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This issue, it gives me great
pleasure to introduce you to the
hard-working team that we have
here at AANT in Darwin (see page
seven). Over the next few editions,
we’ll be including features on a
range of services provided by the
AANT, so you can get to know
us better.
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Give your loved ones peace of mind with an AANT
membership. Plus, sign them up during June
and we’ll waive the $40 joining fee.
We all have that family member or
friend who’s always suffering car trouble
– and perhaps you even get the happy
job of running them around to try and
help when these breakdowns strike. What
better way to show your support than by
giving them an AANT membership?
For an AANT member, car trouble no
longer means plans for the day are in a
shambles; it’s just a minor inconvenience
and an AANT patrol will help to get you
back on the road.
An AANT membership also makes
a great gift for your children or newlylicensed grandchildren, giving you both
the comfort that if they break down,
they’ll never be left stranded. Whether
they’ve locked their keys in the car, got
a flat battery or need a hand changing a
tyre, the AANT will always be there
to help.
As a special offer to new members
joining the AANT during June, we’ll waive

the joining fee off Standard membership,
so you’ll only pay the annual subscription.
That’s a saving of $40.
Your AANT membership also comes
with many added benefits, helping
members to save all year round, with
exclusive discounts on insurance,
accommodation and attraction bookings,
child restraints, travel accessories and
much more.
With an AANT membership, members
can rest easy knowing that if they
breakdown the AANT will come to the
rescue 24 hours a day, 365 days of
the year.
Don’t miss out on this limited offer,
join the AANT during June and save
$40. Visit the AANT team at 79–81
Smith Street, Darwin, log on to
www.aant.com.au or phone 8981 3837.

*Offer does not apply when joining on service. Offer
expires 30 June 2009.

We also want to hear from you
on what you like about our existing
services and your suggestions
on where we could expand our
product offerings. Your feedback is
important to us and over the coming
months we’ll be conducting some
online surveys to find out how we
can better serve your needs. In
order to help us do this, we need
your current email address. So if you
have not already provided us with
your email details, please contact us
at info@aant.com.au
I recently accepted a role on
the Government’s DriveSafe NT
Steering Group, which will be
developing a comprehensive driver
education and training program
that will provide learner drivers
in the NT with the opportunity to
develop the appropriate knowledge
and skills to drive safely. In our view
it is important that we arm young
drivers not only with the mechanical
skills to drive, but also with the
cognitive skills to understand risk
and ensure they make the right
decisions when they are behind
the wheel. To provide feedback on
your experiences with the DTAL
program, contact the Road Safety
Policy Group at the Department of
Planning and Infrastructure on
1800 720 144.
As we head into the busy second
half of this year, don’t forget to take
advantage of some of the great
discounts and offers available in
this edition of ntmotor. If you’re a
keen golfer don’t miss the exclusive
Drummond Golf members’ evening
in July (see page 17).
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BY JOA N N A P I TTA S

M A N AG I N G E D I TOR
We all know buying a new car can
be a stressful experience. With an
abundance of options on the market
you want to make sure you’re making
the right choice. To assist you in making
this decision, some years ago, Australia’s
motoring clubs joined forces to create
the country’s leading independent car
awards program, Australia’s Best Cars.

inbrief

A A N T N EW S

S T R OK E O F LU C K FO R NEW MEMB ER
It seemed too good to be
true. When AANT member
Brett Devitt won the 50”
Panasonic Plasma TV offered
in the March 2009 issue
of ntmotor it took some
convincing to get him to
believe he had actually won
the prize.
After not owning a vehicle
for a couple of years, Brett
had rejoined the AANT only
last year to take advantage
of the vehicle inspection
service when he was looking
at buying a second-hand car.
Needless to say, his investment paid off quickly and he was thrilled to walk away with his new
widescreen plasma in early April.
As an AANT member you have the chance to win loads of prizes throughout the year. Just
keep a lookout for all our giveaways in each issue of ntmotor.

Designed to provide consumers with
guidance on the best new cars on the
market, consumer input is critical in
shaping the judging criteria. Opposite,
find out how you can play a part in
determining this year’s winners.
In this edition, we also provide some
great travel inspiration on where to
holiday in the coming months. On page
20, we introduce you to the adrenalin
rushing pursuits of South Australia’s
Fleurieu Peninsula and Kangaroo Island.
To discover the tropical delights of
Noosa, turn to page 22.
If you’re heading interstate or
overseas, AANT can now help you with
travel insurance. Covering you against
those disruptions to your trip you can’t
control – including cancelled tours and
sudden illness – travel insurance offers
peace of mind that you won’t be left out
of pocket should the unexpected occur.
You’ll find more information on the
exclusive member discount on page 19.
For parents, page nine is a must-read,
with important information on new child
restraint laws due to come into effect
in South Australia later this year. Your
children are certainly the most precious
cargo you’re ever likely to carry and
while the laws aren’t mandatory in the
NT yet, they certainly provide parents
with a sensible guide on how to best
protect your children when travelling
in a car. The AANT encourages you to
adopt the same safe practices.
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H EL P C H O O S E AU S T RALI A’S B ES T CARS
Each year, top motoring
experts from Australia’s
automobile clubs put the
most popular new cars
through their paces over
hundreds of kilometres of
rigorous testing to determine
Australia’s Best Cars.
The nation’s most
comprehensive and
independent consumer
focused vehicle testing and
awards program, the cars
are measured on a range of
criteria, weighted according
to each one’s importance
to buyers.
To ensure the judging process reflects those criteria that are important to you, visit
www.australiasbestcars.com.au and complete a short survey on what influences you when
buying a new car. The consumer feedback received will be used to shape the judging criteria for
this year’s awards program.

A A N T ’S B U DGET REACT I O N
In May, both the NT and Federal budgets were handed down. In these times of financial
difficulty, the AANT was pleased to see that both governments recognised the important role that
infrastructure, and in particular roads, play in the livelihood of all Australians.
For drivers in the NT, fuel and fuel prices remain major concerns. We pay more than any other
mainland Australian state or territory for fuel and there appears to be no valid explanation why the
premium is so high.
The NT Government’s decision to remove the 1.1 cents per litre subsidy on fuel makes sense; it
was a subsidy for drivers which could not be tracked and there was doubt that it was being passed
on to Territorians. However, AANT’s support of the removal of this subsidy remains contingent
on the Government investing the $3.9 million from this subsidy directly into roads and public
transport each year. In addition, we urge the Government to step up their vigilance in
monitoring fuel prices to ensure that there is not a commensurate increase at the pump
after July 2009.

A A N T N EW S

AN N UAL GEN ER AL M EETIN G
Members are advised that the 46th Annual General Meeting of the Automobile Association
of the NT Inc. (“AANT”) will be held on Tuesday, 20 October 2009.
Pursuant to Rule 29(b)(vi) of the Rules of the Association, members are advised that notice
of any business which members wish to have dealt with at the meeting must be submitted in
writing, duly proposed and seconded, before Monday, 31 August 2009.

COUN CIL EL ECTION
Members are further advised that, pursuant to Rule 19(f) of the Rules of the Association,
nominations for election to the AANT Council must be submitted in writing before
Friday, 31 July 2009.
Copies of the prescribed AANT Councillor Nomination form are available by written request
or by telephoning the AANT General Manager on (08) 8981 3837.

shopping

welcome

ntmotor

BALANZZA DIGITAL
LU G GAG E SCALES
With airlines getting tough on weight
limits, the Balanzza digital scales
will help you avoid excess luggage
charges anywhere, any time. In just
four easy steps: attach, lift, wait for
beep and then set-down to read,
you can ensure your luggage doesn’t
exceed maximum weight limits.
AANT Members $31.45
RRP $35.95
*Offer only while stocks last.

Member business and election nominations should be addressed to:
AANT President
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

win

A DA R W I N A N D C E N T R A L A U S T R A L I A
U B D ® S T REET D IRECTO RY

Ensuring you find your way around town with ease,
UBD® has released its 2009 edition of the Darwin and
Central Australia Street Directory. This full-colour street
directory includes more than 200 new streets since the first
edition and features new maps, a detailed index on local
services and retail outlets and touring information.
For your chance to win one of six copies up for grabs in
this edition, simply write your name, address, membership
and daytime phone number on the back of – or inside – an
envelope and post it to:
Darwin Street Directory Draw
Automobile Association of the NT Inc
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801
Don’t forget, AANT members can pick up their UBD® Darwin Street Directory at
the AANT Office for the discounted price of $11.95 (RRP $16.95).

ROVEDA 3-PIECE
LU G GAG E SET
Whether it’s an overnight trip, a
weekend away or an overseas jaunt,
this three-piece Roveda luggage set
makes the perfect travel companion.
The fully expandable cases feature
two large exterior pockets for handy
storage, rollerblade wheels for easy
manoeuvring and a fully lined interior.
For added security, you will receive
a free Secureseal three pack, (valued
at $44.95), with every purchase of a
Roveda or Litestream luggage set.
AANT Members $189
RRP $439
*Offer only while stocks last.

CONDITIONS: The competition commences on 1 June 2009 and closes with the last mail on 7 August 2009. Prize value is in Australian dollars. Total prize
pool valued at $101.70. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition entry criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at the AANT, 79 – 81 Smith
Street, Darwin at 2pm on 10 August 2009. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in
the September issue of ntmotor published on 31 August 2009. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory, 79 – 81 Smith
Street, Darwin NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529. Prize cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash.

competition winners
Congratulations to the following winners from ntmotor
March 2009:
HQ Holden Kingswood Trax Model – P Morgan, Darwin.
Ballarat Break – M Kleemann, Alice Springs.
Novotel Barossa Getaway – T Modra, Alice Springs.

ALCOLIZER PERSONAL
B R EATHALY SER
Had a drink over dinner and not sure
if you’re still under the limit? The easyto-use Alcolizer personal breathalyser
is handy to keep in the car for these
occasions, providing you with an
accurate and reliable result.
AANT Members $279
RRP $369
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A A NT I NSU RA N C E

Whether it’s a
transport necessity,
a hobby, a means to
escape, or merely
a cargo carrier, a
car is an investment
you want to protect,
because without it
life just wouldn’t be
the same.

A A N T M EM B ERS H IP

TRUST

The team at AANT Darwin are here to help. From left: Glenda
Pearse, Maree McGrath, Kyle Pratt, Crystal Grogan, Amanda
Brown and Helen Tsaknis.

a local

AANT Insurance Agency offers a range
of motor vehicle insurance policies to
cover all your needs, providing peace of
mind and financial security in the event of
an accident.
As an agent for TIO, a locally owned
and operated insurance provider, AANT
Insurance Agency has tailored policies to
suit the needs of Territorians. This means
you can rest assured that you’re covered
for a range of events unique to the
Territory, including cyclones, floods and
storm surge damage. Plus, in dealing with
a local agency, your claims are processed

personally by local staff, ensuring quicker
turnaround and accuracy.
There are also a number of other added
benefits, including: one free windscreen
replacement per year with no excess for
those comprehensively insured, a variety
of payment options including direct debit
to make paying your premium easier and
more manageable and, after-accident
towing to ensure you don’t have to foot a
nasty bill if your vehicle has to be towed
from the scene of an accident.
In addition, all AANT members are
entitled to a discount of up to 15 per cent

off the base premium of their insurance,
even if you are already claiming a
discount for holding a Senior’s Card or
being a member of the defence or
police force.
When it comes to insurance, it’s
important that consumers know what
they’re getting and AANT Insurance
Agency is committed to providing its
customers with the insurance that is
right for them. For more information
or a no-obligation quote, drop into the
AANT office, call 8981 3837 or log on
to www.aant.com.au

At the AANT Shop, our team all have a

If you’re looking to get out and

driver’s permit, to make sure you have the

long-standing allegiance to the Territory.

discover more of the Territory, there’s

right documentation when you’re behind

Proudly local and with a combined 20

no better place to visit for information

the wheel on your overseas adventure.

years of experience at the AANT, the

and assistance than the AANT. Whether

team at 79-81 Smith Street has a wealth

you’re a tourist or a local, the Northern

will have noticed the shop’s new layout

of knowledge to not only answer your

Territory has so much to offer, and AANT

and improved product range. The AANT

queries, but provide you with extra

staff can suggest the perfect things to do

Shop now stocks a wide range of travel

information about all the services and

and places to see to make the most of

accessories and items, offering exclusive

discounts you’re entitled to as an AANT

the exciting experiences available.

member discounts on everything from

member, to ensure you make the most of

Best Steak In Northern Territory
NT Restaurant & Catering Awards

all your AANT membership benefits.
Apart from the peace of mind AANT’s

When it comes to the great Australian

If you’ve visited the AANT lately you

luggage security devices and power

holiday, the AANT is a one-stop shop

adaptors to travel pillows and an extensive

for all your travel requirements. AANT

range of travel guides and maps.

Best Restaurant in Northern Territory
Australian Hotels Association

emergency roadside service provides

staff can help with tour and trip bookings

members, the Shop offers a full range of

and special member prices on popular

Best Wine List in Northern Territory
NT Restaurant & Catering Awards

Street, Darwin, is open to members and

products, from travel and car accessories

holiday attractions, including travel

the public from 9am to 5pm, Monday to

to child restraints and luggage – all

aboard The Ghan and Dreamworld

Friday. To view our expanded product

of which are available at discounted

theme park passes. AANT also now

range, talk to one of our friendly

member prices. AANT staff also provide

offers travel insurance for domestic or

consultants and take advantage of

hire car booking services and can assist

international travel (see page 19 for more

exclusive member discounts, drop into

with a range of insurance enquiries

details). If you’re heading abroad, we can

the AANT Shop today. You can also

including car, home and boat insurance.

also provide you with your international

shop online at www.aant.com.au

- Situated in Admiralty House in Darwin
- Indoor & Outdoor dining
- Air-conditioned Bar
Cnr Knuckey St & The Esplanade, Darwin
Ph: 08 8981 4544
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Like most Territorians, the team at AANT agree there’s no place on earth
like the Northern Territory. Besides our picture-perfect sunsets, exotic
wildlife and unique heritage, we boast an obvious sense of community,
a pride of place and a deep appreciation for the uniqueness of our
laidback lifestyle.

The AANT Shop at 79-81 Smith
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As a form of transport, scooters offer
many benefits in terms of accessibility,
reduced congestion and emissions,
and more recently, their economic
attractiveness as fuel prices rise.
However, there are a range of safety
issues you need to bear in mind when it
comes to this growing mode
of transport.
Due to their greater vulnerability,
the consequences for scooter riders
and motorcyclists involved in accidents
are often more severe, with research
showing that there is considerable
potential for increased injuries where
riders don’t wear appropriate protective
gear. While wearing a helmet is a legal
requirement, as a safety precaution,
be sure to wear protective clothing to
reduce the risk of serious injury.
Perception errors are also a common
cause of scooter and motorcycle
accidents. In the Northern Territory
– where it isn’t necessary to hold an
additional licence to ride a scooter –
many riders don’t undertake further

A A NT R OA D S A F ET Y

You may have
noticed an increase
in scooter traffic on
our roads in recent
times. This edition,
ntmotor looks at
the issues riders
and drivers should
consider in keeping
roads safe.

training, tackling the roads with
minimum experience. While formal
training is recommended, be sure to
familiarise yourself with your scooter
and practice before heading out.
When you’re on the road, ensure you
obey the road rules and stay alert to
your surroundings.

safety tips

Whether you’re a rider or a driver,
it’s important to remember that
road safety is the responsibility of all
road users. By exercising good road
etiquette and patience, respecting
other road users and sharing the road,
you can play an important role in
keeping roads safe.

• Always operate your vehicle at a
safe and legal speed.

FAST FACT
In the Northern Territory, all
that’s required to legally ride
a scooter is a current driver’s
licence. A motorcycle licence
is only needed if the scooter
has an engine size greater
than 49cc and can exceed
50km/h.

• Obey the road rules, including
traffic signals, and respect other
road users.

• Wear a helmet and protective gear
at all times.

• Be alert to your surroundings and
look ahead for potential hazards.
• Always signal your intentions to turn
or change lanes.
• Make sure you are visible to other
road users by wearing bright
clothing and using your lights when
riding in low light conditions or
at night.
• Study your owner’s manual
thoroughly to help you understand
and maintain your vehicle.
• Examine your vehicle before each
ride to ensure your tyres, lights and
controls are in good condition.

A A N T A DV IC E

Early last year,
Australia’s transport
ministers approved
new child restraint
laws to provide a safe
pathway for children to
move from capsules to
adult seatbelts. With
South Australia set
to introduce the new
laws in the second half
of this year, the AANT
is encouraging NT
parents to adopt the
same safe practices.
There is no question that a parent’s
primary concern is the welfare of their
child. However, even the most wellintentioned parent can unknowingly
put their child at risk, by placing them
in an inappropriate or incorrectly fitted
child restraint.
In Australia, 500 children up to
the age of 10 are killed or seriously
injured each year in car accidents, with
2,300 sustaining minor injuries. In an
attempt to reduce these frightening
statistics, the new laws are aimed at
minimising the risk of injury posed to
young children travelling in vehicles by
addressing the confusion that currently
exists between when it is safe and when
it is legal to move a child into an adult
seatbelt and/or the front seat of the car.
The new regulations will require:

C
 hildren under the age of four to be

safety and protection when they’re

seated in the rear of the vehicle.

travelling in a vehicle.

C
 hildren from the age of four to seven
years to be only permitted in the front

that once these laws come into effect

of the vehicle if all rear seats are already

interstate, they will apply to all motorists.

occupied by children under the age

This means if you’re planning an

of seven.

interstate driving holiday, you will need

While the new laws are yet to be

to ensure your children are seated in a

adopted by the NT Government, they

restraint that complies with the laws of

provide sound advice for all parents. The

that state.

AANT strongly encourages parents take

C
 hildren from the age of four to
seven to be seated in a forward
facing child safety seat or booster
seat restrained by a correctly
adjusted seatbelt or child
safety harness.
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For more information on the

on the recommendations to ensure their

changes, visit the National Transport

children are offered the best possible

Commission website at www.ntc.gov.

NEW REQUIREMENTS
Age

Requirement

Seating Position

Recommended Restraint

Birth to 6 months
Up to 9 kilograms

To be in an approved
rearward facing
infant restraint.

Rear of the vehicle,
where there are two
or more rows
of seats.

Safe-n-Sound Baby Capsule
AANT Members $305
RRP $339
Safe-n-Sound Discovery
Plus
AANT Members $242
RRP $269
Safe-n-Sound Premier
Convertible Restraint
AANT Members $305
RRP $339

Infants up to six months old to be
restrained in a rearward facing
infant restraint.
C
 hildren aged between six months
and four years old to be seated in
either a rearward or forward facing
child safety seat.

It’s also important to remember

6 months to 4 years
Up to 18 kilograms

To be in an approved
rearward or forward
facing child safety
seat.

Rear of the vehicle,
where there are two
or more rows of
seats.

4 years to 7 years
Up to 26 kilograms

To be in an approved
forward facing
child safety seat
or booster seat
(restrained by a
correctly adjusted
seatbelt or child
safety harness).

Rear of the vehicle,
where there are two
or more rows of
seats, unless already
occupied by children
under the age
of seven.

Safe-n-Sound Pegasus
Booster Seat and harness
AANT Members $150
RRP $169.90
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by J on Dee,
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DO S OME THING!

A A NT E NVI R O N M EN T

Five years ago, I visited the
Melbourne Motor Show to see if any
environmentally aligned vehicles were
on display. Somewhat dismayed by
what was on offer, I expressed my
concern to the manager of one stand
about the lack of electric vehicles. He
looked at me as if I was a deeply outof-touch hippy. Unable to conceal his
smirk, he told me confidently that “the
electric car is totally dead” and that
I should “campaign for something
that’s got a chance of getting up in
the real world”.

GM Holden Volt

I was really hoping that I would
bump into him again at this year’s
motor show, but sadly it wasn’t
to be.
Showing that the motoring industry
has finally woken up to the potential
of electric vehicles, Mitsubishi and
GM Holden were amongst a range
of companies to announce its fully
electric alternatives.

ADVERTISEMENT
ADVERTISEMENT

Mitsubishi revealed plans to bring
its electric i-MiEV to the Australian
market in 2010. With a 160-kilometre
range and a recharge time of seven
hours, the four-seater i-MiEV is
currently on trial in Melbourne,
Sydney, Canberra and Adelaide. The
car goes on sale in Japan this year,
with Mitsubishi planning to make
12,000 cars in the first two years
of production.
GM Holden also took the
opportunity to release images of
their Volt extended range electric
vehicle, which will be launched
in Australia in 2012. The car is a
local take on the American version
that travels up to 64 kilometres on
electricity before using petrol or
producing exhaust pipe emissions.
When compared to a 7.8L/100km
petrol car, it’s estimated that the Volt
will save motorists up to 1,892 litres
of fuel a year.

Mitsubishi i-Miev

What about motorbikes? With a top
speed of 280km/h, the fastest electric
motorbike is the ‘KillaCycle’, that does
0-100km/h in just over a second. So how
do roadworthy electric motorbikes stack
up? According to the Australian Electric
Vehicle Association, the available range
for current electric motorbikes is 60-110
kilometres with 0-80km/h acceleration
in eight to12 seconds, and will set you

back around $15,000 to 25,000 to buy and
about $1 to fully charge a battery.
Now that many electric vehicles are
moving into production, electric cars
and bikes will become mainstream. As
their speed and battery recharge times
improve, so will their potential to replace
petrol vehicles. Given that the first car to
go 100km/h was an electric car back in
1899, this change is long overdue.

ADVERTISEMENT
ADVERTISEMENT

Thisisiswhat
whatanan
unhealthy
eye
looks
This
unhealthy
eye
looks
like.like.

NEH001/M/RA/RHS/134x420

NEH001/M/NTM/LHS/134x420
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whataahealthy
healthy eye
eye looks
looks like.

A A N T EN V IRO N M EN T

You can’t spot eye disease.
Don’t wait for symptoms. Get your eyes tested. About 87% of people over 45 have at least one eye
problem, but up to 80% of blindness and vision impairment can be prevented by early detection.
For more information visit www.australia.gov.au/eyehealth
Authorised
by thebyAustralian
Government,
Capital
Hill,Hill,
Canberra.
Authorised
the Australian
Government,
Capital
Canberra.
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n the car business, if you get the
styling right you’re half way there. If the
packaging and feel of the car also stand
out, then you could be onto a winner
– which is exactly what Kia may have
unearthed with the second generation
Kia Cerato. A vast improvement on its
first attempt and with a line-up that spans
a price range from $18,990 to $24,990, it
is at the growth end of the market.
VALUE FOR MONEY
The mid-size car market under $25,000
is driven by value, which not only includes
the purchase cost but also the vehicle’s
running costs. Over the years Kia has
always performed well in the AANT’s
annual Vehicle Running Costs survey.

Ford Fiesta Zetec
Power

88kW @ 6,000rpm

Torque

52Nm @ 4,050rpm

Price as tested

$20,990

Fuel consumption

7.8L/100km

Crash testing (ANCAP)

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ (EuroNCAP)

Green Vehicle Guide rating

★ ★★

Warranty

3 years/100,000km

Most people in this market accept that
a Cerato is not going to handle, drive or
be as quiet as a Mercedes, but they do
appreciate the good level of standard
features that the Cerato offers. This
includes side, front and curtain airbags,
ABS, EBD, active front seat headrests
and iPod and MP3 connectivity. The more

expensive and up-market SLi comes
with climate control air conditioning, rear
parking assist and front fog lamps.
You also have the option to add to
the base model a $1,000 safety pack
which includes ESC, traction control,
steering wheel mounted controls and
cruise control.

passengers and their luggage in the
boot and the 60:40 fold flat rear seat
make the space even more usable.

For private buyers, the Cerato comes
with a five-year, unlimited kilometre
warranty, while for business and
commercial customers this distance is
reduced to 130,000kms. The warranty is
also fully transferable should you choose
to sell during the agreed period.

The improvements weren’t limited
to the appearance and packaging. The
performance from the 2.0-litre engine
is as good as most in its class, albeit
a bit noisy under load and at higher
revs. However, for the normal duties of
driving in calm traffic it is quiet enough,
and handling is also adequate for a car
this size.

DESIGN AND FUNCTION
Kia has used a European stylist to
tidy up the external design and in the
process achieved a drag coefficient of
0.29 – which in normal speak means it’s
fairly slippery through the wind which
assists with fuel economy. Build quality is
another area where the Cerato appears
to be streets ahead of its predecessor.
Having made good use of the internal
space, there is adequate room for both

The Cerato is front-wheel-drive
and is only available as a four-door
sedan; however, a five-door hatch may
eventually be available.
ON THE ROAD

SUMMARY
The market knows that they get what
they pay for and in a shrinking new car
market where value reigns supreme, the
Cerato is likely to succeed.
All AANT tests are conducted under the
road-testing and scoring regime of the
Australia’s Best Cars awards, which are
announced each December.

Power		 115kW @ 6,200rpm
Torque		 194Nm @ 4,300rpm

A

ll manufacturers now see small
cars as a critical part of their
product line up and the good news for
consumers is that they are hitting this
end of the market quite hard. Not to
be left behind, Ford has released its
sixth generation Fiesta and it is off to
a good start because it borrows about
half of its parts from the Australia’s
Best Car’s award-winning small car,
the Mazda2.
VALUE FOR MONEY
The three-model range is keenly
priced with the base model CL threedoor manual at $15,750 and topping
out at $22,490 for the Zetec five-door
auto. The CL and Zetec are available
in three- and five-door variants with
the five-door versions being $740
dearer. These prices certainly keep
it competitive with even the Koreanmade cars.
A 1.6-litre engine with manual
transmission is standard across
the range, while an automatic
transmission, matched to a 1.4-litre
engine, is available as an option on all
12
12

models except the three-door Zetec.
Small car buyers like to know a car
is safe so a good safety score and
package is a real advantage. Fiesta’s
five-star EuroNCAP rating gives it good
credentials. All models have driver and
passenger front airbags and ABS. The
Zetec also has head and thorax side
airbags, a driver’s knee airbag and ESC
as standard equipment. This additional
safety equipment is also available as part
of a $1,000 safety package for CL and LX
models. Cruise control is standard on the
LX and Zetec.
DESIGN AND FUNCTION
Ford have focused on a design that has
global appeal because it is too expensive
to develop individual styles for the
regional markets. This has allowed Ford
to spend its development money on
tailoring the suspension and other items
for regional conditions.
In a market where buyers are likely
to be young, the design of the car’s
electronic architecture is becoming very
important. The Fiesta has connectivity
to new technologies such as Bluetooth

with voice control (available on the LX and
Zetec) and USB connectivity, allowing MP3
player integration (Zetec), while a 3.5mm
audio jack is standard on all models. In
addition, steering wheel mounted radio
controls are standard on all models,
making channel surfing safer and easier.

Price as tested

$24,990

Fuel consumption

8.8L/100km

Green Vehicle Guide rating

★★★★★

Crash rating (ANCAP)

Not tested

Warranty

5 years/Unlimited km

ON THE ROAD
Ford has used innovation such as
electro-hydraulic power steering, where
the steering pump is only engaged when
it is needed, to reduce the car’s draw on
engine power and help with better fuel
consumption. The result of this from the
driver’s seat is a fairly free revving engine
that delivers good performance for its
class, but it does need the higher revs to
achieve this performance.
The suspension and handling is about as
good as you get in the class and its tight
turning circle makes life in the city
very easy.
SUMMARY
The Fiesta will allow Ford to maintain a
credible presence in the small car market
and the value package is around the top of
the class.

Kia Cerato
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Price range
2000 Edge
$8,300 - $11,800
2003 Cruiser
$16,000 - $20,200
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approved repairer profiles
B & S B O DY WO RKS

Price when new    

To Peter and Wendy Crow, proprietors of B & S Body Works
at Winnellie, there’s nothing more important than their clients’
utmost faith in their business. To this end, the Crows pride
their business on their combined staff members’ impressive
experience of well in excess of half a century in the automobile
service industry. As Peter explains, ‘that’s all we’ve ever done in
our careers’, and the results this accident repairs and spraypainting business produce absolutely prove it.

2000 Edge
manual $25,540
auto $27,530
2003 Cruiser
manual $35,440
auto $37,510

Average kilometres
2003 89,000kms

Crash rating (ANCAP)		
★★★★

Green Vehicle Guide
rating
Not rated

Toyota
RAV4 2000 – 2003

T

oyota’s RAV4 is the popular, small
but tall 4WD. It has all the Toyota
off-road credentials such as constant
four-wheel drive, but without the real
capability of a low ratio gear box like
the serious Toyotas. So if you are in the
market for a fun, recreational 4WD that
is easy to park and handles okay on the
bitumen, then the RAV4 will be on your
shopping list.
The RAV4 has a 110kW, 2.0-litre
engine with DOHC variable valve timing,
16 valves and multi-point fuel injection.
Plus, with a fuel consumption of around
9L/100km it’s economical enough to be
used for general commuting, while still
being capable for light off-road weekend
activities. It has a handy 1.5-tonne towing
capacity, with a maximum ball load of
150 kilograms – although a load levelling
device is specified. Generally there have
been very few reports of mechanical
problems in the manual transmission

win

B RID G E TOYOTA

models. However, there have been
reports of the automatic transmission
suffering problems relating to the
automatic transmission control module
which may result in expensive repairs
costing over $1,300 just for the parts.
Air conditioning and automatic
transmission were optional on all models
and the Edge model has dual airbags,
seat belt pre-tensioners, remote central
locking, CD player and power mirrors,
steering and front windows. The higher
spec Cruiser model is the better pick
because it has the same features as the
Edge as well as ABS with EBD, alloy
wheels, fog lamps, and a power sunroof.
Conveniently, the spare wheel is
mounted on the rear door so there is no
kneeling or climbing under the vehicle
to access the spare wheel as is often the
case with 4WDs. The downside is that
it makes the long rear door heavier. In
addition, because the long door has

to open most of its length to allow you
to load up the cargo area, it can be a
problem if you are one of those people
who like to park at the shopping centre,
nose out.
On the road the RAV4 should be a
reasonably pleasant drive, especially the
five-door model, as the smaller wheel
base of the three-door can pitch a bit
and give a choppy ride under some
circumstances. Generally they are quiet
but some harshness may be evident
when the engine is under heavy load.
As with all 4WDs look to see if there
is underbody damage as an indicator of
heavy off-road use.

mechanical repairer
categories
1 Engine tune-up
2 Minor engine repair and vehicle servicing
3 Major engine repair
4 Steering and suspension
5 Brakes 6 Electrical
7 Clutch, manual transmission and rear axle
8 Automatic transmission 9 Air conditioning
Where no categories are shown,
the repairer is approved in all nine.
AANT Battery Service Centre

•

All car reviews are compiled by AANT Technical Services
Manager and Australia’s Best Car judge, Mark Borlace.
Prices shown for used cars are approximate dealer retail prices
for vehicles in average to good condition. These
prices will vary depending upon vehicle condition and
kilometres travelled. Source – Glass’s guide.
For full range of prices, contact AANT Technical Advisory
Service on 1300 661 466.

mechanical repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Outback Automotive,
31 Wilkinson Street
8952 0123
ALICE SPRINGS Peter Kittle Motor Co,
46 Stuart Highway
8952 5500
BERRIMAH Hidden Valley Auto Ctr,
9 Hidden Valley Road
8947 0060

A PEGASUS BOOSTE R SE AT

Your children are your most precious cargo, so when travelling
with them you want to make sure they have the best protection.
This issue, ntmotor is giving one lucky reader the chance to win
a Safe-n-Sound Pegasus Booster Seat and harness, which
is suitable for children weighing between 14kg and 26kg.
The Pegasus Booster Seat is the tallest booster on the market
and comes with the Safe-n-Sound patented ‘anti-submarine clip’
designed to prevent a child from sliding under the seat belt.
Made from compression-resistant foam that provides added
strength, the Pegasus Booster Seat provides

a durability while being impact absorbing.
For your chance to win a Pegasus Booster
Seat and harness, simply write your name,
address, membership and daytime phone
number on the back of – or inside – an
envelope, and post it to:
ntmotor Pegasus Seat Draw
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

CONDITIONS: The competition commences on 1 June 2009 and closes with the last mail on 7 August 2009. Prize value is in Australian dollars. Total prize pool valued at $169.90. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition entry criteria will win
the prize. The draw will take place at the AANT, 79 – 81 Smith Street, Darwin at 2pm on 10 August 2009. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the September issue of ntmotor
published on 31 August 2009. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory, 79 – 81 Smith Street, Darwin NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529. Prize cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash.

14

For almost four decades Bridge Toyota has built a sterling
reputation as a dealer and servicer of new and used cars in
the NT. The dealership not only boasts a complete range of
Toyota and Lexus vehicles as well as the new and exciting
Prius hybrid, and an award-winning, AANT approved service
team. Recognising the importance of staff development, the
Stuart Highway dealership also invests a considerable amount
of resources into training their 125 staff members to ensure
they’re up to speed with the latest trends and technologies.

CASUARINA Ultra Tune 1–8,
Cnr Trower and Dripstones Roads,
Casuarina Square Shopping Ctr
8945 2122
COCONUT GROVE
Auto Kare Automotive,
16 Travers Street
COCONUT GROVE
Ben’s Automotive Repair Centre,
47 Delator Street

8985 6422

8948 4200

COCONUT GROVE
Prompt Auto Repairs Pty Ltd,
14 Travers Street

8985 6733

DARWIN Bridge Autos Toyota,
1 Stuart Highway

8946 0099

DARWIN Carmech,
5–7 Carey Street

8942 3342

Automobile Association of the Northern Territory

approved repairers

STUART PARK O’Brien Glass,
38 Stuart Highway

PALMERSTON
Palmerston Mechanical Centre,
51 Georgina Crescent

8932 2532

automatic transmissions

PALMERSTON Ultra Tune,
3 Muluka Street

8931 3411

YARRAWONGA Mick Taylor Automatics,
4618 McEnzie Place
8983 1231

STUART PARK
Auto Inspection and Road Service,
15/34 Bishop Street
8981 7333
STUART PARK Darwin Honda,
1–2 Duke Street

8981 3827

STUART PARK Darwin Mitsubishi, Suzuki,
Ssangyong, Land Rover, Volvo
34 Stuart Highway
8946 4444
STUART PARK Kerry Holden, Mazda, Nissan,
Mercedes, Jeep, Chrysler,
17–25 Stuart Highway
8980 8030
STUART PARK Brian Turner Automotive,
35 Stuart Highway
8981 9191
WINNELLIE Winnellie Auto Ctr 1–8,
1427 Stuart Highway
8984 4448
WINNELLIE NT Auto Repairs,
9 Steele Street

8947 4746

WOOLNER Paul’s Service Centre,
6 Charlton Court
8941 1322

specialist repairers
automotive windscreens

ALICE SPRINGS
Trusty Glass (O’Brien Glass agent)
31 North Stuart Highway (ARS 5031) 8952 3322

8981 4612

automotive exhausts
(also towbar specialist)

STUART PARK Muffler City,
26 Stuart Highway

8981 4406

automotive electrician
BERRIMAH (ARS 5039)
Outback Auto Electrical,
1902 Pruen Road
WINNELLIE
Peter Brown Auto Electrics,
426 Stuart Highway

•

8947 3758

8924 1241

crash repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Andrew Paterson
Crash Repairs, 49 Priest Street
8952 6360
BERRIMAH Berrimah Panel Works,
1140 McMillans Road
8984 3137
DARWIN Darwin Crash Repairs,
2 Finniss Street

8981 4000

WINNELLIE R J Panel Works,
Sadgroves Crescent

8984 4570

WINNELLIE B & S Body Works,
85 Winnellie Road

8947 2251
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Exclusive AANT members only sale
TERMS AND CONDITIONS
To obtain the benefits under the AANT Show Your Card & Save program,
members must show their membership card in a participating retail outlet, or
quote their member number if transacting via phone or internet, at the point
of payment to the relevant benefit provider for goods or services provided.
It is the responsibility of the member to ask for the Show Your Card & Save
benefit at the point of payment. The AANT gives no warranty in relation to any
goods, services or information provided by Retail Partners participating in the
program. Participation in the AANT Show Your Card & Save program is subject
to the full Terms and Conditions of the program which can be obtained from
the AANT Darwin branch, 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin, NT 0800. Any offers extended under the Program are subject to availability and subject to the Terms
and Conditions imposed by Show Your Card & Save Partners and will not be
redeemable for cash or kind. Any benefits provided to the member cannot be
transferred, assigned, sold or otherwise retained. For AANT Show Your Card &
Save inquiries, phone 08 8981 3837 or visit www.aant.com.au

Save up to 20%*
at Drummond Golf.

Present your AANT membership card for one day only

Thursday 30th July 2009 - 9am til 7pm
Your nearest Drummond Golf store is located at:

53 Stuart Highway, Darwin
Ph: 8981 7029
www.drummondgolf.com

20
Britz Campervans are a fun combination of
transport and accommodation all in one.
To explore the NT, just ‘Britz it’!

Contact the AANT on 08 8981 3837 or
visit 79-81 Smith Street Darwin.

OPSM AANT Advert_92x60.indd 1

Get 10% off Ω your
monthly access fee
as an AANT member

PL11/05/2009
U

get a f S +
6 mo ree
magaznth
subscr ine
iption

Don’t forget, AANT members save up to 10% at Drummond Golf all year round.
*Offer valid between 9am and 7pm on 30/07/09 only. Maximum discount is 20% off the ticketed
price. Discount excludes sale items, markdowns and cannot be used in conjunction with any
other offer. Discount is restricted to AANT members upon presentation of a membership card.

1:42:57 PM

Connect to a new Vodafone 24 month contract
today and receive 10% off Ω. Plus if you get in
before June 30 you’ll also get a free+ 6 month
magazine subscription of your choice.
What are you waiting for?

Make the most of now
For the best deals just click or call
vodafone.com.au/aant

1300 100 808

Offer subject to change and stock availability. Prices include GST. ΩOffer available to approved AANT members who connect to a new Vodafone 24 month
contract. Minimum monthly spend, minimum total spend and Early Exit Fee applies. 10% off offer applies to GST exclusive price of the access fee. Charges
for additional services will still apply. Although your contract (and liability to pay an Early Termination Payment, such as a Handset Recovery Fee)
commences with your acceptance of these terms and conditions, the commitment period will not commence until your service is activated. +Magazine
offer is available to approved AANT members who connect to a new 24 month Vodafone voice contract online or by phone from 01/06/09 to 30/06/09.
Minimum monthly spend, minimum total spend and Early Exit Fees apply. Offer only applies to participating titles of ACP Magazines Ltd and excludes gifts
and extras available with magazine purchase through retail outlets. Existing subscribers to any participating titles of ACP Magazines Ltd will have six
months free subscription added to the end of their current subscription period for the same title. Offer not valid in conjunction with any other subscription
offer or promotion for the participating magazines. Magazine choice is final once choice is submitted and will take up to 8 weeks for delivery of the first
issue. Vodafone Pty Limited ABN 76 062 954 554.
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SHOW YOUR CARD & SAVE

SHOW YOUR CARD & SAVE
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There are few things more
disappointing than arriving at what
has been advertised as top-of-therange accommodation, only to find
out it’s anything but. Accreditation
programs seek to counter this
problem and the STAR Ratings
program is by far the most common
and trusted accommodation scheme.
The STAR Ratings program
determines the quality of a property

No one likes wasting
their holiday waiting in line,
especially when there’s so
much to see. In an Australian
first, Dreamworld has
introduced a virtual queuing
system, Q4U, so the park’s
guests no longer have to
wait in lengthy lines for a
quick turn at each thrill ride.
Q4U is a small hand-held
device that enables guests to
virtually reserve a spot in the queue of any ride from anywhere
inside the park. The system leaves you free to explore other
rides, catch a show or visit a restaurant, all while knowing that
your Q4U is holding you a place in line. Queuing up has never
been so fun!
Daily hire is $10 per unit, and one Q4U system can queue
up to six guests at a time, at a cost of $5 per guest per day.
For exclusive member prices, don’t forget to prepurchase your Dreamworld entry passes from AANT
before you go.

The AANT Accommodation Guide is the only official
guide to Australia’s STAR Rated accommodation
properties and features more than 14,000 places
to stay. To purchase your copy of the guide at the
exclusive member price of $8 (RRP $16) visit the
AANT Office.

There’s no better way to
explore a country than by renting
a car and travelling through it
at your own leisure. However,
if you need to get around
overseas make sure you have an
International Driving Permit (IDP)
on you.
The AANT is the only
organisation in the Northern
Territory that is authorised to
issue an IDP. An IDP is official proof that you hold a valid
driver’s licence in your home country, allowing you to drive
internationally without further tests or applications. It’s
also a requirement for renting a motor vehicle in many
countries. Even if you don’t intend to drive you can use
your IDP as an alternative form of identification, so you can
keep your passport safely locked away.
For more information, or to apply for an International
Driving Permit, pick up an application form from
your local AANT Office, or download a copy of the
application form from www.aant.com.au

A TRAX HOLDEN 4 8 - 2 1 5

Australia’s first mass-produced car, the Holden 48-125 – later known as the FX – was built tough and offered good performance,
reliability and economy. This special Trax release of the 1948 edition is superbly finished in Georgian Metallic Green and
complemented by stunning chrome detailing.

If you’re like many
Australians you love
to travel. It’s a great
way to escape the
daily routine, discover
unknown territory
and new experiences.
Travelling is exciting
– when things go to
plan. But what do
you do when plans
go wrong?

Last year, Australians took 210 million
domestic trips, spending a total of $59
billion. That’s a lot of planning and
organisation, right from researching
and booking flights, tours and
accommodation through to navigating
driving routes and understanding
public transport systems.
But even the best planned
holidays can be spoilt by unexpected
emergencies or events completely
out of your control. So what happens
when a flight is cancelled, your
baggage is lost, or one of your
travelling companions becomes sick
and is unable to continue? What kind
of recourse do you have in trying to
recover any lost fees? That’s where
travel insurance comes in.

AANT now offers travel insurance, with
AANT members entitled to a 10 per cent
discount. Whether you’re travelling interstate
or overseas, travel insurance exists to take care
of the myriad of mishaps you can encounter
when travelling, including cancellations, lost
or stolen items and excess fees on equipment
hire such as rental vehicles. Importantly,
travel insurance also protects you against
unexpected hospital or medical expenses.
So if you’re planning to travel, consider
the additional cost and stress involved if
things don’t go to plan and travel with the
peace of mind offered by travel insurance.
For a quote on travel insurance and to take
advantage of exclusive member discounts,
contact the AANT on 8981 3837, drop into
the Smith Street office, or visit
www.aant.com.au

Save up to 15%
on insurance
Whether it’s insurance for your home and contents, car, boat, caravan or
WUDLOHUWKH$$17FDQSURYLGH\RXZLWKVXLWDEOHFRYHU

For your chance to win your own scale model of the 48-215,
write your name, address, membership and daytime telephone
number on the back of – or inside – an envelope and post it to:

What’s more, if you’re already an AANT member or become an AANT
member you’ll receive a genuine saving of up to 15% off the premium.
2QDQDYHUDJHKRXVHZLWKEDVLFKRPHDQGFRQWHQWVFRYHUWKDW¶VDVDYLQJRI
*. With a saving like this your membership has already paid for itself!

ntmotor Holden 48/215 Sedan Competition
Automobile Association of the NT Inc
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

For a quote or for more information about how to become an AANT
member, phone the AANT on 8981 3837, visit www.aant.com.au or
come in and see us at 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin.

CONDITIONS: The competition commences on 1 June 2009 and closes with the last mail on 7 August 2009. Prize value is in Australian dollars. Total prize pool valued at $39.95. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition entry criteria
will win the prize. The draw will take place at the AANT, 79 – 81 Smith Street, Darwin a 2pm on 10 August 2009. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the September
issue of ntmotor published on 31 August 2009.The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory, 79 – 81 Smith Street, Darwin NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529. Prize cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash.
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A A N T T RAV EL A DV IC E

by assessing it against a 1,000 point checklist covering clear
standards for facilities, amenities, maintenance, appearance
and cleanliness. With STAR Ratings you know exactly what
to expect – perhaps that’s why 70 per cent of travellers rely
on the scheme when choosing accommodation.

getting around overseas

beat the queues

© iStockphoto

A A NT TR AVE L S H O RT S

trust in the stars

*Based on $300,000 building and $50,000 contents listed events cover. $$17,QVXUDQFH3URGXFWVDUHLVVXHGE\7HUULWRU\,QVXUDQFH2I¿FH 7,2 $%1
:KHQGHFLGLQJWREX\RUKROG$$17,QVXUDQFH\RXVKRXOGUHDGWKH3URGXFW'LVFORVXUH6WDWHPHQW 3'6 ZKLFKLVDYDLODEOHIURPWKH$$17
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BY KIM WILLMER

A historic WACO biplane at Aldinga Airfield.

Overload-sensing aerobatic joy flights, pulse-racing surfing opportunities,
magical diving encounters and challenging bushwalking trails – welcome
to South Australia’s Fleurieu Peninsula and Kangaroo Island.

© SATC

because it’s not overrun with the high-rise
developments plaguing other popular
spots around the country, allowing its
natural beauty to flourish. Overcrowding
also isn’t an issue, so it’s the perfect
launch pad for any coastal adventure.

Point Ellen, Vivonne Bay.

Extreme adrenalin junkies can seek
refuge in these adventure playgrounds
of the south, but with an eclectic mix of
possible activities waiting to be embarked
upon it’s also the perfect place for novice
adventurers to test their nerve.

memorable dive experience, popular
locations include Port Noarlunga Reef,
The Bluff at Victor Harbor and Rapid
Bay Jetty – keep an eye out for the
spectacular native Leafy Sea Dragon,
which is known to haunt these waters.

Famed for its coastal thrills and activities,
the Fleurieu Peninsula carves up a lengthy
list of adrenalin-satisfying pursuits – the
serene vistas sprinkled throughout the
region are an added bonus.

The jewel in the region’s diving crown
though, is the Fleurieu Reef in Yankalilla
Bay – home to an entrancing display of
marine flora and fauna as well as the exHMAS Hobart. What truly makes this dive
location a cut above the rest is that you’re
able to explore the once guided missile
destroyer almost in its entirety, including
the engine room and gun turrets.

For the ultimate in extreme experiences,
there’s only one way to view the Fleurieu
– from the sky. Soaring over the surf
in a historic bi-plane, abseiling down
Onkaparinga Gorge or jumping out of a
plane above the McLaren Vale vineyards
are all guaranteed to get the
blood pumping.

As for surfing opportunities, these can
be found aplenty. Die-hard surfers revere
the heavy swells off the far south coast.
For those less experienced, the calmer
breaks along St Vincent’s Gulf can be
equally as rewarding.

If these adrenalin pursuits are a little too
hot to handle, cool right down and take to
the ocean. Flanked by the sheltered waters
For a more relaxed approach, a classic
of St Vincent’s Gulf and the pounding seas country drive is a great way to explore the
of the Southern Ocean, Fleurieu Peninsula splendour of the region, without breaking
is home to an assortment of top-notch
into a sweat.
aquatic adventures.
The fun doesn’t need to end when
A diver’s heaven, the Fleurieu’s crystalyou reach the small town of Cape Jervis.
clear waters are dotted with some magical Hop aboard the SeaLink ferry and head
dive spots, including designated trails,
overseas to Kangaroo Island. The best
shipwrecks and aquatic reserves. For a
thing about the short journey is that it’s
20

all part of the adventure – spot frolicking
dolphins, or, if it’s the right time of
year, whales may also come out to play.
Remember, as an AANT member you can
save 10 per cent on SeaLink ferry fares
when pre-purchased from the AANT
before you go.
Kangaroo Island’s alluring mix of
seclusion, rugged natural beauty and
extensive choice of potential island
adventures is driving many thrill seekers
across the waters of Backstairs Passage.
‘Expansive’ is certainly one word
to describe KI and if you truly want
to do the island justice, experiencing
everything on offer, it’s best to allow an
entire week. If you’re on a tight schedule
though, head straight to the south coast
for some of the state’s best nature-based
adventures, from kayaking down Harriet
River to riding a sturdy toboggan or sand
board down a towering sand dune at
Little Sahara.
An action holiday to Kangaroo Island
would not be complete without a visit
to Vivonne Bay, which in 2003 was
proclaimed ‘Australia’s Best Beach’ by
a Sydney University study of 10,000
Australian beaches. The secluded south
coast beach largely claimed the title

Kangaroo Island also has some notable
surf locations, again mainly to the south
and west coasts of the island. With the
winter northerly winds bestowing some
spectacular swells, now is a great time to
drag out the surfboard and conquer them
– but don’t forget to pack the wetsuit as
the waters are generally quite chilly.
While the island’s south may have a
reputation when it comes to possible
adventures, the north is still well worth the

discovery. Here the fully eco-accredited
tour company, Kangaroo Island Marine
Tours, will taxi visitors out to some of
the most secluded hidden coves in the
north, where snorkelling, discovering
seal colonies, taking a full-throttle Ocean
Extreme ride and swimming with dolphins
are all on the agenda.
Proving a hazard in the days of Captain
Cook, a number of ships ran into trouble
upon approach of the island. Today,
these unfortunate ends make for some
fascinating dive experiences, with several
shipwrecks able to be explored. For those
who’ve never dived before there are
quite a few tour companies catering
for beginners.

© This page: Patrycja Jachimowska

Port Willunga beach from a WACO biplane.

For an exciting experience the whole
family can enjoy, explore the amazing
underground labyrinth of sinkholes
and limestone caverns at Kelly Hill
Conservation Park. Hard core adventurers
can step up the pace and go adventure
caving with an experienced guide –
requiring you to squeeze,
slide and crawl through a number
of smaller caves. It’s certainly not for
the claustrophobic.
Break out of your comfort zone and
embark on an adventure in the Fleurieu
Peninsula and Kangaroo Island. For
assistance with maps, accommodation,
ferry fares and touring advice speak to
an experienced AANT travel consultant
on 8981 3837.

Holiday on Kangaroo Island between 1st May and 31st August and you’ll get 2 deals in the one amazing offer.

KANGAROO ISLAND
DOUBLE DEAL SALE
SeaLink offer you a double deal when you
book a 4-night Self Drive Accommodation
Package to Kangaroo Island, with the
SEALINK DOUBLE DEAL SALE.
YOUR DOUBLE DEAL OFFER INCLUDES:
s  NIGHTS ACCOMMODATION FOR THE PRICE OF 
s &2%% RETURN 3EA,INK FERRY FARE FOR THE DRIVER

Visit the AANT Office
or call 8981 3837.
Hurry, Kangaroo Island is twice as good
during SeaLink’s DOUBLE DEAL SALE!

*Conditions apply. Return driver free fare and 4 nights for the price of 3 offer are only available when purchased together. Special accommodation offer from participating properties only. One way or open dated
SeaLink ferry travel not permitted. Not available in conjunction with any other special or promotional offer. Valid for travel between 1 May and 31 August 2009 inclusive. ABN 69 007 122 367 Lic No. TTA 64062
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Noosa Heads may be
famous for the lovely
crescent of sand that
shapes Laguna Bay
and Main Beach, and
for the glamorous
boutiques and trendy
restaurants that
line Hastings Street,
but dig deeper and
there’s more to this
chic village than
meets the eye.

Lake Cootharaba, Great Sandy National Park.
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BY LEE MYLNE

ay “Noosa” and
most people think
immediately of Noosa
Heads, but the glitter
strip here is just part of
the wider area that takes in Noosa
Junction, Noosa Sound and Noosa
National Park.
Many of the attractions that
keep holidaymakers coming
back to Noosa year after year are
nature-based and appeal to a wide
scope of interests.
With sensational beaches,
dramatic mountains and a lush
green hinterland, Queensland’s
Sunshine Coast is full of natural
beauty. It is also home to a number
of man-made tourist attractions
which combine to make the region
a top holiday destination.

Noosa River, Noosaville.
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A walk down Hastings Street
this summer revealed a new look,
achieved by an almost $10 million
facelift which has upgraded the
streetscape, with new paving,
seating, lighting and landscaping.
At the end of the street, the path
leads into Noosa Woods and a
boardwalk traces the line of the
beach to bring you out at the spit,
where the Noosa River meets
Laguna Bay.
Noosa River, Noosaville.
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At the eastern end of Hastings Street, a
walk around the bays beyond Main Beach
will bring you to the entrance to Noosa
National Park. Here, walking trails lead
through parts of the 432-hectare park.
The best is the scenic coastal track, which
meanders for almost three kilometres
along the edge of the park, but it is worth
the extra effort to tackle the 4.8-kilometre
Tanglewood trail, which heads inland to
Hell’s Gates.
A unique way to experience the
natural beauty of the area is by water.
Take a cruise to explore the beautiful
Noosa River and the Noosa Everglades,
sometimes referred to as “the river
of mirrors” for its cool tranquillity. As
an alternative, kayakers can explore
the Noosa National Park coastline or
the Noosa River, with wildlife-spotting
opportunities along the way, including
dolphins, stingrays and water birds.
Exploring the Sunshine Coast beyond
Noosa means discovering the string of
beaches which extend from Caloundra in
the south to Rainbow Beach, about 40kilometres north of Noosa Heads.
Stretching north of Noosa is the
Cooloola section of the Great Sandy
National Park, home to beaches,
forests, and freshwater lakes, including
Queensland’s largest, Lake Cootharaba.
Forty-Mile Beach is a designated
highway (you’ll need a 4WD) which will
give you a close-up view of the coloured
sand cliffs at Teewah and Rainbow Beach,
a pristine stretch of coastline which is a
gazetted Aboriginal sacred site. If you’re
in the area the Carlo Sand Blow is not to
be missed.

Further south, at Mooloolaba, kids will
love the chance to get hands-on with
aquatic life at Underwater World. A touch
pool has starfish and sea cucumbers, and
there are displays on whales and sharks,
crocodiles, an otter enclosure, and a seal
show. A transparent tunnel with a moving
walkway allows a close up view of circling
sharks, stingrays, groupers, eels, and
more. For an additional cost, adults with
more of an adventurous streak can even
swim with the seals or dive with
the sharks.
Other wildlife encounters can be
experienced at Australia Zoo at Beerwah,
where the Irwin family continues the work
of the late conservationist and crocodile
hunter, Steve Irwin. The highlight is the
“crocoseum,” a 5,000-seat stadium
where croc feedings are held. You can
hand-feed kangaroos, pat a koala, hold
a snake, and see plenty of exotic animals
including tigers, cheetahs and elephants.
The Sunshine Coast hinterland offers
fantastic scenery and great walks – and
for those with tastes too eclectic to be
satisfied with the boutiques of Hastings
Street, the twice-weekly Eumundi Markets
are held on Saturdays and Mondays.
Other shopping options are on offer
in the hinterland villages of Mapleton,
Maleny, Montville and Flaxton.
The stunning volcanic plugs of the
Glass House Mountains are one of the
Sunshine Coast’s most photographed
panoramas, best viewed from Mary
Cairncross Scenic Reserve. The 52hectare reserve, named for pioneering
conservationist Mary Cairncross, is a
remnant of the rainforests that once
covered the Blackall Range.

For hikers seeking a challenge, the
58-kilometre Sunshine Coast Great Walk
winds through the Blackall Range, taking
in subtropical rainforest, open eucalypt
forest, gorges and waterfalls, including
Kondalilla Falls and Mapleton Falls.
Three of the Glass House Mountains
– Mt Ngungun, Mt Beerwah and
Mt Tibrogargan – also offer some
spectacular walking tracks through open
woodlands and to panoramic lookouts
and mountain summits. On Mt Ngungun,
you can abseil or rock climb.
While Noosa is one of Queensland’s
most popular holiday destinations, it
is a destination often overlooked by
divers, but there are several excellent
dive sites located off Noosa. Jew Shoal
is a large reef complex in the middle of
Laguna Bay. For advanced divers, head
to Sunshine Reef, south of Noosa Heads.
Another popular dive site is the retired
warship HMAS Brisbane, which was sunk
2.9-nautical miles off Mudjimba Island
in 2005.
Whether it’s a relaxing retreat,
nature escape or family fun you’re
after, Noosa can cater for all your
holiday needs. AANT consultants
can help with maps, car hire and
accommodation bookings, so drop
into your local AANT Office or call
8981 3837 to find out more. Don’t
forget, AANT members also have
access to exclusive savings on entry to
Underwater World and Australia Zoo,
so be sure to pre-purchase your tickets
from AANT before you go.

Get ready to see Australia
Get readyrail and save
Darwin to Alice Springs by Darwin to Adelaide by
rail $
return
rail $
return

199

OR $149
ONE WAY.

299

OR $199
ONE WAY.

Relaxing red service seats on The Ghan are filling fast.
Book before 30 June 09 for travel until 31 August 09.

BOOK NOW,
Contact your AANT Consultant
on (08) 8981 3837

All fares are based on Red Service day/night seat service. For bookings made from 1 April 2009 to 30 June 2009 for travel until 31 August 2009. All fares are as stated and only available online, also available in opposite direction. To break your journey with stopovers, sector fares will be applicable. Return Journey
must commence prior to 31 October 2009. All fares include a Fuel Price Surcharge. Prices are subject to change without notice, available for instant purchase. Non refundable. Conditions apply. Full terms and conditions are available at www.gsr.com.au Travel Agent Licence No. TTA 164 190. 01133CDDS

Time to see Australia
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People who forget to renew
often break down twice.

Your car breaks down. Then you realise you’re no longer a current member. It’s a nasty feeling. Last year there
were over 1,600 calls for help from non-members who had to join on the spot, paying considerably more. Don’t get
caught out. Just call (08) 8981 3837, go to www.aant.com.au or visit the AANT office 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin.

Your friend on the road.

