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We have a great tasting 
deal this Christmas

Your friend on the road.

Simply join or upgrade to Plus 
or Premium Membership before 
24 December 2011 and you will 
receive a copy of ‘my family 
feast’ worth $59.95 (RRP). To join 
or upgrade, call 8925 5901,  
visit aant.com.au or visit AANT  
at 79–81 Smith Street, Darwin.

Not valid when joining on the road, 
offer valid while stocks last.
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Disclaimer – No responsibility is accepted by the AANT for the accuracy of information contained in 
advertisements in ntmotor. Publication of an advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the AANT of 
any product, nor warrant its suitability. ntmotor DOES NOT ACCEPT UNSOLICITED MATERIAL.

© Copyright Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc. All rights reserved. This material is copyright 
under Australian and international laws. Except as permitted under the relevant law, no part of this work may be 
reproduced by any process without prior written permission of and acknowledgement to the AANT.

WhiteWater World, Gold Coast. 
 
Image © Ardent Leisure Limited.
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BY MARIjA FILIPOVIC
eDitOr

2011 ANNuAl GeNerAl meetiNG
The Association’s 48th Annual General Meeting was held on Tuesday 18 October 2011 at the 
Mantra Esplanade, Darwin. 

The minutes of the 2010 AGM were confirmed and the Association’s Annual Report and Accounts 
for the year ended 30 june 2011 were accepted. The Association’s President, Robert Bradley, 
read the President’s Report, which outlined operational highlights over the past 12 months and 
the challenges lying ahead for the Association. 

The Chairman announced the retirement of three councillors, each of whom then nominated  
for re-election. As no other nominations were received, the following retiring nominees were  
re-elected unopposed:

 Robert Bradley 

 Sharon Winks 

 Suzanne Morgan.

AANT is offering members the chance to 
win one of two places available  
to compete in the 2012 Australian Auto 
Club Challenge & Pro Am.

Coinciding with the RACV Ladies Masters 
you will be part of a four-player team 
representing AANT, competing against the 
other motoring clubs of Australia.

Not an AANT Member and would like to 
participate? Simply call 8925 5901 to join. 
Quote RACV Royal Pines and we’ll waive 
the $40 joining fee.

To enter, pick up an entry form from the 
AANT Shop and post it to:

AANT
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

or visit www.aant.com.au/royalpines  
for more details.
Entries close 24 December 2011. Terms and conditions apply.

2012 AustrAliAN AutO  
CluB ChAlleNGe AND PrO Am

welcome inbrief

Not too long ago, I came to the realisation 

that my trusted hand-me-down car was 

probably not going to last me forever. 

In fact, the sombre tone of my mechanic 

implied that it probably wasn’t even 

going to last me until Christmas. And so 

I entered the used-car market. For many, 

buying a second-hand vehicle can be 

a daunting and frustrating experience. 

However, it doesn’t have to be. 

This edition, we explore the ins and  

outs of buying a used car and how to 

make sure you don’t get caught with  

a lemon. Turn to page 10 for details.

We also celebrate the launch of AANT’s 

brand-new website. It’s packed with some 

exciting new features and on page 8 we 

outline some of these for you. 

We also look at Australia’s Best Cars, as 

announced on 30 November. Check out  

the winners on page 12. 

If you’re after a summer getaway, we’ve 

got some fantastic options in this edition. 

Take the family on an adventure holiday 

to the Gold Coast (page 28), or soak 

up a divine mix of art and wine in South 

Australia’s famous McLaren Vale region 

(page 30). 

As usual, this edition has plenty of 

shopping ideas (page 16) – just in time 

for Christmas – member savings (page 19) 

and great offers. From savings on travel, 

to a free Christmas gift with the purchase 

or upgrade of any AANT Membership 

(page 6), we’ve got you covered.

Try your hand at our excellent December 

competitions too – you could win yourself 

an iPad 2 or free seven-day car hire. 

Safe motoring and happy holidays! 

 

Marija Filipovic

Editor

A PAir Of uGlY fish suNGlAssesWIN
With polarised, anti-reflective and anti-scratch lenses, the Ugly Fish Monsoon 
sunglasses – as worn by Ugly Fish ambassador Andrew Symonds – are ideal for fishing, 
boating and driving. The photochromic glass lenses automatically adjust to light and 
weather conditions and eliminate unwanted glare without changing the visual colour. 

For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT Membership Number on 
the back of – or inside – an envelope and post it to:

ntmotor Ugly Fish sunglasses competition
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

Conditions: The competition commences 5 December with the last mail on 6 February 2012. Prize value in Australian dollars. Total prize 
pool is valued at $229.95. Entry is open to Northern Territory residents only who are members of AANT. The first entry drawn that fulfils the 
competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 79−81 Smith Street, Darwin, at 2pm 7 February 2012. The winner 
will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the March 2012 issue of ntmotor, published 
13 March 2012. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount.  
The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 79−81 Smith Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529. 
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BY ROBERT BRADLEY
AANt PresiDeNt

For many, the festive season is associated 
with parties, holidays, families and friends. 
Enjoy yourself, but remember to plan 
ahead and have a designated sober driver 
or a taxi for transport.

With the strong Australian dollar, many of 
you will head overseas. When you are in the 
AANT office to pick up your International 
Driving Permit, talk to the staff about 
travel insurance – you may be pleasantly 
surprised with the quote.

As a lobby group, AANT and its associated 
clubs have an overall philosophy of ‘safer 
drivers in safer cars on safer roads and at 
safer speeds’. While roads and vehicles are 
constantly improving, ultimately, drivers 
have to take some responsibility for their 
actions. With the Top End wet season 
starting, it’s time to ensure that you and 
your vehicle are ready.

On your vehicle, check: the lights, the 
battery, the tyre pressure and tread wear 
(including the spare). Also check your wiper 
blades, since in most instances these will 
need replacing.

In inclement weather: put your lights on  
– it gives other motorists a better chance 
of seeing and avoiding you – increase your 
following distance, slow down and give 
your tyres a better chance of holding the 
road and, where possible, avoid driving 
through flooded sections of road. The 
results can be fatal. 

On behalf of the Council and Edon Bell and  
his team, I wish you all the compliments 
of the season and wish you a healthy and 
happy 2012. 

Bob Bradley

AANT President

tOurist PArk AND 
ACCOmmODAtiON 
GuiDes
Planning a summer getaway can be confusing, 
especially with so many places offering you 
best-quality accommodation with all the bells 
and whistles. So how do you decide? You’ll 
find the answer in the AANT’s Accommodation 
Guide and Tourist Park Guide. 

These are the only official guides to Australia’s 
star-rated accommodation properties and 
feature more than 14,000 places to stay. 

Pick up your copy of the Accommodation 
Guide for the members’ price of $4, or the 
Tourist Park Guide for just $3.50, from the 
AANT Shop. 

iNsurANCe the territOrY WAY
Did you know that as an AANT Member, you can take advantage of your membership and  
save up to 10 per cent on any eligible insurance policy with the Territory Insurance Office?

TIO can provide insurance cover for your home, contents, boat and investment property.  
just mention you’re an AANT Member to receive the membership discount. 

For more information or to get a quote, call TIO’s dedicated AANT Member line on  
8946 2400 or visit any TIO branch. 
Conditions, fees and limits apply. Please obtain and consider the Product Disclosure Statement and Policy before deciding to acquire or continue 
to hold TIO Insurance. ABN 72 532 995 678. AANT will receive a fee equal to five per cent of the insurance premium on policy inception or renewal.

insight

COMPETITION WINNERS
Congratulations to the following winners from ntmotor September 2011.

Lumiere luggage: A Klose – Parap

Car battery: C Cross – Humpty Doo

Holden HJ one-tonne cab-chassis: S Russell – Holtze

5www.aant.com.au 
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membership

If you’re stuck for gift ideas this Christmas, and you’re not up to braving the  
mad rush of frenzied Christmas shopping, look no further than AANT. 

AANT Membership offers year-round peace of mind on the road, 
with the knowledge that help – for a flat battery, punctured tyre or 
keys locked in the car – is but a phone call away.

Apart from Roadside Assistance, AANT 
Membership entitles the holder to exclusive 
discounts on travel packages, theme 
park tickets and holiday attractions 
throughout Australia. Add to that, 
member-only savings on books, 
maps and travel guides in the 
AANT Shop, and partner deals at 
a number of product and service 
providers around the country – 
and you’ve got the ultimate gift.

Until 24 December 2011, anyone who joins – or upgrades  
– their membership will receive a free gift: a copy of my family feast  
by Sean Connolly, valued at $59.95.

Featuring an anthology of family recipes and traditions, the  
book is an exciting look into the celebrations of families,  

from Cuba to China, and Italy to Afghanistan. 

So if AANT Membership solves all your gift-giving 
problems, call 8925 5901, drop into the AANT Shop  
at 79−81 Smith Street, Darwin, or log onto  
www.aant.com.au to sign up and receive this  
wonderful gift. Hurry, stocks are limited!

The gift that keeps on giving

Promotion concludes 24 December 2011 or while stocks last. 
Offer does not apply when joining on the road.

Road test your property investment
Save $000’s on your next property investment
Houspect Building Inspections frequently un-earth thousands of dollars worth of 
defects in properties that are about to be bought by unsuspecting homebuyers 
and property investors. Mind you, it takes a hardened expert to complete a really 
thorough building inspection. That’s why all Houspect Inspectors are experienced 
registered builders fully trained to Australian Standards. Make sure you invest with 
confi dence by taking advantage of our 10% discount to all AANT Members.

Call Houspect today on 1300 655 694
Email: info.nt@houspect.com.au
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BACK TO THE FuTure 

Hot off the 
production line … 

2012 Australia’s 
Best Cars 
Magazine

More than 100 years after its launch,  
Morgan Motor Company has relaunched its cult icon, the Three-Wheeler. 

The 2011 model fits a modern V-twin engine and Mazda 5-speed gearbox into 
its classic tubular frame – complete with padded aircraft-style cockpit. 

Opel: it’s English for ‘German’. That’s what the CEO would like us  
to believe, as Germany’s second oldest car brand launches in 
Australia in 2012. One model will feature in each of the light, small 
and medium segments: the 1.4-litre Corsa will be offered in the light 
market; the Astra – until recently sold under sister label Holden – 
makes a return in five-door hatch  
and Sports Tourer variants;  
while the medium-sized  
flagship will be the  
Insignia, in sedan and  
Sports Tourer styles. 

The latest edition of Australia’s 
Best Cars magazine has  
hit the shelves and AANT 
Members can pick up the  
2012 magazine at the AANT 
Shop from December. 

If you’re in the market for a new set of wheels, this  
magazine, with its reviews of hundreds of vehicles  
across 15 categories, is a must. It’s one of Australia’s  
most authoritative consumer-driven guides to  
purchasing a new car. 

For an overview of this year’s award winners,  
see pages 12–15.

Image: © iStockphoto.

Dip stick
 jargon buster:

Not a silly  
person – it’s a  
long, thin piece of  
metal used to check  
oil levels in the engine  
or transmission. 

Image: © Morgan Motor Companydid you 
know? 

The Pan-American Highway  

from Fairbanks in Alaska to  

Brazil is the world’s longest 

road at 24,140km.

Image: © Autonews.

motornews

The Territory Government provides
a 24 hour, 7 day a week road reporting service.

You can log on or phone our freecall number 
at any time to check road conditions throughout the
Northern Territory.

Freecall 1800 246 199
www.roadreport.nt.gov.au

Know the road
                  before you GO!

www.aant.com.au  7



community

AANT has launched its brand-new website, marking a new era  
of services for members. 

LIFT OFF!

Over the past 12 months, we’ve completely redesigned and redeveloped our online offerings to create a fresh and functional experience 
for our members, with neat interactive features and plenty of tips and information for everything motoring, travel and insurance-related.

Take a look at what’s on offer …

ACCOMMODATION
Booking and finding accommodation across Australia has never been so easy!

AANT’s online system allows you to search hundreds of STAR-rated properties in the NT and interstate. 

Listings include a brief property overview, information on room and property facilities, and contact  
details, including a map on how to get there. 

To find accommodation for your next holiday, visit www.aant.com.au/accommodation

A mODel hQ hOlDeN kiNGsWOOD seDANWIN
With its style radical for the time, the HQ series became instantly recognisable 
when it was first released in july 1971. Since it could seat six in bench-seat 
comfort, the Kingswood quickly became the choice for the family man.  
This Trax edition showcases the 253-cubic-inch V8 engine option.

For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT Membership 
Number on the back of – or inside – an envelope and post it to:

ntmotor HQ Holden  
Kingswood sedan competition
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

Conditions: The competition commences 5 December with the last mail on 6 February 2012. Prize value in Australian dollars. Total prize 
pool is valued at $57.95. Entry is open to Northern Territory residents only who are members of AANT. This first entry drawn that fulfils the 
competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 79−81 Smith Street, Darwin, at 2pm 7 February 2012. The winner 
will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the March 2012 issue of ntmotor, published 
13 March 2012. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount.  
The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 79−81 Smith Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529. 

FIND CHEAP FUEL
In a first for the AANT website, a new online 
database has been introduced to help members 
locate the cheapest fuel in their area.

Search by postcode or suburb for the most competitive fuel 
prices near you in Darwin and check the average price for 
unleaded, LPG or diesel in the Alice Springs, Katherine and 
Tennant Creek areas. 

AANT General Manager Edon Bell says the Find Cheap  
Fuel search is a fantastic resource for members. 

‘It’s really about driving competition and encouraging  
fuel providers to offer more competitive prices,’ says Mr Bell. 

‘Members will have the means to compare the prices of 
individual service stations and choose a site offering the best 
price on the day. We’re hoping this marks a big change in the 
fuel market here in the NT,’ he says. 

To find the cheapest fuel near you, head online to  
www.aant.com.au/findcheapfuel

8  dec 2011



“Engineered for Excellence,
 Designed for Life”

HOTLINE 1300 656 599
www.fl exiglass.com.au

Australia’s Largest Range of
CANOPIES

H I G H  P R O F I L E  C A N O PYCO M B O  C A N O PY  & T R AY

S M O OT H  S P O R T S  C A N O PY

S M O OT H  S P O R T S  L I D

Flexiglass WorkEzy Range

TECHNICAL ADVICE
For handy tips, detailed explanations of how all  
things motoring work and for the answers to all your  
frequently asked questions, let the new Technical Advice 
section on AANT’s website be your guide. 

Compiled by the highly knowledgeable team of AANT 
Technical Advisors, this new section offers you the best advice 
on motoring matters – from choosing the right tyres, to the 
truth about airbags and the best holiday driving tips.

For all the answers to your motoring-related questions,  
visit www.aant.com.au/techadvice

SHOP ONLINE
AANT Members will notice a big change 
in the way they can shop online, with improved 
functionality and ease of use in our online store. 

Stocking high-quality motoring accessories and travel goods, 
the AANT Shop is still the place for AANT Members to enjoy 
great savings. 

Explore the hundreds of items available at member-
discounted prices, compare products, create a wish list and 
buy online. 

With Christmas just around the corner, there’s no need  
to leave the comfort of your home to do this year’s  
Christmas shopping. 

Head to www.aant.com.au/shop to explore the great range 
of products available.

MEMBER SAVINGS
AANT Membership means more than just roadside assistance in case of a breakdown. Take your AANT  
card shopping with you and save! As an AANT Member you have access to exclusive savings through the 
Show Your Card & Save program, both within Australia and around the world. 

Head online to find out more about where you can use your AANT card to save – from automotive 
partners, to home and lifestyle retailers, travel providers and technology outlets. 

For details on where AANT can help you save, and for more information about your AANT Membership, head to  
www.aant.com.au/membership

TRIP PLANNER
The newly developed interactive Trip Planner allows you to 
map out any journey across Australia with the click of a few 
buttons. Organise your route, find local accommodation and 
locate convenient rest stops. This clever feature also lets you 
explore the attractions on offer along the way and at your 
destination, meaning that you can plan your whole holiday 
with one handy tool!

To plan your next trip, head to  
www.aant.com.au/tripplanner
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How to ensure the used car you’re buying is no dud. 

Apart from buying a house, a car is the most significant everyday 
item you’ll invest in. But unless your purchase is new, how do you 
know the vehicle you’re about to fork out for comes at the right 
price, isn’t stolen and isn’t a lemon in disguise?

1. DoLLArs AND seNse
When you’re in the market for a used car, it’s important to establish 
exactly what you’re after. Consider all aspects of your car use – 
who’ll be driving it, how often and for what purpose – and factor this 
into your budget. Remember, look past the initial financial outlay,  
as long-term running costs like services, fuel and depreciation will 
have a big impact on how much you can and should spend. 

Also keep in mind post-purchase expenses: the car may be due 
for a service – maybe even a major one – and this isn’t covered by 
second-hand car warranty and can be expensive. Depending on 
their age, items like the timing belt, tyres or transmission might also 
need replacement or servicing. Plus, there’s registration, insurance 
and stamp duty to think about. 

 HINT  Always know your budget and stick to it. Arranging finance 
before you go shopping is a good way of ensuring you stay within 
your financial limits. 

2. sAFeTy FIrsT
Buying a second-hand car doesn’t mean you should be in the dark 
when it comes to safety ratings. The 2011 Used Car Safety Ratings 
brochure uses the most recent crash data from over three million 
police-reported crashes in Australia and New Zealand to calculate 
which used cars are the safest.

Download a copy of the brochure at www.howsafeisyourcar.com.au

3. TICkINg THe Boxes
Before committing to a purchase, assess the overall condition of 
the car and do so under good light – preferably during the day and 
when it’s dry. 

Check the following items to make sure the car’s roadworthy:

  The body 
Look for cracks in the paintwork and in rubber seals, and for 
rust on the body. Ensure doors, locks and windows are all 
functioning, and keep in mind that chips, dents and scratches 
are signs of poor general care.

  Underneath and under the bonnet 
Check for noises, leaks and unusually dirty parts – these can 
be signs of serious problems or bad maintenance. Record 
the engine number, vehicle identification number (VIN), body 
number and the date of manufacture on the compliance plate. 
 A VIN has 17 characters; make sure the numbers haven’t been 
tampered with and match them to those on the certificate  
of registration. 

  Inside and drive 
Identify the extent of wear and tear and ensure general safety 
features – like seatbelts – are in good condition. Always 
request a test drive and check that the brakes, steering, 
suspension and transmission are well maintained. Listen for 
unusual sounds coming from the engine and look for excess 
smoke from the exhaust.

To download a full inspection checklist, visit  
www.aant.com.au/motoring

 HINT  AANT offers various pre-purchase vehicle inspections, 
which are carried out by highly trained professionals at a dealer’s 
premises or another nominated location. 
To book, call 8295 5901.

Lemon aid
motoring
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soLD oN A seLLer 
You’ve done your research – you know 
what car you’re after, set your budget 
and understand what sort of price  
to expect – but where’s the best place 
to buy? 

DeALer 
PROS: 

  Protection against encumbrances, 
written-off and stolen vehicles.

  Statutory warranty.

  Easier to arrange independent 
inspection of vehicle.

  Facility to ‘trade in’ in most 
instances.

  Professionally detailed, prepared 
and presented.

CONS: 

  Price can be slightly higher.

  If you’re inexperienced, sales 
techniques may make you  
feel intimidated.

AuCTIoN 
PROS: 

  Quick sales process.

  Price generally more competitive.

CONS: 

  Limited time to inspect the vehicle.

PrIvATe 
PROS: 

  More competitive price.

  Plenty to choose from.

  Quick sales process.

CONS: 

  No warranty.

  Higher chance of ‘cover ups’; 
for example, rebuilt accident 
vehicles, financial encumbrances or 
registration difficulties. 

oNLINe (in addition to all those 
mentioned in private sale) 
PROS: 

  Fast search and limited leg work.

  Larger selection. Includes vehicles 
interstate – good for rare or 
specialised cars.

CONS: 

  Difficulty assessing condition.

  Can’t see who you’re dealing with.

  Can fall victim to scams more easily; 
for example, ‘ghost car’ scams ask 
for a deposit to be paid for a vehicle 
that doesn’t exist. 

4. ToP TIPs For NegoTIATINg PrICe
  Don’t stray from your budget. Factor in all the costs associated with getting the car  

on the road and arrange finance before you start.

  Know the type and model of the vehicle you’re after to avoid getting talked into 
something you’re not familiar with. 

  Consider what you judge to be the essential features and whether you need the 
optional accessories, which might jack up the price. 

  Research similar vehicles and call AANT’s Technical Advisory Service to get an idea  
of pricing expectations. 

  If buying from a dealer, ask for discounts or bonuses like rego, stamp duty or a full tank 
of petrol. 

  Make a list of faults and how much they’d cost to fix. Use this as leverage to 
renegotiate a price.

  If you’re not happy with the price, don’t buy. There’ll be another car just around the corner. 

5. WorD oF LAW
If you buy a car listed as stolen, written off or with a loan attached, it can be repossessed 
and you’ll lose your money. A new Personal Property Securities Register will come into 
effect in February 2012, which combines Commonwealth, state and territory registers – 
including the Register of Encumbered Vehicles – into one national system. 

 HINT  Provided you have the car’s rego, VIN and engine number, you can search online 
for any Australian vehicle to check it’s legally allowed to be sold. 

To make an enquiry call 1800 424 988 or visit the REVS website at www.revs.nsw.gov.au

Under Northern Territory law, all NT car dealers who sell to the public must have a licence 
and must display their Licensed Motor Vehicle Dealers number at their premises. 

A car bought from a licensed motor vehicle dealer may be covered by a warranty. 

This means that under certain conditions the car is covered for repairs by a statutory 
warranty and should be roadworthy. Always read your contract carefully so you know what’s 
covered.

 HINT  If you think your dealer is not compliant with the sales contract, contact the Office 
of Consumer Affairs.

Find your nearest office at www.nt.gov.au/justice/consaffairs

Find out everything you need to know about buying a used car and call AANT’s  
Technical Advisory Service on 1300 661 466 or email techadvice@aant.com.au

QuesTIoNs you sHouLD Ask 
Avoid the pitfalls of a private sale.  
These questions are a good starting 
point when speaking to the seller:

  How long have you had the car?

  Why are you selling?

  Has the car ever been damaged?

  If so, how extensive were the 
damage and the repairs?

  What condition is the car in?

  Does it have any bad habits?

  Can you provide a comprehensive 
service history?

Image: © Corbis Images.
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After months of rigorous testing, analysis and hundreds of  
kilometres of driving, Australia’s top motoring clubs have revealed  

the 2011 winners of Australia’s Best Cars. 

Australia’s Best Cars is now a benchmark for consumers looking to 

a buy a new car, with judges from motoring clubs around Australia 

testing the country’s most popular cars to narrow the field of 

hundreds down to just 15 category winners. 

Ratings are calculated over three main areas: value for money, 
design and function, and on-road ability. 

Here are 10 of the 15 award winners. To find out more about the 
winners and finalists, head online to www.australiasbestcars.com.au

australia's best cars

Australia's Best Cars 2011

ABS Anti-locking Braking System
ANCAP  Australasian New Car  

Assessment Program 
BA Brake Assist 
CA Curtain Airbags 
CVT Continuously Variable Transmission 

SAFETY FEATURES GLOSSARY
DFA Dual Front Airbags 
DFSA Dual Front Side Airbags 
DSG Direct Shift Gearbox 
EBA Electronic Brake Assist  
EBD Electronic Brakeforce Distribution 
ESC Electronic Stability Control  

GVG Green Vehicle Guide  
HAB Head Protecting Airbags 
KA  Knee Airbags 
S&CA  Side and Curtain Airbags 
TC  Traction Control  
TCS  Traction Control System

Packed with excellent features and good styling, the Kia Rio 
delivers well beyond its price point and small car origins.

Standard equipment includes electronic stability control,  
traction control and six airbags, all of which make the driving 
experience a safe one, even in the most challenging environments.

Adults can sit comfortably in the back of the Rio and the 
luggage area is generous – with or without the rear seats  
folded down. 

If you’re looking for a budget-conscious vehicle that delivers 
all the equipment you need and is enjoyable to drive, the Kia 
Rio Si is as good as it gets.

kIA Rio Si

>> BesT LIgHT CAr uNDer $20,000 <<

Price: $18,990

Driveline: 1.6-litre, 4-cylinder, 6-speed manual

Fuel economy: 5.6L/100km, ULP

Safety features: ABS, DFSA, ESC, TCS

ANCAP: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

GVG: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
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No stranger to Australia’s Best Cars, Volkswagen has released 
the new sixth-generation jetta model. It’s bigger, cheaper and 
better equipped than its predecessor and has defied challenges 
from similarly-priced competitors. 

Standard equipment is above average and safety features 
are reassuringly high. All models feature six airbags – including 
front and rear curtains – electronic stability control, Bluetooth 
connectivity with audio streaming, and a media device interface 
with USB connection. 

All petrol and diesel models are frugal fuel users, and good 
steering and responsive handling ensure they score well in the 
driveability and performance stakes.

Inside, the seats are comfortable and supportive and controls 
are well laid out. 

Price: $32,490

Driveline: 1.4-litre twin charger, 4-cylinder, 7-speed DSG

Fuel economy: 6.2L/100km, PULP

Safety features: ABS, CA, DFSA, ESC, TCS

ANCAP: not rated

GVG: ★ ★ ★ ★ 

voLksWAgeN Jetta 118 TSI

>> BesT MeDIuM CAr uNDer $50,000 <<

The Golf’s solid design, function and on-road performance 
cement it as a class leader – reflected in its high marks for safety, 
environment, comfort and ergonomics. 

Comfortable to sit in, the Golf is also easy to use and all 
switches are well placed and within easy reach.

One of the secrets to the Golf’s success is its handling 
characteristics, with a ride and handling package matched only 
by the sports models of its competitors. 

Volkswagen has done a good job with power delivery and, 
in addition to excellent steering on all surfaces and bends, 
performance boasts top billing in the class. 

voLksWAgeN Golf 90 TSI Trendline

>> BesT sMALL CAr uNDer $35,000 <<

Price: $27,490

Driveline: 1.4-litre, 4-cylinder, 7-speed DSG

Fuel economy: 6.2L/100km, PULP

Safety features: DFSA, CA, ABS, ESC, TCS 

ANCAP: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

GVG: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

It’s two in a row for the Volkswagen Polo 66TDI Comfortline.

The Polo 66TDI punches above its weight in many areas, 
delivering strength, quality and a five-star safety rating. 

The turbo-diesel engine feels as quick as any other in  
its class and the Polo can handle just about any scenario.  
Even on twisting sections of road, it’s nimble, well weighted  
and the direct steering handles well.

Clever interior packaging makes the most of the Polo’s compact 
size, with above-average leg and headroom for passengers, and a 
wide opening rear hatch for extra storage space.

Price: $22,350

Driveline: 1.6 litre, 4-cylinder, 5-speed manual

Fuel economy: 4.7L/100km, diesel

Safety features: DFSA, CA, ABS, TCS, ESC

ANCAP: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

GVG: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

voLksWAgeN Polo 66TDI Comfortline

>> BesT LIgHT CAr over $20,000 <<
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australia's best cars

The C Class lives up to the indestructible Mercedes feel, but 
also delivers a level of refinement and elegance that’s almost 
unmatched in any class.

Comfort levels are high, as is standard safety, which includes 
airbags and all conceivable electronic driving aids. Space and 
ergonomics are best in class. 

The diesel engine is brilliant, as is the seven-speed auto 
transmission, which provides an excellent driving experience. 
Handling, braking, ride and on-road performance are all  
class-leading. 

If you’re looking for a luxury four-door sedan that does it all 
with ridiculous ease, the C250 CDI is the ultimate choice.

MerCeDes BeNz  
C Class C250 CDI Avantgarde

>> BesT MeDIuM CAr over $50,000 <<

Price: $67,900

Driveline: 2.2-litre, 4-cylinder, 7-speed automatic

Fuel economy: 5.1L/100km, diesel

Safety features: ABS, DFSA, ESC, TCS, CA

ANCAP: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

GVG: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Hyundai iMax continues to tick all the right boxes as an 
affordable, family-friendly people mover that’s ideal for 
everyday use.

It seats eight adults in relative comfort – and there’s still plenty 
of luggage space – and has enough width to fit three child seats 
across the middle row.

Though not as nimble as smaller vehicles, the iMax provides a 
comfortable ride, and on-road driveability is controlled. 

Steering-wheel-mounted controls are easy to use and 
Bluetooth and iPod integration have been added. 

With affordable pricing and low servicing costs, the iMax is a 
leader in its class.

Price: $42,490

Driveline:
2.5-litre, 4-cylinder turbo diesel,  
5-speed automatic

Fuel economy: 9.8L/100km, diesel

Safety features: DFA, ABS, TCS, ESC

ANCAP: ★ ★ ★ ★

GVG: ★ ★ ★ 

HyuNDAI iMax 

>> BesT PeoPLe Mover <<

After its fourth consecutive year as champion, there’s not  
much more to say about the 135i Coupe – it’s really that good. 

Despite facing bold new challenges and taking a hit in the 
price, depreciation, running and repair costs, insurance  
and fuel consumption stakes, the 135i Coupe still manages 
close to perfect scores in all 10 design and function and  
on-the-road criteria.

It tops the class for comfort, with its front seats providing rib-
wrapping support and durability. Extensive safety and standard 
features include airbags plus advanced stability and traction 
control systems. 

Simply put, the BMW 135i Coupe is the complete driver’s car. 

BMW 135i Coupe

>> BesT sPorTs CAr uNDer $80,000 <<

Price: $75,000

Driveline: 3.0-litre, 6-cylinder, 6-speed manual

Fuel economy: 8.5L/100km, PULP

Safety features: DFSA, CA, ABS, TCS, ESC

ANCAP: not rated

GVG: ★ ★ ★ ★ 
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Though it doesn’t come cheap, the Audi A6, with design and 
function and on-road scores all well above average, reigns 
supreme in this class for the third year running.

For those looking for additional creature comforts and more 
advanced safety and driver assistance features, A6 has plenty  
of options. 

The new seventh-generation model showcases plenty of 
Audi’s technological innovation and engineering skills, and 
some options include sports suspension, night vision assistant, 
adaptive cruise control, four-zone air conditioning and 1200-
watt audio system.

Combined with a lightweight body structure, the turbo diesel 
and petrol models score well on performance and handling, 
delivering a composed and comfortable drive.

AuDI A6 3.0 TDI Quattro

>> BesT LArge CAr over $50,000 <<

Land Rover Discovery 4 is victorious again in this category, 
taking its number of wins to a phenomenal seven in a row. 

Scoring 10 out of 10 for its off-road engine, gearing and 
traction, and near-perfect nines across eight other criteria in the 
design and function and on-road ability stakes, the Land Rover 
is a delightful mix of performance and luxury.

Standard equipment across the range is generous, including 
curtain airbags, which extend to protect occupants in the 
standard third row of seats. Off-road safety is improved with 
a hill-descent control system, and potentially fatal trailer sway 
is controlled by a trailer stability assist system for the 3500kg 
towing capacity.

LAND rover Discovery 4 SDV6 SE

>> BesT ALL TerrAIN 4WD <<

Since its win last year, the Tiguan has received a mid-life refresh 
and price reduction to build on its solid foundation.

Although quite compact, the practical cabin layout makes 
good use of space, with plenty of versatility in seating and 
load combination. The Tiguan is a class leader for comfort and 
controls fall easy to hand.

Teamed with a convenient and efficient seven-speed DSG 
transmission, the TDI’s well-proved turbo diesel engine delivers 
a pleasing blend of performance and fuel economy. Though  
not designed for serious rock-crawling, the Tiguan handles  
well off bitumen and is one of the better cars for smoothness 
and quietness. 

voLksWAgeN Tiguan 103 TDI

>> BesT suv uNDer $40,000 <<

Price: $34,490

Driveline: 2.0-litre, 4-cylinder, 7-speed DSG

Fuel economy: 6.2L/100km, diesel

Safety features: DFSA, CA, ABS, TCS, ESC

ANCAP: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

GVG: ★ ★ ★ ★

Price: $116,500

Driveline: 3.0-litre V6, 7-speed S-Tronic DSG

Fuel economy: 6.0L/100km, diesel

Safety features: ABS, CA, DFSA, ESP, TCS

ANCAP: not rated

GVG: ★ ★ ★ ★

Price:  $81,990

Driveline: 3.0-litre V6, 6-speed automatic

Fuel economy: 9.3L/100km, diesel

Safety features: ABS, DFSA, ESC, CA, TCS

ANCAP: not rated

GVG: ★ ★ ★ 
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PALMERSTON MECHANICAL CENTRE 
Palmerston Mechanical has been providing high-quality mechanical services for over 
15 years, and after six years as a staff member, Michael Mower has recently taken over 
the reins. Specialising in all mechanical repairs, including air conditioning services, disk 
brake servicing – including machining and disc pad replacement – LPG repairs and 
engine rebuilding, Palmerston Mechanical goes the extra mile to ensure their customers 
always leave happy. With a team committed to delivering excellence in car servicing  
and customer care, Palmerston Mechanical can be relied on to do the little things that 
make a difference. 

Pictured left: (Left to right) Keith Thompson, Michael Mower, Bente Thompson, 
Mark Mower, Kye Hanes.

BERRIMAH PANEL WORKS
Berrimah Panel Works, a recognised fixture in the Darwin area, has been in the Boscato 
family for over 50 years, with current owner-operator Peter having worked there for 
the last 25, after taking over from his father. The highly skilled and professional team 
at Berrimah Panel Works offers general panel beating services, spray painting and 
restorations for vintage and classic cars. Berrimah Panel Works is also an approved 
insurance repairer. With a pick-up and delivery service available where needed, 
Berrimah Panel Works delivers a highly personalised and customer-focused experience 
on every occasion. 

Pictured right: (Left to right) Rhys Rice, Ken Hoare, Luis Lopez, Kris Butler, Peter Boscato,  
Brodie Morris, Patrick O'Meare, Lee Styles.

approvedrepairers

mechanical repairers
STUART PARK Darwin Mitsubishi, Suzuki, 
Ssangyong, Land Rover, Volvo 
34 Stuart Highway 8946 4444

STUART PARK Brian Turner Automotive 
35 Stuart Highway 8981 9191

WINNELLIE Winnellie Auto Ctr 1–8 
370 Stuart Highway 8984 4448

WINNELLIE NT Auto Repairs 
9 Steele Street 8947 4746

WOOLNER Paul’s Service Centre 
6 Charlton Court 8941 1322 

specialist repairers 
automotive windscreens
ALICE SPRINGS 
Trusty Glass (O’Brien Glass agent) 
31 North Stuart Highway  8952 3322

STUART PARK  
O’Brien Glass 
38 Stuart Highway                8981 4612

automatic transmissions
YARRAWONGA  
Mick Taylor Automatics 
4618 McEnzie Place 8983 1231

automotive electrician
COCONUT GROVE 
A&C Automotive Electrics• 
Unit 1/6 Travers Street  8948 1244

crash repairers 
ALICE SPRINGS Andrew Paterson  
Crash Repairs, 49 Priest Street 8952 6360

BERRIMAH Berrimah Panel Works 
1140 McMillans Road 8984 3137

DARWIN Darwin Crash Repairs 
2 Finniss Street 8981 4000

WINNELLIE Rj Panel Works 
1427 Sadgroves Crescent 8984 4570

WINNELLIE B & S Body Works 
85 Winnellie Road 8947 2251

mechanical repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Peter Kittle Motor Co 
46 Stuart Highway                8952 5500

BERRIMAH Hidden Valley Auto Ctr  
9 Hidden Valley Road 8947 0060

CASUARINA Ultra Tune 1–8 
3 Dripstone Road 8945 2122

COCONUT GROVE  
Ben’s Automotive Service Centre 
47 De Lator Street 8985 5455

COCONUT GROVE 
Prompt Auto Repairs Pty Ltd 
14 Travers Street                 8985 6733

DARWIN Bridge Toyota 
1 Stuart Highway 8946 0099

DARWIN Carmech  
5–7 Carey Street 8942 3342

HUMPTY DOO 
All Rural Mechanical  
5 Vereker Street 8988 9746

PALMERSTON 
Palmerston Mechanical Centre 
51 Georgina Crescent 8932 2532 

PALMERSTON Ultra Tune 
3 Muluka Street 8931 3411

STUART PARK 
Auto Inspection and Road Service 
15/34 Bishop Street 8981 7333

Automobile Association of the Northern Territory 

approved repairers

mechanical repairer  
categories
1 Engine tune-up
2 Minor engine repair and vehicle servicing
3 Major engine repair
4 Steering and suspension
5 Brakes 
6 Electrical
7 Clutch, manual transmission and rear axle
8 Automatic transmission 
9 Air c onditioning
Where no categories are shown, 
the repairer is approved in all nine.

•AANT Battery Service Centre
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APPROVED REPAIRERS

Call us today 1300 139 062 or visit store.vodafone.com.au/AANT
*Offer subject to change & available to approved existing AANT members only when they connect to a new Vodafone 12 or 24 month mobile broadband or voice plan (excluding iPhone plans) online 
via www.store.vodafone.com.au/AANT or 1300 139 062 . AANT members must quote their card number at the time of connection to receive the discount and the connection must be in the name of 
that AANT member. Minimum monthly spend, minimum total cost and Early Exit Fees apply. Not available with any other offer, not transferable and not redeemable for cash. 10% off offer applies to 
GST exclusive price of the monthly access fee only & will be applied as a credit to each of your first 12 or 24 month bills (as applicable). 10% off applies to access fees only. 10% does not apply to 
early exit fees. Charges for additional or excluded services and any applicable handset instalments will still apply and will not be discounted. Not available to existing Vodafone customers who wish 
to upgrade. Vodafone Pty Limited ABN 76 062 954 554. DM11_024

Vodafone gives AANT Members 
10% off monthly access fees
on select new 12 or 24 month plans

 

10%  
monthly access fees

When you sign up  
over the phone  

or online

off

19www.aant.com.au 



APPROVED REPAIRERS

Don’t forget to show your card & save.*10% off applies to full retail price and cannot 
be used in conjunction with any other offer or 
discount. Discount does not apply to purchases of 
car navigation devices, motor vehicle and marine 
batteries, engines, gift cards, any trade purchases 
and Trade Workshop Equipment. Discount does 
not apply to purchases from the Repco Authorised 
Service network. Store stock only.

Your local Repco is a store you can turn to whether you are a motoring 
enthusiast or an everyday driver. A place where you’ll get the benefit of over  
85 years of expertise on everything auto – ranging from spare parts, seat covers, 
car care, travel and touring accessories, picnic rugs, oils and lubricants.

Repco – proven expertise, honest advice and outstanding value.

To find a store near you or trading hours, 
please call 133 227 or visit www.repco.com.au

Smarter
ADVICE

Great
OFFERS

Trade
TRUSTED

Quality
RANGE

Job Number: DLrCFb223428e

File Name: 73991_au_con_q3w5_mag_aant_010911

maTeRial SiZe:   
open: 92mmW x 124mmH
Closed:

COlOUR: 4C

meDia: oTHer

Routing SignatuReS - dtp1
NAme SIGNATure

DH STuDIo Asafuddoza

SG STuDIo

ACCouNT SerVICe IrYS

CreATIVe 

CoPYWrITer

Mon to Fri 8am–8pm, Sat 9am–5pm, Sun 9 .30am–5.30pm (AEST)

Copyright © 2011 Dell Inc. All rights reserved.  
^Dell’s Coupon Terms and Conditions apply and available at www.dell.com.au/aant

as a aant Member  
you can enjoy up to  
15%^ off selected  
Dell products.

Shop now

Selected Dell products are 
available with 2nd Generation 
intel® Core™ processors.

dell.com.au/aant or 1300 763 355

73991_au_con_q3w5_mag_aant_010911_dtp1.indd   1 8/4/2011   3:42:18 PM

Choose from our 
magnificent range 

of 
over 100 products.
There’s something 

to suit every 
occasion 

and every budget

To order go to 
www.petals.com.au/aant 

or phone 1800 PETALS
and quote AANT

Petals sends flowers and gifts throughout
Australia and to over 90 countries!

OPSM0483 1011 92x124

Take 20%* off frames, lenses, sunglasses,  
contact lenses and accessories at OPSM. 
For your nearest store and to arrange an eye 
test, call 13 20 20 or visit opsm.com.au.

AANT 
MeMber 
offer
SAve 20%*

*Save up to a maximum of $80 per product. Offer excludes eye tests, Chanel and Tiffany & Co. RAC 
Membership Card must be presented at time of purchase or order. Cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other offer, voucher, discount or benefit from any source other than a rebate from a health 
fund. Offer ends 31/01/12.

OPSM0483 181855 1011 AANT Quater Page 92x124.indd   1 21/10/11   12:36 PM
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terms AND CONDitiONs
To obtain the benefits under the AANT Show Your Card & Save program, members must show their membership 
card in a participating retail outlet, or quote their member number if transacting via phone or internet, at the 
point of payment to the relevant benefit provider for goods or services provided. It is the responsibility of the 
member to ask for the Show Your Card & Save benefit at the point of payment. The AANT gives no warranty 
in relation to any goods, services or information provided by Retail Partners participating in the program. 
Participation in the AANT Show Your Card & Save program is subject to the full Terms and Conditions of the 
program, which can be obtained from the AANT Darwin branch, 79–81 Smith Street, Darwin, NT 0800. Any 
offers extended under the p-rogram are subject to availability and subject to the Terms and Conditions imposed 
by Show Your Card & Save Partners and will not be redeemable for cash or kind. Any benefits provided to 
the member cannot be transferred, assigned, sold or otherwise retained. For AANT Show Your Card & Save 
inquiries, phone 08 8925 5901 or visit www.aant.com.au



2010–11 
Members' report

2010–11 members’report

MeMBersHIP

During the last financial year, membership grew by 6.6 per cent 
to 19,632 members, with over 62 per cent of these opting for 
either the Plus or Premium product. 

FINANCIAL

This financial year AANT had a trading surplus of $600,000, an 
increase of $155,000 over last year’s result ($445,000), with a 
trading profit (net of $209,000 investment return) of $391,000. 

The Council has maintained its conservative approach to 
investing, with its reserves on deposit with the NAB, TIO and 
the Australian Central Credit Union.

roAD servICe

AANT contractors delivered a total of 18,802 road service call-
outs for the year (378 fewer than last year). Of these, 63 per 
cent were directly for our members, while 23 per cent were to 
members of interstate constituent clubs, and 11 per cent to 
other commercial clients. 

Direct payments to our contractors for these services totalled 
$1.35 million.

CoMMerCIAL ACTIvITIes

The Affinity Agreement with the Territory Insurance Office 
benefits our members with a discount on their insurance 
premiums. With the Affinity Agreement now fully incorporated 
into our business plan, the commissions on these premiums 
decreased to $64,000, in line with expectations.

Commissions on battery sales remained steady at $21,500 
($22,000 in 2009–10) for the year. 

The income generated from our suite of tourism products, 
which includes commissions from Thrifty, Great Southern Rail, 
theme park and attraction tickets and international driving 
permits grew by 30 per cent to $144,000 for the year. 
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PuBLIC PoLICy MATTers

AANT was active in its advocacy this year with several 
submissions to both the NT and federal governments. In 
addition, a number of media releases were disseminated and 
radio interviews conducted. The Council regards this as one of 
our priority areas and utilises the expertise of RAA and AAA to 
provide technical and back-up support in this area. 

AANT also had representation on the local Black Spot 
Consultative Panel, the local National Motor Vehicle Theft 
Reduction Council, the NT Technical Advisory Committee, 
Drivesafe NT, the NT Level Crossing Safety Committee, 
the Road Rules Maintenance Group and the Road Safety 
Consultative Committee.

AusTrALIAN AuToMoBILe AssoCIATIoN

During the year I represented AANT on the AAA Board, 
attending various meetings in Melbourne and Sydney, as well 
as the Conference in the company of Graeme Buckley. I also 
represented AANT at the Australia’s Best Car Awards Ceremony 
and met with the President of the Fédération Internationale de 
l’Automobile jean Todt at the launch of the Decade of Action 
on Road Safety.

goverNANCe

There were two changes in the Council membership this year. 
Helen Galton and Barry Thomas retired and were replaced by 
Sharon Winks and Mark Rowberry. In August 2011 john Mitchell 
took up the position of General Manager NT Rugby League 
and subsequently retired from the Council. His place was filled 
by Suzanne Morgan.

By rotation, the three retiring Councillors, Sharon Winks, 
Suzanne Morgan and I, have offered ourselves for re-election. 
On behalf of the members, I extend thanks to all Councillors 
for their considerable contribution to the Association, which is 
purely voluntary. 

Robert Bradley
AANT PresIDeNT

sTAFF

Edon Bell and his cohesive and productive team continued their 
fine work. 

I take this opportunity to thank Edon and his team for their 
efforts and the high standard of member services provided 
throughout the year. 

IN CLosINg

With an excellent management team in place, the continued 
support of our affiliated interstate clubs, and conservative 
investment strategies, we are in a robust position with 
membership, member services and income increasing, while 
expenses have been controlled. 

With the new website now ‘online’ and the major organisational 
changes of the last two years bedded down, we look forward to 
another successful year for the benefit of our members.

2010–11 members’report

2010–11 
Members' report
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The following is an extract from the Annual Financial Report of the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Incorporated 
for the year ended 30 june 2011. Please note that the full financial report is available online at www.aant.com.au

CouNCIL’s rePorT

Your Council Members submit the financial statements of the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Incorporated for the 
financial year ended 30 june 2011.

PrINCIPAL ACTIvITIes

The principal activity of the Association during the financial year was the provision of roadside assistance services and other motoring 
and touring-related services to members of the Association. There is no change in the principal activity since last financial year.

oPerATINg resuLT

The surplus for the year was $600,705 (2010: $455,186).

CoMMITTee’s sTATeMeNT

In our opinion:

(a)  the accompanying Statement of Comprehensive Income presents fairly the performance of the Association for the year ended 
30 june 2011; and

(b) the accompanying Balance Sheet presents fairly the financial position of the Association as at 30 june 2011; and

(c)  the accounts of the Association have been properly prepared and are in accordance with the books of account of the 
Association; and

(d) there are reasonable grounds to believe that the Association will be able to pay its debts as and when they fall due.

Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Council Members.

Edon Bell Robert Bradley

Manager  President

Date: 27 September 2011

Darwin

AANT Financials
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opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s internal controls. 
An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of 
accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting 
estimates made by the committee, as well as evaluating the 
overall presentation of the financial report.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is 
sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our audit 
opinion.

INDePeNDeNCe
In conducting our audit we have complied with the 
independence requirements of the Australian professional 
accounting bodies. In addition to our audit of the financial 
report, we were engaged to undertake non-audit services 
disclosed in the notes to the financial statements. The provision 
of these services has not impaired our independence.

AuDITor’s oPINIoN
In our opinion the financial report presents fairly, in all material 
respects, the financial position of the Automotive Association of 
the Northern Territory Incorporated as of 30 june 2011, and its 
financial performance and cash flows for the year then ended, 
in accordance with Australia Accounting Standards and the 
Northern Territory of Australia Associations Act. 

Aminul Islam

Director Merit Partners

Date: 28 September 2011

Darwin

INDePeNDeNT AuDITor’s rePorT To THe MeMBers 
oF THe AuToMoBILe AssoCIATIoN oF THe NorTHerN 
TerrITory INCorPorATeD

We have audited the accompanying financial report of the 
Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Incorporated, 
which comprises the balance sheet as at 30 june 2011, and 
the income statement, statement of changes in equity and 
statement of cash flows for the year ended on that date, a 
summary of significant accounting policies, other explanatory 
notes and the committee’s declaration.

THe CoMMITTee’s resPoNsIBILITy For THe  
FINANCIAL rePorT

The Association’s committee is responsible for the preparation 
and fair presentation of the financial report in accordance with 
Australian Accounting Standards and the Northern Territory of 
Australia Associations Act and for such internal controls as the 
committee determine are necessary to enable the preparation 
of the financial report that is free from material misstatement, 
whether due to fraud or error.

AuDITor’s resPoNsIBILITy

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the financial 
report based on our audit. We conducted our audit in 
accordance with Australian Auditing Standards. Those 
standards require that we comply with relevant ethical 
requirements relating to audit engagements and plan and 
perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the 
financial report is free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit 
evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the financial 
report. The procedures selected depend on our judgment, 
including the assessment of the risks of material misstatement 
of the financial report, whether due to fraud or error. In making 
those risk assessments, we consider internal control relevant 
to the entity’s preparation and fair presentation of the financial 
report in order to design audit procedures that are appropriate 
in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an 

AANT Financials
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Income Statement for the year ended 30 June 2011
2011 2010

$ $

Revenue 3,633,323 3,380,717

Depreciation expense – (2,486) 

Member services expenses (1,907,667) (2,040,130)

Administration fees (351,000) (147,100)

Employee benefits (444,184) (424,996) 

Other expenses (311,346) (310,580)

Auditor’s remuneration (18,421) (10,239)

Profit before income tax 600,705 445,186

Income tax expense – –

Profit from operations 600,705 445,186

Balance sheet as at 30 June 2011
2011 2010

$ $

Assets
Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents 982,639 1,560,756

Trade and other receivables 187,853 259,935

Investments 2,912,569 1,735,011

Inventories 27,218 24,158

Total current assets 4,110,278 3,579,860

Non-current assets
Plant and equipment

 

–

 

–

Total non-current assets – 2,486

Total assets 4,110,278 3,579,860

Liabilities
Current liabilities

 

Subscriptions and income in advance 1,218,652 1,190,217

Trade and other payables 679,441 775,175

Petty cash advance 27,985 29,996

Total current liabilities 1,926,078 1,995,388

Non current liabilities
Employee provisions 6,836 7,812

Total non-current liabilities 6,836 7,812

Total liabilities 1,932,914 2,003,200

Net assets 2,177,365 1,576,660

Equity
Retained earnings 2,177,365 1,576,660

Total equity 2,177,365 1,576,660
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Statement of changes in equity for the year ended 30 June 2011
Retained
Earnings

Reserves Total

     $ $ $

Balance at 30 June 2009 1,131,474 0 1,131,474

Profit attributable to members 445,186 0 445,186

Balance at 30 June 2010 1,576,660 0 1,576,660

Profit attributable to members 600,705 0 600,705

Balance at 30 June 2011 2,177,365 0 2,177,365

Cash flow statement for the year ended 30 June 2011
    2011 2010

     $ $

Cash flows from operating activities

Receipts from members and customers 3,364,818 2,959,490

Payments to suppliers and employees (3,105,964) (2,652,911)

Interest received 202,503 86,026

Commissions received 138,084 176,797

Net cash flows from operating activities 599,441 569,402

 

Cash flows from investing activities

Term deposit investment (1,177,558) (569,605)

Net cash flows used in investing activities (1,177,558) (569,605)

Net increase/(decrease) in cash and cash equivalents (578,117) (203)

Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of financial year 1,560,756 1,560,959

Cash and cash equivalents at end of financial year 982,639 1,560,756

2010–11 members’report
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Conditions: The competition commences 5 December and closes on 20 January 2012. Prize value is in Australian dollars. Total prize pool is valued at $5689. Entry is open to Northern Territory residents only who are members of AANT 
and who hold a valid unrestricted drivers licence at the time of entry. The prize will be drawn on Tuesday 31 January 2012. The winners will be notified by mail, email or phone by 5 April 2012. The winner will be published in the March 
2012 issue of ntmotor, published 13 March 2012. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc, 79−81 Smith Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 
529. For full terms and conditions, visit www.thrifty.com.au or www.aant.com.au

Since Thrifty was named the exclusive car rental partner for 
AANT in October 2010, auto club members across Australia have 
enjoyed over $1.4 million in savings through discounted rental 
rates, free rental days, free vehicle upgrades on weekends and 
free baby seats or boosters. 

Thrifty Car Rental CEO Bryn McGoldrick says, thanks to the 
partnership between Thrifty and AANT, hundreds of members 
have taken advantage of the exclusive offers available to them. 

‘In the year ahead we encourage more members to see what all 
the fuss is about and benefit from our great rates and exceptional 
member service,’ he says. 

To celebrate the first year of the partnership with AANT,  
Thrifty is giving away an iPad 2 and five free seven-day rentals to 
AANT Members. 

To enter, simply rent a Thrifty car before 20 january 2012 and 
you’ll automatically go in the draw!

With over 244 locations across Australia and New Zealand,  
AANT Members can access their exclusive benefits with Thrifty  
Car Rental wherever they choose to travel.

To book, head to the AANT Office at 79–81 Smith Street,  
Darwin, phone 1300 367 227 or visit www.aant.com.au/thrifty 
and mention you’re an AANT Member. 

Anniversary giveaway
FAsT FIgures 
New figures released by Thrifty show that in the last year:

  AANT Members escaped for an average of 5.8 days in  
their Thrifty rental car.

  43 per cent of members hired a Thrifty car for visiting friends  
or relatives. 

  29 per cent of members travelled with a partner or spouse.

  Members most often rented a Thrifty vehicle from  
Brisbane Airport.

Images: © iStockphoto.

Win an  iPad 2 or one of five free  
seven-day rentals
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travel

Finally the big day had arrived. After taking 
the ‘less is more’ approach to packing – no 
son, seven teddy bears and your soccer ball 
won’t fit in your suitcase – we headed to 
the airport.

Landing in Brisbane, Dad sorted out the 
hire car with the harried but friendly car hire 
crew, while I tackled the dreaded baggage 
carousel … is it just me or do the bags 
speed up on approach?

But as we drove up the highway past the 
towering Tamborine range, Mum, Dad and 
the kids let go of any lingering tension.

Theme Parks 
WhiteWater World was first on the list. We 
hired a locker for the paraphernalia that 
accompanies a family on a water excursion 
and headed off in a mixture of giddy 

excitement (Dad and the little ones) and 
intense trepidation (me) to experience all 
the park had to offer.

With names like The Little Rippers and 
The Temple of Huey, we learnt the hard way 
not to invest too much trust in the name 
of the ride and read the description of the 
ride instead … did I forget to mention I’m 
terrified of heights?

Dreamworld was next on the agenda. 
From tigers to koalas, extreme rides to 
live shows, there’s plenty to see and do 
here for all ages. If you’re in the mood for 
adventure, pluck up the courage to ride the 
BuzzSaw – the tallest ride in the Southern 
Hemisphere. If you’d prefer to remain 
closer to the ground, rides like Shockwave 
are suitable for the whole family. Look 
out also in the coming months for some 

familiar faces about the park: DreamWorks 
Animations characters like Shrek, Puss and 
Boots, Po from Kung Fu Panda and Alex 
the Lion from Madagascar will soon call 
Dreamworld home.

Check the park websites before you 
go to find out which rides are closed for 
maintenance during the year. It’s also a 
good idea to check the weather forecast – 
if it’s raining, windy or below 25 degrees it 
can feel chilly.

Whale watching
After waking to another beautiful day, we 
set off for whale watching. As we cruised 
along the coast towards the Australian 
Whale Sanctuary, we thanked the crew for 
recommending the sea sickness pills as  
we were buffeted from wave to wave. 

Beaut beaches, suntanned bodies, and an eclectic mix of people  
– from families to leather-skinned retirees – Queensland really is  
the perfect place for a family holiday. 

Story: Charisse Thompson

Worlds of fun
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However, the water soon calmed and 
silence descended the boat as we eagerly 
scanned the horizon for whales.

This stretch of ocean is known as the 
‘Humpback Whale Highway’ and all 
50 people on our cruise screamed in 
delight as we spotted our first whale. 
The crew encouraged us to keep the 
noise up as Humpbacks have excellent 
hearing and sight and will stay above the 
water, curious at our presence. It’s hard 
to describe the feeling watching these 
giants of the deep performing. I found 
myself screaming in delight one minute 
and then silently gazing at their beauty 
the next. 

Whales traverse the waters off the 
coast between May and November and 
if cruising’s not your thing, you can head 
to Burleigh and catch pods of whales 
migrating along the shore. You won’t 
be as close but you will get a glimpse 
of these majestic creatures, if not an 
appreciation of their stature.

Tamborine Mountain
Less than an hour's drive from the Gold 
Coast lies beautiful Tamborine Mountain. 
Here, the Tamborine Rainforest Skywalk 
offers ground-level and elevated walks 
through lush rainforest and along  
Cedar Creek. 

The trail begins along the canopy 
walk, leaving you slightly lightheaded 
as your eyes alternate between looking 
down at the lower canopy through the 
metal railings and up at the towering 
rainforest above. We walked in silence 
as the stillness of the forest and sound of 
trickling water enveloped us in calmness. 

Moreton Island
While having to rise early is normally 
fraught with tantrums and scowling faces, 
the early start for our day trip to Moreton 
Island was met with much excitement. 

The 75-minute catamaran journey to 
the island from Holt Street Wharf near 
Brisbane was spent planning the itinerary 
for the day so we could cram in as much 
as possible before our 7pm departure. 

After a 4WD safari through sand and 
rainforests we arrived at a clearing devoid 
of all vegetation. Some freak of nature 
wiped out all the flora from this section of 
the island, leaving a bizarre sandy oasis 
in the middle of the rainforest, along with 
the best sand dunes for tobogganing I’ve 
ever seen.

We were given a lesson in the art of 
tobogganing and the bravest set off 
to climb the huge dunes. My legs felt 
like they were about to fall off before 

I reached half way up the hill and the 
butterflies were performing a merry 
dance in my tummy by the time I reached 
the top and looked down. At this point 
I’ll issue a piece of advice … there’s no 
place for sunscreen and lip gloss in the 
world of sand tobogganing. As I was 
pushed over the edge on my board I 
could do nothing to stop the flurry of 
sand as it attached itself like bees to 
honey on my face. 

Moreton Island is also home to the 
Tangalooma Marine Education and 
Conservation Centre. Here, a pod of 
wild dolphins have been coming to feed 
each night for many years. They’re only 
supplied with a small proportion of their 
daily food requirements to encourage 
them to continue hunting their own food.

Around 6pm we were greeted with 
the sight of dolphins barely two metres 
offshore. These placid creatures take the 
fish gently from our hands and we marvel 
at the feel of them brushing against  
our legs. 

LEFT TO RIGHT: Humpback Whale watching; 
4WD Safari, Moreton Island; Picnic at Cedar 
Creek Vineyard, Mount Tamborine; Dolphin 
feeding, Tangalooma Wild Dolphin Resort.

© Tourism Queensland

Home time
I loved every minute of our time here – 
beaut beaches, suntanned bodies, eclectic 
mix of people – from families to leather 
skinned retirees. 

We’ve already started talking about our 
next visit – enrolling in one of the many 
learn to surf schools along the coast, 
building the courage to go on the new 
BuzzSaw ride at Dreamworld and perhaps 
staying at Burleigh with its more relaxed 
vibe. Whenever that is, I know we’ll have a 
great time. Queensland’s a beaut place for 
a family holiday.

AANT offers great ticketing  
options for a wide range of theme 
parks and Gold Coast attractions,  
as well as member-only deals for 
accommodation and transport.  
For more information or to book, 
phone AANT Travel on 8925 5901, 
drop in to 79–81 Smith Street, Darwin 
or visit www.aant.com.au/travel
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While South Australia is known for its 
award-winning wines and exquisite food, 
the thriving artist community in McLaren 
Vale really sets this region apart. With its 
peaceful country atmosphere, geological 
formations and spectacular seascapes, 
the area has a magnetic attraction for 
artists and craftspeople. Indeed, the 
world’s richest landscape art competition, 
the Fleurieu Art Prize, is inspired by 
the natural beauty and rich scenery of 
McLaren Vale. 

Shiraz Trail
A fun way to experience the region’s 
wineries is by cycling the Shiraz Trail – 
eight kilometres of sealed paths between 
McLaren Vale and Willunga that wind past 
vineyards, olive groves and gum trees. 

Best known for their voluptuous shiraz 
offering flavours of juicy plum, spice and 
liquorice, most of McLaren Vale’s wineries 
are boutique family-owned businesses. 
Best of all, they’re quick to recognise the 
region’s artistic talent and exhibit works at 
their cellar doors. 

Entwined  
with art
Art and wine go hand in hand in South Australia’s 
boutique wine region of McLaren Vale.

Story: Christina Pfeiffer

Paxton Wines, for example, supports 
a raft of local artists who display their 
watercolours and screen paintings on the 
walls at the cellar door. The huge stone 
barn setting is the perfect backdrop to  
view the pieces and experience a taste of 
the region. 

Another must-see is Magpie Springs, 
where the cellar door is also the working 
studio of prestigious Heysen Prize finalist  
Roe Gartelmann, who draws inspiration 
from the rolling hills, cliffs and vineyards of 
McLaren Vale.

 Every two years when the Fleurieu Art 
Prize rolls around, many of the region’s 
wineries also play host to the works of 
some of the entrants.

Art Trail
McLaren Vale is dotted with galleries  
and artists’ studios. You can pick up a  
map of the Fleurieu Peninsula Art Trail  
from the McLaren Vale and Fleurieu Visitor 
Centre and venture on a tour of the  
region’s culture, galleries, artists and  
art-inspired events. 

ABOVE CLOCKWISE: McLaren Vale vineyards in 
autumn; Paxton cellar door; Artworks of Nikolas 
De Masi; Magpie Springs Gallery.

Images © Red Poles, iStockphoto, 

Photography by Patrycja Whipp. 

Another great way of uncovering the 
magic of the region is by enrolling in an 
art class with one of the local artists. Red 
Poles offers workshops covering a range 
of art mediums. Classes are conducted in 
the garden or in the upstairs art gallery, 
both of which offer stunning views of the 
surrounding vineyards. This is an excellent 
way to learn life drawing, painting with 
watercolours, printmaking or mosaics, 
in a peaceful and inspirational setting of 
bushland, vines, manicured lawns and trees. 

The venue also doubles as a bed  
and breakfast, and boasts its own art  
gallery with a new exhibition every six 
weeks, as well as a licensed cafe that sells 
local jewellery and crafts. Live music every 
Sunday afternoon completes the  
creative venue. 

AANT offers members exclusive 
discounts on travel to SA aboard  
The Ghan. For bookings and enquiries 
phone 8925 5901, drop into  
79–81 Smith Street Darwin,  
or visit www.aant.com.au/gsr

30  dec 2011



PLUS try our most popular products for $2 each!
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Used when a call out for a new 
product or service is needed

$2
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CELEBRATE AND SAVE TODAY AT:

Hurry! Offer expires 31 December 2011

www.vistaprint.com.au/NToffer

Printed &
Delivered 
in 3 Days*

Lowest
Price
Guarantee

2 million
Australian
Orders

100%
Satisfaction
Guarantee

100% satisfaction guaranteed. Restrictions apply. Postage and processing, product upgrades and photo/logo uploads not included unless otherwise specifi ed. Not valid on previous purchases. 
*3-Day Delivery available as option on selected products only. See website for details.

We        VistaPrint 2
MILLIONORDERSCelebrate our 2millionth Australian order with this very special offer:

Gel.CMYK.Pink
Main gel used for generic 
campaigns

Gel.CMYK.Blue
Secondary gel used only when the 
pink gel does not work visually 
(Ex: On a pink background)

Gel.CMYK.New
Used when a call out for a new 
product or service is needed

$2

250 Premium
Business Cards

Card 
Holder

Order
Now!

$2+ =

250 start at $37.49 
NOW $2
• Choose from over 4,000 designs 

or upload your own
• High-quality, full-color printing 

on your choice of stock
• Fully customisable with your logo, 

photo and text
• Also great for Personal Contact Cards, 

Mummy Cards, Dating Cards, 
Registry Cards and more...

• Printed in Australia



*Offers valid for completed rentals before 30 September 2012, are subject to availability and may vary throughout the year. Rent for a minimum of 6 consecutive days and get 1 day free. Minimum 7 
consecutive rental days. Maximum one free day per rental period. Rent for a minimum of 10 consecutive days and get 2 days free. Minimum 12 consecutive rental days. Maximum two free days per 
rental period. Free days includes daily T & K charge, GST, Admin Fee, Vehicle Recovery Fee and unlimited kms at metro locations, 200kms free per day at country locations and 100kms free per day 
at remote locations. Excess charges such as Credit Card Surcharges, Airport Premium Location Surcharge (if applicable) and optional liability coverage may apply. Only one free baby seat per rental 
period. Must quote AANT Membership number at the time of booking. Must present valid AANT Membership card at time of vehicle collection. Drivers must meet the standard age, driver’s license and 
credit requirements of Thrifty. All rentals are subject to the terms and conditions of the rental agreement. For full terms and conditions aant.com.au/travel or speak to a consultant. TCR15070/SYN

Exclusive to

AANT Members

aant.com.au

08 8925 5901

Visit your local AANT Darwin offi ce

Simply quote the promotion codes 
above when you book.


