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Disclaimer – No responsibility is accepted by the AANT for the accuracy of information contained in 
advertisements in ntmotor. Publication of an advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the AANT of 
any product, nor warrant its suitability. ntmotor DOES NOT ACCEPT UNSOLICITED MATERIAL.

© Copyright Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc. All rights reserved. This material is copyright 
under Australian and international laws. Except as permitted under the relevant law, no part of this work may be 
reproduced by any process without prior written permission of and acknowledgement to the AANT.

Celebrating 50 years of AANT. 
Image © Mark Vincent.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Members are advised that the 50th Annual General Meeting of the Automobile 
Association of the Northern Territory Inc. (AANT) will be held on Tuesday 22 October 2013.

Pursuant to Rule 29(b)(vi) of the Rules of the Association, members are advised that 
notice of any business which members wish to have dealt with at the meeting must be 
submitted in writing, duly proposed and seconded, before Friday 30 August 2013.

Members are further advised that, pursuant to Rule 19(f) of the Rules of the 
Association, nomination for election to the AANT Council must be submitted in 
writing before Thursday 1 August 2013.

Copies of the prescribed AANT Councillor Nomination forms are available by  
written request or by telephoning the AANT General Manager on (08) 8925 5901.

Member business and election nominations should be addressed to:

AANT President 
Automobile Association of 
Northern Territory Inc. 
GPO Box 2584 
DARWIN NT 0801

BY MARIJA FILIPOVIC
eDITOR

welcome in brief

This year is a busy one for the AANT, but 

it’s also a very special one. In addition 

to lobbying the Federal Government 

for much-needed funding for our road 

network, and hosting the national 

conference for Australia’s auto clubs, 

we’re also celebrating our 50th birthday. 

For the past half-century, we’ve been here, 

providing invaluable support to motorists 

in need, and advocating on behalf of 

you – our members – for issues that are 

important to all road users. Turn to  

page 8 of this edition to take a look back 

at how we’ve evolved as a motoring club.

Also in this edition, we take a look at our 

priorities for the federal election and the 

commitments we’re demanding of our 

major parties. Turn to page 14 to find  

out more.

And with the end of the financial year fast 

approaching, we’re asking you to stop and 

think about whether the drivers in your 

family are really protected on the road. 

Our Waive The Joining Fee promotion 

gives new members the chance to save 

$40 if they sign up before 30 June.  

Make sure to add it to your shopping list!

If you fancy a holiday, we’ve got some 

great advice on travelling to the delightful 

Adelaide Hills in South Australia, and 

some great discounts for travel on 

The Ghan.

As usual, we’ve also got plenty of 

motoring news (page 7), new and used car 

reviews (page 16), car advice (page 19) and 

member savings (page 23).

Happy and safe motoring!

Marija Filipovic

Editor

COMPETITION WINNERS
Congratulations to the following winners from ntmotor March 2013.

Car safety kit: C Thompson, Palmerston. 
Qantas cabin case: J Paiva, Leanyer. 
Model car: P Caden, Jingli.

AANT PLAyS HOST
This August, the Australian Automobile 
Association – the national body that AANT 
and the other motoring clubs affiliate to – 
will hold its annual conference in Darwin 
for the first time. 

Club presidents and CEOs will travel to 
the Northern Territory to discuss motoring 
issues, road safety, tourism and travel, as 
well as the national AAA campaign for the 
2013 federal election. In addition, Territory-
specific road and driver safety issues will 
be discussed and local government and 
industry representatives will get the 
opportunity to discuss local issues 
with national contacts.

The AANT’s 50th birthday will be 
acknowledged and celebrated by 
the other clubs as well.

Images © AANT, iStockphoto.4  jun 2013



 
 

Kylie Taylor
As a certified practising account, and account 
director with Deloitte Private in Darwin, Kylie 
has more than 13 years’ experience working 
with businesses on their financial management, 
taxation, cash-flow and general business advisory 
needs. She specialises in superannuation, 
including self-managed superannuation and the  
not-for-profit sector. She will bring a  
wealth of knowledge and unique skills  
to the Council. 

BY ROBERT BRADLEY
AAnT PReSIDenT

The Australian Automobile Association's 

(AAA) federal election campaign is now 

in full swing. With the Northern Territory’s 

abysmal road safety record – which is 

highlighted in this edition – we’ve focused 

on securing funding to dramatically 

improve the horror stretch of the Stuart 

Highway from Darwin to Pine Creek, as well 

as other passive initiatives.

As part of our 50th anniversary 

celebrations, the AANT is hosting the 

Australian motoring clubs and the AAA 

Annual Conference in August this year. 

The key themes for the conference are 

both pertinent to the Northern Territory: 

road safety and travel. With a variety of 

interstate and international participants, 

we look forward to immersing them in the 

Darwin 'dry season' for a pleasant respite 

from the rigors of the southern winter. 

Cost-of-living pressures in the Northern 

Territory have never been greater than 

they are today, and contributing to them 

is the high cost of fuel. Our data shows 

a disconnect between the advertised 

terminal gate price and retail prices. Since 

December 2010, gross retail margins have 

increased from 10cpl to 30cpl and this can 

be attributed to a lack of competition. Did 

you know that in Adelaide on 8 May, ULP 

was selling at 99cpl? To put things in a NT 

perspective, the terminal gate price has 

fallen by 17cpl over the past two months, 

yet the local fuel industry has passed 

on barely 3cpl to motorists for the same 

period. AANT will continue to work with 

the Chief Minister’s Department in an 

attempt to rectify this situation.

Bob Bradley

AANT President

insight

JOIn Club ReD
Every week, over 27,000 blood donations are 

required to support Aussies in need. 

You can make a difference by giving up 
15 minutes of your time to make this vital 
donation, and potentially save three lives. 

AANT is now a part of Club Red – a 
corporate and community donation 
program with the Red Cross – and AANT 
Members can register with us to donate 

and collectively recognise milestones 
and achievements along the way.

For more information, call us on 8925 5901.

yOU’VE GOT MAIL
Keep up-to-date will all the latest AANT news, 
advice and member-exclusive deals by signing up 
to our e-newsletter.

Only members with a registered email address can 
be included on the mailing list.

Call 8925 5901, email info@aant.com.au or  
visit www.aant.com.au to update your details.

David loy
A successful real estate agent, 

David has enjoyed a long and prosperous 
career in the Northern Territory. Not only 

was he the managing director of Asreal in 
Alice Springs for 12 years, he also directed 
the business’ merger with LJ Hooker, and 

established an office in Darwin. As a born 
and bred Territorian, with connections 

from the Red Centre to the Top End, 
David’s knowledge encompasses the 

entire region.

WELCOME ON BOARD
AANT extends a warm welcome to Kylie Taylor and David Loy, the newest members 
of the AANT Council.

5www.aant.com.au 
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membership

Save on AANT 
Membership
Do you have a friend or family member who could benefit from the peace of 
mind of AANT Membership? For a limited time, there’s no excuse not to sign 
up, with only weeks to go in our Waive the Joining Fee promotion. 

Until 30 June, AANT will waive the $40 joining fee on all memberships. Now’s the perfect 
time for non-members to get on board or for existing members to sign up additional family 
members to their group membership for even more savings.

Not only does membership provide you with roadside assistance in the event of a 
breakdown, you also get access to discounts and member-only services across the country, 
such as:

§     discounts on pre-purchased theme-park tickets 

§  up to 10 per cent off car, boat and home insurance policies through TIO 

§  savings on domestic and international travel insurance 

§  access to AANT’s free Technical Advice Hotline 

§  generous savings on AANT branded batteries

§  a range of savings at retailers across Australia through the  
Show Your Card & Save program.

With plenty of value for you and your family, make sure  
AANT Membership is on your end-of-financial-year  
shopping list. You can add a spouse or a child to your  
membership for as little as $82.

Offer expires 30 June 2013.

Find out more about AANT Membership and how to 
join by calling 8925 5901, visiting www.aant.com.au 
or dropping into the AANT Shop.

Made for those who like to get out and about, Ugly Fish is a well-known and respected 
brand for outdoor eyewear needs. This edition, we’re giving away a pair of Ugly Fish 
PT24266 glasses, specially designed with an anti-scratch and anti-reflective coating,  
in black. More styles are available at a discounted member price at the AANT Shop.

For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT Membership Number on 
the back of – or inside – an envelope and post it to:

Ugly Fish sunglasses competition 
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.  
GPO Box 2584 
DARWIN NT 0801

WIN  A PAIR OF uGlY FISH SunGlASSeS

Conditions: The competition commences 17 June 2013 with the last mail on 8 August 2013. Total prize pool is valued at $109.95. Entry is open to Northern Territory residents only who are members of AANT. The first entry drawn 
that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 4/12 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at 2pm 9 August 2013. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will 
be published in the September 2013 issue of ntmotor, published 16 September. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the Automobile 
Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 4/12 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.
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Call 13 95 96 or visit donateblood.com.au

ROLL UP YOUR SLEEVES AND GIVE BLOOD
1 in 3 Australians will need blood, yet only 1 in 30 donates.
Visit our website to find a donor centre near you.

motor news

Volkswagen Golf
It’s been a big seller down under and 
now the seventh-generation Golf 
promises a similar following. The  
entry-level Trendline, mid-spec 
Comfortline and premium Highline 
are all expected to hit the Aussie 
market as they were in Europe. 
Backing up the solid foundations of 
its predecessors is a five-star ANCAP 
safety rating and four European 
innovation awards.

Holden VF Commodore
One of the most hotly anticipated 
releases of 2013, the all-new Holden 
Commodore is hoped to give the large-
car market a much-needed boost. Set 
to out-do competitors Ford and Toyota, 
Holden is promising a world-class 
interior design and range of  high-tech 
standard features not usually seen in 
locally produced vehicles. Together with 
a design refresh, it’s sure to turn heads 
when it hits showrooms in June.

Ferrari F12 Berlinetta
With more power than a V8 Supercar, and 
the most powerful Ferrari road car ever 
made, it’s a surprise that the Berlinetta’s 
$200,000 cheaper than Ferrari’s previous 
top-of-the-range vehicle – the 599 GTO. 
The new model features a seven-speed 
twin-clutch auto transmission, and a 0 to 
100km/h speed of 3.1 seconds. Increase 
that from 0 to 200km/h and you’re 
looking at an impressive 8.5 seconds.

Keep your eyes peeled over the next few  

months for these cars hot off the production line.

New car diary

Images © Autonews, iStockphoto.

IRS jargon buster:

 Not the American government 
agency responsible for tax 
collection; it’s the Independent 
    Rear Suspension on a vehicle. 

Ladies night
Many people – especially women –  can feel intimidated and confused when 
they go to see a mechanic – often scared they’ll be ripped off because they 
don’t understand what they need to fix and how much it should cost. 

AANT Approved Repairer, Professional’s Choice Automotive, 
is here to help. 

Their free information sessions are designed to teach car 
owners automotive basics, including car maintenance, 
what to look for when buying a car, vital information for 
wheels and tyres, car safety and the hows and whys of 

automotive detailing.

Numbers are limited and bookings are essential, so 
make sure to get in quick.

Find out more or book by emailing  
topendnt@gmail.com or calling 8942 0460.

www.aant.com.au  7



Cyclones, crocodiles  
and other challenges
Dee St Jude looks back at 50 years of AAnT.

It was a balmy Darwin night on 22 October 
1963 when more than 100 people crammed 
into the tiny Town Hall. As several open 
windows tempted the warm breezes of the 
Top End’s typically humid conditions to 
flow through the sweltering stone hall, the 
Automobile Association of the Northern 
Territory (AANT) was born.

With a sweated brow, Darwin Mayor  
Mr N.H. Cooper announced the Australian 
Automotive Association's (AAA) support  
of £1500 across three years to assist 
with the setting up, running and staffing 
of a local AANT service.  Automobile 
Association dignitaries including  
Mr R. Thompson, Mr Strudwick and  

Mr R.H. Waters were present at this historic 
meeting and received loud applause  
from the grateful crowd of Territorians.  
The NT Administrator also donated £100 
to the organisation’s establishment and 
so, from these hot, humid and humble 
beginnings a 50-year journey for the  
AANT began. 

This journey has included vast distances 
of often-unforgiving land, harsh and 
uncompromising weather conditions, 
devastating cyclones, heart-breaking 
floods, financial stumbles, new premises 
and even a crocodile tale. But then again,  
it wouldn’t be a true Territory yarn without 
a few challenges – and a croc.

Between 1963 and 1993, the AANT grew 
from 2000 to 15,000 members, and was 
proactive in making sure motorists were 
considered by parliamentarians and town 
planners as roads, highways and new towns 
sprung up across the Northern Territory. 

Through the devastation of Cyclone 
Tracy, the big Alice Springs flood and the 
damaging Katherine floods, the AANT 
assisted where it could; often with the 
overwhelming support of their sister club 
in South Australia – the Royal Automobile 
Association of South Australia (RAA).  
Due to these disasters, many AANT records 
were lost over the years, but any AANT 
Members requiring help outside of the 

50 years of AAnT
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Territory during these times were always 
assisted by other clubs, whether they 
could produce their membership card 
or not. 

By the early to mid-1990s, it became 
clear that the AANT was struggling to 
run independently with the size of its 
membership base and the size and 
scale of the land it covered. It would 
take a special alliance to make the 
AANT truly viable and progressive. 

With almost two decades on the 
AANT Council, including seven years 
as president, David Booth has been 
instrumental in much of the AANT’s 
growth and development.  
As president from 2000 to 2007,  
Mr Booth was an integral part of the 
2000 Alliance Agreement between 
the AANT and RAA. He says the 
agreement was vital to all AAA 
members, not just the AANT. 

‘We were small compared to 
other clubs and didn't have the 
technology or finances to service 
our membership in the way we 
wanted to and needed to,’ he says. 

‘Let me be clear: I think our team 
did an amazing job providing the 
services and roadside assistance 

we did, but it became painfully obvious that 
something radical had to happen for us to 
sustain ourselves, let alone grow.’

Mr Booth believes the close relationship 
between the AANT and RAA made the 
alliance a natural transition. 

‘Since day one we have had close links 
with RAA and they threw us a lifeline,’  
he explains.

‘All the other clubs were part of 
discussions; everyone put their hands up 
to help. The AAA as a whole has the most 
wonderful fellowship, which really shone 
through during the alliance process. 

‘The technology we have now allows us to 
stay in touch with our membership in a way 
we could not previously and will allow us 
much more scope to grow that membership. 

'The affiliation with our sister motoring 
clubs has also allowed the AANT to offer a 
lot more value to our members such as the 
Show Your Card & Save rewards program.

‘Obviously, like most businesses and 
organisations in this technology-driven 
world we live in, the expectation is to 
continue to develop and expand upon what 
we offer, but we should not forget about our 
most important role: to provide roadside 

assistance to people.

‘This is especially true in a place like the 
Northern Territory where breaking down 
in unfamiliar surroundings, in what might 
seem like the middle of nowhere,  
is a daunting prospect. 

‘Knowing that the AANT is there 
to assist is still the best value for 
membership for those visiting motorists 
and locals in that situation,’ says  
Mr Booth.

Another ‘veteran’ of the AANT is 
Gus Sanders, whose involvement also 
stretches across 20 years. In fact, it’s 
an affiliation that continues to this day, 
with his son and daughter-in-law now 
contracting to the AANT and running the 
Auto Inspection and Road Service (AIRS) 
business that Mr Sanders established.

When Mr Sanders started at AANT 
in 1985, it was a small enterprise with 
a handful of road service contractors 
operating across immense distances of 
the NT. 

‘It was the wild west with lots of dirt 
and flood-prone roads, and no one had 
a mobile phone either, so if they broke 
down they usually had to walk a few miles 
and flag someone down to find a phone 
and call us,’ remembers Mr Sanders.

He recalls a lot of call-outs were to 
people who had locked both their keys 
and their children in the car. 

‘They would be in a right panic because 
of the heat; the cars would get hot inside 
quite quickly,’ he says. 

‘I would tell them to try to find a hose 
and wash the car down until I got there. 
It did keep the temperature inside the 
car down but it also gave the parents 
something to do to keep them calm too.’

Another common call-out was – and 
still is – for ants in the relays, although  
Mr Sanders had some trouble convincing  
RAA of that on more than one occasion. 

‘People try to park under trees to keep 
their vehicles shaded, but if they get too 
close to the trunk then large numbers 
of ants have fun exploring under the 
bonnet,’ Mr Sanders says. 

‘If I got a call-out and I saw them parked 
under a tree, I had a fair idea what the 
problem was going to be and I was usually 
right. I developed a knack for cleaning 
and blowing them out of the relays 
without getting bitten and once they  
were out, the car would usually start up 
straight away. 

‘The members were pretty grateful 
and learned their lesson about parking 
under tress, but it took a bit more effort 
to convince RAA as they don’t have this 
problem down south,’ Mr Sanders  
says, smiling.

While all clubs have their own interesting 
stories and common vehicle ailments,  
Mr Sanders reckons the large distances, 
local characters, hostile wildlife and the 
uniquely Territorian weather conditions have 
provided for plenty of inimitable yarns over 
the past 50 years. 

‘When I came up here in the 1980s, I 
wasn’t really planning to stay for long. And 
doing 24-hour road service takes its toll, 
especially when you’re dealing with so many 
challenges like weather and access to places. 
But, it’s been a heck of a lot of fun now that  
I think about it.’ 

Speaking of great Territory yarns, in 2009, 
an AANT contractor received a ‘strange’ 
call-out that has become folklore. 

The contractor lived in Borroloola, a tiny 
township of about 700 residents located 
954km southeast of Darwin on the coastal 
plain between the Barkley Tablelands and 
the Gulf of Carpentaria. He was contacted 
by Parks and Wildlife officers and asked to 
assist them with a bogged trailer. He arrived 
promptly and was confronted with the scene 
of a massive 5.5m, 1855kg crocodile. It was 
so big, that its snout and tail were hanging 
out over the edge of the trailer. 

Parks and Wildlife officers were forced to 
harpoon the giant beast as it dangerously 
menaced a local fisherman in a small boat. 

LEFT: Old archived photo of a Driver Education Unit.

ABOVE: Photo of the original minutes book from 
when the AANT was created.

Images © AANT.
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There’s never been 
a better time to see 
more of Australia 
aboard The Ghan. Our 
Platinum and Gold 
Service fares now give 
you more to explore 
with our all inclusive 

Off Train Tours in 
Katherine and Alice 
Springs, a new menu 
and dining experience, 
and on board wines, 
standard spirits and 
more at no additional 
cost.

NOW ALL  
INCLUSIVE.

Terms and Conditions: *Fares based on AANT Motoring Club member’s Fare Gold Service twin share per person twin cabin. Pension Concession and Single fares also available. For new bookings and travel from 01 April 2013 to 31 March 2014. All fares include fuel 
price surcharge. Offer subject to availability at time of booking and may not be available on the date first requested. A 10% deposit is required at time of booking; full payment will be required 45 days prior to departure date. Booking, credit card and amendment fees may 
apply. Not available with any other special offer except Great Southern Rail’s accompanied Motorail offer $204-$637. All fares and timetables are subject to change without notice. All fares quoted in Australian Dollars. Conditions apply. For general terms and conditions 
of carriage please visit www.greatsouthernrail.com.au Travel Agent License No. TTA164190.                                   GSR01664CDBD

Time to explore.

All for only

$2179*
pp

3 days - 2 nights 
Pension concession available. 

Darwin to Adelaide 
or vice versa  

2 nights Gold Service  
twin share on board The Ghan.

Your journey starts by calling 8925 5901,  
dropping into 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin
or visiting www.aant.com.au

THIS ELECTION:
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50 years of AAnT

Attempts to remove the dead crocodile 
from the area were proving difficult due to 
its size and weight; the contractor made a 
few calls and a bigger, stronger trailer was 
located to transport the unusual cargo, but 
not before several photographs were taken 
outside his shop. No doubt, a tale to dine 
out on for years for most people, but it was 
just ‘another day at the office’ according to 
this AANT contractor. 

While the AANT’s history is littered with 
many heart-warming and interesting stories, 
its focus is now very much on the future. Its 
well-established 20,000-plus membership 
continues to grow and the AANT has an 
ever-increasing presence in the Territory 
community, through its representation and 
advocacy of motorists’ interests.

As the AANT General Manager Edon 
Bell explains, the association's recent 
move into its new, modern CBD location 
showcases the AANT as not just a roadside 
assistance service but also as offering 
retail travel products and advice for all; 
locals, members, interstate motorists and 
overseas travelers alike. 

‘The AANT is committed to providing 
the best possible service to members and 
the new premises and systems assist us in 
maintaining and developing the standards 
and products we can offer to our valued 
members,’ he says.

Mr Bell and AANT President, Bob Bradley, 
are regularly seen and heard in the NT 
media promoting the interests of members, 
as well as lobbying politicians in the Territory 
and national arena. 

‘The AANT has an important role to 
play in making sure the voice of our local 
and Australia-wide membership is heard,’ 
says Mr Bell. 

‘With more than 20,000 Territory 
members and in excess of seven million 
auto club members throughout the country, 
we certainly have the capacity to make a 
difference.’

And echoing David Booth’s sentiment, 
Mr Bell says even with improvements in 
systems and the shop, he's still most proud 
of the AANT’s people and their roadside 
assistance figures. 

‘When you consider the extra challenges 
we face up here, our high numbers and 
success with assisting people on the 
roadside and getting them back on the road 
is something we can all be proud of.’ 

But then again, we are used to the odd 
challenge or two in the Territory. 

ABOVE: Scan of an old ntmotor.

Image © AANT.
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Shopping – Members save at the AANT Shop

MEMBERS PRICE

$16.95
RRP $17.95

MEMBERS PRICE

$199.00
 - EXTREMELY LIGHTWEIGHT
 - FULLY EXPANDABLE CASES 
 - 7 YEAR WARRANTY 
RRP $349.00

ANTLER NEXUS 3 PIECE LUGGAGE SET

MEMBERS PRICE

$148.00
 - HARDWEARING POLYESTER 
 - LAPTOP COMPARTMENT 
 - 2 YEAR WARRANTY
RRP $259.00

KORJO  
TRAVEL ESSENTIALS PACK

MEMBERS PRICE

$54.95
RRP $69.95

HEMA  
NZ TOURING ATLAS

MEMBERS PRICE

$26.95
RRP $29.95

HEMA AUSTRALIA  
MOTORCYCLE ATLAS

MEMBERS PRICE

$29.95
RRP $34.95

UBD / GREGORYS 
ESSENTIAL ATLAS OF AUS

MEMBERS PRICE

$19.95
RRP $24.95

HEMA AUSTRALIA 
HANDY ATLAS

MEMBERS PRICE

$17.95
RRP $19.95

UBD / GREGORYS  
DARWIN ST DIRECTORY

STELLANOVA  
10CM LEVITATING GLOBE

MEMBERS PRICE

$49.95
RRP $79.95

ARMORALL ENHANCED 
CAR CARE GIFT PACK

MEMBERS PRICE

$24.95
RRP $38.95

RASTAR  
R/C LAMBORGHINI

MEMBERS PRICE

$34.95
RRP $59.95

ANTLER BUSINESS 100 MOBILE OFFICE

MEMBERS PRICE

$31.50
RRP $35.00

DESIGN GO 
RFID PASSPORT COVER

DESIGN GO  
RFID BLOCKING WALLET

MEMBERS PRICE

$29.95
RRP $49.95

HEMA  
ULTIMATE US ROAD ATLAS

MEMBERS PRICE

$29.95
RRP $34.95

Shopping – Members save at the AANT Shop
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VISIT THE NEW AANT SHOP, CORNER OF KNUCKEY AND SMITH STREET,  
ORDER OVER THE PHONE ON 8925 5901 OR SHOP ONLINE AT WWW.AANT.COM.AU

Prices valid 1 June 2013 to 31 August 2013 or while stocks last. Postage fee applies to online and phone orders.

MEMBERS PRICE

$699.00
RRP $799.00

BUSHMASTER  
8X21SF BINOCULARS

MEMBERS PRICE

$39.95
RRP $59.95

HEMA 
HN6 GPS NAVIGATOR

CARAVAN PARKS  
AUSTRALIA WIDE

MEMBERS PRICE

$39.95
RRP $49.95

GARMIN  
ETREX 10 HANDHELD GPS

CAMPS 7 
AUSTRALIA WIDE

MEMBERS PRICE

$52.95
RRP $59.95

ALCOLIZER  
BREATHALYSER

MEMBERS PRICE

$279.00
RRP $369.00

HEMA  
4WD ADVENTURES

MEMBERS PRICE

$48.95
RRP $59.95

CAPARO RIGHTFUEL 
MISFUELLING DEVICE

MEMBERS PRICE

$59.95
RRP $69.95

MEMBERS PRICE

$135.00
RRP $149.00

ESKY 
SOFT 30 CAN COOLER

MEMBERS PRICE

$19.95
RRP $24.95

AANT  
STUBBY / CAN COOLER

MEMBERS PRICE

$6.95
RRP $8.95

ELEMENTAL 
WATER BOTTLES

MEMBERS PRICE

$11.95
RRP $19.95

VAPUR 400ML 
QUENCHER KIDS BOTTLES 

MEMBERS PRICE

$16.95
RRP $22.95

MEMBERS PRICE

$269.00
 - SUITABLE FOR 6MTHS - 8 YRS 
 - ACTIVE HEAD RESTRAINT 
 - IN-BUILT HARNESS
RRP $299.00

SAFE-N-SOUND MAXI AHR CHILD SEAT

MEMBERS PRICE

$69.00
 - SUITABLE FOR 4 - 10 YEARS 
 - DEEP SIDE WINGS
 - IMPACT ABSORBING POLYSTYRENE  
RRP $79.00

SAFE-N-SOUND URBAN BOOSTER SEAT

VISIT THe new AAnT SHOP, CORneR OF KnuCKeY AnD SmITH STReeT,  
ORDeR OVeR THe PHOne On 8925 5901 OR SHOP OnlIne AT www.AAnT.COm.Au

Prices valid 1 June 2013 to 31 August 2013 or while stocks last. Postage fee applies to online and phone orders.
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Setting the agenda
In the coming months, Australia will head to the polls to decide who’ll govern 
our nation for the next three years. It’s an important decision: your vote will 
help determine the direction of our country and is your opportunity to demand 
solutions to the challenges we face.

In the lead-up to the federal election, the AANT – in partnership with 
the Australian Automobile Association (AAA) and our sister clubs 
across the country – will be campaigning hard to ensure the issues that 
matter to our members are on the political agenda.

‘We want to see better roads, improved safety and affordable 
motoring highlighted as key election issues,’ says the AANT General 
Manager, Edon Bell. 

‘A recent survey of Australian motorists revealed the condition of our 
roads and lack of maintenance are the top two concerns for road users.'

 So, as you begin to think about how you’ll cast your vote, take a look  
at our top issues.

community

 
‘Safe roads ultimately save lives, with research showing serious 
injuries and fatalities can be cut by 50 per cent by improving 
infrastructure,’ Mr Bell says. 

Simple, but very effective measures can be taken to upgrade a 
road to a minimum of three stars (out of a total of five). For every star 
improvement of a highway, the costs associated with road crashes  
are halved.

We’re calling for our national highway network to be upgraded 
so that all sections are rated a minimum of three out of five stars, 

according to the Australian Road Assessment 
Program (AusRAP). 

What’s more, we want governments 
to be held accountable for the road 
safety targets they set; the AANT and 
the AAA will continue to benchmark 

results to ensure our governments 
are meeting their commitment to 
reduce the road toll. 

We also want a strong focus 
put on better driver training – 

through further funding for keys2drive, 
increased pedestrian safety 

and safer vehicles.  

Our current system of road funding is flawed: not only do motorists 
pay huge taxes, but only a small slice of the money collected actually 
goes back into roads. 

Currently, the Federal Government gets about 38 cents from each 
litre of petrol and diesel sold, but only about 11cpl is reinvested in 
roads – the rest goes into the government’s general spending pool.  

‘There should be a fairer link between the taxes motorists pay and 
the amount the government spends on improving the safety and 
performance of our transport network,’ Mr Bell says. 

‘We also need to look at new approaches for financing projects 
– including private and public arrangements – so that we can close 
the gap between the infrastructure that needs to be built and the 
funding available.’ 

UPGRADE OF THE STUART HIGHWAy  
(DARWIN TO PINE CREEk)

3
 

The most recent AusRAP risk mapping report indicates that the 
Darwin to Pine Creek section of the Stuart Highway is the highest-risk 
section of national highway in Australia.

In addition, the AusRAP star rating report also shows that over  
50 per cent of the NT section of the Stuart Highway rates only  
one or two stars, with the Darwin to Pine Creek section the  
most concerning. 

Urgent investment is needed along this stretch of the Stuart 
Highway to improve safety. 

It is estimated that of all road fatalities that can be avoided 
through improved safety, half of these would be achieved through 
road upgrades including investment in new road construction and 
expenditure on safety-related works. 

Australia’s National Road Safety Strategy 2011-2020 recognises the 
critical need to improve road infrastructure, particularly those road 
features which are designed to reduce run-off-road, intersection and 
head-on crashes.

 SAFER ROADS
1

BETTER FUNDING AND PLANNING FOR  
ROAD INFRASTRUCTURE

2
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Opposition leader Tony Abbott and  
Prime Minister Julia Gillard.

Image © Getty Images.

Find out more about the AANT's – and the Australian 
Automobile Association's – election priorities by 
visiting www.demandbetterroads.com.au

Currently, petrol companies can share information about price 
changes, allowing them to make decisions on the cost per litre based 
on their competitor’s plans. Meanwhile, consumers and some small 
independent retailers don’t have access to this same information.

‘We’re concerned that this sharing of information is reducing 
competition,’ Mr Bell says. 

‘We’re calling for tougher action from the Australian Competition 
and Consumer Commission to make prices more competitive.’  

The AANT and the AAA are also calling for consistent fuel price 
boards across the country to ensure motorists are not misled about 
the price they’ll pay.

Competition in the servicing and repair industry is also an 
issue. New car technology means mechanics are becoming reliant 
on information held by manufacturers – such as reset codes for 
computerised systems. 

However, access to this information is limited, threatening the 
capacity of mechanics to offer repairs and reducing the ability of 
motorists to choose their own repairer.

‘We believe this information should be available to all repairers 
and not limited to manufacturer or dealer networks,’ Mr Bell says. 

REDUCING THE COST OF MOTORING
4

ACTION FOR SAFETy
5
In the 12 months to December 2012, there were 1300 deaths 
recorded on Australian roads – tragically higher than the result of 
1277 for the previous year. 

This equates to almost six deaths from road crashes per 100,000 
people in Australia; however, the statistics for 
the Northern Territory are much worse. 
In fact, the rate of fatalities here is over 
20 per 100,000 people  
– a rate similar to that of  
developing countries.

 The AANT believes an urgent 
and coordinated effort is required 
to achieve better road-safety 
outcomes in the Northern Territory. 

Gagudju Crocodile Holiday Inn 
This luxury accommodation is uniquely 
shaped to represent Kakadu’s most 
famous resident: the saltwater croc. 
Featuring recently refurbished rooms, 
private courtyards and an outdoor  
pool, it’s the perfect base for exploring 
the region. 

Gagudju Lodge Cooinda 
Surrounded by Kakadu National Park, 
this is the gateway to the Yellow Water 
Billabong. The lodge features a resort-
style pool, al fresco dining and the 
beauty of nature on your doorstep.

Gagudju Camping Cooinda 
If you’re up for adventure, then make 
this your base! Whether you’re after a 
powered site, budget accommodation 
or a place to pitch your tent, the beauty 
of Kakadu will surround you.

This edition, thanks to Gagudju 
Dreaming, we’re giving away a 
kakadu prize package for two. This 
fantastic prize includes one night at 
Gagudju Crocodile Holiday Inn, one 
night at Gagudju Lodge Cooinda and 
two tickets for a yellow Water Cruise.

To enter, write your name, address and 
AANT Membership Number on the back of 
– or inside – an envelope and post it to:

Gagudju Dreaming is an indigenous-owned 
collection of Kakadu wetland cruises, 
4WD tours, cultural experiences and 
accommodation. In fact, it’s the largest group 
of tourist facilities in Kakadu and focuses on 
positive indigenous outcomes. 

Take a look at what’s on offer.

yellow Water Cruises 
Yellow Water Billabong is Kakadu’s most 
famous wetland and is located at the end of 
Jim Jim Creek. A range of guided activities 
along this vital waterway include day and night 
tours and even fishing. With plenty to take in 
and experience, it’s fun for all ages. 

Adventure Tours 
Led by knowledgeable guides, Gagudju 
Adventure Tours offers full-day or half-day 
4WD tours all year round. With a modern 
fleet of vehicles, and meals and refreshments 
provided throughout the day, it’s the perfect 
way to see the best of Kakadu.

Warradjan Cultural Centre 
With a range of exhibits touching on hunting 
techniques, history, blood lines, tribal elder 
stories and more, the cultural centre is a 
wonderful look at the culture of the native land 
owners and tribes of the area. 

ntmotor Gagudju Dreaming package
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

Conditions: The competition commences 17 June 2013 with the last mail on 8 August 2013. Total prize pool is valued at $598. Entry is open to Northern Territory residents only who are members of AANT. The first entry 
drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 4/12 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at 2pm 9 August 2013. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. 
The winner will be published in the September 2013 issue of ntmotor, published 16 September. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount.  
The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 4/12 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

A GAGUDJU DREAMING HOLIDAy!WIN
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The market for sub-$40,000 SUVs is one  
of the largest and most competitive 
sections of the Australian car market. 
It seems there are new entrants to this 
category showing up every month, so the 
new fourth-generation CRV has to be up  
to the task to survive. 

VALUE FOR MONEY 
The base model CRV starts at $27,490 
for the 2.0-litre manual and tops out at 
$42,490 for the VTi-L 4WD. Generally, the 
range is quite well specced, with the mid-
range CRV the pick of the bunch for canny 
spenders. All have reversing camera and 
five-inch dash-mounted display screen, 
17-inch alloy wheels, Bluetooth phone and 
audio streaming and a clever one-touch 
rear seat folding system.

Beside the five-star ANCAP safety  
rating, it has a full suite of airbags and 
rollover sensors.

DESIGN AND FUNCTION
The CRV has been one of the front 
runners in compact SUV design, and the 
Toyota RAV4 and Subaru Forester also 

help to get the category started. Nowadays, 
most of these cars have moved away slightly 
from their outdoorsy origins and offer 2WD 
versions – the CRV is no exception. 

Honda’s focused on efficiency, making 
the new CRV shorter, lower and more 
aerodynamic, but it hasn’t come at the cost 
of good cargo space. There’s even a full-size 
spare wheel under the floor.

The seat height is ideal for most, making 
it easy to get in and out of and the tilt and 
reach-adjustable steering adds to the 
overall good ergonomics package. 

ON THE ROAD
Both the 2.0 and 2.4-litre engines have the 
typical Honda trait in that they like to rev, 
but higher revving engines also need to  
be kept to their maintenance schedule.  
It also means that performance at lower  
revs is not that flash in either the six-speed  
manual or the five-speed automatic 
transmission variants. 

The CRV has Honda’s EcoAssist system 
which is a driver assistance program, where 

the dash lights change from white to 
green, based on how eco-friendly your 
driving has been, presumably to teach you 
better driving habits.

The electrically assisted steering is quite 
light, which makes for ease of parking, but 
it can lack feel at higher speeds.

SUMMARY
The CRV is a car with a solid reputation, 
but with competitors like the Mazda CX5 
and new RAV4, it runs the risk of being an 
‘also-ran’.

new car reviews

Honda 
CRV

POWER

140kW @ 7000rpm

TORqUE

222Nm @ 4400rpm

PRICE AS TESTED

$42,490

FUEL CONSUMPTION

9.4L/100km

GREEN VEHICLE GUIDE RATING

★ ★ ★ ★
CRASH RATING (ANCAP)

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
WARRANTY

3 years/100,000km
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The Pulsar name was synonymous with 
good value in a Japanese small car. Some 
marketing ‘guru’ renamed it Tiida. Seven 
years later, the Pulsar is back and so is the 
value; the guru’s gone.

VALUE FOR MONEY
The base model starts at $19,990, which 
Nissan says is the same price as a Pulsar in 
1996. The top-of-the-range Ti has a drive 
away price of $31,660; we tested the mid-
range ST-L.  

All models get alloy wheels, cruise 
control and six air bags, hands-free 
Bluetooth, MP3 and iPod connectivity, but 
not Bluetooth audio streaming.

DESIGN AND FUNCTION
Nissan has made good use of the 
available space by creating room where 
it’s most needed. It has a massive boot, as 
well as good rear occupant legroom and 
space. It could’ve been more practical if 
Nissan had included a fold-down split rear 
seat. Large door openings make getting 
in easier, and once you’re in, you’re 
comfortably hosted in soft, comfortable 
seats. Decent lateral support is missing, 

which you realise when going around 
corners with any force. There are  
the old peculiarities hanging over  
from its left-hand-drive origin, with  
the handbrake on the left side of  
the console.

Currently, it’s only available as a 
sedan, but a hatch will be available  
in June.

ON THE ROAD
There’s only one engine available: the  
1.8-litre petrol engine, but there’s the 
choice of six-speed manual or a CVT 
–  we tested the CVT variant. It does 
get a bit confused with hills or sudden 
throttle pedal movement, so wait while 
it chooses the correct ratio to use, 
especially as it’s underpowered. On the 
positive side, we achieved a good  
fuel economy of around 7L/100km 
during testing.

Being a city car, the Pulsar is easy 
to park, with light steering and a tight 
turning circle. Nissan has also tailored 
the soft ride for the city at the expense 
of surer handling at higher speeds.

Nissan 
Pulsar ST-L 

Sedan

SUMMARY
The Pulsar is a spacious city car, but unlike 
many other cars in this segment, it’s not a 
complete all-rounder.

All AANT tests are conducted under the road-testing and 
scoring regime of the Australia’s Best Cars awards, which are 
announced each December.

POWER

96kW @6000 rpm

TORqUE

174Nm @ 4400rpm

PRICE AS TESTED

$23,650

FUEL CONSUMPTION

7L/100km

GREEN VEHICLE GUIDE RATING

★ ★ ★ ★
CRASH RATING (ANCAP)

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
WARRANTY

3 years/100,000km

Find out more by contacting the 
AANT Technical Advisory Service  
on 1300 661 466.
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There’s only one engine variant 
available: the 1.8-litre; it’s an engine that 
needs to be revved to get the best out of 
it, as it’s a bit sluggish at lower speeds. 
This is much easier to manage in the six-
speed manual; the optional four-speed 
auto isn’t quite up to the task of keeping 
the high-revving 1.8-litre engine in the 
power zone. 

We haven’t heard any report of major 
common problems and the Celica’s 
generally a reliable vehicle if it hasn’t  
been modified. 

Stylish, reliable and a bit of fun, the 
Celica is a modern-day Toyota classic  
that will age slowly.

All car reviews are compiled by AANT Head of Technical and 
Automotive and Australia’s Best Cars judge, Mark Borlace.

Prices shown for used cars are approximate dealer retail prices 
for vehicles in average-to-good condition. These  
prices will vary depending upon vehicle condition and 
kilometres travelled. Source – Glass’s guide. For full range  
of prices, contact AANT Technical Advisory Service  
on 1300 661 466. 

The Celica name has been around since 
the 70s, leaving the market in 2007; 
and although often referred to as the 
‘hairdresser’s sports car’ for its good looks 
and moderate performance, it did have 
Toyota reliability.

There are two body types: a three-door 
‘liftback’ and a two-door coupe. You’re 
more likely to find a liftback, as they were 
more practical and popular; however, both 
suffered from limited rear visibility and 
the rear seats are only for short trips with 
adults or general transport for the kids.

All models came with dual airbags 
(the ZR also has side air bags) and cruise 
control. For those with a nostalgic side, the 
ZR also has a cassette player.

As with most Toyotas, the major 
services are at 40,000km intervals, and the 
80,000km service is approximately $750. 
If the used car you’re looking at is close to 
these intervals, factor the service cost into 
the value you offer.

Also, the ‘in tank’ fuel filter needs to be 
replaced at 80,000km and is a complicated 
job that adds to the service bill. The 
Celica doesn’t have a timing belt, so that’s 
one less thing to worry about, but it’s 
important to check the service record of all 
cars you look at to make sure they’ve been 
looked after. 

PRICe RAnGe
Toyota Celica SX (manual) $14,400–$18,500 
Toyota Celica ZR (manual) $15,900–$20,100

PRICe wHen new
Toyota Celica SX (manual) $39,300 + ORC
Toyota Celica ZR (manual) $44,700 + ORC

AVeRAGe KIlOmeTReS
105,000km

CRASH RATInG (AnCAP) 
Not tested

GReen VeHICle GuIDe RATInG
Not rated

Toyota 
Celica  
2006

used car review
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mechanical repairers
WINNELLIE Winnellie Auto Ctr 1–8 
370 Stuart Highway 8984 4448

WINNELLIE NT Auto Repairs 
9 Steele Street 8947 4746

WOOLNER 
Auto Inspection and Road Service 
15/34 Bishop Street 8981 7333 

WOOLNER Paul’s Service Centre 
6 Charlton Court 8941 1322

yARAWONGA Atic Mechanical Repairs 
17 Beresford Road 8932 2002

specialist repairers 
automotive windscreens
ALICE SPRINGS 
Trusty Glass (O’Brien Glass agent) 
31 North Stuart Highway  8952 3322

STUART PARk O’Brien Glass 
38 Stuart Highway         8981 4612

automatic transmissions
yARRAWONGA Mick Taylor Automatics 
4618 McEnzie Place 8983 1231

automotive electrician
COCONUT GROVE 
A&C Automotive Electrics• 
Unit 1/6 Travers Street  8948 1244

diesel specialists
BERRIMAH MTQ Engine Systems 
20 Anictomatis Road 8984 3953 

crash repairers 
ALICE SPRINGS Andrew Paterson  
Crash Repairs, 49 Priest Street 8952 6360

BERRIMAH Berrimah Panel Works 
1140 McMillans Road 8984 3137

DARWIN Darwin Crash Repairs 
2 Finniss Street 8981 4000

WINNELLIE B & S Body Works 
85 Winnellie Road 8947 2251

mechanical repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Peter Kittle Motor Co 
46 Stuart Highway         8952 5500

BERRIMAH Hidden Valley Auto Ctr  
9 Hidden Valley Road 8947 0060

CASUARINA Ultra Tune 1–8 
3 Dripstone Road 8945 2122

COCONUT GROVE 
Ben’s Automotive Service Centre 
47 De Lator Street 8985 5455

COCONUT GROVE Prompt Auto Repairs Pty Ltd 
14 Travers Street         8985 6733

DARWIN Carmech  
5–7 Carey Street 8942 3342

DARWIN  
Professionals Choice Automotive Group  
70 McMinn Street 8942 0460

HUMPTy DOO All Rural Mechanical  
5 Vereker Street 8988 9746

PALMERSTON Palmerston Mechanical Centre 
51 Georgina Crescent 8932 2532 

PALMERSTON Ultra Tune 
3 Muluka Street 8931 3411

STUART PARk Darwin Mitsubishi, Suzuki,  
Land Rover, Volvo 
34 Stuart Highway 8946 4444

STUART PARk Brian Turner Automotive 
35 Stuart Highway 8981 9191

Automobile Association of the Northern Territory 

approved repairers

mechanical repairer  
categories
1 Engine tune-up

2 Minor engine repair and vehicle servicing

3 Major engine repair

4 Steering and suspension

5 Brakes 

6 Electrical

7 Clutch, manual transmission and rear axle

8 Automatic transmission 

9 Air c onditioning

Where no categories are shown, 
the repairer is approved in all nine.

•AANT Battery Service Centre

Modern engines may give the impression of invincible reliability with 
minimum maintenance, but a vital element to maximising the performance 
of your engine is the condition and requirements of the engine oil. 

Manufacturers recommend checking the various fluid levels of your vehicle 
on a regular basis, generally when the car’s cold. Having the correct amount 
of oil in your engine is very important. Too much can cause premature wear 
of the piston rings and damage to the cylinders; too little could result in 
severe engine damage through a lack of oil pressure, causing the moving 
parts within the engine to fail. 

If there’s a problem, you’ll likely notice the oil warning light illuminated on 
your dash, or a knocking sound, both of which occur before engine failure. 
Needless to say, this can be an expensive and avoidable repair.

To err on the side of caution is the best option, and check your engine oil 
level once or twice a month to ensure it’s on the appropriate full mark.

Do I need to check my oil level on  
a modern vehicle?

Find out more by calling AANT's Technical Advisory Service on 1300 661 466.

motoring

Ask an expert…

Image © iStockphoto.
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About 60 million years ago, a chunk of the 
earth began heaving skyward to form the 
Adelaide Hills. Since then, the hills have 
been tastefully decorated with vineyards, 
orchards, all sorts of plants and animals 
and a number of quaint villages. If you're 
staying on the Adelaide plains, it’s nice to 
know that within 40 minutes we can be in 
another world; a place of winding country 
roads, lush green valleys, breathtaking 
views and delicious strawberries. Never has 
a region been more suitable for a day trip.

Any time is a good time to visit, but the 
hills are at their most colourful in autumn, 
when the leaves blaze with fiery reds and 
oranges. And nowhere are these splashes 
of colour more vivid than at the Mount 
Lofty Botanic Garden, just down from the 
summit. The garden showcases temperate 
climate plants from around the globe and 
is divided into zones representing world 
regions or specific species. Here, you  
can stroll through South American  

John Pedler takes a day trip through the colourful Adelaide Hills.

The Hills are alive

travel

Gully, Rhododendron Gully and Fern  

Gully, before taking a breather on Dwarf 

Conifer Lawn. For a full autumnal blast, 

check out the oaks, maples and birches in 

the arboretum.

Then it’s only a short trip up the road 

to Mount Lofty lookout, where you’ll be 

rewarded with spectacular views across  

the city to the sparkling blue waters of  

Gulf St Vincent.

Nearby, Cleland Wildlife Park is an 

exciting destination for South Australians 

to show off to their overseas visitors. Set 

amongst native bush, it’s like an open-

range safari park, and there are plenty of 

opportunities for close encounters with the 

furred and feathered locals. With a bag of 

feed in hand, it’s easy to be popular as you 

wander among the kangaroos, wallabies 

and emus. With echidnas, Tassie devils, 

dingoes, wombats and bilbies added to 

the mix, Cleland is a real who’s who of 

Australian fauna. What’s more, you can 
even cuddle a koala and there are also a 
couple of fantastic walk-through aviaries 
and a spooky nocturnal exhibit.  

It’s easy to while away a few hours at 
Cleland, so in the spirit of the day trip, let’s 
pretend this is a particularly long day, or 
perhaps you’ve chosen to stay overnight at 
a charming little bed and breakfast tucked 
away in a valley somewhere.

Just across the freeway you’ll find the 
leafy towns of Stirling and Aldgate. From 
Aldgate, follow Mount Barker Road through 
Bridgewater, en route to that little piece 
of Germany in the hills: Hahndorf. German 
settlers arrived in South Australia aboard 
the Zebra in 1838. With the help of the 
ship’s Danish captain, Dirk Hahn, they were 
able to secure the land that later became 
the village they named in his honour. 

Lined with 100-year-old elms and plane 
trees, the town’s lively main street is a 
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diverse mix of craft shops, al fresco eateries, 
galleries and stores selling German cakes, 
pastries and smallgoods. Many of the old 
buildings remain intact, adding to the 
town’s rustic charm. 

The Hahndorf Academy has been, 
among other things, a school, a seminary 
and a nursing home. By the early 1960s it 
was facing demolition but was saved and 
now plays host to regular art exhibitions 
and also houses a small German migration 
museum. It’s worth a visit just to see  
the remarkable model house built by  
17-year-old W.A. Altmann in 1912, using  
only a pocketknife.

For a real treat, head out of town to 
The Cedars, the home of artist Hans 
Heysen from 1912 until his passing in 1968. 
Following a very successful exhibition in 
Melbourne, he purchased a small house 
and the 40-acre property surrounding it. 

LEFT TO RIGHT: Autumn colours in the Adelaide 
Hills; Hahndorf Inn; feeding a kangaroo at 
Cleland Wildlife Park. 

Images © Bill Robinson, SATC.

AANT Members receive exclusive 
discounts on travel to SA aboard 
The Ghan. Find out more or book 
by calling 8925 5901, visiting  
www.aant.com.au or dropping into 
the AANT Shop.

Some years later he bought two adjacent 
properties for the sole purpose of  
preserving his beloved gum trees, giving  
him a total holding of 150 acres. Over the 
years, the house has undergone major 
extensions and The Cedars is still owned  
by the Heysen family. 

Knowledgeable guides conduct tours of 
this magnificent home, which contains many 
of Heysen’s original works. These tours also 
include a visit to his purpose-built studio 
set among the trees of this sprawling estate. 
Visitors keen to see these surrounds through 
the artist’s eyes can follow a walking trail to 
some his favourite locations, where artworks 
have been set up to show his interpretation 
of the view. 

From here you can either head back to 
Adelaide via the freeway, or take a very 
pleasant drive through Balhannah, Carey 
Gully and Uraidla. This winding country road 

passes through a mixture of dense native 
forest and storybook-like farmlands, where 
fruit trees and market gardens pattern the 
slopes, and vineyards lay draped over  
rolling hills. 

In a part of the world blessed with so many 
things to see and do, this is just one day trip 
in a region that would take a lifetime of day 
trips to fully explore. 

The Statesman was Holden’s replacement for the Brougham and was built on 
the longer wagon wheelbase. Interestingly, this iconic car was never marketed 
as a Holden, but rather just as the Statesman. It features a 308 V8 engine, with a 
distinguishing split front grille. 

For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT Membership  
Number on the back of – or inside – an envelope and post it to:

ntmotor model car competition 
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.  
GPO Box 2584 
DARWIN NT 0801

WIN A mODel HOlDen STATeSmAn De VIlle

Conditions: The competition commences 17 June 2013 with the last mail on 8 August 2013. Total prize pool is valued at $59.95. Entry is open to Northern Territory residents only who are members of AANT. The first entry drawn that 
fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 4/12 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at 2pm 9 August 2013. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will 
be published in the September 2013 issue of ntmotor, published 16 September. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the Automobile 
Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 4/12 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.
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Got an event you’d like promoted? Email ntmotor@raa.com.au

14–20 JULY
National Blood Donor Week

Australia wide

Take the time to thank the special  
people in Australia who donate blood  
and save lives. Help celebrate the larger milestones to 
encourage donors to keep giving and provide motivation 
to others to get involved. 
www.donateblood.com.au

25–27 JULY
Royal Darwin Show

Darwin

Experience the best of the 
Territory at the 2013 Royal Darwin Show. See displays and 
demonstrations, animals, livestock, horticulture, cooking and 
crafts, plus a vintage car exhibition and Beaut Utes. There’s 
lots of free entertainment and a spectacular fireworks finale. 
www.darwinshow.com.au

22–23 JUNE 
Beyond Religion 
Darwin Convention Centre

For the first time, the 14th Dalai Lama of Tibet  
will visit Darwin as part of his Australian tour.  
There'll be a series of events, with the  
messages of his most recent book,  
Beyond Religion: Ethics for a Whole World.  
www.dalailamainaustralia.org

8–25 AUGUST
Darwin Festival

Darwin

This 18-day celebration of Darwin is packed  
with free outdoor events, theatre, dance,  
music, comedy and sensational food.  
Make the most of the dry season,  
as the city comes to life.  
www.darwinfestival.org.au

3 AUGUST
Lingalonga Festival 
Batchelor

This year’s festival is run in conjunction with celebrations  
for 60 years of Batchelor. Market stalls, exhibitions, social 
cricket and more will be open during the day, before a  
host of events through the night, all held at the Adelaide  
River Showgrounds. 
www.lingalonga.org

27 JULY
Australian Outback Marathon

Uluru and kata Tjuta

Experience an Australian running event like no other. Runners 
can feel the kilometres slip by as they take in the awe-inspiring 
sight of Uluru and Kata Tjuta, and spectators can take up a spot 
anywhere along the course to cheer their family and friends to 
the end. 
australianoutbackmarathon.com

17 AUGUST
Henley-on-Todd Regatta

Alice Springs

Join in, have fun, or just enjoy the hilarity from the 
sidelines, to help raise much-needed funds for 
charity. From the Grand Parade and the beach sprint, 
to sand shovelling and a lolly scramble for the kids, 
there’s plenty of entertainment for everyone. 
www.henleyontodd.com.au 

10 AUGUST
Katherine Country Music Muster

katherine

Enjoy country music the Katherine way, with this non-stop 
festival featuring sounds from around the country.  
With performances by Australian country stars and  
local musicians, there’s plenty to see and do to get  
into the spirit. Plus, there’s plenty for the kids. 
www.kcmm.com.au 

10 AUGUST
National Indigenous Music Awards 
Darwin

Help celebrate the great Indigenous music coming out of 
Australia, and honour contemporary and traditional artists. 
Since going national in 2011, the awards are at the forefront 
of recognising excellence and celebrating the talents of 
Indigenous musicians and songwriters around the country.  
www.nima.musicnt.com.au

13 JULY
Lasseter’s Camel Cup

Blatherskite Park, Alice Springs

This ironic, quirky and well-loved race is back for  
another year. Join in the entertaining and unpredictable  
fun of camel racing, and support the brazen – and  
sometimes crazy – riders. There’ll be belly dancers, rickshaw 
races, rides, stalls and an all-round carnival atmosphere.  
www.camelcup.com.au 

what's on NT
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Save 10%* at Repco

 Best daily rates less 4% and  
other exclusive benefits

Save 10% on tyres, wheel alignment 
and tyre and wheel packages*

Save up to 15%^  
on a wide range  

of products

10% discount 
on campervan 

hire

20% off eyewear*

5% off pre-purchased  
Woolworths WISH Gift Cards

20% off flowers and gifts

Every 5th trade brokerage free

Members save 10% on  
travel insurance*

Member-exclusive deals

Up to 10% off eligible policies*

Save $11 on your next battery*

Save up to 10% on a wide  
range of products

*^Terms and conditions apply. Visit aant.com.au/membership/membersavings for more information.

Take your AANT card shopping and save*

member benefits
more for members
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*Terms and conditions apply. Offers are valid until 31 October 2013. Free day and weekend upgrade offers can not be used in conjunction with each other. Free day offers are based on time and kilometre 
charges only (unlimited kms at metro, 200kms at country and 100kms at remote locations) and excludes optional and extra charges. For more information on the reduced liability or damage waiver 
products please speak to a consultant. Free baby seat hire is subject to availability. Only 1 seat hire per rental period. Available at Thrifty locations in Australia and New Zealand only. Must quote AANT 
Membership number at time of booking and show a valid AANT Membership card at time of vehicle collection. Drivers must meet the standard age, driver’s license and credit requirements of Thrifty. All 
rentals are subject to the terms and conditions of the rental agreement. For full terms and conditions go to aant.com.au. 2THR196

Simply quote the promotion code when you book

aant.com.au/thrifty

08 8925 5901
Visit the AANT Darwin office

Rent 12 days
pay FOR 10*

FREE child seat hire
Reduced liability on
passenger vehicles
Enter the promo code AAA003

tHRIFty saVInGs GaLORe

Rent 7 days
pay FOR 6*

FREE child seat hire
Reduced liability on
passenger vehicles
Enter the promo code AAA001

tHRIFty saVInGs GaLORe

weekend
upGRade*

FREE child seat hire
Reduced liability on
passenger vehicles
Enter the promo code AAA002

tHRIFty saVInGs GaLORe

Discounts apply
on the best rate of the day*


