
AustrAliA’s Best CArs
the 2012 winners revealed

GoinG Bush in style
A look at glamorous camping

DeCeMBer 2012 www.aant.com.au

Automobile Association
of the Northern Territory Inc.

All FuelleD uP
how to save on fuel

WIN a  
Hyundai i20!



Competition commences 1 November 2012 and concludes 31 January 2013.  
Terms and conditions apply, see instore for more details.  Not valid when joining on road. NTL12/42.

see page 6 for more details. 

Win a  
Hyundai i20!

To celebrate the opening of our new 
shop, we’re giving AAnt Members 
the chance to win a hyundai i20.



President 
Robert Bradley

Council Members 
Doug Phillips (Vice-President),  
David Booth, Graeme Buckley,  
Daryl Manzie, Suzanne Morgan,  
Mark Sweet, Sharon Winks. 

General Manager 
Edon Bell

Office 
2/14 Knuckey Street 
DARWIN NT 0800

Postal Address 
GPO BOX 2584 
DARWIN NT 0801 
Phone (08) 8925 5901 
Fax (08) 8925 5902 
Web www.aant.com.au 
Email info@aant.com.au

24hr Emergency Road/Battery Service 
Phone 13 11 11

SMS Service for Hearing and 
Speech Impaired 
SMS 0427 131 110

Technical Advisory Service 
Phone 1300 661 466

AANT Membership 
Phone (08) 8925 5901 
Email membership@aant.com.au

AANT Touring 
Phone (08) 8925 5901

Insurance Enquiries 
Phone (08) 8925 5901  
Web www.aant.com.au

ntmotor 
Editor 
Marija Filipovic 
Email ntmotor@raa.com.au

Advertising 
HWR Media & Communications 
Phone (08) 8379 9522

Design 
Mark Vincent

Printer 
Lane Print & Post

ntmotor is printed on environmentally responsible
paper, manufactured under the environmental
Management System ISO 14001 using elemental
chlorine-free (ECF) pulp sourced from sustainable,  
well-managed forests. ntmotor is printed using  
vegetable-based inks from renewable sources and  
low-energy perfecting print processes. ntmotor is  
mailed in totally degradable plastic (TDPATM). TDPATM  
technology enables products made from polyethylene 
(PE), to degrade when discarded.
Don’t forget to recycle this magazine.
To find out more visit www.pneb.com.au

december 2012

FEATURES

08 The safe way 
 AANT’s Mentor Driver Programme

10  All fuelled up 
How to cut your fuel bill

12 Australia’s Best Cars 
 The 2012 winners revealed

19  Members’ Report

26 Going bush in style 
 A look at glamorous camping

28 A monument to limestone 
  The natural wonders of Mount Gambier

C O N T E N T S
REGULARS

04  Welcome

04  In brief

05  Insight

16  Shopping

18   Ask an expert

30  What’s on NT

31  Show Your Card & Save

COMPETITIONS

05 WIN a Garmin GPS

06 WIN a Hyundai i20

07 WIN a model car

Going bush in style – 26

Im
ag

e 
©

 W
ils

o
n 

Is
la

nd
.

COVER IMAGE

Disclaimer – No responsibility is accepted by the AANT for the accuracy of information contained in 
advertisements in ntmotor. Publication of an advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the AANT of 
any product, nor warrant its suitability. ntmotor DOES NOT ACCEPT UNSOLICITED MATERIAL.

© Copyright Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc. All rights reserved. This material is copyright 
under Australian and international laws. Except as permitted under the relevant law, no part of this work may be 
reproduced by any process without prior written permission of and acknowledgement to the AANT.

Australia's Best Cars award winner for category 'Best Sports Car 
Under $80,000', BMW M135i. 
Image © Autonews.
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BY MARIJA FILIPOVIC
eDitor

welcome in brief

As the peak motoring body in the 

Northern Territory, one of the key 

functions of the AANT is to provide 

motoring services and advice to our 

members. And if ever you've needed 

advice on anything motoring related, 

this is the edition to get it!

To celebrate our recent relocation, we’re 

giving new and existing members the 

chance to win a brand new Hyundai i20. 

Turn to page 6 to find out how.

The winners of Australia’s Best Cars 2012 

have also been announced and we take 

a look at all the winners on page 12.

And with fuel prices a major cost for NT 

motorists, we look at ways that you can 

save at the bowser just by changing your 

driving habits. For all the info, turn to 

page 10.

If you’re looking for holiday ideas for 

the silly season, we’ve got some great 

suggestions in this edition. From the 

phenomenon of glamorous camping – 

or ‘glamping’ – (page 26) to a trip down 

south (page 28), we’ve got it covered.

Plus, with Christmas just around the 

corner, this edition is also packed with 

lots of things to see and do (page 30), 

gift ideas from the AANT Shop (page 

16) and member-exclusive discounts 

through the Show Your Card & Save 

program (page 31).

As usual, we’ve got plenty of 

competitions too – so why not try  

your luck?

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year.

Marija Filipovic

Editor

COMPETITION WINNERS
Congratulations to the following winners from 
ntmotor September 2012.

Car care gift pack: C Sargent, Darwin. 

Model car: M Koponen, The Gardens.

Boating safety kit: H Faustmann, Nightcliff.

AUSTRALIA’S BEST CARS
After months of rigorous testing, the results 
are in and the winners have been crowned for 
Australia’s Best Cars 2012. 

Pick up the latest edition of Australia’s Best Cars 
magazine at the AANT Shop. 

Outlining all the winners and finalists, it’s your 
must-have guide if you’re in the market for a 
new set of wheels.

For an overview of this year’s award winners,  
turn to page 12.

2012 AnnuAl GenerAl MeetinG
The Association’s 49th Annual General Meeting was held on  
23 October 2012 at the Mantra Esplanade, Darwin. 

The minutes of the 2011 AGM were confirmed and the 
Association’s Annual Report and Accounts for the year ended 
30 June 2012 were accepted. The Association’s President, 
Robert Bradley, read the President’s Report, which outlined 
operational highlights over the past 12 months and the 
challenges lying ahead for the Association. 

The Chairman announced the retirement of three councillors, 
each of whom then nominated for re-election. As no other 
nominations were received, the following retiring nominees 
were re-elected unopposed:

 Mr Mark Sweet

 Mr Mark Rowberry

 Mr Darryl Manzie

MOVING UP
After months of waiting, moving 

day has finally arrived for the 
AANT Shop. 

We’re now located in the Smith 
Street Mall, at 2/14 Knuckey 

Street, Darwin.

To celebrate the big move, we’re 
giving AANT Members the 

chance to win a new car!  
Turn to page 6 for all  

the details.
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BY ROBERT BRADLEY
AAnt PresiDent

The novice Mentor Driver Programme 

(funded by FIA and the AAA) on Groote 

Eylandt has been a success and several 

students should be ready for testing 

in early December. Over 100 members 

responded to the expression of interest for 

this project and we thank you all – we were 

overwhelmed. Depending on funding, we 

hope to organise a similar venture in future. 

A special mention must go to the AANT 

General Manager Edon Bell, who played a 

key role in coordinating the program.

Edon and I have met with the Hon Adam 

Giles, Minister for Transport, to discuss 

several issues concerning motorists and 

road safety. We were advised that he had 

commissioned an independent report on 

the issue of the 130km/h speed limit and 

that any decision to change it would be 

evidence based.

While we welcome the review, which may 

lead to a reduction in the speed limit to 

the national standard of 110km/h, there 

are three key components to improving 

road safety: safer cars driven by safer 

drivers on safer roads. Vehicle safety and 

driver behaviour have improved, but the 

weakest link is the roads. The Stuart, Barkly 

and Victoria highways are Commonwealth 

Government roads; they are inadequately 

funded with very few sections meeting 

National Highway Standards. Fix the roads, 

before increasing the speed limits.

With Christmas (and the wet season in the 

Top End) rapidly approaching, it’s time to 

ensure that your vehicle’s tyres are up to 

standard. If you’re taking a driving holiday, 

schedule plenty of rest stops, stay hydrated 

and drive at a responsible speed. Take care 

and have a great Christmas.

Bob Bradley

AANT President

insight

A GArMin GPsWIN
A handsome combination of sleek design and function, 
this versatile GPS gives turn-by-turn directions with 
spoken street names. Featuring dual-orientation display, 
advanced lane guidance, hands-free calling and voice-
activated navigation, it’s essential for any outing. 

For your chance to win, write your name, address and 
AANT Membership Number on the back of – or inside – 
an envelope and post it to:

Garmin GPS competition
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801 

Conditions: The competition commences 3 December 2012 with the last mail on 8 February 2013. Prize value in Australian dollars. Total prize pool is 
valued at $549. Entry is open to Northern Territory residents only who are members of AANT. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria 
will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at 2pm 11 February 2013. The winner will be notified by mail or 
phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the March 2013 issue of ntmotor, published 18 March 2013. Prizes cannot be 
exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the Automobile Association of 
the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529. 

GUIDING THE WAy
If you’re planning a summer getaway 
and can’t decide on where to stay, 
we’ve got the solution. 

The most recent Tourist Park Guide 
and Accommodation Guide are the 
only official guides to Australia’s  
star-rated accommodation 
properties and feature thousands  
of places to stay. 

Don’t leave home without one!

Accommodation Guide  
Members price: $4.00 
Non-members: $16.00

Tourist Park Guide 
Members price: $3.50 
Non-members: $14.00

BUSH BASHING
AANT would like to say a big 
congratulations to all the volunteers, 
supporters and sponsors who took part in 
this year’s Variety NT Bash!

After a year of hard work, the 29 Bash 
teams raised $375,000 to help support 
children that are sick, disadvantaged or 
have special needs.

Coming from all around Australia, the 
100 participants travelled from Kuranda in 
Queensland through the Gulf country to 
Katherine in the first week of September.

Well done!

5www.aant.com.au 



What’s more, all new and existing members go into the draw to  

win the fantastic Hyundai i20. Simply fill in the entry form below  

and drop it in to the AANT Shop, or enter online at  

www.aant.com.au/winacar

To join, call 8925 5901, visit the new AANT Shop at 2/14 Knuckey 

Street, Darwin, or head online to www.aant.com.au

On behalf of all the staff at AANT, have a fantastic Christmas  

and New Year.

Title: ................................    First Name:  .................................................................................   Surname:  ....................................................................................................................... 

Address:  .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Suburb:  ........................................................................................................................................   Postcode:  ......................................................................................................................

AANT Membership No:  ....................................................................................................   Telephone:  ...................................................................................................................

Email*:  ...........................................................................................................................................  

Terms and conditions apply. Entries close 31 January 2013. Ask in store or visit aant.com.au. NTL12/42. *By completing your email address you agree to receive AANT E-Newsletters by email. 

WIN a hyundai i20 just  
for being a member!

WIN a hyundai i20 Competition

membership

To celebrate the opening of our new AANT Shop in Smith Street Mall  
on 3 December, we’re giving you the chance to win a Hyundai i20!  
Simply join AANT before 31 January 2013 to go into the draw. 

Take the hassle out of Christmas shopping this year, and 
purchase peace of mind for your friends and family with an AANT 
Membership. Suitable for drivers of all ages, rest easy during the 
holiday period knowing that help is only a phone call away for your 
loved ones in the event of a breakdown. 

Not only does AANT Membership provide 24-hour assistance every 
day of the year, members also have access to savings at retailers 
across the country, discounted accommodation and attraction 
tickets around Australia, and exclusive discounts at the AANT Shop. 

Image © Autonews.
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motor news

Mazda6
This popular mid-sized sedan has 
had a make-over, boasting a bigger 
body and more space for passengers. 
Due to hit Aussie showrooms early 
in 2013, expect to see the same 
2.5-litre four-cylinder engine, but 
with fuel consumption slashed to just 
6.4L/100km. There’s also a raft of new 
technology, including headlights that 
move with the steering, autonomous 
braking, a rear-vehicle monitoring 
system and lane departure warning.

Smart ForTwo ED
After much speculation 
surrounding the roll-out date for 
Smart’s newest all-electric micro 
car, early 2013 is looking promising. 
The new model boasts a sportier 
and curvier design to match the 
turbo-diesel variant that’s also 
joining the line-up. Add to that an 
acceleration time of 0 to 60km/h 
in just five seconds and improved 
acceleration up to 100km/h, and 
you’ve got a mean little machine. 

VW Beetle
The second-generation New 
Beetle Coupe is sure to tug at the 
heartstrings, much like the outgoing 
2000 models. In keeping with the 
traditional Beetle silhouette, but with 
some sleeker lines, the first variant 
to hit our shores is tipped to offer a 
1.4-litre engine, six-speed manual or 
seven-speed DSG auto transmissions, 
excellent fuel consumption of 
5.9L/100km and a sunroof. A cabriolet 
model is slated for late 2013.

Keep your eyes peeled over the next few  

months for these cars hot off the production line.

New car diary

A MoDel ForD XB FAlCon GtWIN
Released: October 1973

Priced at $5200 on its 1973 release, the Falcon GT sedan outsold the sleeker hardtop 
model by more than three to one. Colour and trim combinations offered by Ford at 
the time provided buyers with the opportunity to create their own pieces of art. 

For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT Membership Number 
on the back of – or inside – an envelope and post it to:

ntmotor model car competition
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801 

Conditions: The competition commences 3 December 2012 with the last mail on 8 February 2013. Prize value in Australian dollars. Total prize 
pool is valued at $59.95. Entry is open to Northern Territory residents only who are members of AANT. The first entry drawn that fulfils the 
competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at 2pm 11 February 2013. The winner  
will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the March 2013 issue of ntmotor, published  
18 March 2013. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount.  
The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529. 

Images © Autonews, iStockphoto.

Dizzy
 jargon buster:

It’s the common slang term for a distributor, 
the heart of the engine’s ignition system – not a 
feeling you get coming off the merry-go-round. 

Safety in numbers
With in-car safety features increasingly standard in new cars, it seems 
they’re becoming more and more popular with motorists.
That’s according to a new study by Ford in the USA which looked at 
what motorists really think about features like lane departure warning, 
blind-spot detection and rear-view camera systems.
According to the research, 90 per cent of people support adaptive 
cruise control with collision warning, while 80 per cent of respondents 
agreed there’s value in lane departure warning systems to combat 
fatigue and distraction.

www.aant.com.au  7



road safety

The AANT has secured additional funding from the Federation Internationale 
de l’Automobile (FIA) to help lift the skills and numbers of licensed drivers on 
Groote Eylandt. This edition, we take a closer look at the AANT Driver Mentor 
Programme and what this funding means.

With a pledge to promote safer drivers 
in safer cars on safer roads, and with over 
20,000 members across the Territory, AANT 
saw the opportunity to contribute to the 
DriveSafe NT Remote program by offering 
our members the chance to become  
mentor drivers.

Under the UN’s Decade of Action 
for Road Safety, the recently secured 
funding from both the FIA and Australian 
Automobile Association (AAA) was granted 
to cover the associated costs of travel and 
accommodating mentors on Groote Eylandt 
as volunteers.

Interest in the program was overwhelming, 
with over 100 applications from AANT 
Members. We’re proud to say that we’ve 
now delivered a seven-week mentor driver 
program to more than 60 participants 
from the Angurugu and Umbakumba 
communities; licence testing begins in 
early December and we expect to see very 
promising results in the coming weeks.

So what is DriveSafe NT Remote?

DriveSafe NT Remote is a two-year trial 
program aimed at closing the gap on 

Indigenous disadvantage by providing 
greater access to driver training and 
licensing in 14 remote communities around 
the Northern Territory.

The program aims to provide young 
drivers with the opportunity to gain 
essential knowledge of the road rules, 
safe driving practices and attitudes, and 
give them access to professional driving 
training to help improve safety on the roads. 
Training also incorporates basic first aid, and 
information on how to buy a car, insurance, 
vehicle maintenance and trip planning.

And with around 50 per cent of court 
cases in remote communities pertaining to 
minor driving offences, and with Indigenous 
Territorians accounting for almost half of 
those killed on our roads each year, the 
DriveSafe NT Remote program aims to 
address these concerns.

AANT’s contribution?

The AANT Mentor Driver Programme was 
developed to complement the DriveSafe NT 
Remote initiative on Groote Eylandt through 
the provision of mentor drivers. Our aim was 
to give those people living in the remote 

communities of Groote Eylandt access to 
licensed drivers and registered vehicles 
to assist them in gaining sufficient driving 
experience to become fully licensed drivers. 

Thanks must be extended to the 
generous AANT Members who volunteered 
their time to this initiative and to the staff at 
GEMYDU, a community organisation based 
on Groote Eylandt, who hosted the program 
and assisted our volunteers in delivering this 
worthwhile initiative. 

How will it help?

Driving a car is a critical part of gaining 
access to employment opportunities, 
mobility and access to health, education 
and training. However, the barriers to 
driving can be difficult to overcome. Often, 
young Indigenous drivers don’t have access 
to other licensed drivers to help them 
practise, they don’t have the funds available 
to pay for lessons or they don’t have regular 
access to a car – these are barriers that the 
AANT Mentor Driver Programme seeks to 
break down.

The safe way

Find out more by visiting  
www.aant.com.au/community
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SmartSpace is the flexible, affordable way to build your own getaway. Available in three sizes and made from 
high quality materials, SmartSpace modular buildings are ready to assemble with step-by-step instructions, 
making it easy to construct for a licensed owner builder or with the help of a registered builder. 

Core unit from
$19,900* 

SmartSpace 1

Just imagine the space 
you can create

MODULAR BUILDINGS

Live Play

To find a display near you, go to  
smartspacebuildings.com.au

BCDS0814

*Price includes external framing, external walls, cladding, roofing, wall & roof insulation, double glazed external doors & windows.  
  Exclusions apply, such as internal walls, fit out, finishes and delivery direct to site. Refer to the Buyer’s Guide for more information.

Rest

BCDS0814 297x210.indd   1 9/11/12   9:02:17 AM



Fuel is a hot topic for car owners.  
This edition, we look at eight ways  
to cut your fuel bill. 

CHECK TyrE prESSurE 
Why: Under-inflated tyres spend more 
time in contact with the road, creating more 
resistance and increasing your car’s fuel use. 
A tyre that’s under inflated by just one psi can 
increase fuel consumption by about three  
per cent, according to Eco2Driving club. 

your hip pocket: Maximising tyre pressure 
can save you $56 a year. 

What to do: Inflate your tyres to the 
manufacturer’s recommendation – listed  
in your vehicle’s owner’s manual – and 
check the pressure at a petrol station once 
a month.

AVoID uNNECESSAry 
ACCElErATINg AND BrAKINg 

Why: This is the biggest driving change 
you can make to save at the bowser. Every 
time you slow down and accelerate, your 
car burns extra juice. Driving smoothly – 
avoiding quick jabs of the accelerator only 
to slow down moments later – can cut your 
fuel consumption by around a massive  
35 per cent. 

your hip pocket: Jerky driving could 
increase your spend at the bowser by  
$980 a year.

What to do: Maintain a steady speed by 
keeping a clear distance between the car 
in front so you can anticipate and move 
with the flow of traffic. If your car has cruise 
control, use it where possible. Driving in the 
highest gear possible in a manual car will 
also help you save, as your car will be using 
less power. 

CHooSE THE rIgHT FuEl

Why: Some motorists think using premium 

fuels will increase their car’s performance; 

however, unless your car’s specifically 

designed for it, you’re unlikely to see any 

benefit. In other words, you’re paying more 

at the pump for no return. Likewise, putting 

regular unleaded into a car that needs 

premium may reduce fuel efficiency and 

cause damage to your vehicle over time. 

your hip pocket: Premium fuels cost  

about 10 to 14 cents per litre more than 

regular unleaded.  

What to do: Check your vehicle’s owner’s 

manual to see what type of fuel the 

manufacturer recommends and stick to it. 

All  
FuEllED up

SHop ArouND

Why: While the Northern Territory doesn’t 
experience a fuel price cycle, prices can 
vary up to 3cpl between different petrol 
stations. And although that may not sound 
like it’s worth the effort, in the long term it 
all adds up and helps to drive competition 
in what is a stagnant market.

your hip pocket: Depends on the type of 
fuel, but at 3cpl you could save up to $150 
per year.

What to do:  AANT’s free online fuel 
locator makes it easy to search for the 
cheapest outlet in the Darwin metro area. 
Visit www.aant.com.au/findcheapfuel 
before you fill up.

motoring
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rEMoVE ExCESS WEIgHT

Why: The more your car weighs, the harder 

its engine has to work to keep it moving. 

NRMA tests found a car loaded to its 

maximum weight capacity will use about  

24 per cent more fuel. Exterior items like roof 

racks also increase aerodynamic drag and 

can add an extra five per cent to your fuel use. 

your hip pocket: Driving around with 

heavy objects could add up to $670 a year 

to your fuel bill, while unnecessary roof 

racks and bull bars can mean another $140. 

What to do: Simple – if you’re not using it, 

remove it. 

Do THE MATH
Why: E10 – a blend of petrol and ethanol – 
may have a lower pump price, but because 
of its lower energy content, you’ll use more 
of it to travel the same distance.  

your hip pocket: You’ll need to buy E10 
when it’s about three per cent cheaper 
than petrol to break even.

What to do: Make sure you check the 
price before you buy. 

DrIVE A FuEl-EFFICIENT CAr
Why: Not all cars are created equal –  
with some sipping significantly more fuel 
than others. 

your hip pocket: Varies for each car, but 
a vehicle with a fuel economy of 7L/100km 
would use $1064 less fuel a year, compared 
with one that guzzles 12L/100km (based on 
the average price in the 12 months to April 
2012 and a distance of 15,000km a year).  

What to do: Smaller cars tend to use  
less petrol than larger cars – but obviously 
it’s not practical for everyone to drive 
a three-door hatchback. Even within 
each class, though, there’s considerable 
difference in fuel economy. Before you  
buy, check the Green Vehicle Guide at 
www.greenvehicleguide.gov.au to see 
how your potential purchase rates, or call 

AANT’s Technical Advisory Service  
on 1300 661 466. 

gET A SErVICE
Why: When a car’s out of tune, it’s 
not running at its optimum level 
– significantly increasing the 
amount of fuel the engine drinks. 

your hip pocket: Just by 
ensuring the engine is correctly tuned, 
filters are clean, wheels are aligned and 
fuel and ignition systems are operating 
correctly could save you hundreds of 
dollars a year. In fact, dirty air filters  
alone can increase fuel usage by about  
five per cent.

What to do: Regularly change oil and use 
the grade recommended by the vehicle 
manufacturer; ensure there’s plenty of 
water in the radiator; and check your 
logbook and book in a service. 

*Source: ACCC, 2011.

Source: The calculated savings are based 
on a report by AANT’s sister club in NSW 
– the NRMA – unless otherwise noted. 

WHAT MAKES 
up THE prICE 
oF FuEl?

 Wholesale & retail margins

 Government taxes

 Cost of import

71%

9%

20%
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12%

50%

38%
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It took months of testing, hundreds of kilometres of driving and 
in-depth analyses, but this year’s winners of Australia’s Best Cars 

have been announced. 

For anyone looking to buy a car, Australia’s Best Cars – as judged by motoring experts from Australia’s motoring clubs – is the primary point 
of reference. After test-driving hundreds of the country’s most popular vehicles, and allocating them points for value for money, design and 

function and on-road ability, the field has been narrowed down to the winners across 15 categories. 

This edition, we take a look at 10 of the 15 winners. To find out more about the winners and finalists, head online to  
www.australiasbestcars.com.au or head into the AANT Shop to pick up your copy of this year’s Australia’s Best Cars magazine. 

Australia’s Best Cars 2012

KIA RIo SI 

Kia’s grabbed a convincing win for the second 
year in a row in a segment where everyone wants 
a bargain. And though priced at the higher end 
of the segment, the number of standard features 
compensates for this in the value-for-money stakes. 

Seating is comfortable and controls are well placed 
about the cabin and the luggage area is generous – 
with or without the rear seats folded down. 

The Rio’s definitely benefited from some fine-tuning 
to adapt it to Aussie conditions, and add to that an 
efficient engine and crisp transmission  
and you’ve got a fun, daily drive that won’t break  
the budget.

Price: $18,990

Driveline: 1.6-litre, 4-cylinder, 6-speed manual

Fuel economy: 5.6L/100km, ULP

ANCAP (crash rating): ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Green Vehicle Guide: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

BEST lIgHT CAr  
uNDEr $20,000

australia's best cars
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ToyoTA CAmRy HybRId H 

The first-generation Toyota Camry Hybrid was 
quite average, but after a raft of improvements, the 

second generation model has come out on top. 

Design and function points have sky-rocketed, 
thanks to a host of user-friendly changes to the 

interior and the boot. According to Toyota, there’s 
also more leg room in the back, while there’s  

more space in the boot too thanks to some 
mechanical relocations.

Matching the five-star Green Vehicle Guide rating, 
the Camry’s also scored a five-star safety rating 

with seven airbags, seat belt warning indicators, 
reversing camera, rear parking sensors, hill start 

control and brake override system.

Price: $34,990

Driveline: 2.5-litre, 4-cylinder, CVT

Fuel economy: 5.2L/100km

ANCAP (crash rating): ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Green Vehicle Guide: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

BEST MEDIuM CAr  
uNDEr $50,000

HyuNDAI i30 ACTIve

The new-generation, Korean-built i30 sedan is  
smaller than its predecessor and features a raft  
of improvements. 

It’s got more power, improved fuel economy and boasts 
a major revision of its ride and handling characteristics. 
Safety’s been a big focus, with all models in the range 
equipped with seven airbags, ABS, stability control, 
parking sensors and tilt-adjustable head restraints. 

Thanks to a new engine, the new petrol model is 
smoother and quieter, and boasts fuel consumption 
that’s been cut 9.2 per cent. The diesel model is slightly 
more powerful, but the reduction in fuel consumption 
isn’t as flash.

Overall, the new i30 complements Hyundai’s  
growing reputation for enduring build quality.

Price: $22,990

Driveline: 1.8-litre, 4-cylinder, 6-speed auto

Fuel economy: 6.9L/100km

ANCAP (crash rating): ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Green Vehicle Guide: ★ ★ ★ ★

BEST SMAll CAr  
uNDEr $35,000

VolKSWAgEN Polo 66TdI 
ComfoRTlINe

It’s three in a row for the VW Polo – it’s not surprising, 
as it punches above its weight in the areas of safety, 

cost of depreciation and fuel consumption. This year’s 
price drop also makes it even more attractive.

From the moment you step in, you’re impressed, 
and the sense of strength follows through to the 

safety features, courtesy of six airbags, ESC and ABS. 

The world-class diesel technology leads the class 
in terms of performance and best of all, doesn’t 
jeopordise fuel consumption. Handling and ride 
matches that of cars twice the price and interior 

design is functional and roomy.
Price: $21,490

Driveline: 1.6-litre, 4-cylinder, 5-speed manual

Fuel economy: 4.7L/100km, diesel

ANCAP (crash rating): ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Green Vehicle Guide: ★ ★ ★ ★ 

BEST lIgHT CAr  
oVEr $20,000
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HyuNDAI imAx

After taking the gong for the fifth year in a row, 
something has to be said about the staying power of 

vehicles in this class. 

The iMax is all about providing a functional and 
practical solution for the transport needs of growing 

and busy families and although it appears utilitarian, it 
offers good ride quality and performance. 

Space, ergonomics and practicality are excellent, 
with large sliding doors on each side for easy access. 

And although there’s no option to shuffle seat 
positions and for folding, eight adults will fit in easily 

without worrying about space.

With high scores for running and repair costs, 
you’ve got a people mover that really fulfils the brief.

Price: $42,490

Driveline: 2.5-litre, 4-cylinder, 5-speed auto

Fuel economy: 9.8L/100km, diesel

ANCAP (crash rating): ★ ★ ★ ★ 

Green Vehicle Guide: ★ ★ ★ 

BEST pEoplE MoVEr

ForD fAlCoN G6 eCobooST

This is the best Falcon yet. 

Though traditionalists might be shocked by this year’s 
winner, the EcoBoost is arguably the best mainstream 
Falcon ever built, bettering the scores of last year’s 
winner – its sibling, the LPG-fuelled six-cylinder Falcon 
EcoLPI – in key areas.

The tried and tested in-line, six-cylinder engine’s been 
replaced by the new 2.0-litre turbocharged engine – 
definitely a sign that Ford’s moving with the times. The 
new engine delivers strong acceleration and an overall 
satisfying drive experience and is underpinned by 
improved steering precision and handling.

Many would say that a Falcon without a six-cylinder 
engine just doesn’t seem right, but although it’s 
different, it’s easy to get used to.

Price: $40,835

Driveline: 2.0-litre, 4-cylinder, 6-speed auto

Fuel economy: 8.5L/100km

ANCAP (crash rating): ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Green Vehicle Guide: ★ ★ ★ ★

BEST lArgE CAr  
uNDEr $60,000

australia's best cars

BMW m135i 

BMW has taken the cake in this category for  
the fifth year in a row; however, the 135i Coupe has  
been knocked off its mantle by the even more  
potent M135i. 

There are similarities between the two, but with 
better specs, the M135i has lifted the sports car bar 
as the ultimate hot hatch. 

This year’s winner has more power and torque, and is 
a pleasurable drive.

As you’d expect from a sports car, the braking, 
balance, ride, handling and steering systems are 
precise, with excellent grip, suspension and comfort.

Despite the high price-tag, standard features and 
running and repair costs are only just above average.

Price: $74,400

Driveline: 3.0-litre, 6-cylinder, 8-speed auto

Fuel economy: 7.5L/100km, PULP

ANCAP (crash rating): Not tested

Green Vehicle Guide: ★ ★ ★ ★ 

BEST SporTS CAr 
uNDEr $80,000
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lAND roVEr dISCoveRy 4 Sdv6 Se 

This year’s win makes it eight in a row for the  
Land Rover Discovery.

Not long after clinching the 2011 title – and just 
when the competition wondered what more they 

could do to break the winning streak – Land Rover 
added more standard equipment to the already 

impressive line-up.

Although too extensive to list here, some features 
include a diesel misfuelling device, all-terrain ABS 

with traction control, emergency brake assist, 
dynamic stability control and understeer control.

The Discovery’s towing capacity is excellent  
at 3500kg, as is the system that helps control  

trailer sway.

In all, this is a 4WD that’ll take you on or off the 
road in luxury.

Price: $84,300

Driveline: 3.0-litre, 6-cylinder, 6-speed auto

Fuel economy: 9.3L/100km, diesel

ANCAP (crash rating): Not tested

Green Vehicle Guide: ★ ★ ★ 

BEST All-TErrAIN 4WD

KIA SPoRTAGe SlI AWd

The popularity of SUVs in the Aussie market has 
spawned a massive range to choose from so topping 

this field is no easy task. 

The Kia Sportage is an all-round package that’s 
competitively priced, generously equipped and 

extremely competent. 

In terms of styling, it’s one of the better-looking 
vehicles in the class and it’s also comfortable, space 

efficient and easy to live with on a daily basis. 

The engine is powerful and provides good 
performance over a wide range of conditions. 

It’s okay off the bitumen, but serious rock-crawling 
is out of the question. 

A five-star safety rating and good build and finish 
quality seal the deal.

Price: $32,990

Driveline: 2.4-litre, 4-cylinder, 6-speed auto

Fuel economy: 9.2L/100km, ULP

ANCAP (crash rating): ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Green Vehicle Guide: ★ ★ ★ ★ 

BEST SuV  
uNDEr $40,000

HyuNDAI SANTA fe elITe

With the launch of the new Santa Fe in September 2012 
– featuring stylish bodywork and improved engine – 
Hyundai hit the sweet spot of the medium SUV market  
in Australia. 

The diesel is the pick of the bunch, with a better  
all-round performance, while the huge amount of 
standard features across the range is nothing new. 
The safety complement is comprehensive, featuring 
rear-view camera, rear parking sensors, seven airbags, 
dusk-sensing headlights and a raft of electronic  
safety helpers.

The third row of seats fold flat, and the second row  
can be folded from the rear cargo space with the pull  
of a lever.

Price: $45,990

Driveline: 2.2-litre, 4-cylinder, 6-speed auto

Fuel economy: 7.3L/100km, diesel

ANCAP (crash rating): ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Green Vehicle Guide: ★ ★ ★ 

BEST SuV  
oVEr $40,000
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mechanical repairers
WINNELLIE Winnellie Auto Ctr 1–8 
370 Stuart Highway 8984 4448

WINNELLIE NT Auto Repairs 
9 Steele Street 8947 4746

WOOLNER 
Auto Inspection and Road Service 
15/34 Bishop Street 8981 7333 

WOOLNER Paul’s Service Centre 
6 Charlton Court 8941 1322

yARAWONGA Atic Mechanical Repairs 
17 Beresford Road 8932 2002

specialist repairers 
automotive windscreens
ALICE SPRINGS 
Trusty Glass (O’Brien Glass agent) 
31 North Stuart Highway  8952 3322

STUART PARK O’Brien Glass 
38 Stuart Highway         8981 4612

automatic transmissions
yARRAWONGA Mick Taylor Automatics 
4618 McEnzie Place 8983 1231

automotive electrician
COCONUT GROVE 
A&C Automotive Electrics• 
Unit 1/6 Travers Street  8948 1244

diesel specialists
BERRIMAH MTQ Engine Systems 
20 Anictomatis Road 8984 3953 

crash repairers 
ALICE SPRINGS Andrew Paterson  
Crash Repairs, 49 Priest Street 8952 6360

BERRIMAH Berrimah Panel Works 
1140 McMillans Road 8984 3137

DARWIN Darwin Crash Repairs 
2 Finniss Street 8981 4000

WINNELLIE B & S Body Works 
85 Winnellie Road 8947 2251

mechanical repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Peter Kittle Motor Co 
46 Stuart Highway         8952 5500

BERRIMAH Hidden Valley Auto Ctr  
9 Hidden Valley Road 8947 0060

CASUARINA Ultra Tune 1–8 
3 Dripstone Road 8945 2122

COCONUT GROVE 
Ben’s Automotive Service Centre 
47 De Lator Street 8985 5455

COCONUT GROVE Prompt Auto Repairs Pty Ltd 
14 Travers Street         8985 6733

DARWIN Carmech  
5–7 Carey Street 8942 3342

DARWIN  
Professionals Choice Automotive Group  
70 McMinn Street 8942 0460

HUMPTy DOO All Rural Mechanical  
5 Vereker Street 8988 9746

PALMERSTON Palmerston Mechanical Centre 
51 Georgina Crescent 8932 2532 

PALMERSTON Ultra Tune 
3 Muluka Street 8931 3411

STUART PARK Darwin Mitsubishi, Suzuki,  
Land Rover, Volvo 
34 Stuart Highway 8946 4444

STUART PARK Brian Turner Automotive 
35 Stuart Highway 8981 9191

Automobile Association of the Northern Territory 

approved repairers

mechanical repairer  
categories
1 Engine tune-up
2 Minor engine repair and vehicle servicing
3 Major engine repair
4 Steering and suspension
5 Brakes 
6 Electrical
7 Clutch, manual transmission and rear axle
8 Automatic transmission 
9 Air c onditioning
Where no categories are shown, 
the repairer is approved in all nine.

•AANT Battery Service Centre

motoring

Spark plug leads allow the electricity created by 
the ignition source of your engine to be carried 

to your spark plugs. When one of them 
fails, little or no electricity is carried, 

causing the engine to misfire.

 Spark plug leads can 
fail for many reasons, 

including age, 
vibration and heat. 
These can cause 
the conductive 
material that 

carries the 
electricity to fatigue 

and eventually break.

Over time, all the leads are subjected to 
the same amount of stress, and while fixing 
one may solve the immediate problem, the 
others will inevitably fail soon after – causing 
multiple trips to the repairer and frustration.

Replacing a full set at the time of initial  
repair saves you time and works out to be  
the cheaper solution to get your engine  
running properly.

My mechanic says one of the spark plug leads isn’t 
working. Why has he quoted me for a full set when I 

only need one?

Ask an expert…

Have another motoring-related 
question? Call AANT’s Technical Advisory 
Service on 1300 661 466.
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2011–12 members' report

MEMBErSHIp

During the last financial year, membership grew by 2.6 per cent 
to 20,150 members, with 62 per cent of these opting for either 
the Plus or Premium product. 

FINANCIAl

AANT had a trading surplus of $633,000, an increase of $33,000 
over last year’s result ($600,000), with a trading profit (net of 
$233,000 investment return) of $400,000. 

The Council has maintained its conservative approach to 
investing, with its reserves on deposit with the NAB, TIO and 
the Australian Central Credit Union.

roAD SErVICE

Our contractors delivered a total of 19,000 road service call outs 
for the year (200 more than last year). Of these, 66 per cent were 
directly for our members, while 22 per cent were to members 
of interstate constituent clubs, and 12 per cent were other 
commercial clients.  

Direct payments to our contractors for these services totalled 
$1.49 million.

CoMMErCIAl ACTIVITIES

The Affinity Agreement with the Territory Insurance Office 
benefits our members with a discount on their insurance 
premiums on which we received commissions of $34,000. Travel 
insurance generated commissions of $24,000.

Commissions on battery sales increased this year to $51,000, 
compared with $21,500 in 2010–11. 

The income generated from our suite of tourism products, 
which include commissions from Thrifty, Great Southern Rail, 
theme park and attraction tickets and International Driving 
Permits grew by 11 per cent to $160,000 for the year. 

2011–12 members' report
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2011–12 members' report

puBlIC polICy MATTErS

The AANT continued its advocacy this year with several 
submissions to Government (NT and the Commonwealth), 
media releases and radio interviews. The Council regards this  
as one of our priority areas and utilises the expertise of the  
RAA and the AAA to provide technical and back-up support  
in this area. 

Prior to the August elections, we asked the major parties a 
series of questions, and their responses were circulated to our 
members via ntmotor and placed on our website. 

We have continued to raise our concerns about fuel pricing in 
the Northern Territory, where retail margins have more than 
doubled in the past 12 months.

The AANT had representation on the local Black Spot 
Consultative Panel, the local National Motor Vehicle Theft 
Reduction Council, the NT Technical Advisory Committee, 
DriveSafe NT, NT Level Crossing Safety Committee,  
Road Rules Maintenance Group and the Road Safety 
Consultative Committee.

INITIATIVES

The AANT secured funding from the FIA (Fédération 
Internationale de l'Automobile) and the AAA to develop and 
run a mentor driving program on Groote Eylandt. 

The AAA’s keys2drive program, funded by the Commonwealth 
Government, is now running in the NT and is embedded in the 
DriveSafe NT course.

In January, members Cheryl Stevens and Gowan Bush, 
represented the AANT at the Australian Motoring Clubs Golf 
Challenge at Royal Pines, the RACV-owned resort on the Gold 
Coast. This will become an annual event.

Our new website was commissioned in November 2011, 
enabling better access to the AANT for members. Thanks  
to its flexibility, staff are now producing and distributing a  
regular e-newsletter.

AuSTrAlIAN AuToMoBIlE ASSoCIATIoN (AAA)

During the year, I represented the AANT on the Board of 
the AAA attending three meetings – one each in Canberra, 
Melbourne and, in the company of Mark Sweet, the Annual 
Conference on Hamilton Island.

I also represented the AANT at the Australian Best Car  
Award Ceremony. 

Robert Bradley
AANT prESIDENT

goVErNANCE

There was one change in the Council membership this year: 
John Mitchell took up the position of General Manager NT 
Rugby League and subsequently retired from the Council. His 
place was filled by Suzanne Morgan. 

By rotation, the three retiring councillors, Mark Sweet, Mark 
Rowberry and Daryl Manzie offered themselves for re-election. 
On behalf of the members, I extend thanks to all members 
of the Council for your considerable contribution to the 
Association which is in a purely voluntary capacity.

STAFF

Since Christmas 2010, staff have endured far from ideal 
working conditions as a major redevelopment and 
refurbishment of an adjacent building has been undertaken. 
To ensure our staff remained safe, we retained the services of 
HSE Management Australia. 

The RAA of SA provided one of its senior managers, Michael 
Kromwyk, to mentor Edon Bell as he continued to develop into 
his new role of General Manager. This allowed Edon to work 
through issues, in a confidential setting, and continue to grow 
in confidence and expertise.

Edon and the staff have provided an outstanding service 
for the members under challenging circumstances. Their 
cohesiveness and productivity is noted and acknowledged by 
the Council. 

IN CloSINg

With an excellent management team in place as well as 
the continued support of our affiliated interstate clubs and 
conservative investment strategies, AANT is in a robust 
position with memberships, member services and income 
increasing, while expenses have been controlled. 

With an office move to a high profile retail position in the 
advanced stages of negotiation,  
we look forward to celebrating  
our 50th anniversary this year.

2011–12 members' report
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The following is an extract from the Annual Financial Report of the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory 
Incorporated for the year ended 30 June 2012. Please note that the full financial report is available online at www.aant.com.au

CouNCIl’S rEporT

Your Council Members submit the financial statements of the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Incorporated for 
the financial year ended 30 June 2012.

prINCIpAl ACTIVITIES

The principal activity of the Association during the financial year was the provision of roadside assistance services and  
other motoring/touring-related services to members of the Association. There is no change in the principal activity since  
last financial year.

opErATINg rESulT

The surplus for the year was $633,019 (2011: $600,705).

CoMMITTEE’S STATEMENT

In our opinion:

(a)  the accompanying Statement of Comprehensive Income presents fairly the performance of the Association for the year 
ended 30 June 2012; 

(b) the accompanying Balance Sheet presents fairly the financial position of the Association as at 30 June 2012;

(c)  the accounts of the Association have been properly prepared and are in accordance with the books of account of the 
Association; and

(d) there are reasonable grounds to believe that the Association will be able to pay its debts as and when they fall due.

Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Council Members.

Edon Bell Robert Bradley

Manager  President

Date: 2 October 2012

Darwin

aant financials
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entity’s internal controls. An audit also includes evaluating 
the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the 
reasonableness of accounting estimates made by the 
committee, as well as evaluating the overall presentation of 
the financial report.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is 
sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our  
audit opinion.

INDEpENDENCE

In conducting our audit we have complied with the 
independence requirements of the Australian professional 
accounting bodies. In addition to our audit of the financial 
report, we were engaged to undertake non-audit services 
disclosed in the notes to the financial statements. 
The provision of these services has not impaired our 
independence.

AuDITor’S opINIoN

In our opinion the financial report presents fairly, in all material 
respects, the financial position of the Automotive Association 
of the Northern Territory Incorporated as of 30 June 2012, 
and its financial performance and cash flows for the year then 
ended, in accordance with Australia Accounting Standards and 
the Northern Territory of Australia Associations Act. 

Aminul Islam

Merit Partners

Date: 4 October 2012

Darwin

INDEpENDENT AuDITor’S rEporT To THE MEMBErS 
oF THE AuToMoBIlE ASSoCIATIoN oF THE NorTHErN 
TErrITory INCorporATED

We have audited the accompanying financial report of 
the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory 
Incorporated, which comprises the balance sheet as at  
30 June 2012, and the statement of comprehensive income, 
statement of changes in equity and statement of cash flows 
for the year ended on that date, a summary of significant 
accounting policies, other explanatory notes and the 
committee’s declaration.

THE CoMMITTEE’S rESpoNSIBIlITy For THE  
FINANCIAl rEporT

The Association’s committee is responsible for the preparation 
and fair presentation of the financial report in accordance with 
Australian Accounting Standards and the Northern Territory of 
Australia Associations Act and for such internal controls as the 
committee determine are necessary to enable the preparation 
of the financial report that is free from material misstatement, 
whether due to fraud or error.

AuDITor’S rESpoNSIBIlITy

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the financial 
report based on our audit. We conducted our audit in 
accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Those 
standards require that we comply with relevant ethical 
requirements relating to audit engagements and plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the 
financial report is free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit 
evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the financial 
report. The procedures selected depend on our judgment, 
including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement 
of the financial report, whether due to fraud or error. In 
making those risk assessments, we consider internal control 
relevant to the entity’s preparation and fair presentation 
of the financial report in order to design audit procedures 
that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the 
purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the 

2011–12 members' report
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Income Statement for the year ended 30 June 2012
2012 2011

$ $

Revenue 3,857,359 3,633,323

Depreciation expense – (2,486) 

Member services expenses (2,061,263) (1,907,667)

Administration fees (351,000) (351,000)

Employee benefits (478,564) (444,184)

Other expenses (333,513) (329,767)

Profit before income tax 633,019 600,705

Income tax expense – –

Profit from operations 633,019 600,705

balance sheet as at 30 June 2012
2012 2011

$ $

Assets
Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents 1,609,190 982,639

Trade and other receivables 195,116 187,853

Investments 2,949,796 2,912,569

Inventories 22,510 27,218

Total current assets 4,776,612 4,110,278

Non-current assets
Plant and equipment

 

–

 

–

Total non-current assets – –

Total assets 4,776,612 4,110,278

Liabilities
Current liabilities

 

Subscriptions and income in advance 1,264,290 1,218,652

Trade and other payables 642,634 679,441

Petty cash advance 49,356 27,985

Total current liabilities 1,956,280 1,926,078

Non current liabilities
Employee provisions 9,948 6,836

Total non-current liabilities 9,948 6,836

Total liabilities 1,966,228 1,932,914

Net assets 2,810,384 2,177,365

Equity
Retained earnings 2,810,384 2,177,365

Total equity 2,810,384 2,177,365
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Statement of changes in equity for the year ended 30 June 2012
Retained
Earnings

Reserves Total

     $ $ $

Balance at 30 June 2009 1,576,660 0 1,576,660

Profit attributable to members 600,705 0 600,705

Balance at 30 June 2010 2,177,365 0 2,177,365

Profit attributable to members 633,019 0 633,019

Balance at 30 June 2011 2,810,384 0 2,810,384

Cash flow statement for the year ended 30 June 2012
    2012 2011

     $ $

Cash flows from operating activities

Receipts from members and customers 3,453,654 3,364,818

Payments to suppliers and employees (3,186,318) (3,105,964)

Interest received 221,159 202,503

Commissions received 175,283 138,084

Net cash flows from operating activities 663,778 599,441

 

Cash flows from investing activities

Term deposit investment (37,227) (1,177,558)

Net cash flows used in investing activities (37,227) (1,177,558)

Net increase/(decrease) in cash and cash equivalents 626,551 (578,117)

Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of financial year 982,639 1,560,756

Cash and cash equivalents at end of financial year 1,609,190 982,639
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TRUST: Published Maximum 
Logbook Service Price^

COMMITMENT: 105,000km/ 
6 years, whichever comes first

PROTECTION: Includes 12 Month 
myFord Standard Roadside 
Assistance (RRP $90)*

CONvENIENCE: 12 Month/ 
15,000km Service Intervals#

^myFord Capped Price Servicing available from participating Authorised Ford Dealers for Ford vehicles built from 2007 
and up to 6 years or 105,000km, whichever comes first, refer to Terms and Conditions at ford.com.au/myford CPS 
for full details. *12 months Roadside Assistance is included with myFord Capped Price Servicing for Retail and Small 
Business Customers. # Service Intervals for PJ/PK Ranger, ZC/ZD Escape and JH Econovan are 6 Months/10,000km.
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Luxury lovers are spoilt for choice when it 
comes to experiencing the joys of nature. 

Story: Christina Pfeiffer.

Imagine camping with all the creature 
comforts: soft sheets on a full-sized 
bed, a lounge area, even a deck. While 

it may sound like a scene from Out of 
Africa, experiences like this – often known 
as ‘glamping’ (glamorous camping) – are 
available right here in Australia and aren’t 
too far from reach either. 

Glamping gives travellers the 
opportunity to experience remote and 
protected natural areas while enjoying 
creature comforts. These days ‘glamps’ 
range from simple to sophisticated and 
offer luxuries like comfy beds, private 
bathrooms, massages and gourmet meals. 

prISTINE ENVIroNMENTS

A common element between glamps is an 
unspoiled natural location. Wilson Island – a 
coral reef at the southern end of the Great 
Barrier Reef – is one such place. Here guests 
can play Robinson Crusoe and fall in love 
with the wildlife in the water and on land. 

There are nesting turtles, sharks, tropical 
fish, and thousands of birds, such as Noddy 

terns and muttonbirds. Activities follow the 
cycle of nature: green turtles crawl up the 
beach to lay their eggs between November 
and March; tiny turtle hatchlings journey 
to the sea between January and April; and 
humpback whales are sighted off shore 
from June to September. 

Six seaside tents, hidden among the 
foliage of she-oaks, pandanus palms and 
pisonia trees offer king-sized beds and 
white duvets, bedside tables, bathrobes, 
towels and a daily housekeeping service.

There’s no electricity, but each tent is 
allocated its own solar-powered shower 
cubicle – equipped with quality toiletries 
and towels – in the common amenities block.

ECo-TourISM FoCuS

In keeping with a growing demand for 
environmentally sound tourism, many 
camping – and glamping – providers 
are now paving the way for eco-tourism. 
Paperbark Camp, near Jervis Bay in 
New South Wales is one of them, and is 
recognised as a Green Travel Leader for 

having been Eco Certified for 10 years 
or more. It’s also held Advanced Eco 
Accreditation since 1999 and was built with 
the environment in mind: no large trees 
were removed for its construction and 
sustainability measures ensure a minimal 
ongoing impact on the surroundings. 

There are 12 safari tents on raised timber 
decks, and all feature comfy beds, outdoor 
furniture, solar-powered lights and ensuites 
with showers (some have free-standing 
bathtubs) and flushing toilets. 

Guests gather around the campfire 
outside a building that houses the Gunyah 
(an Aboriginal word meaning place of 
shelter) Restaurant, where there’s a menu of 
delicious meals prepared with fresh, local 
produce, such as fish caught in the bay and 
mushrooms from Mittagong. Wines come 
from NSW vineyards. 

luxury oN A BuDgET

A glamping holiday doesn’t necessarily 
mean it’s going to be expensive. At the 
award-winning, carbon-neutral Huon Bush 

Going bush  
in style

travel
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Retreats, you can get a deluxe tipee, which 
has carpeted floor, a coffee table, cosy 
wood fire and a sofa that converts into a 
double bed. There’s a small covered deck 
where you can sit and sip wine while your 
eyes drink in the inspiring backdrop of the 
Tasmanian native forest. 

Showers and toilets are located at the 
modern campground amenities block 
nearby and there’s a shared camp kitchen 
equipped with cutlery, crockery and 
cooking utensils.

HEAD For THE ouTBACK

Territorians can soak up the stark beauty  
of the Gawler Ranges while staying in one 
of Kangaluna Camp’s luxury safari tents  
on the Eyre Peninsula, 600km northwest  
of Adelaide. 

It’s a comfortable base from which to 
explore the volcanic ranges and saltpans, 
swim with dolphins and spot kangaroos, 
emus and wombats. Guests enjoy African-
safari-style sundowners and nibbles 
at Lake Sturt and dinner served with 

South Australian wines in an open-sided 
communal dining area. 

The clarity of the sky at night is a 
must-see and guests can use the camp’s 
computer-controlled telescope to view 
the planets and the moon. A unique 
experience is sleeping under the stars in 
the ‘swagon’ – an old horse-drawn wagon 
with a swag bed. 

When it comes to outback glamping, the 
ultimate luxury experience is staying in one 
of the 15 tents at Longitude 131° on the 
edge of Uluru-Kata Tjuta National Park. 

They can hardly be called tents, though, 
as they’re swathed in luxury with all 
the trappings of a five-star hotel room 
including reverse-cycle airconditioning and 
a Bose sound system. 

The signature dining event, Table 131, is 
a candlelit three-course dinner held in the 
desert under the stars. 

Touring programs are designed 
for comfort and there are bespoke 
experiences such as Harley Davidson rides 

through the desert and helicopter tours. It 
doesn’t come cheap, but it’s an experience 
of a lifetime.

One of the most pleasurable ways of 
enjoying Australia’s abundant natural 
assets, glamping is fast growing in 
popularity. If you’d like an authentic 
experience with the land, minus the 
crowded campsites, queues for amenities, 
sleeping on hard ground and the 
inconvenience of having to pitch your own 
tent, then this is the option for you.

THIS PAGE (CLOCKWISE): A light meal at dusk, 
Wilson Island; a Luxury Tent at Longitude 131º; 
duck confit for dinner, Paperbark Camp; Deluxe 
tent among the Stringybarks, Paperbark Camp.

Images © Paperbark Camp, Wilson Island,  
Longitude 131º.
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John Pedler explores the astonishing natural 
wonders of South Australia’s Limestone Coast.

having undertaken considerable research (I read the 
information panels at the local attractions), I’ve come to the 
conclusion that limestone is to be applauded for its role 

in shaping much of the Mount Gambier district. As I understand it, 
the lower Limestone Coast region we now see covered with forests, 
vineyards and lush farmland used to lie beneath a shallow sea. 
When the water receded it left behind the remains of millions of 
years’ worth of marine animals, which compacted to form limestone 
– a porous rock that can hold a lot of water.

Magma, simmering away deep in the earth, found a fault line 
and worked its way through cracks in the limestone before spilling 
as lava into the countryside. It cooled, forming a hard cap. Then, a 
vast amount of water seeped from the fractured limestone into the 
magma, building up enormous pressure. The next time this molten 
rock visited the surface it arrived with a little more oomph, blasting 
a huge chunk out of the earth, which has since filled with water that 
turns impossibly blue each summer.

Blue Lake is so blue I always take off my sunglasses to ensure 

it’s not just the light being tainted by the cheap sunnies I insist on 

buying. My last visit was during winter when it takes on a much 

darker, almost grey-blue colour. But it’s a spectacular sight in any 

season, particularly when you consider the tremendous force 

needed to leave such a massive hole. 

The lake is the town's water supply so swimming and boating 

aren’t permitted, but you can take a trip to the surface. Aquifer 

Tours runs daily excursions, first to the pumping station and then 

down to the lake via a glass-panelled lift, descending through the 

original well shaft. There are some interesting old instruments 

in the station and my guide, Garry, was a wealth of information. 

I learned that the lake’s water passes through the town and 

continues its journey through the limestone aquifer to the sea, 

taking some 500 years to reach the coast. This means, over time, 

the contents of the lake will be continually replaced and refreshed. 

A monument to 
limestone 

travel
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The eruptions that formed the volcanoes around Mount Gambier 
occurred about 4000 to 5000 years ago – a fairly recent event by 
geological standards. So recent, in fact, it pops up in Aboriginal 
folklore. Craitbul, a giant ancestor of the local Boandik people, 
constructed the nearby volcano, Mount Schank, as an oven. The 
moaning of a bird spirit drove him and his family away and they 
built another oven at Mount Gambier. This one – and the next three 
– were flooded, representing Mount Gambier’s four crater lakes; 
Blue, Valley, Browne and Leg of Mutton. A falling water table has 
since seen Browne Lake and Leg of Mutton Lake turn dry.

Valley Lake, however, still contains plenty of water and is one 
of the prettiest picnic spots in the state. There are expansive 
groomed lawns, big shady trees, barbecues galore, a cracking 
playground and a free wildlife park teeming with kangaroos and 
colourful birds. Centenary Tower sits high on the crater rim and, 
if you have the energy, drive to the car park and walk up the very 
steep incline to the best views in town. 

THIS PAGE (LEFT TO RIGHT): The incredible Blue Lake, Mount Gambier; 
The Valley Lake; Umpherston Sinkhole.

Images © Shutterstock, SATC/Adam Bruzzone.

Limestone also contributes to the local landscape by being 

dissolvable. Rainwater mixed with carbon dioxide from the air and 

soil creates a weak acid that seeps into the rock and slowly eats it 

away. Caves form underground and when the overlying rock can 

no longer support itself, it collapses leaving spectacular sinkholes. 

The local area is riddled with these, including the Cave Gardens 

sinkhole right in the middle of Mount Gambier. On a rainy day, 

head for one of the viewing platforms and watch the stormwater 

create an impromptu waterfall as it tumbles into the deep hole. In 

the evening, colourful lights add a fairytale atmosphere.

In the days when the council considered the spooky caverns 

of Engelbrecht Cave too dangerous to allow access, school kids 

would hide their bikes and sneak underground. These days,  

John and Sue Douglas run informative tours into a cave system 

that extends far beyond the reach of visitors without cave-diving 

expertise. This watery system extends for about 600m, and if 

you’ve driven into Mount Gambier from Millicent, you’ve already 

passed over a huge air chamber lurking beneath the main highway.  

Umpherston Sinkhole, on the eastern side of Mount Gambier, 

is just the place you’d expect to bump into the white rabbit from 

Alice’s yarn. Inside the sinkhole is a fantastic garden planted with 

all sorts of trees and shrubs, including palms, curtains of ivy and 

hundreds of hydrangeas. Tucked away under a ledge you’ll find a 

couple of barbecues, and it would be difficult to find a more unique 

location to enjoy a sausage sizzle. And although you might not 

see a rabbit, if you return to Umpherston at night, there’s a good 

chance you’ll meet the resident possums. 

The Limestone Coast is one of South Australia’s remarkable 

locations and many of its spectacular features are the result 

of limestone’s great work. Thanks go out to the billions of sea 

creatures who made such a significant contribution so we can  

now stand on the rim of a magnificent volcano and exclaim,  

“gosh, that’s really blue!”

Search STAR rated accommodation around Mt Gambier 
by visiting aant.com.au/accommodation
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what's on NT

5 FEBruAry
goyder’s Day 
Port Darwin

Commemorate the 144th anniversary of Surveyor-General 
George Woodroffe Goyder’s arrival to Port Darwin in 1869 
with displays, hands-on activities and a re-enactment.

10–17 FEBruAry
Imparja Cup Cricket Carnival 
Traegar Park, Alice Springs

Indigenous cricket teams from around 
the country once again compete for the 
annual Imparja Cup. Formats include 
20/20, 40 overs per side and Super 8s.

19 FEBruAry
Anniversary of the bombing of Darwin 
Cenotaph, Bicentennial Park, Darwin

Pay tribute to the fallen when World War II reached 
Australian shores 71 years ago. The service starts at 9.30am 
with an air-raid siren sounding at 9.58am – the same time 
that Japanese bombers flew over the city.

17 NoVEMBEr  
– 19 AprIl
rapid Creek Monsoon Markets 
Rapid Creek Shopping Centre

Open every Thursday night during tropical season, enjoy 
free entertainment for the whole family and a variety of 
food, art and craft and gift stalls.

1–28 FEBruAry
FoBruary 
Australia-wide

Let’s Beat Bowel Cancer and Bowel 
Cancer Australia join forces to urge 
more Aussies to take a simple, at-home 
test in the name of detecting early 
signs of bowel cancer.

26–27 JANuAry
Heineken Hottest 7s in the World 
Rugby Park, Marrara  
Sports Precinct

Teams from around Australia  
and the world battle it out  
for $67,000 in prize money  
over two days of fierce competition.

10 FEBruAry
Chinese New year 
Chung Wah Society, Darwin

Bring in the Year of the Snake with 
customary Chinese celebrations.  
Enjoy delicious food and 
traditional local entertainment.

26 JANuAry
Australia Day Breakfast and Activities 
Tennant Creek

Celebrate what’s great about being an 
Aussie in Tennant Creek, with an Aussie 
outback breakfast and activities  
including egg catching, sack races and 
thong throwing. 

23 MArCH
Darwin Waterfront Harmony  
Day Soiree 
Darwin Waterfront

Join the picnic to celebrate NT’s 
cultural diversity. There will be food 
and entertainment aplenty and you 
can make your own floating lantern 
to include in the flotilla.

Got an event you’d like promoted? Email ntmotor@raa.com.au

16 MArCH
TIo NTFl grand Final 
TIO Stadium

See out the Northern 
Territory Football League 
wet season competition 
as the best teams in the 
competition go head to 
head for the ultimate prize.
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10%* OFF ALL - Bags, Buggies (excludes  
motorised buggies), Apparel, Footwear,  
Accessories, Secondhand Equipment and  
“other” branded golf clubs.  

5%* OFF ALL - Balls, Motorised Buggies,  
Package Deals and all Golf Clubs for the  
following brands: Callaway, Cleveland,  
Cobra, Mizuno, Odyssey, Ping, Scotty  
Cameron, Srixon, TaylorMade and Titleist.  

*Excludes voucher purchases, sale items and markdowns.  
Not available in conjunction with other offers.

AANT MEMBERS SAVE  
AT DRUMMOND GOLF

10 %*

OFF

UP TO Up to 10% off all your golfing  
equipment from Australia’s Leading  

Golf Retailer Drummond Golf

DARWIN 
Shop 2/287 Bagot Rd
Coconut Grove
08 8985 4653

www.drummondgolf.com

show your card & save

terMs AnD ConDitions
To obtain the benefits under the AANT Show Your Card & Save program, 
members must show their membership card in a participating retail 
outlet, or quote their member number if transacting via phone or 
internet, at the point of payment to the relevant benefit provider 
for goods or services provided. It is the responsibility of the 
member to ask for the Show Your Card & Save benefit at the 
point of payment. The AANT gives no warranty in relation 
to any goods, services or information provided by Retail 
Partners participating in the program. Participation 
in the AANT Show Your Card & Save program 
is subject to the full Terms and Conditions of 
the program, which can be obtained from the 
AANT Shop, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 
0800. Any offers extended under the program are 
subject to availability and subject to the Terms 
and Conditions imposed by Show Your Card 
& Save Partners and will not be redeemable for 
cash or kind. Any benefits provided to the member 
cannot be transferred, assigned, sold or otherwise 
retained. For AANT Show Your Card & Save enquiries, phone 
08 8925 5901 or visit www.aant.com.au
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AANT Member

specials for Australia

& New Zealand bookings

Discounts apply
on the best rate of the day

2THR117

Thrifty Savings Galore

Discounts
apply on the best

rate of the day

PLUS
PLUS Free child seat hire

PLUS Reduced liability on passenger vehicles
PLUS $5 off per day on damage waiver products

Rent 12 days, pay 10
Enter the promo code AAA003

Thrifty Savings Galore

Discounts
apply on the best

rate of the day

PLUS
PLUS Free child seat hire

PLUS Reduced liability on passenger vehicles
PLUS $5 off per day on damage waiver products

Rent 7 days, pay 6
Enter the promo code AAA001

PLUS Free child seat hire
PLUS Reduced liability on passenger vehicles

PLUS $5 off per day on damage waiver products

Free weekend upgrade
Enter the promo code AAA002

Thrifty Savings Galore

Discounts
apply on the best

rate of the day

PLUS

*Terms and conditions apply. Offers are valid until 31st October 2013. Available at Thrifty locations in Australia and New Zealand only. 4% discount is for online bookings and bookings made over the phone 
or at a Thrifty counter. Must quote AANT Membership number at time of booking and show a valid AANT Membership card at time of vehicle collection. Offers are subject to availability and cannot be used in 
conjunction with any other promotion, special offer or coupon. Free day and weekend upgrade offers can not be used in conjunction with each other. Free day offers are based on time and kilometer charges 
only (unlimited kms at metro, 200kms at country and 100kms at remote locations) and excludes optional and extra charges. For more information on the reduced liability or damage waiver products please 
speak to a consultant. Free baby seat hire is subject to availability, only 1 seat hire per rental period. All car rentals must meet the standard age, driver’s license and credit requirements of Thrifty. All car rentals 
are subject to the terms and conditions of the Rental Agreement. For full terms and conditions go to aant.com.au.

12 days pay 10

aant.com.au 08 8925 5901

Visit the AANT Darwin office
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