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To join call 8925 5901, visit www.aant.com.au or any AANT office.  
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Helen Galton

AANT Council farewells Helen Galton, who after six-and-
a-half years with the Association has decided to relinquish 
her position on the Council. Helen has served as member of 
Council since December 2004 and acted as Vice President for 
three years from December 2007 till December 2010.  
Her experience, warmth and sincerity will be sadly missed.

Sharon Winks 

AANT Council extends a warm welcome to Sharon Winks, 
replacing retiring Council member Helen Galton. 

Sharon is currently Chief Barker of Variety NT and is a consultant 
in management and governance; she has worked in executive 

roles with the Northern Territory Government and internationally 
with the World Bank, United Nations Development Program 

and AusAid on capacity building of governance in government agencies.

HeLLOS ANd GOOdByeS!

BY MARIJA FILIPOVIC
editor

AnnuAl GenerAl meetinG
Members are advised that the 48th General Meeting of the Automobile Association of Northern 
Territory Inc. (AANT) will be held on Tuesday 18 October 2011.

Pursuant to Rule 29(b)(vi) of the Rules of the Association, members are advised that notice of any 
business which members wish to have dealt with at the meeting must be submitted in writing, 
duly proposed and seconded, before Thursday 1 September 2011.

Members are further advised that, pursuant to Rule 19(f) of the Rules of the Association, 
nomination for election to the AANT Council must be submitted in writing before Monday 1 
August 2011.

Copies of the prescribed AANT Councillor Nomination form are available by written request or 
by telephoning the AANT General Manager on (08) 8925 5901. 

Member business and election nominations should be addressed to:

AANT president 
Automobile Association of Northern Territory Inc.  
GpO Box 2584 
dARWIN  NT  0801

welcome inbrief

A hot & cold Picnic seriesWIN
This edition, ntmotor is giving readers the chance  
to win a Hot & Cold Picnic Series. 

The cooler bag is ideal for lunches, sports and  
in the car and comes with a complete picnic set!

Features include:
•	 	30-piece,	4-person	picnic	chest	 

with insulated food section
•	 	30-can	capacity
•	 Leak-proof	welded	lining

For your chance to win, write your name, address and  
AANT membership number on the back of – or inside – an envelope and post it to:

ntmotor Hot & Cold Carry picnic Series competition
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GpO Box 2584
dARWIN  NT  0801

Conditions: The competition commences 14 June 2011 with the last mail on 29 July 2011. Prize values in Australian dollars. Total prize pool 
is valued at $65.95. Entry is open to Northern Territory residents only who are members of the AANT. This first entry drawn that fulfils the 
competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin, at 2pm 1 August 2011. The winner will 
be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the September issue of ntmotor, published 
12 September 2011. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. 
The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc, 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529. 

Learning to drive is a rite of passage for 

many teens. Many of us would be able 

to remember the nervous excitement 

sitting behind the wheel for the first 

time. However, for many parents and 

instructors, this time marks a whole new 

challenge and can prove to be stressful 

and confronting. With this is mind, it 

brings us great pleasure to announce that 

AANT has been involved in launching 

the keys2drive program in the Northern 

Territory – an initiative which aims to 

educate new drivers, their supervisors and 

instructors in safe-driving practices and 

assists in building supportive relationships 

between all of the parties involved in this 

process. Turn to page 6 for more details 

about the program launch and the many 

benefits afforded to student drivers and 

their families. 

And from one great program to the next 

– the Variety NT Bash is back again in 

2011, raising much-needed funding and 

awareness for kids with special needs.  

For more details about this year’s bash 

and the wonderful work the Variety 

Children’s Charity does for our community, 

turn to page 10. 

If you’re after a winter getaway, we’ve got 

you covered in this edition. Indulge in 

the sights, sounds and, most importantly, 

tastes of South Australia’s gourmet regions 

(page 20), or if you’re looking to get off 

the beaten track, perhaps an explorative 

journey through Queensland’s outback will 

be more to your liking (page 22). 

And don’t forget, until 30 June, new 

members joining AANT can save 

themselves $40 – find out more on page 8. 

Safe motoring!

 

Marija Filipovic

4  jun 2011



 

BY ROBERT BRADLEY
AAnt President

AANT (in its 48 years of existence) has 
conferred a life membership on Neil 
Plumb, Captain Tom Millner, Ray Grimshaw 
and Eddie and Greta Quong for their 
long and outstanding contributions 
to the organisation. The Council has 
recently conferred life membership on 
Brian Measey. As a Councillor for 14 years 
he made an outstanding contribution 
to the organisation, which has been 
acknowledged by his colleagues.

Debating the merits of taxing carbon 
dioxide is beyond the brief of AANT and 
the Australian Automobile Association, but 
we do lobby to protect the interests  
of our members.

Motorists are already overtaxed!

Under the Rudd Government’s proposed 
Carbon Tax it was agreed to offset any 
price increase caused by the tax with a 
reduction in the excise payable. We argue 
that if the tax goes ahead, reducing the 
excise by a similar amount is similarly 
warranted.

The link between better roads and road 
safety is well established. In the NT Budget 
the Commonwealth (which funds the 
National Network) and NT Governments 
have made major commitments to 
improved and safer roads. Some of the 
highlights:

•	 	construction	of	new	overtaking	
opportunities at selected sections of  
the Stuart Highway between Darwin  
and Katherine

•	 	construction	of	road	safety	infrastructure	
on targeted sections of the Northern 
Territory National Network

•	 	continuing	flood	immunity	
improvements on selected sections of 
the Northern Territory National Network

•	 	strengthening	and	widening	selected	
sections of the Northern Territory rural 
arterial roads and selected secondary 
and local roads

•	 	strengthening	and	
widening 
targeted 
sections of 
the Arnhem 
Highway. 

Bob Bradley

Robert Bradley

AANT President

insight

A model ford Xc fAlcon Gs hArdtoPWIN
Released: December 1976

At the time of release Ford retailed this coupe for $6337, with the GS option replacing 
the GT, a decision that angered Ford fans at the time and which was to be reversed 
many years on.

For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT membership number on 
the back of – or inside – an envelope and post it to:

ntmotor Ford XC Falcon GS Hardtop competition
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GpO Box 2584
dARWIN  NT  0801

Conditions: The competition commences 14 June 2011 with the last mail on 29 July 2011. Prize values in Australian dollars. Total prize pool 
is valued at $39.95. Entry is open to Northern Territory residents only who are members of the AANT. This first entry drawn that fulfils the 
competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin, at 2pm 1 August 2011. The winner will 
be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the September issue of ntmotor, published 
12 September 2011. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. 
The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc, 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529. 

COMpeTITION WINNeRS
Congratulations to Tim Bourke, the winner of our ‘Thrifty WIN Car Hire  
for a year’ competition. 

After 15 years with our Western Australian affiliates, RACWA, Tim made the move to the 
Northern Territory three years ago and became an AANT premium member shortly after.

Currently working as a diesel fitter at the Darwin City Council, Tim used his AANT 
member discount at Thrifty to hire a car in February when visiting family back in 
Western Australia. 

Tim says he couldn’t be happier about the win and his smile says it all!

Above: Tim Bourke – winner ‘Thrifty WIN Car Hire for a Year’ being presented with the keys to the Hyundai i30 
by Managing Director Thrifty NT, Brian Measey.

Congratulations to the following winners from ntmotor March 2011.

Car Battery: Mrs Kaylene Hurn – Wulagi

Ford XL Falcon deluxe utility: Mr Roland Maddocks – Alice Springs

Baby Capsule: Ella Stehle – Rapid Creek 
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carsafety

For teenagers, learning to drive is an exciting taste 
of independence – but for many mums or dads who 
teach them, it’s up there with divorce or moving 
house as one of life’s most stressful experiences.

keys2driVe
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The Territory Government provides
a 24 hour, 7 day a week road reporting service.

You can log on or phone our freecall number 
at any time to check road conditions throughout the
Northern Territory.

Freecall 1800 246 199
www.roadreport.nt.gov.au

Know the road
                  before you GO!

Although learners are the safest group of drivers on Australian 

roads, the risk of a crash skyrockets the moment the L-plate is 

switched to a P-plate, which is why a new, free scheme is designed 

to defuse stress and combat over-confidence, poor risk assessment 

and other bad habits that novice drivers pick up.

In April, the keys2drive program was launched in the Northern 

Territory by Senator Trish Crossin and AAA President, Ray Grigg. 

The program offers new drivers and their supervisors professional 

coaching, bringing them together in a positive environment, which 

helps to ease the stress levels among all involved. The scheme – 

which has been well received across Australia – is also a potential 

lifesaver, according to former schoolteacher and keys2drive 

National Program Manager, Ben Haythorpe.

‘Whether I’m in Darwin or Dubbo, I see the same tragic mistakes 

made by P-platers time and time again’, says Haythorpe.

 ‘Teenage exuberance, coupled with risk taking and excessive 

speed, contributes to serious crashes all the time, which is why 

I’m glad to be involved in this national program, which is trying to 

tackle a national problem.’

 keys2drive, which is federally funded to supply 200,000 free 

lessons nationally, has won plaudits for the way it helps new drivers 

to assess their own behaviour and question their own decisions – 

throughout their Ls, Ps and beyond.

It also fosters a positive relationship between the teenager, their 

supervisor and specially accredited driving instructors such as 

Andrew Szauer, of Andrew’s Driving School in Darwin, who’s seen it 

all before when it comes to in-car stress.

Shouting at the learner is one of the biggest mistakes parents 

make, he says, coupled with driving around the same practice route 

again and again.

‘This [keys2drive] coaching technique has been the way I have 

always done it anyway, I just question a mistake and ask what went 

wrong’, he says. ‘The day will come they’ll be on their own and I 

won’t be able to whisper what went wrong.’

Andrew advises parents to try and predict what might happen 

during the drive. ‘Be three steps ahead of them so everyone 

doesn’t freak them out if something goes wrong,’ he said.

‘You’ve got to have the same mentality as the learner, in a way.’

During a keys2drive session, both learner and supervisor undergo 
theory and practical tuition, based on a teaching technique called 
‘Find	Your	Own	Way’,	using	self-assessment	and	reflection.	It	is	
not designed to replace normal driving lessons; instead, it aims to 
empower learners and make them safer drivers.

It is during this process that any bad habits among supervisors 
are identified and nipped in the bud. After all, for many parents it 
might have been decades since they were last involved in a driving 
lesson themselves.

Andrew is one of hundreds of instructors nationwide who have 
signed up to the keys2drive program, which, with a rigorous 
accreditation process, is also designed to raise standards among 
the driver tuition industry. This includes the requirement to teach in 
a vehicle with a high safety rating.

Teachers, like driving instructors, also have a crucial role to play 
in promoting safe driving. Staff and students at Casuarina Senior 
College attended the NT keys2drive launch, and Principal Lyn 
Elphinstone believes it’s extremely important to get the road safety 
message out to teens.

‘I would encourage all students and parents to take up the 
opportunity of a free keys2drive lesson’, she said.

‘Young people can be overconfident when they get their licence 
and this program helps to address that.’

Among the first in the territory to try out the program was 
16-year-old Casuarina student Mathilde Gordon who gave the 
whole experience the thumbs up.

‘I really enjoyed the lesson’, she said afterwards. ‘It’s opened my 
eyes to a new way of thinking.’

ABOuT KeyS2dRIve

Introduced in NT in April, the national keys2drive program 
was developed by the Australian Automobile Association 
(AAA) and is backed by AANT and sister motoring clubs. In 
a 45-minute practical driving lesson, accredited keys2drive 
instructors give supervisors (usually a parent) a range of tips 
and strategies on how to be effective mentors when teaching 
how to drive, ensuring older drivers don’t inadvertently pass 
on wrong advice or bad habits.  
For more information, and to book a free lesson,  
visit www.keys2drive.com.au
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“Engineered for Excellence,
 Designed for Life”

HOTLINE 1300 656 599
www.fl exiglass.com.au

Australia’s Largest Range of
CANOPIES

H I G H  P R O F I L E  C A N O PYCO M B O  C A N O PY  & T R AY

S M O OT H  S P O R T S  C A N O PY

S M O OT H  S P O R T S  L I D

Flexiglass WorkEzy Range

membership

With a whole host of benefits for members, from technical advice to travel discounts,  
AANT membership offers so much more than simple roadside assistance. For a limited time, 
there’s no excuse not sign up, with our ‘Waive the Joining Fee’ promotion promising even 
more savings. 

If members sign up between 30 May and 30 June, AANT will 
waive the usual $40 joining fee that’s applicable to all members.* 
Now is the perfect time for non-members to get onboard 
with AANT or for current members to sign additional family 
members up to their group membership and enjoy the rewards. 

AANT offers members exclusive holiday savings, with 10 
per cent discounts when pre-purchasing tickets to places like 
Dreamworld, Warner Bros Movie World and Sea World. Plus, 
there’s a 10 per cent saving on domestic and international 
insurance policies. 

As a member you will also be eligible for a 10 per cent 
discount on car, boat and home insurance policies through the 
Territory Insurance Office, and the members-only Show Your 

Card & Save program also helps you to save at places like Thrifty, 
Drummond Golf and OPSM.  
For full savings, see page 14 of this edition of ntmotor.

And of course there are savings for your vehicle. Our AANT Plus 
or Premium Member packages offer generous savings on AANT 
branded batteries and also help out when it comes time to buy your 
next car – with special pricing on AANT inspections and access to 
the AANT Technical Advice Hotline on 1300 661 466.

AANT membership is packed with value for you and the whole 
family. For more details on how to join and make the most of your 
membership, visit www.aant.com.au.

* Only applies to new AANT members, not members upgrading to a higher level of 
membership as joining fees do not apply. Does not apply when joining on the roadside.

We’re waiving and you’re saving!
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Waste into wealth 
The CSIRO and leading Australian and UK universities are looking to find ways to transform waste plant  
material into a sustainable, low-emission fuel for the world’s motoring vehicles. 

An $8.3 million CSIRO Energy Transformed Cluster on Biofuels will develop new processes using  
enzyme biotechnology techniques to produce liquid fuels from waste plant feedstocks,  
with the potential to provide 30 per cent of Australia’s future transport needs.

 jargon buster:
plenum chamber

Put away the chains  
and armour, the plenum 

chamber is not a dungeon 
of torture but rather a panel 
below the front windscreen 
that houses the windscreen 

wiper mechanism. 

Although it sounds like something 
related to salads or maybe a piece 

of parsley or mint, in motoring a 
garnish panel refers to the boot 
lid to which the number plate is 

usually attached. 

garnish panel
 jargon buster:

did you 
know?  

Transport is the third largest 

producer of greenhouse gas 

emissions in Australia after 

the electricity industry and 

agriculture.

There’s	nothing	worse	than	being	stranded	in	your	car	with	a	flat	battery.	 
So, this edition ntmotor is giving readers the chance to win a new car battery. 

For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT membership number  
on the back of – or inside – an envelope and post it to:

ntmotor Car battery competition 
Automobile Association of the NT Inc. 
GpO Box 2584 
dARWIN NT 0801

Conditions: The competition commences 14 June 2011 with the last mail on 29 July 2011. Prize values in Australian dollars. Total prize pool is valued at 
$200. The winner will receive an exchange voucher up to the value of $200.00 valid for 12 months and may be redeemed at any AANT Battery outlet. 
The exchange voucher may only be redeemed once for one AANT battery up to the value of $200.00. Entry is open to Northern Territory residents 
only who are members of the AANT. This first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 79-81 
Smith Street, Darwin, at 2pm 1 August 2011. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published 
in the September issue of ntmotor, published 12 September 2011. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the 
Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc, 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529. 

A neW cAr BAtteryWIN

motornews

Images © iStockphoto
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Too often the ‘fun’ is forgotten in fundraising. The Variety NT Bash is one of those rare 
charities that embraces this concept and joins the drive to raise much-needed financial aid for 
special-needs children with adventure. 

Australian businessman and philanthropist Dick Smith can be 

credited as the one who got the ball rolling for the action-packed 

event. In 1985, along with a small group of friends, Smith launched 

a charity initiative that saw the crew cheat, bribe and laugh their 

way around the Australian outback.

Since then, the idea has grown in popularity and is held in each 

state of Australia on an annual basis. This year, Variety will be 

celebrating 20 years of Bashing in the Territory, making their way 

from the Daly Waters Pub on 7 August to the sunny Queensland 

town of Longreach. 

The seven-day trek sees motor enthusiasts and collectors take 

their jazzed-up, pre-1980 vehicles along some of the Territory’s most 

notorious dirt roads, visiting kids and schools along the way. 

The President of Variety NT, Sharon Winks, says the Bash is 

a celebration of hard work after a long year of fundraising by 

participants. ‘The Bashers work incredibly hard all year round  

to collect donations for the Variety Bash’, Ms Winks says. 

‘They	do	everything	from	holding	sausage	sizzles,	raffles,	quiz	
nights, parties, and working bees – anything you can think of, 
they’ve probably done it. The Bash is their chance is to have  
a holiday.’

Last year, the brave team of Bashers managed to raise over 
$360,000 for kids with special needs. This year, they hope to match 
that magnificent effort. ‘The 2010 effort was an exceptional one and 
this year we’re hoping to get over $300,000 again’, says Ms Winks.

Variety funding is focused on making the lives of children with 
special needs, and their families, more comfortable and enjoyable 
– whether they are dealing with disability, serious illness or 
behavioural problems.  

Funding can help with the purchasing of medical equipment, 
educational resources and transport costs. Last year’s efforts helped 
Variety NT purchase three Sunshine Coaches – two with wheelchair 
lifters – and fund an adventure camp for kids with special needs. It 
even enabled the charity to purchase football boots for the lauded 
Auskick program. 

BuffAloes to BrAhmAn  
Pioneering the way for children’s charities

10  jun 2011



As Ms Winks points out, Variety is also about easing the pressures 
on families. 

’Variety doesn’t only help those children who need extra attention 
– often their siblings and families suffer economically and socially 
because of the demands on their resources. We provide support 
for members of the family who might also miss out on regular 
schooling, access to technology or general needs as a result of this 
added pressure.’

Contrary to some understandings, the Variety NT Bash is not a 
rally or race. The annual event is an opportunity that joins like-
minded people in their efforts to help those in need, knowing that 
every dollar raised goes a long way towards moral and financial 
support for those who need it most. 

’Another advantage is that all the money stays right here in the 
Territory, so all the hard work we see from bashers and volunteers 
throughout the year is directly contributing to our own community’, 
says Ms Winks. 

Registration will be on Saturday 6 August between 4 pm and 
6 pm and is open for anyone over the age of 18 with a pre-1980s 
vehicle that is in good working order. The bash commences on 
Sunday with dinner and entertainment provided at the Daly Waters Pub. 

For more information or to get involved, visit www.varietynt.org.au.

www.aant.com.au  11

Bridgestone Australia Ltd.
For your nearest Bridgestone Authorised Dealer, 
visit our website www.bridgestone.com.au

SAVE  
UP TO  
5.7%  

OF YOUR  
FUEL  

COSTS

CONVENTIONAL
TYRE

Conventional tyre Bridgestone Ecopia tyre

50m 55m 60m 65m 70m 75m 80m 85m

42% DIFFERENCE
WHEN EQUAL
FORCE IS APPLIED

LOWER ROLLING RESISTANCE ENABLES ECOPIA EP100 TYRES  
TO ROLL 42% FURTHER* THAN CONVENTIONAL TYRES.

INCREASE FUEL EFFICIENCY BY UP TO 5.7%

REDUCE CARBON EMISSIONS BY UP TO 5.8%

*Rolling resistance test conducted in 2010 by Bridgestone New Zealand Limited 
using 2 identical VW Golf’s fitted with tyres size 195/65R15. Both vehicles were 
rolled down a ramp from a height of 1.1m (back wheel height). The vehicle 
fitted with Ecopia tyres travelled an average of 85m and the vehicle fitted with 
conventional tyres travelled an average of 60m. This was a difference of 42%. Product 
independently tested in accordance with ADR 81/02 on two identical 2009 Corolla 
Ascent’s fitted with tyre size 195/65 R15 91H. Actual fuel consumption and CO2 
emissions depend on factors such as traffic conditions, vehicle condition and driving 
style. Ecopia tyre comparison performed against conventional tyres.

 
products.planetark.org



shopping
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APPROVED REPAIRERS

Call Vodafone NOW on 1300 139 062 or visit store.vodafone.com.au/aant

Great mobile, 
 unbelievable price

over 24 months. Total min cost $6961

Cap$29
HTC Legend™ 
$0 upfront on our 

 

10%  
monthly access fees2

When you sign up over  
the phone or online before 

31 August 2011 
Unless extended

off

1. Approved customers only. Minimum monthly spend is $29. Early exit fee: $29 x months left on contract. Unlocking fee applies. 2. Offer ends 31 August 2011 (unless extended) and is only available 
to AANT members. 10% off offer applies to GST exclusive price of the monthly access fee only & will be applied as a credit to each of your bills between months 1 – 24. 10% off applies to access 
fees only – charges for additional or excluded services will still apply & will not be discounted. AANT members must quote their card number at the time of connection to receive discount, and the 
connection must be in the name of that AANT member. Not available with any other offer, not transferable and not redeemable for cash. Not available to existing Vodafone customers who wish to 
upgrade. Vodafone Pty Limited ABN 76 062 954 554 DM11_010

Postpaid

Special AANT Member offer

terms And conditions
To obtain the benefits under the AANT Show Your Card & Save program, members must show their membership 
card in a participating retail outlet, or quote their member number if transacting via phone or internet, at the 
point of payment to the relevant benefit provider for goods or services provided.  It is the responsibility of the 
member to ask for the Show Your Card & Save benefit at the point of payment. The AANT gives no warranty 
in relation to any goods, services or information provided by Retail Partners participating in the program. 
Participation in the AANT Show Your Card & Save program is subject to the full Terms and Conditions of the 
program, which can be obtained from the AANT Darwin branch, 79–81 Smith Street, Darwin, NT 0800. Any 
offers extended under the p-rogram are subject to availability and subject to the Terms and Conditions imposed 
by Show Your Card & Save Partners and will not be redeemable for cash or kind.  Any benefits provided to 
the member cannot be transferred, assigned, sold or otherwise retained. For AANT Show Your Card & Save 
inquiries, phone 08 8925 5901 or visit www.aant.com.au
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NT AuTO RepAIReRS
After completing his apprenticeship in Italy, John Lovich came back to Australia, 
fell in love with the Northern Territory and took over the reins at NT Auto Repairs. 
After 29 years in the industry, and 15 years at Winnellie, John prides himself and 
his staff on their ability to offer high-quality, professional mechanical repairs and 
everyday servicing. Most of all, John and the team at NT Auto Repairs know that 
buying a car is often second only to a house and are keen to develop a deep 
trust to ensure quality care and a smile on the face of every customer. 

Pictured (left): (Left to right) John Lovich, Keith Burger and Josh Allen at NT Auto Repairers

O’BRIeN GLASS
Brent Tanner is relatively new to the team at O’Brien Glass, having come aboard 
just over two-and-a-half years ago, but he is adamant that their customer service 
and quality of work is world class. The Darwin branch has been servicing the area 
for 24 years, offering glass repair and replacement for vehicles or the home, shop 
or office. Their services are available 24 hours a day, 365 days of the year and 
you’re guaranteed fantastic staff and the highest standards of service.

Pictured (right): Brent Tanner at O'Brien Glass

approvedrepairers

mechanical repairers
STuART pARK  Darwin Mitsubishi, Suzuki, 
Ssangyong, Land Rover, Volvo 
34 Stuart Highway 8946 4444

STuART pARK Brian Turner Automotive 
35 Stuart Highway 8981 9191

WINNeLLIe  Winnellie Auto Ctr 1–8 
370 Stuart Highway 8984 4448

WINNeLLIe  NT Auto Repairs 
9 Steele Street 8947 4746

WOOLNeR Paul’s Service Centre 
6 Charlton Court 8941 1322 

specialist repairers 
automotive windscreens
ALICe SpRINGS 
Trusty Glass (O’Brien Glass agent) 
31 North Stuart Highway  8952 3322

STuART pARK   
O’Brien Glass 
38 Stuart Highway                              8981 4612

automatic transmissions
yARRAWONGA   
Mick Taylor Automatics 
4618 McEnzie Place 8983 1231

automotive electrician
COCONuT GROve 
A&C Automotive Electrics• 
Unit 1/6 Travers Street  8948 1244

crash repairers 
ALICe SpRINGS  Andrew Paterson  
Crash Repairs, 49 Priest Street 8952 6360

BeRRIMAH  Berrimah Panel Works 
1140 McMillans Road 8984 3137

dARWIN  Darwin Crash Repairs 
2 Finniss Street 8981 4000

WINNeLLIe  RJ Panel Works 
1427 Sadgroves Crescent 8984 4570

WINNeLLIe  B & S Body Works 
85 Winnellie Road 8947 2251

mechanical repairers
ALICe SpRINGS Peter Kittle Motor Co 
46 Stuart Highway                             8952 5500

BeRRIMAH  Hidden Valley Auto Ctr  
9 Hidden Valley Road 8947 0060

CASuARINA  Ultra Tune 1–8 
3 Dripstone Road 8945 2122

COCONuT GROve  
Ben’s Automotive Service Centre 
47 De Lator Street 8985 5455

COCONuT GROve 
Prompt Auto Repairs Pty Ltd 
14 Travers Street                               8985 6733

dARWIN  Bridge Toyota 
1 Stuart Highway 8946 0099

dARWIN  Carmech  
5–7 Carey Street 8942 3342

HuMpTy dOO 
All Rural Mechanical  
5 Vereker Street 8988 9746

pALMeRSTON 
Palmerston Mechanical Centre 
51 Georgina Crescent 8932 2532 

pALMeRSTON  Ultra Tune 
3 Muluka Street 8931 3411

STuART pARK 
Auto Inspection and Road Service 
15/34 Bishop Street 8981 7333

Automobile Association of the Northern Territory 

approved repairers

mechanical repairer  
categories
1 Engine tune-up
2 Minor engine repair and vehicle servicing
3 Major engine repair
4 Steering and suspension
5 Brakes 
6 Electrical
7 Clutch, manual transmission and rear axle
8 Automatic transmission 
9 Air c onditioning
Where no categories are shown, 
the repairer is approved in all nine.

•AANT Battery Service Centre
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         PRESIDENT’S REPORT         NEW CAR REVIEW

Honda is the forgotten hybrid car maker, 

having launched the original, quirky,  

two-door Insight back in 2004. 

VALUE FOR MONEY

Buying a car with hybrid technology 

cannot be argued on monetary value 

alone. However, for those wanting the 

environmental bragging rights of driving 

a hybrid, the two-model Insight range is 

affordable, with the base model VTi at 

$29,990 and the VTiL at $33,490.

While on the subject of price, the Insight is 

built on the Jazz platform and as some sort 

of offset to the higher cost, the Insight does 

have a reasonable level of standard features 

across the range, including electric power 

steering, dual front, side and curtain airbags, 

electronic stability control, cruise control, 

keyless entry, steering wheel-mounted 

paddle shifts, Bluetooth and reversing 

sensors. The car’s warranty is pretty standard 

fare at three years or 100,000 km; however, 

the battery has an eight-year warranty and 

unlimited kilometres.

newcar reviews

DESIGN AND FUNCTION

Honda has not taken the same full hybrid 

technology path as Toyota. Instead the 

company has developed a mild hybrid 

design, where the main source of power 

is a normal internal combustion engine 

with a small 1.3-litre 4-cylinder engine. This 

is economical, but alone doesn’t supply 

enough power for the whole range of driving 

conditions, so they add a 10-kW electric 

motor to assist the petrol engine when 

extra power is needed, such as overtaking 

or travelling up hills. The DC brushless 

electric motor also acts as a giant starter 

motor, so that when the vehicle comes to 

rest, the internal combustion engine can be 

turned off to save fuel. Theoretically, when 

the vehicle needs to move away again, the 

engine quickly restarts and you’re away. 

However, in reality there’s a slight delay you 

have to get used to.  

Body design is always a hard ask for 

vehicles that focus on fuel efficiency 

because the outside design needs to be as 

aerodynamic as possible. Honda’s approach 

to this in the Insight has come with a couple 

of styling and functional compromises. 

The rear lift tailgate has been shaped in 
two with glass sections, and the panel that 
separates them blocks out the horizon line 
on the rear-view mirrors. The rest of the 
design is pretty good, with a useable cargo 
area made better with the 60/40 split  
fold-down seats. 

ON THE ROAD
The Insight rides slightly firmer than most 
Japanese vehicles, more akin to a European 
vehicle. The low rolling resistance tyres help 
with fuel consumption, but also result in less 
grip and more tyre noise. 

Hybrids tend to employ a CVT 
transmission to combine and distribute 
power from the two sources and Honda is 
no different, taking its power from the 65-kW 
petrol engine and the 10-kW electric motor. 
For those not used to the CVT’s unfamiliar 
flaring	sound,	it	takes	a	little	getting	used	
to as the Insight accelerates, gradually 
gathering pace at a respectable rate.

SUMMARY
Although easily mistaken for a Prius by its 
silhouette, the Insight has different hybrid 
technology and a hugely different price tag, 
providing an affordable entry point for those 
wanting to hop into the hybrid category.

 power  65 kW @ 5800 rpm (petrol) 
  10 kW @ 1500 rpm (electric) 
  72 kW @ 5800 rpm (maximum combined)

 Torque 121 Nm @ 4500 rpm (petrol) 
  78 Nm @ 1000 rpm (electric) 
  167 Nm @ 1000–1700 rpm (maximum combined)

 price as tested $30,465

 Fuel consumption 5.4 L/100 km 

 Green vehicle Guide rating ★ ★ ★ ★ ★  

 Crash rating (ANCAp) ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

 Warranty 3 years/100,000 kilometres

Honda  
Insight 
Hybrid
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Hyundai has matured as a vehicle 

manufacturer and is a genuine competitor for 

Japanese brands, especially as the company 

has managed to come up with a good 

package in both styling and safety terms. 

VALUE FOR MONEY
Hyundai has built its reputation on value for 

money and the i45 is making big in-roads 

into the medium-car market, as it appears 

to have the right combination of European 

styling and standard features. But at under 

$40,000 it doesn’t have the price sting of 

something off the continent.

The i45 has three price and specs levels, 

with the base Active model beginning at 

$29,590, and comes with six airbags, active 

front headrests, steering-wheel-mounted 

cruise control, an iPod-compatible audio 

system, ESC, ABS, dusk-sensing headlights, 

front fog lamps, 16-inch alloy wheels, and a  

full size spare.

The Elite is $34,490 and has features 

normally only seen in premium Japanese 

or European vehicles, such as full leather 

upholstery, push-button start with proximity 

smart key, rear parking sensors, and rain-

sensing wipers.

At $38,990, the range-topping Premium 

model also has a panorama glass roof, 

electrochromatic rear-view mirror, premium 

audio, electric adjustable driver and front-

passenger seats and an integrated memory 

system in the driver’s seat.

Running and repair costs are almost the 

best in class, as is the warranty coverage of 

five years/unlimited kilometres. But it still 

suffers a bit on depreciation and my guess is 

this will improve as Hyundai’s reputation for 

quality becomes better known.

DESIGN AND FUNCTION

The coupe styling with sedan functionality 

and space is a hard design feat to pull off, 

but the i45 has managed to achieve this.

The i45 is not a small car, with boot 

capacity rivalling the traditional big 

Australian-made cars, although the old-

fashioned hinge design does erode some 

of the load space. Like them or loath them, 

the i45 has a foot-operated park brake. The 

outside mirrors are also very functional as 

they are heated to keep clear in winter, and 

also have a power-fold ‘up and in’ feature to 

add protection while parking. 

ON THE ROAD
The newly developed Theta II 2.4-litre 
direct petrol injection – which is a 
transversely mounted engine – offers strong 
performance, and the six-speed auto 
developed by Hyundai delivers power to 
the front wheels smoothly and at the right 
shift points. However, Hyundai needs to 
improve on the sources of noise that make 
their way into the cab, such as engine noise 
at high rpm or the tyre noise on anything but 
billiard table roads. Although the i45’s ride 
and handling will be good enough for most 
drivers it’s still an area they need to work on.

SUMMARY
The i45 is good value and quality, and 
coupled with its attractive styling, it is onto a 
winning formula.

 power  148 kW @ 6300 rpm

 Torque 250 Nm @ 4250 rpm 

 price as tested $34,490

 Fuel consumption 7.9 L/100km

 Green vehicle Guide rating ★ ★ ★ ★   

 Crash rating (ANCAp) ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

 Warranty 5 years/unlimited kilometres

Hyundai 
i45 Elite  
2.4-litre  
GDI Petrol  
Automatic

All AANT tests are conducted under the road-testing and 
scoring regime of the Australia’s Best Cars awards, which are 
announced each December.
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suffer suspension bush and ball joint failures 
as well as differential housing mounting 
bush failure – so listen for knocks and clunks 
when road-testing any Territory you’re 
thinking of buying. The front door window 
plastic guide sliders often break, causing 
the window to jam against the door latch, 
resulting in a door that won’t shut and a 
window that won’t go up. It’s an inexpensive 
repair, but very inconvenient when it 
happens.

Early vehicles can be subject to body 
rust, especially at the base of the tailgate 
opening under the main tailgate seal. 
Also, the tailgate upper glass hinges wear, 
causing the lower glass moulding to rattle 
on the tailgate and wear through paint, 
which can be a $1200 repair. And while 
on the tailgate, the lock actuators can fail, 
costing $320 to fix.

So overall a good used Territory is an 
affordable family car and the 4WD version 
offers a bit of off-road capability.

All car reviews are compiled by AANT Head of Technical and 
Automotive and Australia’s Best Car judge, Mark Borlace.

Prices shown for used cars are approximate dealer retail prices 
for vehicles in average-to-good condition. These  
prices will vary depending upon vehicle condition and 
kilometres travelled. Source – Glass’s guide. For full range  
of prices, contact AANT Technical Advisory Service  
on 1300 661 466. 

The Australian-designed and built Ford 
Territory has proved to be popular, with a 
winning recipe of space, function, and car-
like handling and performance. Although 
the market is generally drifting away 
from big SUVs because of their high fuel 
consumption, the Territory has maintained 
its popularity in the used-car market. The 
base model’s standard features included 
dual airbags, ABS, air conditioning, 
adjustable pedals, central locking remote 
control and powered driver seat. 

The Territory came in 2WD and 4WD 
versions and the 2WD outsold the 4WD – so 
there will be more of them to choose from. 
The 4WD is definitely a ‘soft roader’ with 
limited off-road capability, but it’s enough 
for the fun off-road experience on more 
sedate tracks or firm sand. 

It’s a good family car with ample seating 
room and a large cargo area. There are 
five or seven-seat variants; however, the 
last seating row is only suitable for small 
adults on short trips or for kids. There are 
also plenty of storage pockets in the cabin, 
including a wet-storage area in the rear 
for wet towels. In keeping with the family 
holiday needs, the Territory has a useful 
towing capacity of 2.3 tonnes. 

Unfortunately, the Territory likes a 
drink, with fuel consumption of about 
13.1L/100km and much more if you’re 
towing or doing any sand driving. 

Now that they’ve been around for a while, 
issues being reported are that they can 

Price rAnGe
2004 Ford Territory TX SX 4D Wagon: $14,500

2004 Ford Territory TX (4x4) SX 4D Wagon: 
$16,000

2004 Ford Territory Ghia SX 4D Wagon: 
$18,600

2004 Ford Territory Ghia (4x4) SX 4D Wagon: 
$20,100

Price When neW
2004 Ford Territory TX SX 4D Wagon: $38,990

2004 Ford Territory TX (4x4) SX 4D Wagon: 
$42,990

2004 Ford Territory Ghia SX 4D Wagon: 
$49,490

2004 Ford Territory Ghia (4x4) SX4D Wagon: 
$53,490                   

AVerAGe kilometres
117,000 km

crAsh rAtinG (AncAP)
     

Green Vehicle Guide rAtinG
Not tested

usedcar review

Ford  
Territory  
2004
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There’s more to being an AANT member than just a 
helping hand on the roadside. Members are entitled to 
many special offers and savings like a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience aboard the Ghan.

This transcontinental adventure offers an unsurpassed 
view of Australia – from the tropical Top End, past the 
Red Centre and onward through the wonders of South 
Australia. Named after the Afghan cameleers who once 
travelled the very same route, it’s one of the great train 
journeys of the world.

As a member you can take advantage of these  
exclusive offers:

  Five per cent discount on Red, Gold and  
Platinum full adult fares

  Two children travel FREE with two adults  
in Red Sleeper Cabins

  20 per cent discount on accompanied  
and unaccompanied Motorail

Member offers valid from 1 April 2011 through to 31 March 2012

Great Southern Rail
Exclusive member offers

For bookings and enquiries phone 8925 5901  
or drop into 79–81 Smith Street, Darwin.

travelshorts

MEMBER HOLIDAY SAVINGS 2011–12
The new Member Holiday Savings Book for 2011–12 has just 

 been released and has got everything you need for a fun, 

affordable holiday. 

Pre-purchase your discounted tickets before you go and save up  

to 10 per cent on selected:

 theme parks 

 attractions tickets 

 day tours 

 shows

This edition sees some new entries – learn to surf, swim with 

tuna and sea lions, or kayak with dolphins. There are fabulous 

packages for a host of Australian getaways – from the adrenalin-

filled ski slopes of Victoria, to the soothing tropical getaways of 

far-north Queensland. Tas Vacations can help you save on your next 

holiday to Tasmania and old favourites are still on offer, including 

Dreamworld, Warner Brothers Movie World, Sea World, Australia 

Zoo, SeaLink, Sovereign Hill and much more. 

To pre-purchase your discounted attraction tickets visit  

www.aant.com.au and let the holiday fun begin!

 transfers 

 transport passes  

 cruises 

 rail holidays

www.aant.com.au  19
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Kangaroo Island
Kangaroo Island’s gentle rolling hills 
covered in rich pasture and studded with 
grazing sheep and cattle disguise a wilder 
heart. Close to half of the island is either 
natural bushland or national park, and 
it’s home to some of the most diverse 
wildlife you’ll find concentrated in one area 
anywhere in Australia, with large colonies 
of penguins, fur seals, rare Australian sea 
lions, koalas, kangaroos, birdlife, and 
somewhere between 500,000 and one 
million tammar wallabies. If you can’t spot 
wildlife here, then you simply aren’t trying.

Most people come here for the 
magnificent beaches and the wildlife – it’s 
one of the few places where you’re pretty 
much guaranteed to see koalas in the wild 
and can walk amongst the sea lions on the 
beach – but they leave raving about the 
food and wine. 

Visit Clifford’s Honey Farm to taste (and 
buy) tea tree honey made from the only 
pure strain of Ligurian bees in the world – 
the honey ice cream is divine – and then 
drop by the Island Pure Sheep Dairy to 
watch the sheep being milked and grab 
some of the delicious haloumi cheese 
you’ll find featured on menus across the 
island. Another must-try that you’ll find 
on menus is the local freshwater crayfish, 
or marron, and of course the local wines. 
Kangaroo Island has 30 wine growers and 
most restaurants usually feature a few of 
the local wines on their lists. Combine the 
two at Andermel Marron and Two Wheeler 

Creek Wines on Harriet Road in central KI 
and create your own island feast, or dine 
at the Marron Cafe, beside vineyards and 
Andermel’s native food garden. 

Kangaroo Island is also home to South 
Australia’s only distillery – KI Spirits – which 
provides a rustic experience with unique 
products. Or for something completely 
different, try the Penneshaw cooking school 
and spend the morning cooking up your 
own feast with a local chef! 

It’s experiences like this that make KI 
such a special place for foodies. Even more 
importantly, you don’t have to go out of 
your way – or pay extravagant prices – for 
a really special meal. Sink your teeth into 
a fresh whiting burger at Vivonne Bay 
General Store, not far from Seal Bay, and 
you’ll know exactly what I mean. 

The Clare valley
The Clare Valley – an easy 90-minute drive 
from Adelaide – has more than 40 wineries 
all within a 25-kilometre radius of each 
other. If you’re a wine buff it’s the perfect 
day out. But what about the driver, who  
has to sit by and watch you enjoy tasting 
after tasting? 

That’s where the Riesling Trail comes in 
– a 35-kilometre walking and cycling track 
that follows a disused railway line between 
Clare and Auburn. It’s sealed and suitable 
for bicycles as well as wheelchairs and 
strollers. What’s more, you don’t have to 
compete with road traffic, so it’s great for 
families and small children. 

Named after the grape and wine variety 
that the Clare Valley is famous for, the 
Riesling and Rattler Trail travels past many 
cellar doors and other visitor attractions 
and will take around two hours to complete 
if you’re cycling. If you’re after something 
a little shorter, there are three loop trails 
along the way for those who want to park 
and ride, or even just go for a stroll. There 
are also a variety of bike hire companies in 
the Clare Valley, so there’s no need to BYO. 

The Clare Valley is one of Australia’s 
oldest wine regions. The first vines were 
planted in 1842 by James Green, servant 
to the district's pioneer John Horrocks. 
Since then, the industry has grown and 
the Clare Valley is now one of the best-
producing wine regions in the country. If 
it’s been a while since your last visit, new 
cellar doors include Erin Eyes in Auburn 
and Glendalough Estate cellar door and 
restaurant in Armagh, just outside Clare. 
Skillogalee Winery and Restaurant inside 
the tiny 150-year-old Cornish miner’s 
cottage is still a very special place for 
lunch, although the handcrafted food on 
offer at Artisans Table in Clare can mean 
it's a difficult choice. For something a bit 
different, have lunch at Reilly's Cellar  
Door and Restaurant in Mintaro followed 
by a stroll through their newly opened 
Vineyard Walk.

Noone does food and wine  
quite as well as South Australia. 
Lee Atkinson looks at three  
of the state’s best destinations  
for foodies.

GOuRMeT 
getaways

ABOve: dining at Banrock Station 
Images © SATC
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LeFT TO RIGHT: Reilly’s Cellar door and Restaurant 
in Mintaro; enjoying a bike ride on the Riesling and 
Rattler Trails in the Clare valley; Koala cuddle in KI.  
BeHINd: Aerial view of Banrock Station and Wetlands.

Images © SATC.

The Riverland
For the first time in years the Murray and 
its wetlands are luxuriating in having 
enough water – and more. South Australia’s 
Riverland has never looked better and 
now is a great time to visit, and, as the 
mighty Murray slowly fills with water that 
has travelled all the way from the top of the 
continent, this watery panorama is every 
bit as breathtaking as Lake Eyre, but a lot 
easier to get to. Explore the Riverland’s 
diverse back creeks, wetlands and the 
Murray – by canoe, kayak, dingy, cruiser 
or houseboat – and experience the River 
Murray in ways that haven’t been possible 
for 20 years or so. 

A great place to start – if you like your 
food and wine – is Banrock Station, near 

Kingston-on-Murray. Better known for its 
wine than its wetland, Banrock Station is 
one of the fastest-growing wine brands in 
the world and one of the country’s leading 
makers of table wine, producing more than 
3.6 million litres per year. But it’s in the area 
of conservation and wetland management 
that the wine company is really making 
a splash, creating what has to be one of 
the world’s first truly eco-friendly wines. 
A percentage of the proceeds of every 
Banrock Station bottle and cask sold in 
Australia is donated to Landcare projects 
around the country, but the company also 
practises what it preaches and there are 
three boardwalks (the longest is eight 
kilometres and takes three hours) that can 
be followed, which wind their way through 

and around the wetlands to bird-watching 

shelters along the way. When the wetlands 

are full, the lagoon boasts more than 160 

species of birds. 

The Riverland region is home to some 

of the country’s biggest names in wines, 

but the fertile flood plains and dry 

Mediterranean climate produce so much 

more – everything from almonds and 

capers, to oranges and olives, and the 

roads are lined with farm-gate stalls selling 

whatever’s fresh and in season. Pick up 

some local wine, stock up at the Riverland 

Farmers’ Markets (Saturday mornings in 

Berri), hire a houseboat and you’ve got 

all the ingredients for a five-star cruise, 

whatever your budget. 

AANT members take advantage 
of your benefits today!

Offer valid from 1 April 2011 to 31 March 2012. Offer valid on full adult fares only on The Ghan, Indian Pacific and The Overland – not valid on The Southern Spirit. 01639CDBS

Book now - call 8925 5901, visit www.aant.com.au or drop into 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin

AANT Member benefits
• Receive 20% discount 

off accompanied and 
unaccompanied Motorail

• 2 children travel for FREE with  
2 adults in Red Sleeper Cabins

• Receive 5% discount off Red,  
Gold and Platinum full adult fares.

AANT offers members exclusive 
discounts on travel to SA  
on the Ghan. Read more in Travel 
Shorts on page 19.

www.aant.com.au  21
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Outback 
QueeNSLANd

Queensland in Longreach, the School of 
Distance Education (previously School 
of the Air) allows kids who live too far 
from regular schools to still get a decent 
education. Up until 2004 communication 
was by HF radio, but these days it’s the 
telephone and internet which bring 
students and teachers together. The 
campus in Longreach also holds mini-
schools where kids can stay on site 
and attend regular classes with actual 
classmates. 

At Kinnon and Co. you can board a 
Cobb and Co. coach for a 45-minute dash 
through the scrub. In the days before 
trucks and 'carry on only' fares, it was this 
pioneering company's role to move people 
and goods around the bush. You'd think 
first-class would be inside the cabin but 
apparently these were the cheap seats, the 
gentry preferring the open air, away from 
the drunks. In summer the hot Queensland 
sun must have been brutal, but billowy 
skirts and uncomfortable blouses were 
probably the SPF 30+ of the day. 

The Australian Stockman’s Hall of Fame 
is a tribute to explorers, enterprising 
pastoralists, rugged stock workers and all 
those who got seriously grubby developing 
the remote regions of Australia. 

It’s a massive collection of artefacts,  
tools of the trade, interactive displays  
and information, all housed in five 
themed galleries. 

Next stop, Lark Quarry, about 110 
kilometres south-west of Winton. About 
95 million years ago a mixed herd of 
smallish dinosaurs were cornered by a 
huge Theropod (think T-rex), resulting in a 
stampede. Through a series of freakishly 
coincidental geological occurrences, a 
snapshot of this prehistoric drama has been 
preserved − meaning that the footprints 
are still there. 

 Of all the cold cases 
this one's the chilliest. 
The waterways, lakes 
and lush forests 
of the day have 
become red dirt 
and spinifex, while 
erosion has changed 
the landscape 
considerably. And, 
to top it off, the 
dinosaurs aren't 
talking. Through 
another 

Story: John Pedler 

There's more to Queensland  
than surf and sand.

It's not uncommon for proud townsfolk to 
erect oversized replicas of local primary 
produce, and God knows I've visited a 
buffet's worth of giant fruit, livestock and 
seafood. In a twist to this theme, the town 
of Longreach simply flew a Qantas Jumbo 
into town and parked it near the airport 
terminal. Okay, it wasn't quite that simple, 
but it's certainly an eye-catcher as you 
arrive into town. This 747 is the centrepiece 
of the Qantas Founders Museum and had 
travelled over 82 million kilometres before 
being put out to pasture. The ‘Secrets of 
747’ tour covers the plane from nose to tail. 
Parts of the interior have been uncovered 
to reveal the internal workings, but my 
highlight was sitting in the cockpit and 
responding ‘roger’ to an imaginary traffic 
controller. Cross that off the list! Inside 
the museum's Exhibition Hall there’s lots 
more stuff, including a full-scale replica 
of the company's first aircraft, an Avro bi-
plane, plus other assorted aircraft, ground 

vehicles, engines and displays.
 Qantas is just one of the Aussie 

icons with connections to 
this area, so if you’re into 

Australiana, then you’ll 
need to spend some 

time in this region.
 As for other things 

Outback 

AANT offers 
members great 
discounts and 
packages for 
Queensland  
Rail holidays.  
Contact your 
AANT agent  
for inquiries  
and bookings. 

 jun 201122 



series of freakish events a species emerged 
to dominate the earth, wear pants and 
produce enough clever boffins to piece the 
whole thing together. Discovered among 
opal diggings, the site was painstakingly 
excavated to reveal this chaotic scene. 
To protect it from the elements, an 
environmentally designed building was 
constructed, complete with climate 
control. Looking down at the imprint of 
this one mad moment is like peering back 
through an accidental hole in time. Once 
you've seen where dinosaurs have been 
you might like to check out where they 
are now. Perched atop a mesa about 20 
minutes out of Winton is Australian Age of 
Dinosaurs, the world's largest collection of 
Australian dinosaur fossils. Tours include 
the preparation laboratory, where skilled 
workers deftly separate fossilised bones 
from dirt and rock. The centre also offers a 
unique opportunity for visitors to train to 
work at the lab and at the centre's secret 
dinosaur digs. All of the 
attractions 

TOp TO BOTTOM: Longreach; Sunset over waterhole, Longreach; 
Landsborough Highway; Man on wing of QANTAS plane, Longreach; 
Cattle drove on Landsborough Highway, Baracaldine; 

Images © Tourism Queensland

covered here can be visited by the 
independent traveller but our group 
toured with Alan Smith of Outback Aussie 
Tours, a Longreach-based company. Alan 
is a long-term local and his tours include 
locations and activities that independent 
travellers might never experience. He 
provided entertaining commentary, while 
his knowledge and enthusiasm brought the 
whole trip to life. 

 He has also developed a partnership 
with our other host, Queensland Rail, which 
provided great service on the last leg of 
our Queensland adventure, a return trip 
to Brisbane on the Spirit of the Outback 
train. Travelling between Brisbane and 
Longreach via Rockhampton, this is a safe 
and thoroughly enjoyable way to journey into 
the Outback. Sitting back while the ever-
changing countryside passes by your cabin 
window is a style of travel I could 
easily get used to.

 It's no secret that the weather has 
knocked Queensland about in recent 
months but it’s a huge state and, 
fortunately, this area has not been severely 
affected. Still, flying low across the green 
plains between Barcaldine and Longreach, 
it's hard to appreciate how often this region 
is perilously close to catastrophic drought.  
In fact, the country looks fantastic and 
this is a golden opportunity for visitors to 
witness the Outback in top condition and 
teeming with life. And, when wet roads 
saw tour plan A become B then C, Alan 
laconically mused, 'well, there are 26 letters 
in the alphabet'.

JOHN pedLeR 
As a child John Pedler travelled 
extensively throughout Australia 
with his school teacher parents. 
He has been involved in 
tourism all his working life 
and continues to travel 
regularly in Australia 
and overseas. 
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*Terms and conditions apply. Offers are valid until 30th September 2011. Free day and weekend special offers can not be used in conjunction with each other. Free day offers are based on time and kilometre charges 
and includes unlimited kilometres at metro locations, 200kms free per day at country locations and 100kms free per day at remote locations. Excludes optional and extra charges. For more information on the reduced 
liability or damage waiver products please speak to a consultant. Free baby seat hire is subject to availability. Only 1 seat hire per rental period. Available at Thrifty locations in Australia and New Zealand only. Must 
quote AANT Membership number at time of booking and show a valid AANT Membership card at time of vehicle collection. Drivers must meet the standard age, driver’s license and credit requirements of Thrifty. 
All rentals are subject to the terms and conditions of the rental agreement. For full terms and conditions go to aant.com.au.

As an AANT Member, you can now enjoy
loads of exclusive benefits*, such as:

•   Rent 7 days, pay 6

•   Rent 12 days, pay 10

•   Weekend special

•   Reduced liability on passenger vehicles

•   $5 off per day on damage waiver products

•   Free child seat hire

Book online at aant.com.au, call 08 8925 5901 
or visit the AANT Darwin office.
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