and take
a 15-minute helicopter ride from Cape
Crawford’s Heartbreak Hotel over
the Lost City, a large expanse of tall
sandstone columns only accessible
by air – or get a ground-up view of
the similar pillars in Limmen National
Park, further down the road. Soak away
any road-weariness at Mataranka Hot
Springs before spending a night or two

in Katherine, roughly the half-way point of
the trip, and take the sunset cruise through
Katherine Gorge. The deck of the visitor
centre is also a great spot to sit back and
enjoy an ice cold drink.
Continuing west, you will travel through
more rough and rugged gorge country
near Kununurra, gateway to the eastern
Kimberleys. Lake Argyle, one of the largest
man-made bodies of water in the country,
is a great place to watch the sun go
down with a glass of wine on a
sunset cruise.
A dirt-track alternative to the sealed
route is the Gibb River Road to Derby (just
north of Broome). It starts 45 kilometres
west of Kununurra, spearing through
stunning landscapes showcased in Baz
Luhrmann’s film, Australia. There is a rough
240-kilometre track to Mitchell Plateau
with gorge walks, clear swimming holes
and magnificent waterfalls. The Gibb also
cuts through several gorges, including Bell
Gorge, a breathtaking series of cascading
waterfalls forming several excellent
swimming holes, and Windjana Gorge, an
ancient coral reef eroded by the Lennard
River to create a wide, 100-metre-high
gorge through the Napier Range exposing
countless fossils.

One of the most impressive
sights in outback Australia is
Purnululu National Park or the
Bungle Bungles. The distinctive
beehive-shaped towers of the
Bungle Bungle massif are made up
of sandstones and conglomerates,
their alternating orange and black
or grey banding caused by a skin of
silica and algae. Although it is only
55 kilometres from the main road
into the park, it is 4WD-accessible
only and takes a couple of hours.
The most visited site is the serene
Cathedral Gorge, a fairly easy walk,
although the best way to see the
domes is on a scenic flight
from Kununurra.

© Richard l’Anson/Lonely Planet Images

The bitumen route will take
you west though small Aboriginal
communities selling investmentquality art pieces – one of the best
is at Warmun (Turkey Creek), led
by Rover Thomas and Queenie
McKenzie, both of whom have work
hanging in the National Gallery
in Canberra.

Atherton Tablelands, far north Queensland.

© Lindsay Brown/Lonely Planet Images

© Richard l’Anson/Lonely Planet Images

Stretching across
the top end of the
country from Cairns
to Broome, the
Savannah Way is one
of the world’s great
transcontinental
road trips.
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At Geike Gorge near Fitzroy
Crossing take a one-hour cruise
with national park rangers. Try and
time your trip for sunset, when the
walls of the gorge glow a deep but
vibrant red.
From Fitzroy Crossing it’s an easy
run into Derby, a good base for
scenic flights and cruises to the
magnificent Buccaneer Archipelago
and then on to Broome. Take a
sunset camel ride on beautiful
Cable Beach, a 23-kilometre
expanse of white sand washed
by endless rolling waves. Wander
around historic Chinatown with its
unique iron architecture and, of
course, check out the pearls that
this former pearling port is
famous for.

Blue-winged kookaburras in the Gulf Savannah region.

© Oliver Strewe/Lonely Planet Images
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Boab Trees at sunset, Kununurra.

Inspired to experience
Australia’s ultimate adventure
drive along the Savannah Way?
The AANT can assist you with
maps and guidebooks to help
make the most of your driving
adventure. To find out more
call 8981 3837 or drop into the
Darwin office, located at 79-81
Smith Street.
Stratified rock formations, Bungle Bungles.
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britz and maui australia offers

rail savings for pensioners

Darwin dazzled under Hollywood lights when it lit up the big
screen in last year’s release of the movie blockbuster, Australia.

If the thought of experiencing one of the world’s greatest
train journeys appeals to you, then don’t miss the opportunity
to take advantage of some excellent discounts.

If you marvelled at the beautiful Australian surrounds and
landscapes showcased in the movie, thanks to some special
deals being offered by Britz and Maui, you can now take it all
in first-hand.
Offering up to 36 per cent off its entire campervan rental
range, Britz is making it easy and affordable to visit the
locations featured in the film, including the rugged landscape
of the Kimberleys.
Maui has the perfect vehicle and price for a self-drive holiday
around Australia. Choose from a spacious two, four or six
person Maui motorhome or its deluxe 4WD range and save up
to 34 per cent.
Offers are available on all new bookings made before
30 May 2009 and travel must be between 20 April 2009 and
30 June 2009.
If you’ve been inspired by Australia and want to set out
on your own epic adventure, contact the AANT office on
8981 3837 for more information on these Britz and
Maui deals.

new dreamworld
family ticket
Dreamworld and WhiteWater World have unveiled a new
“family” ticket type that addresses the changing landscape
of the Australian family by welcoming two adults – related or
not – and two children to both parks at a substantial saving.
The Family & Friends World Pass lets mixed family groups,
consisting of any two adults and any two children, that are
between the age of four and 13, hop between Dreamworld
and WhiteWater World as often as they like, over two days at
a discounted family rate.
Families and friends who choose the two-day Family &
Friends World Pass can also return to the parks for up to
14 days from the initial visit, provided they are the same
signatories that were presented on the first day.

Great Southern Rail (GSR) offers concession train fares to
Commonwealth Seniors Health Card (CSHC) holders as well as
Aged Pensioners. While concession train fares are usually only
offered to those holding a valid Aged Pension Card (PCC),
GSR are allowing those holding a CSHC to purchase the
reduced rate concession fares. Aged Pensioners holding
Travel Vouchers may also be entitled to further reductions. Plus,
as of 1 January 2009, GSR has reduced its fuel surcharge –
so now it’s even more affordable to travel by train!
Don’t forget, all AANT members are entitled to a five
per cent discount on normal adult fares in both Red and
Gold Service when purchased from the AANT. To book
your tickets for journeys on The Ghan, Indian Pacific or The
Overland, visit the AANT office at 79-81 Smith Street or
phone 8981 3837.

see australia on tour
The Northern Territory is blessed with some of the most
stunning natural wonders in the country.
If you’ve never taken the opportunity to explore the beauty
of your own backyard, or if you’re keen to take it all in again,
now is the perfect time with AAT Kings offering AANT members
savings on a wide range of NT tours.
As part of the AANT Holidays Savings program, members
can embark on affordable one-day tours to some of our most
remote, stunning areas, including visits to Uluru, Kakadu and
Katherine Gorge. You could spend the day taking a scenic
cruise through Katherine Gorge, watching the sun set over
Uluru with a glass of sparkling in hand or even takie a refreshing
dip in the large crystal clear plunge pool at Wangi Falls.
For more information on any one of AAT Kings’ tours
drop into the AANT office at 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin or
phone 8981 3837.

Plus, don’t forget that as an AANT member you can
save 10 per cent off the full purchase price of tickets to
Dreamworld and WhiteWater World. But you need to make
sure that you purchase them through the AANT before
you travel.

Are you an AANT member who does not get a personal
copy of ntmotor but would like one? To get back on our
regular mailing list, complete the form below and send

The Gold Coast is the ideal destination to spend the
Easter break. With something for everyone, from thrillseekers and dare devils to animal lovers and celebrityhunters, there’s little wonder why the Gold Coast keeps
holidaymakers coming back year round.
For more information or to find out exactly how
much you’ll save by pre-purchasing your theme park
tickets from the AANT, drop into the AANT office at
79-81 Smith Street, Darwin, call 8981 3837 or log
onto www.aant.com.au
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it to: ntmotor editor, GPO Box 2584, Darwin, NT 0801.
Name ......................................................................
AANT membership number .................................
Address .......................................................................
..............................................................................

welcome back?

State/Territory ...................... Postcode ...............
Phone ......................................................................
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Main street traffic, Sovereign Hill.

© All images Tourism Victoria

Ballarat’s explosive Blood on the
Southern Cross show in full flight.

at work in traditional 1850s trades,
the underground Red Hill and Quartz
Mines, and gold museum with daily
demonstrations of $50,000 of liquid gold
being poured.

BY LEE ATKINSON

Ballarat is burning, people are screaming and there’s a runaway wagon
heading straight for a crowd of onlookers. But no one seems worried,
for this is a nightly occurrence, and is merely the result of two worlds
colliding: the past, and the present. History comes alive in Ballarat, in
more ways than one.
In 1854, the Victorian goldfields
town of Ballarat became famous for a
15-minute skirmish known as the Eureka

built auditorium that opens to the night

trouble and tragedy.

sky. The action is played out across the

The story of the events leading up

64-acre site and the logistics behind the

Stockade. This event, far outlasting its

to the short-lived battle is masterfully

show are staggering, with 3,000 lights and

15 minutes of fame, has become the

brought to life each night in the

a huge aqua-screen that allows larger-

stuff of legends.

spectacular outdoor sound and light

than-life images to appear and disappear

show, Blood on the Southern Cross,

and buildings seem to explode and burst

many, but the imposition of unfair and

at Sovereign Hill, a huge outdoor

into flames before your eyes.

widely despised gold licences and the

museum set on the site of the world’s

perceived corruption of the colonial

richest alluvial gold mine. The show,

township depict Ballarat’s first 10 years

government and its soldiers was the

which begins with a taste of life on the

after the discovery of gold in 1851

main grievance. Add to the already

goldfields told through clever lighting

with more than 60 buildings and 200

volatile mix a drunken murder, an unfair

and voice-overs projected onto the

costumed volunteers. Highlights include

acquittal and a charismatic leader and

moonlit diggings, moves to a purpose-

the Sovereign Quartz Mine, craftsmen

The causes of the rebellion were
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you have all the essential ingredients for

By day, the recreated goldfields

Located in East Ballarat adjacent to the
actual site of the stockade, the Eureka
Centre commemorates the rebellion and
examines the ideals behind the uprising
with a series of interactive exhibits housed
in a four-million dollar centre. If you want
to see the flag that started it all, head to
the Ballarat Fine Art Gallery, Australia’s
largest and oldest regional gallery. It
houses major collections of Australian art,
but the centrepiece is the rather battered
original Eureka Flag.
Exploring Ballarat’s past is not all about
high-tech shows, recreations and exhibits.
The legacy of the riches that poured into
the town during the gold rush is a stunning
streetscape of grand buildings. The wide
tree-lined main street, more European
than Australian in its scale and design, is
lined with stately Victorian and Edwardian
buildings, which these days house a range
of boutiques and restaurants, theatres,
cafes and modern galleries – proof that
Victoria’s largest inland city is not just
about living in the past.
It’s also a city full of grand monuments,
with the greatest concentration of public
statuary in any Australian city. Keep an
eye out for the fountain dedicated to

explorers Burke and Wills, the tribute to
the bandsmen of the RMS Titanic and the
Avenue of Honour with its huge Victory
Arch. Worth taking time to experience, is
a stroll in the beautiful Botanic Gardens,
famous for its collection of begonias which
flower during March.
For a look at a smaller gold rush town
head north to Clunes, a sleepy little place
which was once the fifth largest town in
the colony, but has remained pretty much
unchanged for the past 100 or so years.
Most visitors to the area miss Clunes, which
is a shame as it is one of the most authentic
19th century settlements in the country – a
glimpse of real gold rush heritage without
the glitz of tourism.
But if you really want to get a sense of
what it was like to be there during the
height of the rush, spend a night at the
museum, sleeping in one of the beautifully
refurbished rooms in the old Steinfeld’s
building in the centre of Sovereign Hill.
The only catch is that you’ll be expected to
dress the part: full period costume is part
of the package.
Want to feel part of the rush? For
advice on getting there, maps and all
your accommodation needs contact the
AANT. Don’t forget AANT members
are also entitled to discount entry into
Sovereign Hill when tickets are prepurchased from the AANT. To find out
more, call 8981 3837.

This edition, you could step
back in time with a holiday prize
package taking you to a place
where some got rich, and others
died trying – the 1850s Ballarat
Gold Rush. Two adults and two
children will enjoy overnight
accommodation at Sovereign
Hill Lodge, with an in-room
continental breakfast, as well as
two days’ entry into Sovereign
Hill, the Gold Museum, a carvery/
buffet dinner and admission to the
spectacular Blood on the Southern
Cross sound-and-light show, which
recaptures the infamous 1854
Eureka Stockade.
For your chance to embark on
an intriguing journey into one
of the most exciting times in
Australia’s history, write your name,
address and daytime telephone
number on the back of – or inside
– an envelope and post it to:
ntmotor Ballarat Break
Automobile Association of the
NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

CONDITIONS: The competition commences on 2 March 2009
and closes with the last mail on 8 May 2009. Prize value is in
Australian dollars. Total prize pool valued at $465. The first
entry drawn that fulfils the competition entry criteria will win
the prize. The draw will take place at the AANT, 79 – 81 Smith
Street, Darwin at 2pm on Tuesday 12 May 2009. Prize must be
taken before 31 December 2009. The winner will be notified
by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner
will be published in the June issue of ntmotor published
on 1 June 2009. The promoter is the Automobile Association
of the Northern Territory Inc, 79 – 81 Smith Street, Darwin
NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529. Prize cannot be exchanged or
redeemed for cash.
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If you’re looking for a relaxing escape,
the vast open countryside of the Adelaide
Hills and Barossa regions, epitomised
by sweeping valleys, lush farmyards and
orderly vineyards, will ensure that the
stresses of everyday life fade away.

BY KIM WILLMER

Despite being only a short drive from the heart
of Adelaide, the picturesque Adelaide Hills and
Barossa regions are a world away from the
hustle and bustle of the city centre.

Now with the cooler autumn weather
on its way, there’s no better time to make
the journey and visit the South Australian
regions as the hills, gardens and vineyards
begin to explode into an assortment of
vibrant rustic colours, creating a truly
picture-perfect backdrop for any
outdoors adventure.
The Adelaide Hills has long been a
favourite destination for those visiting the
city of churches and being only an easy
30-minute drive until you are surrounded by
peaceful, unspoilt countryside, it’s not hard
to understand why.

© SATC

© Alamy

Lunching by the water, Maggie Beer’s Farm Shop.

© SATC

Although many of the towns that make
up the Adelaide Hills are easily accessible
via the Princes Highway, if time is not an
issue meander along the back routes where
at your own leisurely pace you can discover
so much more, with spectacular views
revealed at every turn.

Barossa Valley Cheese Company.
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Mount Lofty Botanic Garden, Adelaide Hills.

If you’re not game enough to abandon
the GPS and see what the winding roads
might expose on their own accord,
there are plenty of already established
scenic drives that you can choose from.
The Onkaparinga Scenic Drive, which
commences at the Verdun interchange,
will take you along the picturesque
Onkaparinga Valley Road past vineyards,
farmland and through the historic towns
of Balhannah, Oakbank and Woodside,
en route to Birdwood – the home of the
National Motor Museum.
The Torrens Valley Scenic Drive also leads
to Birdwood, but winds its way through
Houghton, Inglewood and the Chain of
Ponds reservoirs, as vineyards and pine
forests line the road. The Angas River
Scenic Drive and Gorge Scenic Drive are
also well worth the journey. Pick up a copy
of the Adelaide Hills Regional Visitor Guide
from the AANT office for details on the
highlights each of the driving routes have
to offer.
If at any point you want to abandon the
car and stretch your legs, there are plenty
of outdoor adventures to be had. From
cycling through Kuitpo Forest, to teeing off

at either the Oakbank or Echunga golf
course, to simply enjoying a lazy picnic
lakeside in the Mount Lofty
Botanic Garden.
Whether you’re planning on
embarking on a long drive through the
‘Hills’ or just a short day trip from your
central base of the city centre, before
truly hitting the open road there are
several places within close proximity
of Adelaide worth visiting. At 710
metres above sea level, an outing to
Mount Lofty Summit will see you enjoy
the most stunning panoramic views
across Adelaide and its coastline. Here
you’ll also find an accredited Visitor
Information Centre where you can gather
free information before setting off on
your adventure.
To keep the kids entertained,
Warrawong Wildlife Sanctuary just
south of Stirling is another worthwhile
detour, where the family can interact with
kangaroos, platypuses and a range of
other native fauna. The World’s Biggest
Rocking Horse in Gumeracha, which
includes a wooden toy factory and a
seven-acre animal park, is also a great
place to stop and pull out a picnic lunch.
Keep heading north from the
Adelaide Hills and you’ll soon find
yourself approaching the state’s worldrenowned Barossa region. With a
well-deserved reputation as one of
Australia’s most famous wine regions,
it’s tempting to think that this is all
the region has to offer. But wonderful
produce and exquisite wines are just
some of the treats, with the Barossa also
being blessed with a number of South
Australia’s most captivating landscapes.
Indeed a playground for food lovers,
there’s no better way of making the most
of the delicious gourmet produce on
offer – and at the same time enjoying
the fresh country air – than packing a
picnic lunch and relaxing in one of the
region’s many reserves, parks or gardens.
Seppeltsfield Road, Eden Valley and
Menglers Hill all provide stunning views
making them great locations to relax and
enjoy a picnic.
Beforehand, a visit to The Barossa
Valley Cheese Company, Barossa House
of Olives, Maggie Beer’s Farm Shop or

the Barossa Farmers Market, will pick
you up some produce that will truly
get the mouth watering and make your
gourmet spread the envy of fellow
picnickers.
For an even easier option, head
to Peter Lehmann Wines where you
can sit back in the delightful gardens
surrounded by tall red gums and
indulge on their ‘A Taste from the
Weighbridge’ platter that includes
locally-produced smoked meats, olives,
mature cheeses, along with many more
local specialities. You even have the
opportunity to select a bottle of wine
from the cellar door to complement
your banquet.
For those is search of outdoor
pursuits, take to the walking tracks of
Mount Crawford Forest or Para Wirra
Recreation Park, where you can explore
the wildlife on show to your hearts
content. If you’re looking to burn off
some extra energy after a relaxed
lunch, consider hiring a bike from the
Barossa Visitor Information Centre and
you can pedal the Mount Crawford or
Para Wirra paths or cycle the Mawson
Trail and Barossa Bike Path.
However, as in the Adelaide Hills,
one of the best ways to take in the
beauty of the Barossa is to get behind
the wheel and embark on one of the
many scenic drives to choose from.
The Barossa Scenic Heritage Drive is a
great way to explore the rich heritage
and local culture of the region. This well
sign-posted 57-kilometre route will see
you wind your way through Bethany,
Angaston, Nuriootpa, Tanunda and
Seppeltsfield – where you can pull over
to indulge in a gourmet picnic lunch
and enjoy the fresh air.
Looking to head south and explore
some of the natural beauty that
South Australia’s Adelaide Hills and
Barossa regions have to offer?
Drop into your AANT office or call
8981 3837 for help with planning
your route, maps and advice on
where to stay and what to see and
do. AANT members can also pick up
a free copy of the Adelaide Hills and
Barossa Regional Visitor Guides.

win

A NOVOTEL
B AR OSSA G ETAWAY

Offering panoramic views of
the Barossa vineyards, the fully
refurbished “new look” Novotel
Barossa Valley Resort is the perfect
spot to relax, indulge your senses
and take in the beauty of this
famous South Australian region.
Ideal for a romantic escape,
ntmotor is giving one lucky couple
the chance to win two nights’
accommodation in a studio suite,
including breakfast both mornings.
If you don’t want to stray too far
from your room, there is plenty to
keep you entertained at the resort,
from playing a round of golf at the
Tanunda Pines Golf Club, indulging
in a spa treatment at endota day
spa or meeting a local wine maker
at the daily complimentary
wine tastings.
For your chance to win this
fantastic accommodation package,
write your name, address and
daytime telephone number on the
back of – or inside – an envelope
and post it to:
ntmotor Novotel
Barossa Getaway
Automobile Association of the
NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

CONDITIONS: The competition commences on 2 March 2009
and closes with the last mail on 8 May 2009. Prize value is in
Australian dollars. Total prize pool valued at $670. The first
entry drawn that fulfils the competition entry criteria will win
the prize. The draw will take place at the AANT, 79 – 81 Smith
Street, Darwin at 2pm on Tuesday 12 May 2009. Prize subject
to availability. Prize must be taken before 31 December 2009.
The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of
the draw date. The winner will be published in the June issue
of ntmotor published on 1 June 2009. The promoter is the
Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc, 79 – 81
Smith Street, Darwin NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529. Prize cannot
be exchanged or redeemed for cash.

31

A A N T T R AV E L

With the school
holidays and Easter
nearly here, it’s the
perfect time to get
caught up in the
excitement that a
family caravanning
holiday offers – but
don’t lose track
of the importance
of being properly
prepared for the
trip ahead.
With the school holidays and Easter
nearly here, it’s the perfect time to get
caught up in the excitement that a family
caravanning holiday offers – but don’t
lose track of the importance of being
properly prepared for the trip ahead.
There’s a lot to think about when
preparing for a family road trip; kids’
clothes and games to keep them
occupied, snacks for the road and
making sure the house is well looked
after while you’re away. But don’t
overlook the important prep work that
goes into making sure your car and
caravan are ready to take on the journey.
The best way to ensure your car is in
top condition for the job ahead is to
have it thoroughly serviced – especially
if it’s your first driving trip in a while. A
few checks you can also undertake for
yourself include checking oil, water and
32

coolant levels, making sure windscreen
wipers are operating and replacing any
worn blades, and ensuring all lights are
working – including indicators. It’s also
important to check your tyres, making
sure they have sufficient tread (minimum
of two millimetres); attach towing mirrors
to ensure unimpeded vision to the rear
of the caravan and finally make sure you
have a full tank of petrol.

tank filled. Inside, ensure all cupboards
and drawers are closed and the table is
secured, check the refrigerator door is
locked and containers with liquids sealed,
close all hatches and windows and ensure
you have a fire extinguisher fitted and
it’s operational.

When it comes to your caravan, the
safest option is to have your caravan
fully serviced. This includes having your
brakes checked and adjusted, wheel
bearings corrected, wheel nuts tightened
and tyres checked.

For added comfort, take a moment
before you leave to check your caravan
insurance to ensure your policy is current
and up-to-date. With added towing and
emergency accommodation benefits, as
well as caravan cover, it may also be worth
considering upgrading to AANT Premium
or Plus membership, in case you
break down.

There are also a number of checks
that should be carried out both inside
and outside the caravan before setting
off. On the exterior of the caravan, make
sure the gas bottle is secured and water

Taking some time before you set out to
make sure your car and caravan are ready
to roll might take some extra effort, but
it does mean that you can head off on
holiday with peace of mind.

