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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Members are advised that the 52nd General Meeting 
of the Automobile Association of the Northern 
Territory Inc. (AANT) will be held on Tuesday  
27 October 2015.

Pursuant to Rule 29(b)(vi) of the Rules of the 
Association, members are advised that notice of any 
business which members wish to have dealt with at 
the meeting must be submitted in writing, duly proposed and seconded, before 
Monday 31 August 2015.

Members are further advised that, pursuant to Rule 19(f) of the Rules of the 
Association, nomination for election to the AANT Council must be submitted in 
writing before Friday 31 July 2015.

Copies of the prescribed AANT Councillor Nomination forms are available by 
written request or by telephoning the AANT General Manager on (08) 8925 5901.

Member business and election nominations should be addressed to:

AANT President
Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

COMPETITION WINNERS 
Congratulations to the following winners from ntmotor March 2015.

Win a book pack: D Bainbridge, Nightcliff

Win a first aid kit: R Davison, Stuart Park

Win a picnic pack: P Wighton, Alice Springs

As we move into another financial year, I thank 

you all for your continued membership in the 

Territory’s largest member-based organisation. 

Through our collective membership, AANT is 

able to provide services in motoring, travel, 

retail and roadside assistance, as well as 

advocate for a lower cost of motoring and 

safer roads. As the cost of living in the Territory 

is increasing, we have decided to freeze the 

current membership prices for the 2015–16 

financial year. We hope this will encourage 

our current members to stay with AANT, but 

also attract new members. Remember, AANT 

Membership is a way to save money as much  

as it is an annual cost, so please make use  

of all the discounts and exclusive member 

offers available.

Our successful efforts in advocating on fuel 

pricing over many years have now resulted 

in an exciting new partnership with fuel 

retailer, United. United is offering members an 

attractive 6c discount on every litre of fuel, with 

an even better promotional-introduction offer 

of 8c per litre. We now have an opportunity to 

save members many hundreds of thousands 

of dollars each year, and we expect the 

competition this will bring to the market will 

positively benefit all Territorians. Importantly, 

United has sites right across the Territory and 

we’ve also brought an independent partner on-

board for members living in Alice Springs.

In July, we’re embarking on the Territory show 

circuit, so make sure you come and share your 

experiences and thoughts with our team at 

these events.

Please drive safely during the upcoming school 

holiday season and I encourage you to start 

saving at the bowser using your new United 

member discount. 

David Loy 

AANT President

BY DAVID LOY 
AANT PRESIDENT

MEMBERSHIP PRICE FREEZE

The AANT Council has reviewed and accepted a recommendation to not increase 
membership prices for the 2015–16 financial year. AANT is conscious that the cost 
of living has increased in the Territory, and we want to make sure road service 
remains affordable to all current members, and Territorians who have not yet 
joined AANT. 

Despite this price freeze, we will not be reducing our services; in fact, we’ll be 
looking to introduce new products, services and other member benefits over 
the coming year. Our costs as an organisation will be increasing, and we plan to 
cover this through responsible budgeting of member funds and growth of the 
membership base overall. 

The larger the club, the better the communal benefits for all, so encourage 
your friends and family to join the AANT.  

HOLIDAY SAVINGS

Here at AANT we’re always looking for 
ways to help our members save, which is 
why we’re excited to announce we’ve joined 
forces with Apollo Motorhome Holidays. 

Operating for 30 years, the Australian family-
owned business has a large fleet of vehicles 
– including campervans, motorhomes, 4WDs 
and cars – available for hire across Australia and 
in New Zealand, America and Canada. Plus, each 
vehicle comes complete with bedding, cooking 
equipment, eating utensils and bath towels, 
meaning you only need to pack the  
important items.  

So, if you’re looking to take the family on the road 
and escape for the weekend, make Apollo your first port of call.  
As an AANT Member, you’ll save 10 per cent off the best  
price available!

Find out more or book with Apollo by visiting www.aant.com.au

in brief insight

AANT ON SHOW 
For the first time in several years, AANT is hitting the road to join the rolling Northern 
Territory show circuit. As the Top End comes to life in July, we’re looking forward to seeing 
what each community has to showcase in their regional events – from arts and crafts to 
produce and animals, there’s something for everyone. 

So if you’re heading to the show in Alice Springs, Katherine or Darwin, make  
sure you look out for the AANT  
team – we’d love to talk to our  
members and hear from  
regional communities. 

You’ll find us at the following  
shows in July: 

• Alice Springs, 3–4 July

• Katherine, 17–18 July

• Darwin, 23–25 July

-

How often have you been caught in a 

heated argument over the dinner table 

with someone about a road rule that you 

just can’t seem to see eye-to-eye on? 

Here at AANT, we often find ourselves at 

the centre of these disputes, which is why 

we thought it was about time we got to 

the bottom of some of those argument-

causing scenarios. From stopping on  

a yellow light, to driving with bare feet,  

there’s plenty of conversation starters  

on page eight.

On the topic of rules, this edition we’ve 

also looked at how to keep cyclists and 

motorists safe (page 12). As cycling 

becomes an increasingly popular mode 

of transport and recreational activity, it’s 

important that all parties know their rights 

and responsibilities on the road. 

The price of fuel remains a contentious 

topic in the Territory and one we know 

our members are passionate about. While 

we’ve seen some respite in recent months, 

we want to ensure motorists get a fair 

deal at the pump well into the future. 

Now, we’re proud to announce a new and 

exclusive member offer that could help 

you save hundreds of dollars on fuel each 

year. To read all about this exciting new 

offer, turn over to page six.

From reviewing the all-new Hyundai 

Sonata, to checking out the up-and-

coming foodie scene in the Blue 

Mountains, the June edition of ntmotor is 

packed full of content. We hope you enjoy 

reading the magazine as much as we did 

putting it together.

Happy and safe motoring!

Emma Waterman

Editor

BY EMMA WATERMAN 
EDITOR

welcome

4   jun 2015
Images @ iStock, AANT. 

WINNER, WINNER!
We’d like to give a huge congratulations to the winner of this year’s major member 
competition, John Tinley. As the lucky winner, John now has a brand new Mitsubishi 
Mirage – perfect for zipping around the city. Run over the summer months, the car  
was up for grabs for people who became an AANT Member during the competition 
period. Importantly, our 
existing members were 
also eligable to enter. 
We’d also like to give a 
huge thanks to our car-
hire partner Thrifty for 
generously donating the 
new car. We’ll be running 
plenty more exclusive 
member competitions 
throughout the year, so 
make sure you’re on  
the lookout. 

5www.aant.com.au 



A BOOSTER SEAT WIN
When travelling with kids in cars, it’s important to ensure they’re seated comfortably. For kids aged from four 
to 10 years, the Safe-n-Sound urban booster is a great option. The seat is wide and comfortable and features 
contoured side wings, which provide additional impact protection. As an added bonus for parents, the seat 
is lightweight and easy to move between cars and has a removable cover that can be machine-washed. This 
edition, one lucky ntmotor reader will win one of these practical booster seats.

For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT Membership Number on the back of – or inside – 
an envelope and post it to: 

Conditions: The competition commences 15 June with the last mail on 7 August 2015. Total prize pool is valued 
at $79. Entry is open to Northern Territory residents only who are members of AANT. The first entry drawn that 
fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, 
at 2pm 10 August 2015. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner 
will be published in the September 2015 issue of ntmotor, published 14 September. Prizes cannot be exchanged 
or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the 
Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

WIN a booster seat
Automobile Association of the NT Inc. 
GPO Box 2584 
DARWIN NT 0801

motor news

Suzuki Vitara
Due to hit showrooms in the coming 
months, Suzuki’s Vitara takes design 
cues from the iv-4 concept car revealed 
at the Paris Motor Show in 2014. Sitting 
below the Grand Vitara, this compact 
SUV offers new levels of customisation 
including a two-tone paint scheme and 
Apple CarPlay – making it one of the first 
cars to go on sale with the technology. 
A diesel engine has been introduced 
alongside the original 1.6-litre petrol 
variant. Entering a competitive small-
SUV segment, an Allgrip 4WD-system 
will provide the Vitara with a new off-
road ability.

Toyota Camry
Toyota has gone back to the drawing 
board with the Camry – the last car 
to be built at the brand’s Altona plant 
in Melbourne. The radical new sedan 
features extensive exterior and interior 
styling modifications. In fact, the roof 
was the only exterior element left 
untouched on the incoming model. 
With this facelift, Toyota aims to live up 
to the brand’s ‘Waku Doki’ philosophy 
of adding excitement to their cars. The 
11th generation of Australia’s highest-
selling mid-size car is expected to land 
in the middle of this year.

Holden Astra 
The iconic Aussie brand has reclaimed the 
Astra, which is set to arrive on local shores 
any day now. Previously sold in Australia 
by Opel, the Astra GTC and Astra VXR 
will be introduced as niche models – in 
terms of volume – to Holden’s portfolio. 
The three-door GTC will be powered by 
a new-generation 1.6-litre petrol engine, 
while the performance-orientated VXR gets 
a turbocharged 2.0-litre version and looks 
to be one of the most powerful hot-hatches 
in the market. The upmarket GTC and 
VRX models are expected to cost around 
$30,000 and $40,000 respectively.   

Keep your eyes peeled over the next few  

months for these cars hot off the production line…

New car diary

Images © Autonews, Danielle Matich.

A GPS 

If you want to ensure you don’t get lost on your next road trip, a TomTom GPS is the perfect solution. The 
nifty device features a five-inch touch screen along with advanced lane guidance, speed-camera alerts 
and interactive maps. What’s more, you’re able to control the GPS with your voice, providing hands-free 
navigation. This edition, we’re giving away one of these invaluable devices. 

For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT Membership Number on the back of – or 
inside – an envelope and post it to: 

Conditions: The competition commences 15 June with the last mail on 7 August 2015. Total prize pool is 
valued at $179. Entry is open to Northern Territory residents only who are members of AANT. The first entry 
drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey 
Street, Darwin, at 2pm 10 August 2015. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the 
draw date. The winner will be published in the September 2015 issue of ntmotor, published 14 September. 
Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or 
discount. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, 
Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

WIN a GPS
Automobile Association of the NT Inc. 
GPO Box 2584 
DARWIN NT 0801

American company, Local Motors, has 
created a fully functional 3D-printed car. 
The body and frame of the Strati – which 
means layers in Italian – is printed in one 
solid piece of plastic and uses carbon 
fibre as reinforcement. The 
vehicle is made up of less 
than 50 parts, including a 
3D-printed body, chassis, 
windshield and wheels. 
Mechanical components, 
including the electric 
engine, suspension and 

World’s first 3D printed car 
battery, were made using traditional 
methods. Once it’s been declared road 
legal, the company plans to put the car 

on sale in the US. 

did you 
know?  

Australia’s most expensive Kombi has sold 

in Melbourne for a record $202,000. The rare 

1960 Volkswagen Kombi Samba Bus, which was 

expected to fetch around $140,000, garnered  

a standing ovation when it was sold in February. 

Bought by an anonymous bidder over the 

phone, the recently restored Kombi has  

a two-tone exterior of paprika and white 

complemented by tan  

upholstery inside.

It’s no secret that the price of fuel in 
Darwin, Alice Springs and regional NT is 
considerably higher than our interstate 

peers. For some time now, AANT Members 

have raised the price of fuel as one of their 

main causes for concern. While we’ve always 

advocated on behalf of our members for a 

fairer deal at the pump, we knew there was 

more we could be doing. 

So to help, we’ve established an exclusive 

member offer on fuel in partnership with 

United Petroleum. By now, all members 

should have received their United fuel card 

in the mail; simply present this card at any 

of the 12 United retailers in the Territory to 

receive at least 6c per litre off the bowser 
price – excluding LPG. An introductory offer 
of 8c per litre is also running until 31 July. 
Members living in Alice Springs will be able 
to get their discounted fuel from Indervon 
Petroleum – an independent partner.

It’s expected that, if the offer’s well 
received, it could result in savings of more 
than $500,000 per year for our members. 
Indeed, members could save the entire 
value of their annual AANT Membership in 
fuel discounts alone. 

While the main aim of the new 
partnership is to provide AANT Members 
with some relief from the high cost of 

fuel, we’re also hopeful the new offer will 
encourage greater competition in the  
Top End fuel market more broadly. 

It’s important to note that AANT will still 
have an independent voice when it comes 
to the topic of fuel pricing. We’ll continue 
to advocate for transparency and make sure 
our members are getting a fair deal. 

For more information on this new member 
offer, visit www.aant.com.au/united.  
Terms and conditions will apply. 

Image © Glenn Campbell.

membership

Fuel  
for AANT
The cost of fuel for Territorian motorists has historically been the worst in 
Australia. To address this issue, AANT has introduced a brand-new offer to  
help members save on petrol. 

www.aant.com.au  76   jun 2015



often-debated 
road rules 9

How much space do you legally need to leave between you and the car ahead? 
Tailgating is illegal – there isn’t debate about that. But how close is too close? Well, that’s something drivers can’t seem  
to agree on.  

Legally, you must keep enough distance between you and the car in front so that you can stop safely to avoid a crash.  
To figure out what’s classed as a safe distance, use the three-second rule. Simply pick a fixed object, such as a road sign, and count 
the time between when you and the car in front pass this object – it should be at least three full seconds (one, one thousand; two, 
one thousand etc.).  
When you first try this, you might be quite surprised at how much distance you should be leaving. But consider this: a car travelling 
at 60km/h will take about 32m to come to a stop – and that’s assuming the driver has a good reaction time, that the car has 75 per 
cent braking efficiency and that the weather and road surface are both good. 

There are certain road rules that seem to cause debate and confusion among 
motorists. This edition, we look at nine of these often-contested scenarios  
and finally put the arguments to rest. 

5

Can you drive barefoot? What about in 
high heels? 

There are no specific laws relating to what a driver should or 
shouldn’t wear on their feet. However, for safety reasons, bare 
feet, thongs, slippers and high heels are not recommended, 
as your feet are more likely to slip off the pedals, particularly 
in an emergency situation.

Do you have to stop on  
a yellow light? 

It’s a question that’s often debated by ntmotor readers: is 
yellow simply a warning that the lights are about to go red, 
or are you actually required to stop? Under Australian Road 
Rule (ARR) 57, you must stop on a yellow light, unless you’re 
so close to the line that you’re unable to do so safely and 
without entering the intersection. 

1

2

3

Can you speed when overtaking on a  
country road?

Some drivers argue that you’re allowed to speed when 
overtaking on a country road as it helps you return to the 
correct lane of traffic as soon as possible. This is certainly 
not the case. Indeed, it’s illegal and dangerous to exceed 
the speed limit at any time. The courts have often described 
speeding as being an absolute offence – meaning an offence 
with no excuses.
However, did you know that if you’re the car that’s being 
overtaken, you’re not allowed to increase your speed until the 
other car has passed you and safely returned to the correct 
side of the road? t side of the road? 

44

6

Do you actually have to stop at stop and give way signs?
Where there’s a stop sign or painted stop line on the road, your car must come to a 
complete stop and remain stationary until it’s safe to proceed. However, contrary to 

popular belief, there’s no set time period that a driver is required to stop for.
When it comes to give way signs or the broken give way lines on the road, you don’t necessarily 
have to come to a complete stop. Rather, you’re legally required to slow down to ensure your 
approach speed allows you to stop if necessary.

A pedestrian is standing on 
the edge of the road about to 
cross a slip lane and a driver is 

approaching from a few metres away: 
who needs to give way?
Under road rule 72, drivers using a left-turn slip lane 
must give way to any pedestrian on the slip lane. If the 
driver’s approaching the lane and there’s a pedestrian 
about to cross, the driver must still give way. A good tip 
is to make eye contact to establish what each other’s 
about to do. 
So why are there painted pedestrian crossings or signs  
at some slip lanes but not others? Well, road authorities 
may choose to put extra signage or line markings in  
high-traffic areas; however, even in the absence of a 
painted crossing, drivers must still give way.

community
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The zip merge – how does it work?
The zip merge is one of the rules we see broken 
most often. In many cases, one lane narrows and 

appears to come to an end (as pictured below). In these 
cases, many incorrectly assume that the driver in this lane 
should always give way. Not so. Others think that you must 
always give way to your right. Again, this isn’t true. 
So what is the law? When two lanes of traffic become one 
without a lane marking between them, you must give way to 
drivers that have any part of their vehicle in front of your own  
– regardless of what lane they’re in. 

7

8

9 Can you be fined for driving  
too slowly?

Getting stuck behind a car that’s going way under the 
speed limit can cause drivers to see red. And in some cases, 
driving that slowly may be illegal.
Under Australian Road Rule 125, a driver must not 
unreasonably obstruct the path of another vehicle. 
However, ‘obstruct’ doesn’t just mean the other car is 
driving slower than you. Rather, they’d need to be travelling 

abnormally slowly. But what exactly is ‘abnormally’ slow? Well 
that would be for the police and courts to assess depending 
on the circumstances. However, the road rules do provide one 
example – driving 20km/h in an 80km/h zone without reason 
would be classed as abnormal.
A good tip to remember here is that drivers travelling below 
the speed limit should be aware of traffic build-up behind 
them and provide opportunities for that traffic to pass. Indeed, 
under section 45 of the road rules, it’s an offence to drive 
without reasonable consideration for other road users. 

Illustrations © Chris Edser

Is the right lane the fast lane?

No. There’s actually no such thing as a ‘fast lane’ or 
a ‘slow lane’. The confusion is based on a somewhat similar 
rule that says: on roads where the speed is more than 80km/h 
(or where there’s a sign saying so) you can only travel in the 
right lane if you’re overtaking, turning right, making a U-turn, 
avoiding an obstruction or if all other lanes are congested. 
However, you should move out of the right lane as soon as 
you’re able to do so. There’s no law saying faster-moving 
cars should travel in the right lane, while slower vehicles 
should stay to the left, although it is good practice to do so, 
providing speed limits are obeyed.

community

*Excludes discounted and catalogue lines, motor vehicle & marine batteries, 
transmissions, engines & cylinder heads, satellite navigation equipment, gift 
cards, combo deals and trade purchases. Store stock only.

10% OFF* AT REPCO

R422496_MAR

As an AANT Member you’ll get 10%off a wide range of parts, 
accessories and lubricants.
And if some Repco Know How is what you need, our friendly, 
expert staff are always ready to share their knowledge to help 
you get the job done. Repco has over 90 years of motoring 
Know How supplying parts, accessories and advice to 
millions of Australian drivers and motoring professionals. 
So if it’s time to change your oil 
or give your car a little extra care 
get into Repco. 
www.repco.com.au

*Excludes discounted and catalogue lines, motor vehicle & marine batteries, 

DON’T FORGET TO SHOW 
YOUR CARD & SAVE.

422496_SYC&S_AD_10%OFF_AANT_120x90_MAR.indd   1 20/01/2015   3:25 pm

Get more life out of your tyres 
with a free balance & rotation at 

Beaurepaires!

Exclusive to AANT 
Members FREE Wheel 

Balance & Rotation.

Simply cut out this coupon,  
call 13 23 81 or your local 

Beaurepaires store and book  
in for your FREE balance & rotation. 

To ensure  this offer is only for 
members, please present this 

coupon along with your  
AANT Membership card when  

you arrive instore.

Call 13 23 81

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
To obtain the benefits under the AANT Show Your Card & Save 
program, members must show their membership card in a 
participating retail outlet, or quote their member number if 
transacting via phone or internet, at the point of payment to 
the relevant benefit provider for goods or services provided. 
It is the responsibility of the member to ask for the Show 
Your Card & Save benefit at the point of payment. The 
AANT gives no warranty in relation to any goods, services 
or information provided by Retail Partners participating in 
the program. Participation in the AANT Show Your Card & 
Save program is subject to the full Terms and Conditions of 
the program, which can be obtained from the AANT Shop, 
2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800. Any offers extended 
under the program are subject to availability and subject 
to the Terms and Conditions imposed by Show Your 
Card & Save Partners and will not be redeemable 
for cash or kind. Any benefits provided to the 
member cannot be transferred, assigned, sold or 
otherwise retained. For AANT Show Your Card 
& Save enquiries, phone 08 8925 5901 or visit  
www.aant.com.au

Show Your Card & Save
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a  two-way 
STREET

More people cycle in the Northern Territory – as a 
percentage of the population – than anywhere else in 

Australia. Whether it’s for commuting to work, exercise or 
recreation, the Territory is a great place to ride. So in this 

edition, we look at some common road rules to help cyclists 
and motorists work together and stay safe on the road. 

CYCLISTS 
If a bike lane is provided, a cyclist must 
use it and stay within the lane wherever 
possible. If they need to leave the lane – 
such as to turn or avoid an obstruction  
– they must give a hand signal and check 
for other vehicles before safely merging 
with traffic. 
Unless there’s a sign saying otherwise, bike 
lanes are in operation at all times.

DRIVERS 
Did you know it’s illegal to park in a bike 
lane? What’s more, it’s also an offence to 
pull over and stop in the lane, even if it’s  
only for a few moments. Taxis and buses 
are allowed to stop to drop off or pick  
up passengers. 
Motorists – including motorcyclists  
– are also not allowed to drive in a bike 
lane. Exceptions apply if you’re entering 
or leaving a road or overtaking another 
vehicle that’s turning right or is making 
a U-turn from the centre of the road. In 
these cases, you can only travel in the lane 
for a maximum of 50m and must give way 
to cyclists. 

CYCLISTS 
If a car is indicating and is already  
in the process of turning left,  
then you must wait for it to finish 
before passing. 

DRIVERS 
If you’re about to turn left onto 
another street or onto private 
property, look for cyclists and give 
way. Don’t cut in front of a rider to 
make the turn. 

BIKE LANES

CYCLISTS 
Two cyclists are allowed to ride next to 
each other on the road. However, if a 
bike lane is available then both riders 
must be within this lane. Not enough 
room to ride next to each other in the 

DRIVERS 
Motorists should be aware that 
cyclists are allowed to ride two 
abreast and leave sufficient room  
for both riders if overtaking. 

bike lane? Then you must ride in 
single file.
Remember that when riding 
next to each other, you must be 
no more than 1.5m apart. Also, 
cyclists can only ride two abreast – 
in other words, there shouldn’t be 
any Tour de France-like pelotons 
on the road.

RIDING ABREAST

Image © Shutterstock

 
did you know? The law defines cyclists as vehicles and, 

therefore, they must obey the same road 
rules, including speed limits, red lights,  and give-way and stop signs.  In addition, cyclists in the  Territory can also ride on  the footpath. 

CARS TURNING LEFT

CYCLISTS 
Like all road users, cyclists are legally required to ride as near as safely 
possible to the far left side of the road. Doing so leaves more space for 
other vehicles to safely overtake.

DRIVERS 
When overtaking a cyclist, drivers must leave enough distance to avoid a collision or 
obstructing the path of the bike – at least 1m is recommended. Remember that cyclists 
may have a tendency to wobble, so allow for this. Drivers must also ensure they don’t 
cut back in front of the bike once they’ve passed. 

CARS OVERTAKING BIKES

CYCLISTS 
Watch out for people in parked cars  
when riding past, as they may open the 
door without checking.

DRIVERS
Both drivers and passengers should 
take care when opening a car door – 
particularly from the right-hand side – and 
check for cyclists. It’s actually an offence 
to open a car door when it’s not safe to do 
so. Preferably, rear-seat passengers should 
leave by the door nearest the kerb.

PARKED CARS

community
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Škoda is a modest, value-for-money 
European brand and, in SA, the marque’s  
a well-kept secret, as the vehicles they  
churn out rarely register on the radar for 
new-car buyers.

VALUE FOR MONEY 
The good news on the value-for-money 
front is that the entry-level Octavia Scout – 
priced at $32,990 – is $7000 cheaper than 
the 110TDI diesel model it replaces. Overall 
the Škoda is well equipped, especially 
when it comes to safety, with nine airbags 
standard across the range, rear parking 
sensors, and a Volkswagen-developed 
multi-collision brake system. This intelligent 
system keeps the brakes applied after a 
crash has occurred to minimise the risk of a 
second impact if the driver’s foot has come 
off the brake pedal.

Two option packs are available in the 
110TDI: the pricier premium pack will set 
you back $4400 and features an eight-
inch touch screen sat-nav system with 
connectivity. Occupants are treated to 
dual-zone climatic air conditioning and 

Alcantara leather seat upholstery. There’s 
also a nifty automatically opening and 
closing boot. The second option is the 
$3900 tech pack, which comes with 
adaptive cruise control, autonomous 
emergency braking, and automatic parking 
assist with front and rear parking sensors. 

DESIGN AND FUNCTION 
The Škoda wagon is based on an extended 
version of the Volkswagen Golf, and this 
extra length provides excellent space for 
occupants in both rows of seats, as well as 
generous cargo area. The Octavia’s main 
downfall is the steel spare wheel, which is 
smaller than the four already fitted to the 
vehicle, and so is limited to 80km/h.  
 
ON THE ROAD 
The Scout shines on the road and is 
well behaved over most surfaces with a 
potentially class-leading ride. The smaller 
110kW 2.0-litre diesel engine can be slow 
to accelerate, especially in fifth or sixth 
gear, whereas the larger 135kW 2.0-litre 
diesel performs well from any rev. Škoda 

has also introduced a 132kW 1.8-litre petrol 
engine to the Scout range and, although 
it’s good, the 135kW diesel is still the pick 
of the bunch.

SUMMARY 
Škoda is on to a winner with the new 
Scout. The value for money, on-road ride 
quietness and composure, and off-road 
capability will be hard to match by others in 
the market.

Following on from the stylish Genesis, the 
seventh-generation Sonata is a statement 
of Hyundai’s maturity in car design and 
engineering. Indeed, the all-new Sonata is 
a worthy replacement for the i45, bringing 
with it more power, space and an  
elegant design. 

VALUE FOR MONEY 
Hyundai has built their brand around value 
for money and the Sonata’s no different. 
Standard across the range are automatic 
dusk-sensing headlights, LED daytime 
running lights, rear-view camera and a 4.3-
inch touchscreen audio system with MP3 
capability. Moving up the ranks, the Elite 
model features electric-folding outside 
mirrors and an electrically adjustable 
driver’s seat. At the top of the range, the 
Premium variant comes with a park-assist 
system, panoramic glass sunroof and rain-
sensing wipers. Hyundai’s iCare package 
gives owners five years of warranty and 
free road service for a year, along with 
capped-price servicing for the lifetime of 
the vehicle.  

DESIGN AND FUNCTION 
Although it’s listed in the medium-car 
class, the Sonata’s up there with Falcons 
and Commodores when it comes to space 
– especially in the rear seats. The top two 
models have Hyundai’s smart boot, a system 
that senses when you’re standing within 
a metre of the boot for more than three 
seconds – with the proximity smart key – and 
automatically opens to allow you to store your 
cargo, hands free. Foot-operated park brakes 
may not be to everyone’s liking, but Sonata 
has them in all but the Premium model, which 
has an electric park brake.

 

ON THE ROAD 
The entry-level Active comes with a 
conventional 2.4-litre engine, while the Elite 
and Premium models have a more powerful 
2.0-litre turbo engine. Suspension has been 
tuned for local conditions, providing a quiet 
cabin and good handling for its class. All 
Sonata variants are mated with Hyundai’s own 
electronically controlled six-speed automatic 
transmission with sequential manual-shift 
mode. This includes a Drive Mode selector 

that allows drivers to choose between various 
throttle, steering and transmission settings, 
to tailor to their own driving style. 

SUMMARY 
Hyundai has taken a big step forward with  
the new Sonata in styling, power, handling 
and equipment, which makes it a very 
attractive package in an area of the market 
that’s full of good offerings.
 

POWER

138kW @ 6000rpm

TORQUE

241Nm @ 4000rpm 

PRICE AS TESTED

$29,990

FUEL CONSUMPTION

8.3L/100km

GREEN VEHICLE GUIDE RATING

CRASH RATING (ANCAP)

  

WARRANTY
5 year/unlimited kilometres

POWER

110kW @ 3500–4000rpm

TORQUE

340Nm @ 1750–3000rpm

PRICE AS TESTED
$32,990

FUEL CONSUMPTION

5.3L/100km

GREEN VEHICLE GUIDE RATING

  

CRASH RATING (ANCAP)

  Not rated

WARRANTY
3 year/unlimited kilometres

new car reviews

Hyundai 
Sonata Active 

Škoda  
Octavia  
Scout 4x4 110TDI       
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E10 is a fuel made by blending 10 per cent ethanol, with 90 per cent petrol. Currently in 
Australia, the level of ethanol that can be mixed with petrol to create fuel for vehicles 
is capped at 10 per cent. There is another high-performance ethanol-blended fuel in 
Australia – E85 – that contains 85 per cent ethanol, but only limited vehicles can operate 
on this fuel and, at present, it’s not available for retail supply in the Northern Territory. 

Most Australian-produced ethanol is made from renewable sources like sugar cane, 
grain and other foodstock. When blended with petrol, it extends the use of fossil fuels. 
Contrary to what many may think, motorists using E10 will not experience any obvious 
changes in performance or reliability when using the fuel. Most, but not all, vehicles 
sold in Australia after 1986 can use E10. If you’re unsure whether your car can use an 
ethanol-blended fuel, it’s best to check with your manufacturer. Alternatively, the 
Federal Chamber of Automotive Industries (FCAI), has a list of common models that 
can use the fuel. 

In the Northern Territory, E10 usually costs 3-5 cents per litre less than regular ULP; 
however, this may be offset by the slightly higher fuel consumption, as E10 has two to 
three per cent less energy in each litre. However, as E10 uses renewable energy sources 
and reduces the reliance on fossil fuels, it’s often considered a more environmentally 
friendly fuel option. 

What is E10 fuel?
Ask an expert…

Find out more by calling AANT's Technical Advisory Service on 1300 661 466.

motoring

area which, unless you camp or shop a lot, 
can be of limited use or even a hindrance if 
you need the whole cargo space.

The CR-V is car-like in its ride, handling 
and steering – indeed, you’re unlikely to 
find any that have been a ‘bush basher’ in 
their lifetime. The 2.4-litre engine is typical 
Honda in the way that it revs freely and 
delivers adequate power across the rev 
range; however, this comes at the cost of 
higher fuel consumption of 10L/100km.

Regular servicing and the correct type 
of oil are essential for most Hondas, as 
their engines tend to be high revving. 
Major services are needed at 24-month or 
40,000km intervals and will cost around 
$700. It’s important to note that there 
doesn’t appear to be any major common 
recurring problems with the CR-V.

The practical and functional CR-V was  
a popular seller so there should be a good 
selection out there in used-car land and  
a well-cared-for CR-V should still give 
reliable service. 

All car reviews are compiled by AANT Head of Technical and 
Automotive and Australia’s Best Cars judge, Mark Borlace.

Prices shown for used cars are approximate dealer retail prices 
for vehicles in average-to-good condition. These  
prices will vary depending upon vehicle condition and 
kilometres travelled. Source – 
Glass’s guide. For full range  
of prices, contact AANT  
Technical Advisory Service  
on 1300 661 466. 

The Honda CR-V is a typical example of 
the type of compact SUVs that are made 
for navigating Smith St rather than the 
Flinders Ranges. Their appeal is a high 
driving position and SUV space, with the 
manoeuverability and handling of a  
small sedan. 

The 2007 model comes with a rear-
lift door instead of the cumbersome 
side-hinged barn door that had a spare 
wheel attached. As a result of the sleek 
new design, the spare wheel’s moved 
underneath the vehicle. For its size, the CR-V 
is surprisingly roomy as the flat floor and 
dash-mounted gear shift provides adequate 
leg room for all passengers. Captain’s chairs 
in the front have convenient folding arm 
rests, and the automatic models have a foot-
operated park brake.

The Honda was slightly ahead of its 
contemporaries in 2007, achieving a four-star 
ANCAP rating with ESC standard across the 
range and side-curtain airbags standard on 
the Sport and Luxury variants. 

The Sport model has dual-zone automatic 
climate control, 17-inch alloy wheels and a 
six-disc CD stacker. The Luxury models get 
parking-distance control, a leather-trimmed 
steering wheel, leather upholstery and a 
power-adjustable driver’s seat. They also 
have an additional parcel shelf in the cargo 

PRICE RANGE
CR-V wagon (auto) $9600–$13,200
CR-V Sport wagon (auto) $11,800–$15,800
CR-V Luxury wagon (auto) $12,700–$16,700

PRICE WHEN NEW
CRV wagon (auto) $33,990
CRV Sport wagon (auto) $39,490
CRV Luxury wagon (auto) $41,990

AVERAGE KILOMETRES
116,000km 

CRASH RATING (ANCAP) 
★ ★ ★ ★

GREEN VEHICLE GUIDE RATING
★ ★ ★ ★

Honda  
CR-V 2007
 

used car review

WINNELLIE Winnellie Auto Ctr 1–8 
370 Stuart Highway 8984 4448

WOOLNER 
Auto Inspection and Road Service 
15/34 Bishop Street 8981 7333 

WOOLNER Paul’s Service Centre 
6 Charlton Court 8941 1322

specialist repairers 
automotive windscreens
ALICE SPRINGS 
Trusty Glass (O’Brien Glass agent) 
31 North Stuart Highway  8952 3322

YARRAWONGA 
Top End Windscreens 
4 McCourt Road 8932 4040

STUART PARK O’Brien Glass 
38 Stuart Highway         8981 4612

automatic transmissions
YARRAWONGA Mick Taylor Automatics 
4618 McEnzie Place 8983 1231

automotive electrician
BERRIMAH  
Cooltech Auto Electrical & Airconditioning 
4/4 Moo Street  8947 2685

COCONUT GROVE 
A&C Automotive Electrics• 
Unit 1/6 Travers Street  8948 1244

diesel specialists
BERRIMAH MTQ Engine Systems 
20 Anictomatis Road 8984 3953 

crash repairers 
ALICE SPRINGS  Andrew Paterson  
49 Priest Street  8952 6360

BERRIMAH Boscato Panel Works 
1140 McMillans Road 8984 3137

DARWIN Darwin Crash Repairs 
2 Finniss Street 8981 4000

WINNELLIE B & S Body Works 
85 Winnellie Road 8947 2251

mechanical repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Centralian Motors 
Corner North Stuart Highway  
and Dalgety Road        8952 2333

ALICE SPRINGS Peter Kittle Motor Co 
46 Stuart Highway         8952 5500

ALICE SPRINGS St John Ambulance 
74 Sargent Street       8950 0600

BERRIMAH Hidden Valley Auto Ctr  
9 Hidden Valley Road 8947 0060

CASUARINA Ultra Tune 1–8 
3 Dripstone Road 8945 2122

COCONUT GROVE 
Ben’s Automotive Service Centre 
47 De Latour Street 8985 5455

COCONUT GROVE Prompt Auto Repairs Pty Ltd 
14 Travers Street         8985 6733

PALMERSTON Atic Mechanical Repairs  
17 Beresford Road 8932 2002

PALMERSTON Ultra Tune 
3 Muluka Street 8931 3411

STUART PARK  
NT Automotive Group 
34 Stuart Highway 8946 4444

STUART PARK Brian Turner Automotive 
35 Stuart Highway 8981 9191

WINNELLIE NT Auto Repairs 
9 Steele Street 8947 4746

WINNELLIE St John Ambulance 
7 Raphael Road 8922 4435

Automobile Association of the Northern Territory 
approved repairers

mechanical repairer  
categories
1 Engine tune-up
2 Minor engine repair and vehicle servicing
3 Major engine repair
4 Steering and suspension
5 Brakes 
6 Electrical
7 Clutch, manual transmission and rear axle
8 Automatic transmission 
9 Air c onditioning
Where no categories are shown, 
the repairer is approved in all nine.
•AANT Battery Service Centre
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Few cities in the world can boast 
great tracts of untamed wilderness 
right on their doorstep. In Sydney, 

you get plunging valleys where lush 
rainforest and spiralling waterfalls compete 
with spectacular views. On a clear day, 
you can see the Blue Mountains from the 
observation deck of Sydney Tower. It was 
a fashionable retreat from coastal heat in 
the early 20th century. Then Australians 
discovered the beach, and the Blue 
Mountains became as old-fashioned as 
scones and Agatha Christie novels.

In the last decade, however, 
Sydneysiders and interstate visitors have 
been rediscovering the pleasures of the 
Blue Mountains. Art Deco mountain 
villages have spruced themselves up in an 
effort to lure visitors with increasingly high 
expectations. Nowhere is this being more 
felt than on the dining scene.

Eating in the Blue Mountains was once 
about pensioners and hairy-kneed hikers 
munching on cream buns. Not anymore. 
Now baby boomers and young couples 

enjoy spanner crab, Moroccan-style lamb 
or goose liver with Cognac mousse.  
The region now has terrific restaurants, an 
array of farm doors, and interesting delis 
and food shops focusing on quality slow 
food and local produce. At last, you can 
combine magnificent views and World 
Heritage wilderness with good nosh.

As the highway from Sydney swings up 
into the Blue Mountains, upmarket Leura 
is the first village of note, where cottages 
nestle among the pine trees and azaleas. 
The village has long been packed with 
cafés and bakeries, but increasingly offers 
more sophisticated eating too, including 
French-inspired ‘modern mountain’ dishes 
at Silk’s Brasserie and fine café food at 
newcomer Leura Garage. Here bruschetta 
comes piled with baked tomato, feta and 
crispy pancetta, and steak sandwiches 
ooze aioli and onion jam. For dessert, save 
yourself for a visit to Josophan’s 

The NSW Blue Mountains have long been a scenic 
escape. Now a trendy new dining and hotel scene 
gives visitors further reason to head to the hills. 
Story: Brian Johnston

RIGHT: The Three Sisters near Katoomba.
Image © iStock.

Culinary 
heights

Discover a new way to holiday with Apollo! Choose from 
Australia’s largest fleet of motorhomes and campers and 
receive 10% off the best available rate!

Travel at your own pace with Apollo

To book or find out more visit www.aant.com.au/Travel/ApolloMotorhome
Discount only available to current AANT members when booking through AANT. Valid for travel 
in Australia and New Zealand only. Apollo rental terms and conditions apply. Not to be used in 
conjunction with any other offer. Subject to availability.

AANT Members save 10%! 

GOLD COAST       AUSTRALIA

detach here

www.AshmorePalmsGoldCoast.com.au

      Expiry date 30 June 2016

Phone 1300 303 912

Gold Coast   Family Holiday   Fun!

*Conditions Apply
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travel

Got an event you’d like promoted? Email ntmotor@raa.com.au

3–4 JULY  
Alice Springs Show
Blatherskite Park   
Kicking off the Territory’s show circuit 
is a kaleidoscope of craft, agriculture, 
food and entertainment for every family 
member. A firework spectacular brings 
the festivities to a close.  
www.alice-springs.com.au

25 JULY  
Australian Outback Marathon 
Yulara  
A marathon like no other, this outback event  
draws people from around the world to one  
of Australia’s most iconic landmarks: Uluru.  
Breathtaking scenery makes the pain worth it.  
www.australianoutbackmarathon.com

6–23 AUGUST 
Darwin Festival  
Various locations 
Festival-goers can revel in 18 days of 
outdoor concerts, workshops, theatre, 
music and comedy events, just to 
name a few. Darwin is abuzz with a 
melting pot of sights and sounds.   
www.darwinfestival.org.au

7–9 AUGUST 
Darwin Aboriginal Art Fair  
Darwin Convention Centre 
Art centres from across Australia come together 
representing over 1800 Indigenous artists at this 
annual fair. There are also unique opportunities 
to meet the artists and learn about their work.  
www.darwinaboriginalartfair.com.au

22 AUGUST  
Cyprus Food and Wine Festival  
Cyprus Community Centre 
For one day only, delicious  
Mediterranean food and wine  
combine with traditional music  
and dance performances to give  
Darwin an authentic taste of Cypriot culture.  
Ph 8927 0111

25–31 AUGUST  
National Road Transport Hall of Fame Reunion 
Alice Springs 
Celebrate the rich history of Australian  
road transport with legends of the  
industry. The reunion includes a  
twilight race meeting, gala dinner and  
concert at the Shell Rimula Hall of Fame.  
www.roadtransporthall.com

5 SEPTEMBER 
Bush Bands Bash 
Alice Springs 
Running for more than 12 years, this family-
friendly concert showcases the nation’s 
best contemporary Indigenous musicians. 
Children under 16 enter for free.  
www.musicnt.com.au

23–25 JULY   
Royal Darwin Show   
Darwin Showgrounds 
Experience the real Northern Territory  
at the Royal Darwin Show with hundreds  
of displays ranging from prize bulls, dogs  
and ducks to decorated cakes, orchids  
and homemade fishing lures.  
www.darwinshow.com.au 

22 AUGUST  
Adelaide United vs Melbourne City 
Larrakia Park 
Adelaide United soccer stars are headed  
north to show off their skills at the Darwin Football 
Stadium. Watch the talented team battle it out against 
fellow A-League club, Melbourne City.    
www.sportandrecreation.nt.gov.au

what’s on NT

Images © iStock, Darwin Aboriginal Art Fair, Walking With Spirits, Bush Bands Bash.

25 JULY 
Walking With Spirits 
Beswick Falls 
The Australian Shakespeare company  
joins force with Djilpin Arts to celebrate  
the Beswick Community’s culture. Camp  
for the weekend in the lakeside setting,  
not normally open to the public. 
www.shakespeareaustralia.com.au

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Fairmont Blue 
Mountains Resort; Darley’s Restaurant, 
Lilianfels; prawns and squid on a bed of green 
papaya salad at Silk’s Brasserie in Leura; cafe 
in the old settler town of Blackheath;  
Leura Garage. 

Images © Brian Johnston, Destination NSW/ 
James Horan, Fairmont Blue Mountains Resort.

Chocolates just around the corner: the 
honey-and-lavender or basil-cream truffles 
are irresistible.

It’s a quick six -kilometre drive from Leura 
to the main centre of the Blue Mountains, 
Katoomba, but a superb walk also takes 
you there in two hours and helps burn the 
calories. The track skirts the edge of the 
escarpment through parrot-filled eucalypt 
forests, emerging at superb viewpoints 
along the way and finishing at Echo 
Point, the Blue Mountains’ most popular 
scenic outlook for its three-pronged rock 
formation known as the Three Sisters. 

Nearby stands one of the Mountains’ 
iconic hotels, Lilianfels. Some $2 million has 
just been spent refurbishing the original 
Victorian homestead that houses its 
restaurant Darley’s. This shows in antique 
furnishings and ornate fireplaces as well as 
in its sophisticated mod-Oz menu.
This is far from the only money being spent 
on Blue Mountains hotels. Fairmont Resort 

Blue Mountains was being pilloried in 
the media for poor service and rundown 
facilities just a few years ago. Then new 
owners took over and invested $10 million. 
Goodbye Fawlty Towers, hello chic resort. 
And another great property, the rundown 
Victorian-era Hydro Majestic, has just been 
reopened to restored splendour after a  
$30 million refurbishment, still showcasing 
the same staggering views over the 
Megalong Valley.

Megalong Valley is one of the few Blue 
Mountains valleys accessible by road. 
Along it are three unexpected farm doors: 
Glyn Newydd features slow-ripening 
organic olives; Dryridge Estate is a pioneer 
of Blue Mountains viticulture and produces 
a zesty Riesling; and Megalong Beef has 
impromptu Sunday barbecue parties 
involving its premium Angus steaks at its 
‘beef door’.  

Further west, Blackheath is another old 
settler town with a tremendous lookout 

over the Grose Valley. On no account go 
past Ashcroft’s restaurant, where you can 
try an unusual entrée of eel strudel on 
saffron beurre blanc. The twice-roasted, 
crispy-skin duck with Persian-influenced 
spices is the glorious signature dish. 
Tucking into three courses here can be a 
challenge, as servings are generous. It’s 
hard, though, not to finish with a Pedro 
Ximenez sherry and platter of five cheeses 
sourced from Jannei Goat Dairy down the 
road at Lidsdale. You might be in one of the 
east coast’s great wilderness areas, but that 
no longer means foregoing fine food. Bon 
appétit: the Blue Mountains is finally  
a destination to suit all tastes.

A CAMPING PACK 

A camping guidebook and picnic rug are handy items when it comes to a weekend adventure, which is 
why we’re giving you the chance to win both. The Boiling Billy Camping guide to the Northern Territory 
is the ultimate guide to national parks and conservation reserves. Handy information includes camper 
trailer and caravan access along with GPS references to selected campsites. Once you’ve found the 
perfect spot, the Billabong polar-fleece rug is sure to come in handy. Equipped with its own handle, the 
rug is easy to pack and the moisture-proof backing helps guard against the elements. 

For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT Membership Number on the back of – or  
        inside – an envelope and post it to: 

Conditions: The competition commences 15 June with the last mail on 7 August 2015. Total prize pool is valued at 
$64.90. Entry is open to Northern Territory residents only who are members of AANT. The first entry drawn that fulfils 
the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at 2pm 10 
August 2015. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published 
in the September 2015 issue of ntmotor, published 14 September. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. 
Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the 
Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

WIN a camping pack
Automobile Association of the NT Inc. 
GPO Box 2584 
DARWIN NT 0801

www.aant.com.au  2322   jun 2015




