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welcome
BY E M MA WAT ERM A N

ED I TOR

Do you remember when you first got
your driver’s licence? For many of us,
it seems like a distant memory. In this
time, car technology has transformed
so it’s important we refresh our driving
techniques too. This edition, we take a
look at some of those old-school driving
habits it’s probably time to update
(pg 8). From how to position your side
mirrors to tips on changing gears,
there’s plenty of advice that, at the
very least, will provide food for thought
before you next hop into your car and
hit the road.
While AANT is always here to help
you out on the road, there’s plenty of
other ways we’re looking out for our
members. By now, most of you will
have heard about how you can save
on fuel, but don’t forget there are so
many more ways you can save, just by
being an AANT Member. Indeed, as we
launch two new Show Your Card & Save
partners, it’s a pretty exciting time to be
part of the AANT family. This edition,
we’re proud to introduce our newest
member partners, St John Ambulance
and Onsport. In the following pages,
you’ll find out how to access discounts
with these new partners.
In travel this edition, we jump aboard
The Ghan and soak in the natural
beauty of central Australia as we journey
from Darwin to Adelaide (pg 24). With
live music, apricot chicken and cooking
classes under the stars, we think there’s
no better way to experience the harsh
beauty of Australia than on a romantic
cross-country train journey.
Happy and safe motoring!

in brief

WIN

insight
AUSTRALIA’S BEST CARS DELAYED

a ride with
Robbie McEwen

B Y DAV I D L OY

A ANT P RESIDENT

As the largest, independent automobile awards program in the country, Australia’s Best
Cars (ABC) assesses vehicles on value for money; design and function; and on-road
performance. The results of the 2015 awards, which were due to be included in this
edition of ntmotor, have been delayed following recent issues with Volkswagen Group’s
vehicle emission compliance. As such, ABC is unable to accurately or fairly assess any
Volkswagen, Audi or Skoda vehicles
for this year’s program. More testing
is now being carried out, in order to
assess and compare the cars in the
program, to ensure the integrity of
RS
the judging is upheld. Information
THE WINNLEED
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will be available from the ABC website
REVEALNEERS
D
at www.australiasbestcars.com.au
when a new launch date has been confirmed.

Australia’s favourite cycling race – the Tour Down Under
– is mere months away, so to celebrate, AANT’s newest
Show Your Card & Save partner Onsport has a $25,000
cycling experience up for grabs. The prize – open to
participating auto-club members Australia-wide – will
see one lucky member and five friends travel to the
Gold Coast to spend time with Tour de France stage
winner, Robbie McEwen. Included in the bumper prize
is a two-hour bike ride and Q&A with McEwen; flights;
one night’s accommodation on the Gold Coast; a
three-course lunch at a beachside restaurant; plus
everyone will receive a cycling jersey, Fitbit gift pack
and signed McEwen autobiography. What’s more,
a runner-up from each state auto club will receive
a Fitbit prize pack. To be in the running to win, all
you need to do is purchase any Fitbit product from
Onsport at www.onsport.com.au before 31 December.
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Remember, AANT Members get 10 per cent off when shopping online at Onsport. From
clothing to accessories, Onsport is the place to go for all your sporting needs.
Conditions: Competition opens 1 November 2015 and closes 31 December 2015. The draw will take place on 4 January 2016. AANT abides by Australian
Privacy Principles. For full terms and conditions, visit www.aant.com.au. Lottery licence number LTPS/15/107935.

AANT’s free vehicle safety checks are back again, just in time for the holiday season.
The checks, which will be held on Saturday 5 December at the Bunnings carpark in
Coconut Grove, will cover everything from tyre tread and pressure, to child restraints
and brake fluid. If you can’t make the December checks, don’t worry, we hold events
regularly throughout the year, so be sure to look out for dates in the New Year.
Remember, if you can’t wait for one of our free vehicle checks,
you can take your vehicle to an AANT
Approved Repairer. While the service
won’t be free, all Approved Repairers have
the AANT stamp of approval, so you can
rest assured your vehicle is in good hands.
With repairers in Darwin and Alice Springs,
specialising in everything from windscreen
and electrical repairs to mechanical and
crash work, there’s sure to be someone
who’ll help get your vehicle on the right
track again.

December

2015 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Association’s 52nd Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held on 27 October
2015 at the Mantra Esplanade, Darwin.
The minutes of the 2014 AGM were confirmed and the Association’s Annual
Report and Accounts for the year ended 30 June 2015 were accepted. The elected
chair, David Loy, presented the previous AGM minutes, 2014–15 Financial Reports
and other nominated business.
The chair announced the retirement of three councillors,
each of whom nominated for re-election.
As no other nominations were received,
the following retiring nominees were
re-elected unopposed:

For all the news from AANT, remember to
check out our Facebook page.

WIN

• Grant Fenton
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A COPY OF ANZACS ON THE WESTERN FRONT

The definitive guide to the Western Front battlefields, ANZACS on the Western
Front is a must-read for anyone interested in our country’s history. The illustrated
account of life on the battlefield includes rare photographs
and documents from the Australian War Memorial archive.
Plus, the publication’s written by one of Australia’s leading
military historians, Dr Peter Pedersen. This edition, one lucky
ntmotor reader will win this enthralling and educational book.

• Mark Olivetta
• David Loy
Emma Waterman
Editor

For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT
Membership Number on the back of
– or inside – an envelope and post it to:

COMPETITION WINNERS
Congratulations to the following AANT competition winners from ntmotor September 2015.
Lonely Planet pack: L Macmillan, Driver
Camping pack: A Juneja, Alice Springs

dec 2015

This year, we invested a significant
amount into the association and
our members. The most notable
achievement is our partnership with
United Petroleum in the NT. Since
the launch in May, 53 per cent of our
members have taken advantage of
the fuel saving and members are still
providing positive feedback about the
savings they’re making at the bowser.
Members have saved more than
$200,000 since May. This puts us on
track to achieve our goal of delivering
over $500,000 back into members’
pockets within the first 12 months of
the partnership.
AANT will continue to lobby government
and the ACCC to ensure we pay a fair
fuel price; with members choosing to
shop around for their fuel, prices should
continue to stay competitive with the
southern states.
The 2014–15 financial year has also seen
AANT at a variety of major events around
the Territory. Our dedicated team has
been on the road meeting new and old
members in Alice Springs, Katherine
and Darwin. Make sure you keep an eye
out for the team at a shopping centre
near you! Next year we’ll be launching an
exciting new range of partner deals and
discounts, adding even more value to an
AANT Membership.
On behalf of the AANT council and team,
we wish you all a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year. If you’re travelling on
our roads over Christmas, please drive
safely and look out for each other.

David Loy
AANT President

WIN a copy of ANZACS on the Western Front
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801
Conditions: The competition commences 30 November with the last mail on 5 February 2016. Total prize pool is valued at $49.95. Entry is open
to all AANT Members. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey
Street, Darwin, at 2pm 8 February 2016. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published
in the March 2016 issue of ntmotor, published 14 March. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction
with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin,
NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

Britax pack: R Prestan, Darwin

4

With Christmas just around the corner,
it’s a good opportunity to reflect on the
past 12 months and let you know more
about the future plans for AANT.

Images @ iStock.

www.aant.com.au
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Tesla top
for innovation

In the coming year, AANT CEO Byron
Henderson says this is going to be even
more of a focus for the organisation.
‘Safety for all road users in the NT is
important for AANT. We will continue to
advocate for safer drivers, in safer cars, on
safer roads,’ he says.
This is why we’re proud to introduce our
newest Show Your Car & Save partner,
St John Ambulance NT. From basic first aid

to training on how to administer assistance
in remote locations, St John offers a range
of nationally accredited and other training
courses to suit all of your first-aid needs.

Not only can first-aid training help save
lives, but it can also alleviate short-term
pain and discomfort and even help reduce
healing time.

Now, AANT Members can save
10 per cent on any individual courses
offered in Alice Springs, Darwin, Katherine,
Nhulunbuy or Tennant Creek, plus 10 per
cent off any first aid kits purchased from
St John.

To book a course, you’ll simply need
to call 1300 St John or visit
www.stjohnnt.org.au and quote your
AANT Membership Number.

You never know when you may be called
on to assist in an emergency, and potentially
save a life. Indeed, with an increasing
number of deaths resulting from road
accidents in the Territory each year, it’s
worthwhile investing in first-aid training.

To find out more ways you can save with
AANT, visit our Show Your Card & Save
program online at www.aant.com.au/
membership/membersavings
or call 8925 5901 for more information.
Image © St John NT.

A GO TRAVEL PACK
If you’re heading off on a road trip, here are a few things that’ll make the ride comfier for you and your passengers.
Our Go Travel prize pack is made up of travel essentials including a soft memory foam seat cushion; an in-car
double USB charger for electricals; a blanket; and a sleep mask for passengers wanting to get some rest.
This edition we’re giving ntmotor readers the chance to win one of these essential road-trip kits.
For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT Membership Number on the back of – or inside
– an envelope and post it to:
WIN a Go Travel pack
Automobile Association
of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801
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Image © Tesla.

New car diary

AANT’s newest member partner – St John Ambulance – is here to help keep
our members safe on the road.
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Tesla Motors is the world’s most innovative
company, according to Forbes magazine’s
annual list. The ranking is even more
impressive considering Tesla’s the first
carmaker in history to secure the top spot.
The fast-growing US-based company,
which makes luxury all-electric vehicles,
was praised for its disruptive innovation
and focus on electric power. The
publication likened Tesla to companies
such as Apple and Starbucks, which also
sell high-quality products at a premium.

Skills for life
rom delivering road service when
you’re stranded on the side of the
road, to free vehicle checks to ensure
your car’s in good nick before heading off
on a road trip, AANT’s always looking out
for our members’ safety.

First and se

Conditions: The competition commences 30 November with the last mail on 5 February 2016. Total
prize pool is valued at $70.80. Entry is open to all AANT Members. The first entry drawn that fulfils the
competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin,
at 2pm 8 February 2016. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date.
The winner will be published in the March 2016 issue of ntmotor, published 14 March. Prizes cannot be
exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The
promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800
ABN 13 431 478 529.

Holden Spark
Holden has dropped the Barina tag
from its all-new Spark hatchback,
which is set to arrive down under early
next year. Improving on the outgoing
model, the second-generation Spark
comes with unique Australian tuning,
to deliver a smoother and quieter ride.
Proposed new safety features include
forward-collision alert and blind-spot
assist. It will also receive a larger and
more powerful 73kW, 1.4-litre fourcylinder engine, matched with a manual
or automatic continuously variable
transmission. Pricing for the popular
micro car is expected to start from
$13,990.
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Kia Sportage
When it lands in showrooms early
next year, the fourth-generation Kia
Sportage will have a whole new look
and feel. The slick and sporty exterior
facelift is complemented by interior
advancements allowing more room for
passengers. Under the bonnet, there’s a
choice between a petrol or diesel engine
and front or all-wheel drive. A raft of new
safety features is expected to include
autonomous emergency braking and
blind-spot detection have also been
earmarked for the new model. A first for
Kia Australia, the SUV will include Apple
CarPlay and Android Auto.

Fiat 500
Slated for release in the coming weeks, the
Fiat 500 has received subtle but important
changes, in order to remain relevant in the
ever-popular micro-car market. With the
same dimensions as it’s predecessor, the
incoming Fiat packs in advanced features
such as a Uconnect infotainment system,
seven airbags, steering wheel remote
controls and LED daytime running lights.
Ergonomics have improved inside with
more comfortable seats, and tweaks have
been made to the handling and suspension
package. Available as either a convertible
or hatchback, the Fiat will retain the same
powertrain as the outgoing model.

A TRAVEL WALLET

Whether you’re at home or travelling abroad, it’s important to make sure the all-important information
in your wallet is protected. So to help reduce identity theft, Go Travel’s RFID travel wallet is the perfect
solution. The leather wallet shields private information stored on RFID chips embedded into credit cards
and modern passports. Plus, with eight card slots and two note compartments, there’s plenty of storage
space for all your essentials.
For your chance to win one of these nifty wallets, write your name, address and AANT Membership
Number on the back of – or inside – an envelope and post it to:
WIN a travel wallet
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

Conditions: The competition commences 30 November 2015 with the last mail on 5 February 2016. Total prize
pool is valued at $53.95. Entry is open to all AANT Members. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition
criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at 2pm 8 February
2016. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published
in the March 2016 issue of ntmotor, published 14 March. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash.
Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the Automobile Association
of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

www.aant.com.au
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Cars and driving conditions have come a long way since most of us first
got behind the wheel, yet how many of us have taken the time to update
our old-school habits? This edition, we look at some key techniques it
might be time to rethink.

Positioning your
side mirrors too
close to your car

Here’s what a driver would see when
their mirrors are positioned too far
inward – the view of the lane next
to them is cut off.

Rather, all drivers have a legal
obligation to avoid a crash if possible.
So bottom line: while another driver
may be required to give way to you,
don’t force your way through if it’s not
safe. Remember, we all need to look out
for one another on the road because
mistakes can happen.

Those who learnt to drive before the age of airbags were told to hold
the steering wheel at 10 o’clock and 2 o’clock – and many would have
also passed this technique down to their kids.
While that method is still acceptable, changes in car technology
mean there might be a better way of doing things.
Indeed, there’s now a preference for holding the wheel at 9 and 3.
With most cars now having airbags, this position ensures your hands
are in a safer spot should the airbag deploy.
What’s more, hands at 9 and 3 also gives you slightly more control
over the car. While most new drivers do start out holding the wheel
correctly, many of us have developed bad habits over time, such as
holding the wheel with one hand or gripping the wheel on the inside.
No matter how long you’ve been driving for, it’s important to
maintain good techniques and not get lazy.

4.

Old-school drivers may shake their heads at the
thought of this, but when shifting into a lower
gear in modern manual cars, you don’t always
need to go one by one. It’s now quite acceptable
to skip a gear – going straight from fifth to third
for example. The correct technique here is to
brake to the speed you need and then select the
appropriate gear for that speed.

9

3

So why is this now okay? Modern brakes are so
much better, so the old expression ‘to save your
brakes’ doesn’t apply anymore.
What’s more, skipping gears decreases the
workload on your gearbox and clutch, which are
more expensive to maintain.
Remember that if you’re relying on your
gears to slow the car and haven’t put your foot
on the brake yet, then your brake lights won’t
be activated – so be aware of cars behind you.
Not communicating with the traffic behind you
increases the risk of a rear-end crash.

When done properly, a car should
seamlessly transition from your rear-view
mirror to your side mirrors and then
to your peripheral vision, minimising
blind spots.

dec 2015

For years, many drivers have used the
phrase ‘I’ve got right of way’; however,
there’s actually no such thing. While the
Australian Road Rules certainly require
drivers to give way in many different
situations (more than 30, in fact), this
doesn’t automatically give the other
driver the right to simply plough ahead.

Changing gears
one by one

To find the correct position, simply
angle them outward away from your car
until no part of your vehicle can be seen
in the mirror. Some people feel that
being able to see their own car helps
them judge the angle and distance of
the objects around them. If you choose
to do this, you should set the mirrors so
that you can only see a sliver of your car
at most.

8

How you hold the steering wheel

3.

The Common Way

1.

Most people were taught to position
their side mirrors so that they can see
the entire flanks of their car; but this
is actually wrong and increases your
blind spots. Basically, by positioning
your mirrors this far inward, you’re
unnecessarily overlapping with the view
you can see in your rear-view mirror,
while cutting out the crucial view of the
lane next to you.

Remember, you should always
still glance to your side before
changing lanes.

Forcing your
‘right of way’

2.

The Right Way

Here’s what they would have seen had
they moved their mirrors outward
– there’s actually a car in their blindspot.

While we’re talking about changing gears,
make sure you move your hand back to the
steering wheel as soon as possible, rather than
driving with one hand on the gearstick.

Image © iStock.

www.aant.com.au
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2014–15 members’ report

5.

Rotating your
wheels while
waiting to turn right

If you’re stopped at an intersection
waiting to make a right turn across
traffic, make sure you keep your steering
wheel straight. Many drivers point their
wheels in the direction they’re about
to head, ready to make their move.
But this attempt at a speedy take off is
actually dangerous. Put it this way: if you
happen to be rear-ended while waiting,
you’ll be pushed directly into the path
of oncoming traffic. As congestion
increases and roads become even
busier, it’s more important than ever to
break this bad habit.

2014–15 members’ report
6.

Letting passengers rest
their feet on the dash

It’s not just drivers who have out-dated habits they should break.
Indeed, it’s not uncommon to see a passenger with their feet resting on
the dashboard, particularly on a warm summer’s day with the windows
down. Once upon a time this wasn’t too much of a problem; however,
airbags have changed the equation. By resting their feet on the dash,
passengers are putting themselves directly in the path of the front
airbag… not the spot you want to be should the airbag deploy.

PUBLIC POLICY MATTERS

GOVERNANCE

AANT continued its advocacy this year with several submissions to
Government (NT and the Commonwealth), ACCC, media releases
and radio interviews. The Council regards this as one of our priority
areas and utilises the expertise of the Australian Automobile
Association (AAA) and constituent clubs to provide technical and
back-up support on matters of national interest.

This year saw a significant amount of investment into the association
and members. As a result AANT produced an operating loss this
year; however, the full effect of the strategic initiatives undertaken in
2014–15, particularly the fuel discount with United, will be seen in the
financial results from 2016–17 onwards. AANT continues to maintain
a robust financial position with $3.48m in total equity.

Of significance this year was AANT’s involvement in the Northern
Territory Government Fuel Summit. In the lead up to the summit,
fuel price margins had escalated to unprecedented levels and the
AANT Council made a commitment to finding a viable solution that
would benefit members and have a positive impact on the market
overall. In May, AANT launched a strategic partnership with United
Petroleum to increase competition in the market and as a result of
this work, Territorians have enjoyed some of the lowest fuel prices in
Australia. Since the launch members have saved over $200,000.

Councillors this year have remained stable with no changes and
by rotation, the three retiring councillors, David Loy, Grant Fenton
and Mark Olivetta offered themselves for re-election. On behalf
of the members, I extend thanks to all members of the council
for your considerable contribution to the Association, in a purely
voluntary capacity.

AANT also had representation on the local Black Spot Consultative
Panel, Drivesafe NT and the Road Safety Consultative Committee.
AUSTRALIAN AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION (AAA)
During the year, Grant Fenton (AANT Vice President) and I
represented AANT on the Board of the AAA. The relationships and
ability to share resources and best practice through the association
is invaluable and will continue into the future.
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*Conditions Apply

www.AshmorePalmsGoldCoast.com.au

*Voucher Conditions
The $50 accommodation voucher is
available for use at Ashmore Palms Holiday
Village for stays of 4-nights or more that fall prior
to 30th June 2017. Voucher is not redeemable for
cash. Maximum one voucher per reservation. The
voucher is redeemable on the accommodation tariff across
all holiday cabin styles, subject to availability.

Images © RAA, iStock.

The council this year has set a strategic plan for 2015–2020 and as
a result has appointed Byron Henderson as AANT’s first-ever Chief
Executive Officer to lead the strategic direction of the association.
IN CLOSING
With the new structure and strategic plan in place, the continued
support of our affiliated interstate clubs and benefits from our
investment strategies, we are in a sound position with member
services and revenue increasing for growth ahead.
Roadside assistance remains a core product for members. Our staff,
once again have been outstanding throughout the year in facing the
challenges associated with significant change and their continued
commitment to meeting members’ needs and expectations. On
behalf of the board, I record our thanks to all AANT staff and the
roadside contractor network for their dedication and commitment.
As a team we aim to grow and enhance the service, member benefits
and member outcomes going forward.

David Loy
AANT PRESIDENT

www.aant.com.au
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aant financials
AANT FINANCIALS

PRINCIPAL ACTIVITY

The following is an extract from the Annual Financial Report of the
Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Incorporated
for the year ended 30 June 2015. Please note that the full financial
report is available online at www.aant.com.au

The principal activity of the Association during the financial year was
the provision of roadside assistance services and other motoring/
touring related services to Members of the Association. There is no
change in the principal activity since last financial year.

COUNCIL’S REPORT

OPERATING RESULT

Your council members submit the financial statements of the
Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Incorporated for
the financial year ended 30 June 2015.

The net current year loss was $251,972 (2014: $292,502 profit).

COUNCIL’S STATEMENT
In our opinion:

COUNCIL MEMBERS
The names of council members during the financial year are
as follows:
¡	
Mr David Loy (President effective 21 October 2014)
¡ Mr Grant Fenton (Vice President effective 21 October 2014)
¡ Mr Douglas Phillips
¡ Mr Graeme Buckley

(a) the accompanying Statement of Comprehensive Income presents
fairly the performance of the Association for the year ended
30 June 2015;
(b) the accompanying Statement of Financial Position presents fairly
the financial position of the Association as at 30 June 2015;
(c) the accounts of the Association have been properly prepared and
are in accordance with the books of account of the Association; and

¡ Ms Suzanne Morgan

(d) there are reasonable grounds to believe that the Association will
be able to pay its debts as and when they fall due.

¡ Mr Quentin Kilian (Appointed 24 July 2014)

Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Council Members.

¡ Mr Trevor Cox (Appointed 24 July 2014)
¡ Mr Mark Olivetta (appointed 13 October 2014)
¡ Mr Daryl Manzie (Resigned 5 August 2014)
¡ Mr Robert Bradley (Resigned 5 July 2014)
¡ Ms Kylie Taylor (Resigned 10 July 2014)

David Loy
President

Date: 12 October 2015
Darwin
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Grant Fenton
Vice President

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS
OF THE AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION OF THE NORTHERN
TERRITORY INCORPORTED
We have audited the accompanying financial report of Automotive
Association of the Northern Territory Incorporated, which comprises
the statement of financial position as at 30 June 2015, the statement
of comprehensive income, the statement of changes in equity
and the statement of cash flows for the year then ended, notes
comprising a summary of significant accounting policies and other
explanatory information, and council members’ declaration.

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ RESPONSIBILITY FOR
THE FINANCIAL REPORT
Council members are responsible for the preparation and fair
presentation of the financial report in accordance with Australian
Accounting Standards and the Northern Territory of Australia
Associations Act, and for such internal control as the council
members determine is necessary to enable the preparation and
fair presentation of the financial report that is free from material
misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

AUDITOR’S RESPONSIBILITY
Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the financial report
based on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance
with Australian Auditing Standards. Those standards require
that we comply with relevant ethical requirements relating to
audit engagements and plan and perform the audit to obtain
reasonable assurance about whether the financial report is free from
material misstatement.
An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence
about the amounts and disclosures in the financial report. The
procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgement, including
the assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the
financial report, whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk

assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the
entity’s preparation and fair presentation of the financial report
in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate in the
circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion
on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal control. An audit also
includes evaluating the appropriateness of accounting policies used
and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by council
members, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of the
financial report.
We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient
and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinion.

INDEPENDENCE
In conducting our audit, we have complied with the independence
requirements of the Australian professional accounting bodies.

AUDITOR’S OPINION
In our opinion, the financial report presents fairly, in all material
respects, the financial position of Automobile Association of the
Northern Territory Incorporated as at 30 June 2015, and its financial
performance and cash flows for the year then ended in accordance
with Australian Accounting Standards and the Northern Territory of
Australia Associations Act.

BDO Audit (NT)
C J Sciacca
Audit Partner
Darwin: 1 October 2015

www.aant.com.au
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2014–15 members’ report
Changes in equity statement for the year ended 30 June 2015

Income statement for the year ended 30 June 2015
2015

2014

Retained Earnings

Total

$

$

$

$

4,757,707

4,210,026

Balance at 1 July 2013

3,435,770

3,435,770

(2,832,544)

(2,130,652)

Profit for the period

292,502

292,502

Administration fees

(588,720)

(464,400)

Other comprehensive income / (loss)

-

-

Employee benefits

(720,667)

(567,947)

Total comprehensive income for the year

292,502

292,502

Other expenses

(879,778)

(754,863)

Balance at 30 June 2014

3,728,272

3,728,272

Profit before income tax

(264,002)

292,165

12,030

337

Balance at 1 July 2014

3,728,272

3,728,272

(251,972)

292,502

Loss for the period

(251,972)

(251,972)

-

-

Total comprehensive income / (loss) for the year

(251,972)

(251,972)

Balance at 30 June 2015

3,476,300

3,476,300

Revenue
Member services expenses

Income tax expense
Total income for the year

Financial position statement as at 30 June 2015
2015

2014

Cash and cash equivalents

1,160,663

1,558,589

Trade and other receivables

161,983

160,543

Investments

3,860,487

3,727,139

Inventories

63,813

33,994

5,246,946

5,480,265

Current assets

Total current assets

$

$

Non-current assets
Plant and equipment

330,924

301,197

Intangibles

667,360

1,596

Deferred tax asset

16,047

11,911

Total non-current assets
Total assets

1,014,331

314,704

6,261,277

5,794,969

Current liabilities
Subscriptions and income in advance
Trade and other payables
Provisions
Loans and Borrowings
Total current liabilities

1,309,936

1,383,239

678,634

566,719

84,910

74,208

158,400

-

2,231,880

2,024,166

Non-current liabilities
Provisions

31,226

27,566

7,071

14,965

Loans and Borrowings

514,800

-

Total non-current liabilities

553,097

42,531

2,784,977

2,066,697

3,476,300

3,728,272

Retained earnings

3,476,300

3,728,272

Total equity

3,476,300

3,728,272

Deferred tax liability

Total liabilities
Net assets

Other comprehensive income / (loss)

Cash flow statement for the year ended 30 June 2015
2015

2014

$

$

4,158,310

3,868,997

(4,236,398)

(3,732,457)

Interest received

183,793

181,688

Commissions received

414,163

140,452

Net cash flows from operating activities

519,867

458,680

Term deposit investment

(133,348)

450,650

Purchase of fixed assets

(784,447)

(18,251)

Net cash flows used in investing activities

(917,795)

432,399

Net increase/(decrease) in cash and
cash equivalents

(397,926)

891,079

Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of financial year

1,558,589

667,510

Cash and cash equivalents at end of
financial year

1,160,663

1,558,589

Cash flows from operating activities
Receipts from members and customers
Payments to suppliers and employees

Cash flows from investing activities

Equity
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Visit the
AANT Shop

Go Travel
Twist n Set
Lock

e
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Members Price

15.95

$

RRP $17.95
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ct

Antler

Ne

w

•
•
•
•

Birth to 4 years (approx)
Rearward & front facing
Isofix compatible
4 recline positions

Titania
2 piece
Luggage set

Britax
Maxi Rider
AHR Easy Adjust

Members Price

369

$

Members Prices

Antler Luggage
Elara Set of 3

579

$

Members Price

179

$

RRP From $699

RRP $419

RRP $528

Hema
Camps 8

Lonely Planet
TSA Lock
with cable

Australia Wide
Members Price

Britax

$ 549

Members Price from

Millenia SICT

Britax
Platinum PRO
SICT

RRP $649

Members Price

Passport & Credit
Card Covers

9.

$

95

Members Price From

Lonely Planet
2016 Calendar

RRP $10.95

24.

99

$

629

$

RRP from $59.95
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24.

$

95

Members Price from

RRP $29.95

Lonely Planet
Ultimate Travelist

34.95

$

RRP from $39.95

RRP $34.95

Members Price

Go Travel
Blanket

RRP from $29.99

Members Price

$

RRP $729

13.55

$

RRP $15.95

W

Lonely Planet
Food Lovers Guide
to the World

29.95

95

$

Go Travel
Duo Pillow

Members Price

24.75.

$

RRP $27.50

NE

Members Price

49.

Members Price

Lonely Planet
World’s Best
Brunches

Members Price

24.95

$

RRP $29.95

Lonely Planet
Stretch lights

Members Price

16.95

$

Hema
HN7 Navigator

RRP $19.95

Members Price

629

$

RRP $699

VISIT THE AANT SHOP, CORNER OF KNUCKEY AND SMITH STREET,
ORDER OVER THE PHONE ON 08 8925 5901 OR SHOP ONLINE AT
WWW.AANT.COM.AU
Catalogue offers valid from 15 December 2015 to 14 March 2016 or until stocks last.
Prices are correct at the time of print.
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new car reviews

Mitsubishi
Triton

BMW

3 Series

There are plenty of vehicles on offer in the
ever-competitive ute market and now, the
new Mitsubishi Triton will make deciding a
whole lot harder.
Not only does the fifth-generation Triton
earn its keep lugging bags of cement during
the week, it can also take a cabin full of
people and tray of camping equipment on
the weekend.

DESIGN AND FUNCTION
The Triton is available with three body
styles: a single, double or club cab –
essentially a single cab with some extra
room to carry gear in the cabin or the
occasional passenger. Overall, there is
plenty of cabin room; however, drivers will
need to mind their head when climbing in.

Mitsubishi has the safety design right,
gaining a five-star ANCAP rating. To
VALUE FOR MONEY
complement the electronic stability control,
The Triton is well priced, starting as low as
the Triton also comes with trailer stability
$21,990 – plus on-road costs – for the single
assist – a system that detects and then
cab 2WD GLX; however, the top-of-the-range
helps reduce trailer sway.
double cab 4WD Exceed variant we tested is
almost twice that price at $47,490.
ON THE ROAD
Seeing out of the back of a ute has always
Whether it’s navigating a building site or
been difficult, especially with a load in
reversing a trailer down a boat ramp, the
the tray, so offering a reversing camera as
Triton is versatile on the road with good
an optional extra across the range – and
manoeuvrability and a short turning circle.
standard on the GLS and Exceed models – is Off-road suspension adjustments mean it’s
a great improvement.
now even better equipped to tackle hilly
The Exceed comes equipped with plenty of off-road terrains, plus it’s not as truck-like
to drive as the outgoing model. There are
smart features including leather seats, smart
two engines in the range: a 2.4-litre turbo
key, powered driver’s seat and dusk-sensing
diesel and a 2.4-litre multipoint injection
headlamps.
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petrol. The base GLX is only available in a
manual, while the Exceed
comes in auto only. For the rest you’ve got
a choice.

At the centre of the BMW brand is it’s volume
selling 3 Series, and as it enters its sixthgeneration, the range is set to be as popular
as ever.

SUMMARY
The Triton has been a reliable workhorse
for decades and the latest offering adds
to that reputation, while also meeting the
needs of the new-millennium tradie with a
life to live on the weekend.

Each year, the 3 Series sells about 10 million
vehicles around the world and, in Australia
alone, one in every two BMWs ever sold has
been a 3 Series.

MITSUBISHI TRITON EXCEED
POWER
133kW @ 3500rpm
TORQUE
430Nm @ 2500rpm
PRICE AS TESTED
$47,490
FUEL CONSUMPTION
9.4L/100km
GREEN VEHICLE GUIDE RATING
CRASH RATING (ANCAP)
WARRANTY
5 year/100,000km

VALUE FOR MONEY
In the refreshed range, which starts from
$54,900, BMW has focussed on adding
value while keeping any price increases to
a minimum. Indeed, most models across
the range, from the 318i to the 330i, receive
an additional $500 to $1700 worth of
extra equipment.

in-car connectivity system, ConnectedDrive
Lifestyle. On top of the normal suite of safety
equipment, such as six airbags, the 3 Series
also comes with lane-departure assist and
autonomous emergency braking as standard.

petrol engine, which is a pleasure to drive.
But for the quintessential BMW throaty
roar and performance, the turbocharged
3.0-litre six-cylinder engine in the 340i is
the way to go.

DESIGN AND FUNCTION
The updated 3 Series hasn’t had any drastic
dimensional changes, so the rear leg room
for passengers remains adequate. The
boot can cope with the normal weekendgetaway luggage and the 40:20:40 splitfolding rear seat backrests provide some
loading flexibility.

SUMMARY
Each model in the new BMW 3 Series range
has its own virtues and price-packaging
offsets, but the 330i is the best balance
between sports luxury and price.

ON THE ROAD
Every model in the new 3 Series receives a
new engine, all of which come with an eightspeed automatic transmission, or six-speed
manual on request.

However, the top-of-the-class 340i sedan,
which is priced at $89,900, is $3140 cheaper
than its predecessor with $7785 worth of
The entry-level 318i has inherited a
extra kit. Capped-priced servicing is available
turbocharged 1.5-litre three-cylinder petrol
at $1240 over five years or 80,0000km.
engine from the 2 Series Active Tourer; the
Technology now standard across the
320d is paired with a turbo diesel, which
range includes a surround-view camera,
delivers hefty torque down low; while the
real-time traffic information and BMW’s
320i has a responsive 2.0-litre four-cylinder

3 SERIES 318i
POWER
100kW @ 4400–6000rpm
TORQUE
220Nm @ 1250–4300rpm
PRICE AS TESTED
$54,900
FUEL CONSUMPTION
5.4L/100km
CRASH RATING (ANCAP)
WARRANTY
3 years/unlimited kilometres

www.aant.com.au
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used car review

motoring

Ask an expert…

Hyundai
Elantra

I’m in the market for a new car
and I’ve noticed many now come
with CVT. What is this?

2009

Continuously Variable Transmissions (CVT) are increasingly common
in modern vehicles. Unlike regular automatic cars that have a set
number of gears, those with a CVT transmission have infinite choices
between the top and bottom gears. This is achieved by a system of
pullies connected by a chain, which change in size depending on
the speed you’re travelling. So what are the benefits of this system?
Firstly, CVT vehicles boast improved fuel efficiency, compared to
their counterparts with fixed-gear ratios. As the engine always stays
in the most efficient rev range for any given situation, only fuel that’s
actually needed will be used.
Behind the wheel of a CVT vehicle, you’ll notice an overall smoother
driving experience, as there are no distinct gearshifts. Sometimes
this can feel a bit like a slipping clutch on a manual transmission,
where there’s a noticeable lack of power. This is because the gear

A decade ago, Korean vehicles had a
reputation for being cheap and poorly made.
The Elantra was one of the first models
where Hyundai started to shake this stigma
off. It was a popular seller because it was an
affordable, practical and spacious car for its
class. What’s more, the 2009 model had a
noticeable change in the quality of build and
materials, in line with Japanese-built cars of
the time.

PRICE RANGE

SX (auto) $6900–$9700
SLX (auto) $7700–$10,800
Elite (auto) $8400– $11,900

PRICE WHEN NEW
SX (auto) $21,990
SLX (auto) $24,490
Elite (auto) $26,990

AVERAGE KILOMETRES
93,000km

CRASH RATING (ANCAP)
★★★

GREEN VEHICLE GUIDE RATING
★★★★★

The 2.0-litre engine does the job of getting
occupants from A to B, with a reasonably
economical fuel-consumption figure of
around 8L/100km. The handling is a bit
soft and less precise, but this is fine for city
driving. If you need the functionality of a
hatchback, you’ll need to look elsewhere as
the Elantra only comes in a sedan body style.
There are four models available: the base
SX, the SLX, Elite and Elite S. The level of
safety equipment depends on the model,
as well as any option packs, which may have
been fitted when the vehicle was bought
new. The SX has basic airbags, whereas the
SLX comes with additional front-side airbags.
Safety-upgrade packages were available for
these models, including electronic stability
control and curtain airbags.
The Elite models have traction and
electronic stability control, electronic brake
force distribution, dual front and front-side
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airbags and front seatbelt pre-tensioners.
For 16-inch alloy wheels, you’ll need to
opt for the Elite models, as the other variants
have steel rims and hubcaps as standard.
Overall, the Elite models are probably
the best value-for-money option in the
Elantra range.
Most Elantras will be out of their fiveyear warranty by now, so it’s likely that any
major problems will have been fixed under
the warranty. However, this relies on owners
having their car regularly serviced, so it’s
particularly important to check the service
records are up to date on any Elantra you’re
looking to buy.
The major timing belt service is due at
90,000km or every 72 months, and will cost
around $1300. At the same time, the repairer
may also recommend replacing the full
timing-belt kit, oil seals and water pump,
which will bump the cost up another
$500 to $700.
The Elantra is a comfortable and easy-todrive small car that’s good value in today’s
used-car market.
All car reviews are compiled by AANT Head of Technical and
Automotive and Australia’s Best Cars judge, Mark Borlace.
Prices shown for used cars are approximate dealer retail prices
for vehicles in average-to-good condition. These
prices will vary depending upon vehicle condition and
kilometres travelled. Source –
Glass’s guide. For full range
of prices, contact AANT
Technical Advisory Service
on 1300 661 466.

ratios are continually changing and finding the best ratio for the
throttle demand.
On the downside, when quicker acceleration is needed, some
vehicles with CVT can sound like they’re working harder than normal
due to the higher engine revs. While they may sound a little noisier,
this is normal and should not be of concern. Although there may be
differences in how the system feels on the road, the good news is that
you don’t need to change your driving technique. All you need to do
is select drive and away you go. If you’re considering buying a CVT
vehicle, we’d recommend taking it for a thorough test drive so you
can get a feel for the driving experience.
Find out more by calling AANT's Technical Advisory Service
on 1300 661 466.

Image © iStock.

Automobile Association of the Northern Territory

approved repairers
mechanical repairers

WINNELLIE St John Ambulance
7 Raphael Road

ALICE SPRINGS Centralian Motors
Corner North Stuart Highway
and Dalgety Road
8952 2333

WOOLNER Auto Inspection and Road Service
15/34 Bishop Street
8981 7333

ALICE SPRINGS Peter Kittle Motor Co
46 Stuart Highway
8955 4200
ALICE SPRINGS St John Ambulance
74 Sargent Street
8950 0600
BERRIMAH Hidden Valley Auto Ctr
9 Hidden Valley Road
8947 0060
CASUARINA Ultra Tune 1–8
3 Dripstone Road

8945 2122

COCONUT GROVE
Ben’s Automotive Service Centre
47 De Latour Street

8985 5455

COCONUT GROVE Prompt Auto Repairs Pty Ltd
14 Travers Street
8985 6733
PALMERSTON Atic Mechanical Repairs
17 Beresford Road
8932 2002
PALMERSTON Ultra Tune
3 Muluka Street

8931 3411

PINELANDS NT Fleet Solutions
Units 3 & 4/894 Stuart Highway

8931 3337

STUART PARK NT Automotive Group
34 Stuart Highway
8946 4444
STUART PARK Brian Turner Automotive
35 Stuart Highway
8981 9191
WINNELLIE NT Auto Repairs
9 Steele Street

8947 4746

8922 4435

WINNELLIE Winnellie Auto Ctr 1–8
370 Stuart Highway
8984 4448

WOOLNER Paul’s Service Centre
6 Charlton Court
8941 1322

specialist repairers

automotive windscreens

ALICE SPRINGS
Trusty Glass (O’Brien Glass agent)
31 North Stuart Highway
8952 3322
COCONUT GROVE Windscreens Territory
2 Totem Road
8948 1288
YARRAWONGA Top End Windscreens
4 McCourt Road
8932 4040
STUART PARK O’Brien Glass
38 Stuart Highway

8923 1600

WINNELLIE Top End Windscreens & Tinting
Unit 1/109 Reichardt Road
8947 4460

automatic transmissions

YARRAWONGA Mick Taylor Automatics
4618 McEnzie Place
8983 1231

automotive electrician

BERRIMAH
Cooltech Auto Electrical & Airconditioning
4/4 Moo Street
8947 2685
COCONUT GROVE
A&C Automotive Electrics
Unit 1/6 Travers Street

•

8948 1244

diesel specialists

BERRIMAH MTQ Engine Systems
20 Anictomatis Road
8984 3953

crash repairers

ALICE SPRINGS Andrew Paterson
49 Priest Street
8952 6360
BERRIMAH Boscato Panel Works
1140 McMillans Road

8984 3137

DARWIN Darwin Crash Repairs
2 Finniss Street

8981 4000

WINNELLIE B & S Body Works
85 Winnellie Road

8947 2251

mechanical repairer
categories

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

Engine tune-up
Minor engine repair and vehicle servicing
Major engine repair
Steering and suspension
Brakes
Electrical
Clutch, manual transmission and rear axle
Automatic transmission

9 Air conditioning

Where no categories are shown,
the repairer is approved in all nine.

•AANT Battery Service Centre
www.aant.com.au
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what’s on NT

1–31 DECEMBER

Decembeard Australia
Various locations
Now in its third year, this hair-raising fundraiser
encourages Australian men to grow a beard to
raise awareness and much-needed funds for
bowel cancer.
www.decembeard.org.au

5 DECEMBER

Darwin Symphony Orchestra – Master Series 4
Darwin Convention Centre
Music and dance combine in a unique
reflection on the Darwin community, 40 years
on from Cyclone Tracy. Four world-premiere
performances have been specifically created for
the tribute.
www.dso.org.au

6 DECEMBER

Carols by Candlelight
Anzac Oval
Gather with family and friends to
welcome the coming of Christmas at Alice
Springs’ annual carols event. There’ll be
entertainment, fireworks, food and even a
guest appearance from Santa.
www.alicesprings.nt.gov.au

13–20 DECEMBER

Santa Fest
Darwin Waterfront
Celebrate the lead-up to Christmas with
Santa at the Darwin Waterfront including a
disco party, Christmas crafts and plenty of
prizes up for grabs.
www.waterfront.nt.gov.au

31 DECEMBER

New Year’s Eve concert
Darwin Waterfront
Send off 2015 in style with friends
and family at this free outdoor concert
and fireworks spectacular. Festivities
kick off at 5.30pm with entertainment
from local performers and personalities.
www.waterfront.nt.gov.au

4 JANUARY–29 NOVEMBER
Berry Springs Community Markets
Berry Springs
Join locals on the last Sunday of the month at this
community market boasting local produce, crafts,
plants and second-hand goods. Kids will love the
tug-of-war and running competitions.
www.litchfield.nt.gov.au

Who you turn to for great
AANT Member offers.

dec 2015

SAVE

23–24 JANUARY

Hottest 7s
Rugby Park, Marrara
World-class rugby players bring the
heat to Darwin in this annual
tournament featuring seven-a-side teams from
Australia and abroad. With a $65,000 prize pool, it’s the
richest tournament of its kind in the southern hemisphere.
www.hottest7s.com

26 JANUARY

Australia Day Fun Run
Darwin
What better way to spend the public
holiday than getting active in an
early-morning fun run. Reward yourself
after the run with a sausage sizzle and keep cool with
water-based activities.
www.waterfront.nt.gov.au

8–15 FEBRUARY

Imparja Cup Cricket Carnival
Alice Springs
The battle for the hotly contested
Imparja Cup is on again with a mix of
20/20, 40 overs and Super 8 contests.
All-indigenous teams come from around
Australia for the annual event.
www.ntcricket.com.au

19 FEBRUARY

Anniversary of the Bombing of Darwin
Bicentennial Park
Remember those who fought to defend
Darwin in 1942, when the Second World
War came to Australia’s shore. The service
at the Cenotaph will commence at 9.30am.
www.frontlineaustralia.com.au

%*

UP TO

or 5% off
* off RRP en you show
%
10
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nt* w
in store.
n discou
campaig NT member card
your AA

On Goodyear and Dunlop tyres, tyre and wheel packages and wheel alignment*

*10% discount is calculated off the RRP and is available on Goodyear and Dunlop tyres, wheel alignments and tyre and wheel packages (with 4 Goodyear or Dunlop tyres).
5% discount is calculated off campaign discount and is only available for tyre purchases. Offer not to be used in conjunction with any other offer.

Call 13 23 81

visit beaurepaires.com.au

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

To obtain the benefits under the AANT Show Your Card &
Save program, members must show their membership card
in a participating retail outlet, or quote their member number
if transacting via phone or internet, at the point of payment to
the relevant benefit provider for goods or services provided.
It is the responsibility of the member to ask for the Show Your
Card & Save benefit at the point of payment. The AANT gives
no warranty in relation to any goods, services or information
provided by Retail Partners participating in the program.
Participation in the AANT Show Your Card & Save program is
subject to the full Terms and Conditions of the program, which
can be obtained from the AANT Shop, 2/14 Knuckey Street,
Darwin, NT 0800. Any offers extended under the program are
subject to availability and subject to the Terms and Conditions
imposed by Show Your Card & Save Partners and will not be
redeemable for cash or kind.
Any benefits provided to the
member cannot be transferred,
assigned, sold or otherwise
retained. For AANT Show
Your Card & Save enquiries,
phone 08 8925 5901 or visit
www.aant.com.au

Got an event you’d like promoted? Email ntmotor@raa.com.au
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Show Your Card & Save

10% OFF * AT REPCO

As an AANT Member you’ll get 10% off a wide range of parts,
accessories and lubricants.
And if some Repco Know How is what you need, our friendly,
expert staff are always ready to share their knowledge to help
you get the job done. Repco has over 90 years of motoring
Know How supplying parts, accessories and advice to
millions of Australian drivers and motoring professionals.
So if it’s time to change your oil
or give your car a little extra care
get into Repco.

www.repco.com.au
DON’T FORGET TO SHOW
YOUR CARD & SAVE.
*Excludes discounted and catalogue lines, motor vehicle & marine batteries,
transmissions, engines & cylinder heads, satellite navigation equipment, gift
cards, combo deals and trade purchases. Store stock only.

R422496_MAR

www.aant.com.au

Images © iStock.
422496_SYC&S_AD_10%OFF_AANT_120x90_MAR.indd 1
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travel

Rollin’ along

A journey across the wild and woolly heart of Australia needn’t be
reserved for the most intrepid of travellers.
Story: John Pedler

I

’ve been a fan of singer, Russell
Morris, since I was kid, so when he
launched into his classic, Wings of
an Eagle, it was one of those hair-onthe-back-of-the-neck moments. And on
this occasion, it was even more tingly,
because his haunting lyrics were drifting
out across the Katherine River on a warm
Northern Territory evening. It was the
fifth annual Ghan Anzac Tribute journey,
and my fellow passengers and I were
enjoying our first dinner together, in a
clearing beside the river.
We’d boarded the train in Darwin that
morning, and there was no shortage
of excitement as we prepared for the
3000km rail trip through the heart of the
continent. Most on board were veterans
or veterans’ families, and it wasn’t long
before they’d gathered together in the
lounge car. Conversation was buzzing by
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the time the outskirts of town had given
way to tropical savannah, dotted with
two-metre high termite mounds.
We pulled into Katherine after lunch
and by mid-afternoon we were cruising
between the towering orange cliffs of
Katherine Gorge. When we returned
to the landing, we were treated to a
performance of traditional Jawoyn
music and dancing.
As the sun set and dinner appeared
from somewhere, Russell and friends
hit the stage while tiny bats flitted
overhead, snatching insects attracted
by the light.
When our time at this impromptu
restaurant ended, we headed back to
The Ghan to find the cabin fairies had
turned our seats into beds, fresh with
crisp linen sheets.

When I awoke the next morning, the
view through my window suggested
we were well and truly in outback NT.
Ahead lay a day of complete relaxation,
watching the ever-changing scenery and
eating… so much eating. Every meal
was eagerly anticipated, as dishes like
saltbush dukkah and mustard rack of
lamb emerged from the kitchen. Relaxing
in the lounge car, I overheard someone
say it was like being in a Western
movie, riding the iron horse through the
badlands. For me this was the real hook
of the trip. Plopped in a comfortable
chair, with a cool drink in hand, the scene
beyond the windows was one of wild,
yet dangerous beauty. Outside, was a
raw and hostile landscape, but just down
the corridor, seasoned chicken thigh was
marinating in Loxton apricots.
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We arrived in Alice Springs the following
afternoon, and our dinner venue was a
real surprise. With the MacDonnell Ranges
as a backdrop, the sheer rock walls of
an old quarry formed a richly coloured,
earthen amphitheatre, creating a unique
atmosphere for a barbecue dinner and
show. Up on stage, a damper cooking
lesson was delivered with wry Aussie wit.
A bush balladeer then had the crowd
tapping their toes and, as the evening’s
entertainment drew to a close, we were in
for one more surprise – a brief tour of the
heavens. When the lights flicked off, we
were stunned to see just how many stars we
were sitting beneath.
The next morning, the 25th, everyone
rose before sunup and we were taken to a
place as evocative as any in the land – the
memorial on top of Anzac Hill. Designed by
Reverend Harry Griffiths of the Australian
Inland Mission, it was dedicated in 1934 to
the memory of those who served in World
War One. Passengers gathered together
with locals of all ages and, on a hilltop in
central Australia, we stood together as
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the strains of The Last Post filled the crisp
morning air. Following the Dawn Service,
veterans from The Ghan once again joined
the locals for the Anzac Day March.

on through the night, arriving in Adelaide

way to go. This service also includes the

the next morning; however, the new Ghan

Alice Springs quarry experience. On the

Expedition service pulls up at Manguri

Anzac trip, there were a few extra goodies,

and passengers are transported across the

including dinner by the Katherine River; but

From Alice Springs, The Ghan headed
back into the bush, and somewhere in the
night we passed by the lonely Manguri rail
siding. Our commemorative train travelled

plains for a tour of Coober Pedy. If you’ve

on every Ghan journey, tours of Katherine

ever been keen to visit this enigmatic opal

Gorge and Alice Springs, plus meals and

mining town, but are not so keen on the

drinks on board are included for Gold and

850km drive from Adelaide, then this is the

Platinum passengers.

This iconic Australian rail trip lurks
around many a bucket list, and for
good reason.
Not only does The Ghan cross the
continent, visiting iconic landmarks along
the way, it also ventures into parts of the
country that are only accessible by rail.
From the tropics to the outback to the

streets of Adelaide, there are few more
comfortable ways to see the country.

PREVIOUS: The Ghan crossing Ferguson River,
Northern Territory.
ABOVE: Enjoying the scenery; dining under
the stars, Alice Springs; breakfast onboard
The Ghan.

Save 15% on
travel insurance
Take advantage of
the special discounts
offered to AANT
members.
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save

Travel insurance you can trust.
•
•
•
•

Budget and Premium levels of cover
Annual travel policies for frequent travellers
Cover for individuals, couples and families
A low priced Bali specific insurance policy

You should consider the Product Disclosure Statement available in shop, at aaant.com.au or call 8925 5901 before making any decision about this product.
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Members only!

NEW
EXCLUSIVE!
FOR AANT
MEMBERS

15

%
OFF the best rate of the day

An unbeatable
with Thrifty Car Rental in Australia & New Zealand.

NEW SUV
RANGE
AVAILABLE

Member favourite - Mitsubishi ASX

Enjoy extra savings on Thrifty’s additional Member benefits:
AANT
Members

SAVE

Ultimate Protection
$5 per day

aant.com.au/thrifty

Premium Protection
$5 per day

Free Additional Driver
$5 per day

08 8925 5901

GPS Navigation
$3 per day

AANT Darwin office

Thrifty is AANT’s preferred car rental partner
Terms & conditions apply. All offers are valid for commenced and completed rentals from 01 November 2015 until 31 October 2016. Must quote AANT Membership number at time of booking and present a valid Membership
card upon reservation & time of collection. 15% discount on best rate of the day, available at Thrifty locations in Australia and New Zealand only. Damage Waiver Premium Protection available at a discounted price of $22/day
or Ultimate Protection at $28/day, both options discounted by $5/day, available in Australia only. Ultimate Protection is capped at 10 days per 30 day rental. New Zealand Protection Options include Total Protection Package &
Accident Excess Reduction, both options discounted by $5/day. For more information on damage waiver products in Australia & New Zealand please speak to a consultant. Additional driver fee waived for AANT members, offer
valid in Australia only. GPS unit hire available at a discounted daily price of $7.70 (Inc. GST) at selected locations in Australia only, usual daily rate is $11 and a capped rental price of $77.00 (Inc. GST) for a maximum of 30 days
rental. Offers are subject to availability & cannot be used in conjunction with any other promotion, special offer or coupon. All car rentals must meet the standard age, driver licence and credit requirements of Thrifty. All rentals
are subject to the terms and conditions of the Rental Agreement. For full terms and conditions go to aant.com.au/thrifty or speak to an AANT Travel consultant. AANT Travel Pty. Ltd. ABN 45 144 538 803. Lic No TAS025.

