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Stuck for gift ideas this Christmas? Want to steer clear of the customary 
socks and underwear offering? AANT membership could just be  
the answer.

the perfect
present

Are you an AANT member who does not get a personal 

copy of ntmotor but would like one?  To get back on our 

regular mailing list, complete the form below and send 

it to: ntmotor editor, GPO Box 2584, Darwin, NT 0801.

Name ......................................................................

AANT membership number .................................

Address .......................................................................

Email...............................................................

State/Territory ......................  Postcode ...............  

Phone ......................................................................welcome back?

A truly unique gift idea, AANT 
membership will provide the 
recipient with peace of mind on the 
road, all year round, whether it’s a 

flat battery, punctured tyre or they’ve 
simply locked the keys in the car. 
Plus, you will be able to seek comfort 
knowing that your loved one is only 

a phone call away from being rescued 
should disaster strike.

Apart from giving the gift of  
24-hour peace of mind on the road, an 

AANT membership also entitles 
the holder to exclusive 
discounts on theme park 
tickets and numerous other 
holiday attractions around 
the country. They’ll also 

receive savings on an extensive 
range of books, maps and travel 

guides, as well as a number of 
other benefits. The best bit though, 

is that it's a gift that lasts 
an entire year, 
even after the 
wrapping is 
torn off.

Need more incentive? Anyone 
who joins the AANT, upgrades their 
membership or purchases a gift 
membership up until Christmas Eve will 
be rewarded with an extra gift of their 
own – a free Gregory’s Road Atlas of 
Australia, valued at $26.95*. Boasting 
over 170 maps, touring information, 
distance charts, a national parks listing 
and plenty of pictures, the atlas is a 
fantastic companion for those travelling 
locally or interstate. If you’re planning 
on hitting the road over the Christmas 
break, it’s the ideal present for yourself 
and all yours when signing someone up 

to AANT membership.

So, if AANT membership will solve 
all your Christmas present dilemmas 
call 8925 5901, drop in to the AANT 
office at 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin 
or log on to www.aant.com.au to 
purchase your gift membership today 
and receive a free Gregory’s Road 
Atlas of Australia – hurry, stocks  
are limited.

*Promotion runs until 24 December 2009 or while 
stocks last. Offer does not apply when joining on 
the road.
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BY JOANNA PITTAS
MANAGING EDITOR

welcome

When it comes to buying a car, 

for many, the process can be 

overwhelming. This is why the 

Australia’s Best Cars awards – now 

in its tenth year – has become the 

country’s leading, independent car 

awards program. 

Judged by technical experts from six 

of Australia’s motoring clubs, more 

than 280 cars are put through their 

paces to determine the winners across 

12 categories. Value for money, design 

and function, as well as performance 

on the road are all put to the test, to 

provide consumers with a genuine 

and trusted source of advice in making 

that important purchase decision. 

Announced in early December, our 

winners’ reviews starting on page 12, 

provide an overview of this year’s  

top performers, with full  

details available online at  

www.australiasbestcars.com.au 

If you’re after a great stocking filler, 

the Australia’s Best Cars magazine is 

also on sale from 3 December 2009, 

featuring reviews on all 280 cars 

tested. Best of all, it’s available from 

the AANT office or online at  

www.aant.com.au for the exclusive 

member price of $7.95 (RRP $9.95).

With the year drawing to a close, for 

many it’s a time for reflection, and 

our Members’ Report starting on 

page 20 covers off some of the many 

achievements for the AANT business 

over the past financial year.

As we head towards the holiday 

season, it’s also a timely reminder to 

those heading off on well deserved 

summer breaks to stay safe behind 

the wheel. Plan ahead, drive to suit 

the road conditions, be sure to take 

regular rest stops and if you plan  

to drink, don’t drive. Importantly,  

enjoy the time with your  

family and friends.

inbrief

2010 AUSTRALIA’S  
BEST CARS MAGAzINE
The 2010 edition of the Australia’s Best Cars magazine has 
hit the shelves and AANT members can pick up the 148-
page, high-quality magazine from the AANT office for the 
exclusive member price of $7.95 (RRP $9.95).

If you’re in the market for a new set of wheels, this magazine is 
a must, reviewing more than 280 vehicles across the 12 categories. It is one of 
Australia’s most authoritative, consumer-driven guides to purchasing a new car.

For an overview of this year’s 12 category award winners, see pages 12-15.

4 ntmotor dec 2009

competition winners
Congratulations to the following winners from ntmotor September 2009:

HQ Monaro model – Kerrie Cooper, Bakewell.

She’s a Beauty book – Colin Creaser, Katherine; Antal Keresztes, Stuart Park; Patricia 
Thatcher, Parap; Douglas Austin, Casuarina and Christine Simpson, Alice Springs.

2009 ANNuAL GENERAL MEETING
The Association’s 46th Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held on Tuesday 20 October 2009 
at the Holiday Inn, 122 The Esplanade, Darwin.

The minutes of the 2008 AGM were confirmed and the Association’s Annual Report and 
Accounts for the year ended 30 June 2009 were accepted. The Association’s President, Robert 
Bradley, read the President’s Report outlining operational highlights over the past 12 months 
and some of the future challenges.

The Chairman announced the retirement of the three longest-serving councillors, who then 
nominated for re-election. As no other nominations were received, the following retiring 
nominees were re-elected unopposed: 

  Daryl Manzie

  Mark Sweet

  Barry Thomas

In addition, a vote was conducted which included the counting of previously received proxy 
votes. The business item that was on the agenda relating to the amendment of the Rules of 
the Association was passed.

BY ROBERT BRADLEY
AANT PRESIDENT

One of the realities about driving, like 
every other facet of life, is that we all 
make mistakes. However, it’s the AANT’s 
position that these mistakes should not 
cost you your life, which is why we lobby 
for safer drivers in safer cars on  
safer roads. 

The use of seat belts are fundamental to 
being a safe driver, but it is increasingly 
of concern the number of Territorians 
neglecting to fasten their seat belt when 
getting into a car. Remember, without a 
seat belt even low speed accidents can 
easily become fatalities.

At the urging of Australia’s auto 
clubs and consumers, most vehicle 
manufacturers have begun to improve 
their safety standards with many 
passenger and commercial vehicles 
now achieving the stringent four and 
five-star ANCAP safety rating. When it 
comes to safer cars, this is great news 
for motorists.

However, AANT members should 
be aware that several of the vehicles 
new to the Australian market, despite 
complying with Australian Standards, 
have either rated alarmingly low in crash 
testing or not been rated at all. When 
in the new car market, price is often an 
important consideration, but so needs 
to be the inherent safety of the vehicle.

With the holiday and, for the Top End, 
the wet season rapidly approaching, 
it is timely to consider the state of 
our roads. I acknowledge that there 
has been feverish roadworks around 
the Darwin and Palmerston area, 
including the much needed extension 
and improvements to the cycle path 
network. However, the contract to fix 
the ‘temporary’ repairs to the Barkly 
Highway has just been let with work due 
to be completed by the end of the year 
– too bad the wet  
season will soon be  
upon us. Now all  
we need is major  
road infrastructure  
in the dry season  
to achieve  
safer roads.

insight

Responding to demand from rural customers, in 1972 Ford Australia created an XY 
Falcon ute variant with heavy duty 4WD capabilities. This rugged ute deserved far 
greater success, but at the time it was light years ahead of the 4WD craze and only 432 
vehicles were ever produced.

For your chance to win this authentic 1:43 scale replica in Ford’s 
hottest colour – Vermillion Fire – write your name, address and 
AANT membership number on the back of – or inside – an 
envelope and post it to:

ntmotor Ford XY Falcon 4WD competition
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801
 

Conditions: The competition commences 30 November 2009 and closes with the last mail 5 February 2010. Prize value is in Australian dollars. Total prize pool valued at 
$39.95. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at the AANT, 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin at 2pm Tuesday 9 February 
2010. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the March issue of ntmotor published on 1 March 2010. The 
promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc, 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529. Prize cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash.

 
A FORD XY FALCON 4WDwin

GHAN GLEE FOR COMPETITION WINNER 
As featured in last edition of ntmotor, throughout September the AANT and Great 
Southern Rail were giving Territorians the opportunity to win a Gold Service getaway 
aboard The Ghan, just by listening to 104.1 Territory FM.

Hundreds entered but it was Darwin resident, Noel Tomes (pictured below), who won 
himself an early Christmas present. Having never experienced the famous Australian 
train journey before, Noel was inspired by his mother to enter the competition, as she 
had just returned from a relaxing Ghan getaway.

Already planning a trip to South Australia over the New Year, Noel will now embark 
on an unforgettable return journey for two travelling from Darwin to Adelaide aboard 
The Ghan. He will also spend two nights in luxury five-star accommodation at the 
Rendezvous Allegra Hotel, located in the heart of Adelaide city. 

understandably, Noel is ecstatic about his impending trip.

www.aant.com.au 5 

ACCC MEET  
AND GREET
In October, AANT Operations 
Manager, Edon Bell, met with 
ACCC Petrol Commissioner, Joe 
Dimasi, discussing fuel related issues 
currently facing AANT members.

For the AANT this was the first step 
towards developing a stronger voice 
in the fuel sphere, advocating for 
the best interests of motorists in the 
Northern Territory. Now taking steps 
to improve data collection relating 
to fuel prices, the AANT aims to be 
in a position to better encourage 
competition across the fuel industry 
in the future.
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FOR
YOU.FREE UPGRADE

*‘Save up to $959’ price is based on the $660 saving made between the standard adult Gold Service fare and the standard adult Red Sleeper fares per Person on The Ghan, for travel between Adelaide and Darwin plus †($299 MOTORAIL special offer at no charge to 
Association members only). Free upgrade to Gold Service offer, available in conjunction with accommodation and touring combinations subject to availability. Purchase 2 nights minimum accommodation and 1 day touring (or equivalent) with the rail fare component 
based on the Red Sleeper Service fare and receive a Gold Service upgrade. Fares based on twin share per person with single supplements applicable on package product. Offer available for bookings from 1 November 2009 to 28 February 2010 for travel from 
1 November 2009 to 31 March 2010. All fares include fuel price surcharge, and will be subject to availability at the time of booking. Through fares or stopover fares do not apply. To receive concessional fares Great Southern Rail is required to confirm your eligibility for the 
concession electronically with Centrelink. If you do not want this to happen you will need to contact Centrelink to obtain a Pension Concession Letter as proof of your eligibility for the concession and provide this directly to Great Southern Rail before the concession can 
be given. Offer not available in conjunction with the Great Southern Rail Seniors Concession Travel Card or any other offer. All fares and timetables are subject to change without notice. Conditions apply. Travel Agent License No.TTA164190. GSR14491/AANT/einstein 

Discover South Australia’s brilliant blend on the legendary The Ghan, 
the mighty Indian Pacific or The Overland and receive a FREE UPGRADE.

As all three great train journeys travel through, commence or end their journey 
in Adelaide, all you need to do is book your Red Sleeper Service train journey 
with accommodation plus touring package – and a free upgrade is yours!

 
and receive a FREE UPGRADE

 
a FREE UPGRADE

Book now - call 8925 5901
www.aant.com.au ~ 79-81 Smith St, Darwin

A FREE HOLIDAY FOR YOUR CAR.
†

you book you’ll be eligible for FREE 
Motorail transport for your car. 

your own car when you arrive without 
having to spend a cent to get it there!

† MEMBER EXCLUSIVE FREE MOTORAIL OFFER

technical

Is hydrogen technology the next big 

thing? Will we all be driving electric 

cars? Or can we expect more of  

the same? 

The answer is all of the above, in 

varying degrees, and at different times. 

But for the next few decades at least, it 

will be liquid hydrocarbon-based fuels, 

such as petrol, LPG and diesel that will 

continue to top up our tanks. These 

liquid fuels pack a lot of energy into a 

small volume supporting the range of 

motoring and comfort features that we 

have become accustomed to – meaning 

they’ll be sticking around for a while yet.

However, with fuel consumption 

taking a higher position on political 

agendas, vehicle manufacturers are 

not standing still in developing fuel 

efficiency technologies. Currently, the 

uSA and Europe are using vehicle 

emission standards to drive down fuel 

consumption. With the majority of our 

vehicles imported, this will hopefully 

trickle into the Australian market. The 

result: a new generation of cars using a 

variety of technologies.  

f u e l l i n g d e b a t e

As carbon 
emissions and their 
environmental impact 
continue to dominate 
conversation, fuel 
consumption is 
becoming a hot 
topic. This edition, 
ntmotor looks at 
what technologies 
or alternatives are 
on the horizon to 
help reduce fuel 
consumption.

THE ELECTRIC CAR

Today’s conservative car buyer wants 
their new car to perform as their old car 
did – but even better. So in order for 
electric cars to become mainstream, 
they need to offer similar features and 
functions to liquid fuelled cars. While 
lithium-ion batteries are becoming widely 
used in electric vehicles, the energy 
density offered is considerably lower and 
will need to increase 50-fold for it to run 
a vehicle of the same mass as a liquid 

fuelled car.

THE HYBRID CAR

There are variations of hybrid 
technologies currently on the market. 
Mild hybrids for example, have an 
internal combustion engine that is the 
primary source of power, but also has an 
auxiliary electric engine to assist when 
more power is needed. These mild 
hybrids allow the engine to quickly stop 
and start in traffic, meaning they don’t 

waste energy idling at lights. 

There are also full hybrid vehicles, like 
the Toyota Prius, which have an internal 
combustion engine and an electric 

motor. An internal computer in full hybrids 

determines which technology should 

be used, or both, based on the vehicle’s 

present demands.

COMBINING TECHNOLOGIES 

Increasingly, combustion engines will be 

coupled with hybrid technologies allowing 

greater fuel efficiencies to be achieved 

from full hybrid systems. Such technology 

can recover regenerated energy and store 

it in a battery powering the vehicle later.

Taking advantage of LPG’s high 

octane, Kia has also just launched the 

first dedicated LPG hybrid vehicle, which 

hopefully will come to the local  

market soon.

BIO FUELS

Gradually, liquid fuels will come from 

various sources other than fossil fuels. 

In the future, we will see them blended 

with renewable bio fuels, which will in 

turn prolong fuel consumption. There will 

also be a greater use of bio fuels such as 

ethanol for petrol engines.

Bio diesel, made from algae grown in 

ponds, is also on the horizon for diesel 

engines. The effluent from fish 

farms or other agricultural sources 

supply nutrients to the algae, which 

can then be harvested, dried and 

processed into bio fuel for diesel 

engines.

HYDROGEN FUEL 

Hydrogen is the ultimate fuel 

technology on the horizon, 

meaning that vehicle combustion 

will result in water vapour 

emissions. Although an admirable 

goal, most of the hydrogen we 

currently use comes from fossil fuel, 

therefore, a renewable source of 

hydrogen is required for this goal 

to be met. 

The costs and technical issues 

associated with building a 

hydrogen infrastructure will also 

be problematic. Mercedes Benz, 

which is expecting to put a fuel cell 

vehicle on the market by 2012, is 

currently working on the hydrogen 

infrastructure in Germany, but 

mainstream hydrogen vehicle 

production is still decades away.

In the meantime, until these 

technologies come to the forefront, 

liquid hydrocarbon-based-fuels such 

as petrol, LPG and diesel will continue 

to dominate. 

For more information about fuel 
technologies, or for general motoring 
advice, contact the AANT Technical 
Advisory Service on 1300 661 466. 
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Pictured (from left):The Toyota Prius Plug-In 
hybrid concept car and Peugeot’s electric i-On 
car featured at the  2009 Frankfurt Motor Show. 
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As the festive season looms and 
thousands prepare to get behind the 
wheel and head off to far-flung regions 
for a break, it’s important to keep in 
mind the catastrophic consequences of 
speeding. Speed has a direct correlation 
with the severity of crashes, as the time 
taken for a driver to realise they’re 
about to be involved in a crash and then 
determine a course of action is greatly 
impacted by how fast they’re travelling.

While it may seem harmless to slightly 
creep over the speed limit, by travelling 
just 5km/h over the average 60km/h 
limit in urban areas, and 10km/h faster in 
rural areas, you’re doubling your risk of 
being killed in a crash. This small speed 
increase also causes reaction times to 
be on par with having a blood alcohol 
concentration of .05.

speedtrap

These are dangerous odds but they 

continue to increase the faster you’re 

travelling. For example, speeding 10km/h 

over the 60km/h limit increases your 

chances of being involved in a serious 

crash by four times, while travelling 

20km/h over the limit results in you being 

32 times more likely to be involved in a 

serious accident.

Your speed can also have a serious 

impact on pedestrians. While the 

majority of pedestrians struck by a 

vehicle travelling 40km/h survive, when 

this speed is increased to 60km/h the 

outcome for most pedestrians is fatal.

To combat speeding by drivers, the 

Northern Territory Government is rolling 

out a number of red light speed cameras 

at selected locations in Darwin. In a 

With speeding considered one of the biggest causes of road crashes, 
ntmotor is urging Territorians to watch their foot on the gas pedal these 
Christmas holidays.

planned network of nine cameras, 

there are newly installed lights at the 

Deviney Road and Stuart Highway 

intersection, along Stuart Highway at 

the Ross Smith Avenue, Woolner Road 

and Berrimah Road intersections and 

at the left hand turn on the McMillans 

Road and Bagot Road intersection. Set 

to come into effect in the New Year, 

the remaining four will be situated on 

the Bagot Road and McMillans Road 

intersection, the Trower Road and 

Rapid Creek Road intersection  

and along Stuart Highway at the 

Westralia Street and Berrimah  

Road intersections.

So if you’re taking to the road these 

holidays take care, remain vigilant and 

keep a watch on the speedometer.

roadsafety

While the Northern Territory is yet to adopt nationally 
proposed laws governing the use of child restraints, the fact 
remains that the safest way to transport young children is in the 
rear of the vehicle using child restraints. But for families with 
three children, depending on what vehicle you own, this isn’t 
always an easy feat. 

For those with a vehicle medium to large in size, in most 
cases there is a viable solution using the existing products on 
the market. In addition, child restraint manufacturers are now 
aware of the increasing need to ensure that more than two 
restraints can be accommodated in a standard vehicle and have 
responded by producing slimline designs. In particular, the 
Safe-n-Sound Hi-Liner booster seat is often used where three 
seats are required due to its slimline build.

The AANT acknowledges that some small cars simply cannot 
accommodate three restraints across the back seat, in the same 

three’s a crowd?

So you’ve got three 
children under the age 
of seven. Apart from 
the obvious household 
chaos, you are also 
likely faced with the 
challenge of safely 
restraining all three  
in the family car. 
ntmotor investigates  
your options.

way that these vehicles cannot accommodate three adults in 

the rear seat. In these cases, if parents want the safest option 

for their children they will need to factor in an upgrade to  

a larger vehicle.  

In addition, there are now a wider range of vehicles with 

three or more rows of seats that are able to accommodate 

more passengers. Parents and carers should ensure that 

when purchasing this type of vehicle there are enough 

anchorage points to accommodate the number of  

restraints required.

Having just expanded its child restraint range, the AANT 

can help you solve this dilemma. Plus as an AANT member 

you’ll receive a 10 per cent discount on any purchase made 

at the AANT office located at 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin or 

online at www.aant.com.au 

“Engineered for Excellence,
 Designed for Life”

HOTLINE 08 8947 4771
Opposite Lock

66 Coonawarra Road, Winnellie NT

Australia’s Largest Range of

CANOPIES

H I G H  P R O F I L E  C A N O PYCO M B O  C A N O PY  & T R AY

S M O OT H  S P O R T S  C A N O PY

S M O OT H  S P O R T S  L I D
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In writing this column over the past 

few years, it’s been fascinating to see 

how ‘environmental motoring’ has 

moved into the mainstream. This move 

has taken a big step forward in recent 

months with the rollout of two major new 

developments: one on home soil and 

another in Japan. 

In the past, Australia has had to rely on 

overseas imports for the availability of its 

hybrid electric-petrol cars. Thankfully, that 

will no longer be the case with Toyota 

Australia now starting pilot production of 

its ultra fuel-efficient Hybrid Camry, at the 

company’s Altona plant in Melbourne. 

Full-scale production is due to begin 

in December, with the Hybrid Camry 

set to go on sale in February next year. 

Toyota is planning to produce at least 

10,000 of the vehicles per year for the 

domestic market and 300 per year for 
export to New zealand. This is good 
news for Australian motorists, as with 
more hybrid cars on our roads we will 
hopefully begin to see a reduction 
in the cost of these environmentally 
friendly vehicles. 

Also doing its best to make the 
greener alternative more affordable 
is Nissan. The company has just 
launched the innovative Leaf, all-
electric car, in Japan. As part of its 
global rollout, the Leaf is set to be 
released in Australia in 2012 for under 
$30,000. At a price substantially 
lower than the Prius, this will make 
it Australia’s cheapest mainstream 
electric car. 

Given that most Australians drive 
less than 100 kilometres each day, the 
Leaf’s 160-kilometre range will satisfy 

most people’s needs. The electricity to  
run the car is also cheaper than petrol  
and it can be charged to 80 per cent  
of full capacity in less than 30 minutes, 
allowing it to be driven longer distances 
than previously possible. 

What excites me is that we are slowly but 
surely reaching a ‘tipping point’ with these 
cars. We already have home batteries that 
can be recharged in less than 15 minutes. If 
we could have that kind of recharge time for 
electric cars with a longer range, then the 
petrol car is on the way out.

Helping to bring that day a bit closer, 
BMW has also launched an exciting concept 
hybrid sports car. Reaching 100km/h in 
4.8 seconds, it’s as fast as a Porsche 911. 
However, consuming only 3.8L/100km, it 
uses less fuel than a Prius. This is a green 
car that even Top Gear’s, Jeremy Clarkson 
would like!

New developments in environmental motoring signal exciting  
times ahead for Australian motorists.

motornews

RANGE ROVER RELEASE
Range Rover has found the best of the middle 
ground in the luxury 4WD market that includes 
heavy hitters: BMW X5, Toyota LandCruiser and 
Lexus 470. Available in Sport and Vogue variants, 
the Range Rover models handle as well as the X5 

and are as capable off the road as the Toyota  
or Lexus. 

Fuel consumption ranges from 9.2L/100km for 
the 3.0-litre TDV6 to 14.9L/100km for the 5.0-litre V8 

supercharged model which is available from $99,900. Weighing 
over 2.7 tonnes, the supercharged V8 model Range Rover 
Sport with 625Nm at 2,500-5,500rpm can go from 0-100km/h in 
6.2 seconds, which puts it in the league of serious sports cars. 
The more refined and luxurious Vogue is equally as capable on 
and off the road and is about as luxurious as 4WDs get.

BATTERY BREAKDOWNS
The Northern Territory’s sweltering summer is a huge enemy 
of the humble car battery, as the use of accessories, including 
fans and air conditioners – as well as scorching under bonnet 
temperatures – drain a battery much quicker than normal, and 
in turn reduce its life span.

This time of year often signals an increase in battery-related 
AANT breakdown callouts making it important to check if your 
battery is up to the challenge this summer. Boasting all the 
latest in testing equipment, a quick visit to an AANT Battery 
stockist will give you a good gauge on how much life is left in 
your battery. Put your worries at ease and call AANT on  
8925 5901 for your nearest stockist or visit www.aant.com.au

By JON DEE
FOuNDER, PlANET ARk AND  

FOuNDER AND ChAIRMAN, 
DO SOMEThING! 

environment

Greener      
Horizons

BRIDGESTONE JOINS GREEN BRIGADE
Of late, vehicle manufacturers have increasingly been bowing to 
consumer demand for environmentally friendlier cars, and now 
they’re not alone, with tyre companies starting to join the  
green movement.

Bridgestone is the latest tyre-trendsetter to introduce a 
‘green’ offering to the market having just launched its all-new 
passenger car tyre, ECOPIA. Compared to standard tyres, 
ECOPIA claims to increase fuel efficiency while lowering  
CO2 emissions.

Having been through extensive testing before hitting 
the market, the introduction of the ECOPIA tyre 
is good news for environmentally conscious 
motorists. Hopefully, we’ll begin to see more 
tyre manufacturers following suit.

The ECOPIA is set to go on sale throughout 
Bridgestone’s Australia-wide network from 
December 2009. Don’t forget, as an AANT 
member you’ll receive $5 cash back on each 
purchased Bridgestone-branded tyre upon 
presentation of your AANT membership card.

LAND ROVER DISCOVERY 4
A multiple winner in the Australia’s Best Cars ‘Best 
All Terrain 4WD’ category, and this year’s trophy holder, 
the land Rover Discovery has released its fourth 
generation, Discovery 4. While the TDV6 2.7-litre diesel 
engine has been retained, it also has two new engine 
offerings including the TDV6 3.0-litre twin turbo diesel 
and V8 5.0-litre direct injection petrol engine. 

Available from $68,490 for the TDV6, the 
Discovery is a serious 4WD that has gained 
a reputation as a good off-roader. For 
those that also like to tow, they now come 
with added active safety protection in 
Trailer Stability Assist, which detects 
trailer oscillations by monitoring severe 
steering movements and slight 
vehicle swing in response to 
trailer behaviour.
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BEST SMALL CAR

At $18,990, the Ford Fiesta LX – the latest 
iteration of Ford’s volume seller – is somewhat 
dearer than its prime challengers. But dollars 
aren’t everything and in many other aspects 
the Fiesta equals or out-scores the best of its 
classy opposition, making it a worthy winner.

In standard features, it represents value for 
money boasting air conditioning with pollen 

FoRd Fiesta lX
1.6-litre, 4-cylinder,  
5-speed manual 
$18,990 
Fuel economy: 6.1L/100km (unleaded) 
Crash rating: ★ ★ ★ ★

Pricing 2 Safety 7 Performance 9

Cost of depreciation ($) 4 Security 9 Ride 8

Running and repair costs 7 Environment 8 Handling 9

Fuel consumption 7 Comfort 9 Braking 9

Warranty 4 Space 6 Smoothness and quietness 8

Standard features 7 Practicality 7

Ergonomics 9

Build and finish quality 8

 VALUE FOR MONEY  DESIGN AND FUNCTION  ON THE ROAD

filter, steering that adjusts for tilt and reach, 
power steering, mirrors and (tinted) windows, 
intermittent wipers, cruise control, a split-
fold rear seat, MP3 compatibility, Bluetooth 
and radio/CD player. The same goes for 
safety, with the little Ford featuring dual front 
airbags, anti-lock brakes with Electronic Brake 
Distribution, adjustable front/rear headrests, 
and a four-star ANCAP rating.

WINNERS 2009

BEST MId-SIZE CAR
uNDER $30k

In these post-financial crisis times, choice, 
quality and value for money have never been 
more important. In Australia’s fastest-growing 
vehicle category, the Hyundai i30 SX has 
repeated last year’s win, offering all of the  
above and more. 

Not prepared to admire just one Australia’s 
Best Cars trophy in the cabinet for the i30, 
Hyundai set about improving the car to stay 
ahead of the competition. This wouldn’t have 

HyundAI i30 SX
1.6-litre, 4-cylinder,  
5-speed manual 
$22,890 
Fuel economy: 4.7L/100km (diesel) 
Crash rating: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Pricing 8 Safety 9 Performance 8

Cost of depreciation ($) 8 Security 9 Ride 7

Running and repair costs 10 Environment 7 Handling 7

Fuel consumption 10 Comfort 8 Braking 7

Warranty 8 Space 7 Smoothness and quietness 7

Standard features 7 Practicality 8

Ergonomics 8

Build and finish quality 7

 VALUE FOR MONEY  DESIGN AND FUNCTION  ON THE ROAD

been easy considering it already punched 
above its weight in standard features  
and security.

Last year’s winning car had a smart safety 
package of Electronic Stability Control, dual 
front airbags, Electronic Brake Distribution 
and traction control. In previous years it has 
excluded side and curtain airbags but this 
year that has been rectified, resulting in 
higher marks for safety.

BEST MId-SIZE CAR
OVER $30k

The message is clear in this ultra-competitive 
class: persistence pays off. The Volkswagen 
Golf TSI Comfortline has never been far from 
the front of the pack, with its combination of 
high-tech engines and transmissions, better-
than-average depreciation, decent running and 
repair costs, and high levels of build quality and 
finish. It has always been a consistent performer; 
however, it could never crack it for a win –  
until now.  

VoLkSwAgEn  
Golf 118 TSI Comfortline
1.4-litre, 4-cylinder,  
7-speed DSG 
$32,990 
Fuel economy: 6.2L/100km (unleaded) 
Crash rating: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Pricing 9 Safety 10 Performance 9

Cost of depreciation ($) 10 Security 6 Ride 10

Running and repair costs 8 Environment 9 Handling 10

Fuel consumption 4 Comfort 8 Braking 9

Warranty 5 Space 6 Smoothness and quietness 9

Standard features 6 Practicality 6

Ergonomics 9

Build and finish quality 8

 VALUE FOR MONEY  DESIGN AND FUNCTION  ON THE ROAD

The sixth-generation Golf, launched 
earlier this year, came with a host of 
mechanical changes housed in a cleaner-
looking body. The most significant 
changes have been under the bonnet, 
with new petrol engines that are smaller in 
capacity than the previous generation yet  
more powerful and provide better 
fuel consumption. 

OVERALL
RATING

812

OVERALL
RATING

803

OVERALL
RATING

711

BEST LARgE CAR

Like many of the passenger cars and 
commercial vehicles produced by Toyota, the 
family-sized Aurion sedan is a sound, value- 
for-money package. Named Australia’s Best 
Large Car in 2006 and 2007, it led the pack by 
offering a high level of safety equipment and 
standard features in an entry-level car, as well 
as class-leading fuel economy. By 2008 the 
competition had matched its safety credentials 

ToyoTA Aurion ATX
3.5-litre, 6-cylinder,  
6-speed automatic 
$35,490 
Fuel economy: 9.9L/100km (unleaded) 
Crash rating: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Pricing 8 Safety 9 Performance 8

Cost of depreciation ($) 9 Security 3 Ride 8

Running and repair costs 9 Environment 8 Handling 7

Fuel consumption 6 Comfort 7 Braking 7

Warranty 4 Space 7 Smoothness and quietness 8

Standard features 8 Practicality 8

Ergonomics 8

Build and finish quality 7

 VALUE FOR MONEY  DESIGN AND FUNCTION  ON THE ROAD

and yet the Aurion has reclaimed the Best 
Large Car crown from last year’s winner, Ford 
Falcon, by recording higher scores in more 
critical aspects of assessment. 

Most notable is Aurion’s remarkable value 
for money, starting with a list price well below 
its major rivals and with sound resale values. It 
also out-scores all competitors in the cost  
of depreciation.

BEST PRESTIgE CAR

The discerning buyer who is prepared to 
spend between $50,000 and $80,000 for the 
quality, precision and comfort of a prestige car 
will find the Subaru Liberty 3.6R Premium has 
plenty to offer and is great value for money.

This all-new 6-cylinder Liberty is a real 
surprise packet. At just over $50,000, it comes 
standard with plenty of desirable features 

SuBARu liberty
3.6-litre, 6-cylinder,  
5-speed automatic 
$51,990 
Fuel economy: 10.3L/100km (unleaded) 
Crash rating: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Pricing 10 Safety 10 Performance 8

Cost of depreciation ($) 9 Security 10 Ride 7

Running and repair costs 4 Environment 7 Handling 9

Fuel consumption 4 Comfort 8 Braking 8

Warranty 4 Space 8 Smoothness and quietness 7

Standard features 7 Practicality 8

Ergonomics 9

Build and finish quality 7

 VALUE FOR MONEY  DESIGN AND FUNCTION  ON THE ROAD

excluded from most of the higher-profile 
European models in this class. This includes 
the likes of leather trim, satellite navigation 
with DVD, reversing camera, Bluetooth 
compatibility, xenon HID headlights, front fog 
lights, premium sound system and electric 
sunroof. Safety is also a strong point, with 
seven airbags, Electronic Stability Control 
and a five-star ANCAP safety rating.

BEST SPoRTS CAR

Cars in this class are meant to have strong 
appeal for enthusiasts, which, courtesy of 
their finely honed road skills, bring that grin of 
satisfaction to a keen driver’s face. The BMW 
135i Coupe certainly delivers on this and is a 
worthy winner for a second, consecutive year 
against some very impressive machines.

The 135i is a fantastic substitute for BMW’s 
terrific M3 but for less than half the price.   

BMw 135i Coupe
3.0-litre, 6-cylinder twin-turbo,  
6-speed manual 
$72,800 
Fuel economy: 9.2L/100km  
(premium unleaded) 
Crash rating: not tested

Pricing 2 Safety 9 Performance 9

Cost of depreciation ($) 2 Security 7 Ride 9

Running and repair costs 1 Environment 7 Handling 9

Fuel consumption 6 Comfort 10 Braking 10

Warranty 5 Ergonomics 10 Smoothness and quietness 9

Standard features 8 Build and finish quality 8

 VALUE FOR MONEY  DESIGN AND FUNCTION  ON THE ROAD

That said, it’s still one of the more expensive 
vehicles in this sub-$80,000 category, and 
low scores for pricing and depreciation 
reflect this. Running and repair costs also 
rate rather sadly. However, these aren’t 
usually critical considerations for buyers in 
this category and when the 135i Coupe is 
such a joy on the road, indiscretions in those 
mundane monetary matters could easily  
be forgotten.

OVERALL
RATING

758

OVERALL
RATING

790

OVERALL
RATING

731
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BEST LuXuRy  
SPoRTS CAR

Audi TTS is a class performer typifying 
the new breed of sports cars, making it 
no surprise that it’s retained the gong it 
won last year in this hero class. Although 
it doesn’t have the extreme grip, 
acceleration or braking of the new Nissan 
GTR, it does have the best overall package 
that allows for both fun and function. 
Growing more elegant with each model, 
the TTS’s styling is now quintessential Audi, 

AudI TTS TFSI quattro
2.0-litre, 4-cylinder,  
6-speed DSG 
$98,900 
Fuel economy: 7.9L/100km  
(premium unleaded) 
Crash rating: not tested

Pricing 8 Safety 9 Performance 7

Cost of depreciation ($) 10 Security 7 Ride 8

Running and repair costs 8 Environment 7 Handling 8

Fuel consumption 10 Comfort 8 Braking 9

Warranty 5 Ergonomics 8 Smoothness and quietness 9

Standard features 4 Build and finish quality 9

 VALUE FOR MONEY  DESIGN AND FUNCTION  ON THE ROAD

including the distinctive line of LED daytime 
lights, which are set to become a signature 
for Audi.

This year the performance benchmarks 
in the luxury sports car class were bounced 
to another level by the Nissan GTR, but 
in a very competitive field the GTR’s great 
performance couldn’t lift it out of the  
middle of the bunch when the numbers  
were crunched.

BEST LuXuRy CAR

It takes something special for a newcomer 
to upstage the three-time consecutive 
champion, Lexus GS 450h, but the new Audi 
A6 TFSI quattro has done just that.

Powered by a supercharged V6 engine 
pumping out 213kW and 420Nm of torque, 
the A6 out-scored the Lexus in a host of 
areas, including pricing, running and repair 
costs, security, comfort, space, practicality, 
ergonomics, performance, handling  
and braking.

AudI A6 TFSI quattro
3.0-litre, supercharged V6, 
6-speed DSG 
$112,500 
Fuel economy: 9.5L/100km  
(premium unleaded) 
Crash rating: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Pricing 7 Safety 10 Performance 9

Cost of depreciation ($) 4 Security 10 Ride 8

Running and repair costs 6 Environment 7 Handling 9

Fuel consumption 2 Comfort 9 Braking 9

Warranty 5 Space 9 Smoothness and quietness 9

Standard features 8 Practicality 8

Ergonomics 9

Build and finish quality 9

 VALUE FOR MONEY  DESIGN AND FUNCTION  ON THE ROAD

The A6’s impressive standard features list 
includes cruise control, power steering, alloy 
wheels, electric park brake, anti-lock brakes, 
brake assist, Electronic Brake Distribution, 
traction control, Electronic Stability Control, 
six airbags, remote window-down function, 
leather seats, rain-sensing wipers, auto dip/
dim mirror, powered driver’s seat, auto xenon 
headlights, daytime running lights, navigation 
system, premium audio system and park 
distance control.

BEST PEoPLE MoVER

This is one category where consumers 
are spoilt for choice and for the second year 
running Hyundai iMax has beaten strong 
competition from an upgraded Honda 
Odyssey and newcomer, Ford Territory Ghia. 

When it comes to people movers, they 
don’t get much bigger than the Hyundai iMax, 
which can comfortably seat eight. In fact, 
iMax scores a perfect 10 when it comes to 

HyundAI iMax CRDi
2.5-litre, 4-cylinder,  
5-speed automatic 
$42,490 
Fuel economy: 8.5L/100km (diesel) 
Crash rating:  ★ ★ ★ ★ 

Pricing 7 Safety 7 Performance 7

Cost of depreciation ($) 7 Security 6 Ride 7

Running and repair costs 8 Environment 5 Handling 7

Fuel consumption 8 Comfort 9 Braking 7

Warranty 8 Space 10 Smoothness and quietness 7

Standard features 4 Practicality 8

Ergonomics 8

Build and finish quality 7

 VALUE FOR MONEY  DESIGN AND FUNCTION  ON THE ROAD

space, along with a nine for comfort. But it’s 
not all rosy for the iMax. Due to its working 
class origins, it scores a little low in standard 
features, and its seating arrangements and 
versatility are limited compared with many of 
its purpose-built competitors. However, the 
big drawcard for iMax is its enormous space, 
especially the luggage area behind the third 
row, making it one of the class leaders.

OVERALL
RATING

733

OVERALL
RATING

841

OVERALL
RATING

768

BEST  
RECREATIonAL 4wd

Subaru had been a regular winner in 
Australia’s Best Cars over the years, and after a 
short time out of the winner’s circle the eagerly 
awaited fourth-generation Outback has them 
back on top of the podium. The new arrival 
has ousted strong European rivals with its 
class-leading design and functionality, which is 
what recreational 4WD buyers demand.

Based upon the newly revised Liberty, 
Outback enjoys much more space than the 

SuBARu Outback 2.5i
2.5-litre, 4-cylinder,  
CVT 
$37,990 
Fuel economy: 8.4L/100km (unleaded) 
Crash rating: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Pricing 6 Safety 10 Performance 7

Cost of depreciation ($) 7 Security 10 Ride 10

Running and repair costs 3 Environment 7 Handling 9

Fuel consumption 8 Comfort 9 Braking 8

Warranty 4 Space 9 Smoothness and quietness 9

Standard features 6 Practicality 8 4WD ability 8

Ergonomics 10

Build and finish quality 8

 VALUE FOR MONEY  DESIGN AND FUNCTION  ON THE ROAD

previous model, a refined drive-train and 
additional equipment. It also shares the  
worthy car-like characteristics of its Liberty 
sibling but remains very capable off-road, 
where its 10/10 ride characteristics are 
particularly needed. Remarkably this has all 
been achieved without the need to increase 
the cost, and an impressive list of features, 
makes the price of this ‘weekend warrior’ even 
more competitive. 

BEST LuXuRy 4wd

Audi Q5 is the latest in the trend of large 
luxury 4WDs to inspire more compact siblings, 
and straight off the bat both the petrol  
and diesel variants have walked away with  
an impressive win over some very  
solid competition.

Each year it becomes harder to separate 
the top-ranked vehicles as many have similar 

AudI Q5 TDI
3.0-litre, V6,  
7-speed automatic  
$71,990 
Fuel economy: 7.5L/100km (diesel) 
Crash rating: ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Pricing 9 Safety 10 Performance 8

Cost of depreciation ($) 8 Security 9 Ride 8

Running and repair costs 7 Environment 7 Handling 9

Fuel consumption 10 Comfort 8 Braking 9

Warranty 5 Space 7 Smoothness and quietness 8

Standard features 4 Practicality 8 4WD ability 8

Ergonomics 8

Build and finish quality 9

 VALUE FOR MONEY  DESIGN AND FUNCTION  ON THE ROAD

features, similar on and off-road capabilities 
and are more car-like to drive, making the 
distinctions increasingly blurred. The Q5 
scored strongly across all sections, with 
maximum points for fuel economy in the 
diesel version. But it was its ‘best in class’ 
overall effort, in the way it has been designed 
and its inherent functionality, that cemented 
the win.

OVERALL
RATING

800

OVERALL
RATING

773

BEST ALL TERRAIn 4wd

The new Land Rover Discovery 4 has 
followed the back-to-back winning ways of its 
series 3 predecessor, and in the process sets 
a record for Australia’s Best Cars. It’s now five 
wins in a row for the Discovery, with Subaru’s 
Forester the only other five-time winner – 
although not in consecutive years.

Discovery 4 brings a number of 
improvements, some incremental and others 

LAnd RoVER  
Discovery 4 SE TDV6
3.0-litre, V6 twin-turbo diesel,  
6-speed automatic 
$81,990 
Fuel economy: 9.3L/100km (diesel) 
Crash rating: not tested

Pricing 5 Safety 9 Performance 8

Cost of depreciation ($) 2 Security 10 Ride 9

Running and repair costs 1 Environment 5 Handling 9

Fuel consumption 9 Comfort 9 Braking 8

Warranty 4 Space 8 Smoothness and quietness 9

Standard features 8 Practicality 8

Ergonomics 9 Eng, gearing and traction 10

Build and finish quality 7 Clearances and articulation 9

 VALUE FOR MONEY  DESIGN AND FUNCTION  ON THE ROAD

major, plus a fresh look inside and out. It was 
no real surprise then that it kicked mud in 
the faces of heavy-duty class finalists, Toyota 
LandCruiser and Mitsubishi Pajero. The new 
Discovery proved, more than ever, that being 
engineered to tackle serious off-road treks 
doesn’t have to come at the expense of 
comfort, refinement, performance and adept 
road manners.

OVERALL
RATING

785

 OFF-ROAD

WINNERS 2009



www.aant.com.au   17 

APPROVED REPAIRERS

PALMERSTON 
Palmerston Mechanical Centre 
51 Georgina Crescent 8932 2532 
PALMERSTON  ultra Tune 
3 Muluka Street 8931 3411
STUART PARK 
Auto Inspection and Road Service 
15/34 Bishop Street 8981 7333
STUART PARK  Darwin Honda 
1–2 Duke Street 8981 3827
STUART PARK  Darwin Mitsubishi, Suzuki, 
Ssangyong, Land Rover, Volvo 
34 Stuart Highway 8946 4444
STUART PARK  Kerry Holden, Mazda, Nissan, 
Mercedes, Jeep, Chrysler 
17–25 Stuart Highway 8980 8030
STUART PARK Brian Turner Automotive 
35 Stuart Highway 8981 9191
WINNELLIE  Winnellie Auto Ctr 1–8 
1427 Stuart Highway 8984 4448
WINNELLIE  NT Auto Repairs 
9 Steele Street 8947 4746
WOOLNER Paul’s Service Centre 
6 Charlton Court 8941 1322

specialist repairers 
automotive windscreens
ALICE SPRINGS 
Trusty Glass (O’Brien Glass agent) 
31 North Stuart Highway (ARS 5031)  8952 3322

STUART PARK   
O’Brien Glass 
38 Stuart Highway                              8981 4612 

automatic transmissions
YARRAWONGA   
Mick Taylor Automatics 
4618 McEnzie Place 8983 1231

automotive exhausts 
(also towbar specialist)
STUART PARK  Muffler City 
26 Stuart Highway 8981 4406

automotive electrician
COCONUT GROVE 
A&C Automotive Electrics 
unit 1/6 Travers Steet  8948 1244 
 
WINNELLIE• 
Peter Brown Auto Electrics 
426 Stuart Highway 8924 1241

 

crash repairers 
ALICE SPRINGS  Andrew Paterson  
Crash Repairs, 49 Priest Street 8952 6360

BERRIMAH  Berrimah Panel Works 
1140 McMillans Road 8984 3137

DARWIN  Darwin Crash Repairs 
2 Finniss Street 8981 4000

WINNELLIE  R J Panel Works 
Sadgroves Crescent 8984 4570

WINNELLIE  B & S Body Works 
85 Winnellie Road 8947 2251

Automobile Association of the Northern Territory 

approved repairers

mechanical repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Outback Automotive 
31 Wilkinson Street                           8952 0123
ALICE SPRINGS Peter Kittle Motor Co 
46 Stuart Highway                             8952 5500
BERRIMAH  Hidden Valley Auto Ctr  
9 Hidden Valley Road 8947 0060
CASUARINA  ultra Tune 1–8 
Cnr Trower and Dripstones Roads 
Casuarina Square Shopping Ctr 8945 2122
COCONUT GROVE 
Auto Kare Automotive  
16 Travers Street                               8985 6422   
COCONUT GROVE  
Ben’s Automotive Repair Centre 
47 Delator Street 8985 5955
COCONUT GROVE 
Prompt Auto Repairs Pty Ltd 
14 Travers Street                               8985 6733
DARWIN  Bridge Autos Toyota 
1 Stuart Highway 8946 0099
DARWIN   
Carmech  
5–7 Carey Street 8942 3342
HUMPTY DOO 
All Rural Mechanical  
5 Vereker St Humpty Doo 8988 9746

mechanical repairer 
categories
1 Engine tune-up 
2 Minor engine repair and vehicle servicing 
3 Major engine repair 
4 Steering and suspension 
5 Brakes 6 Electrical 
7 Clutch, manual transmission and rear axle 
8 Automatic transmission 9 Air c onditioning
Where no categories are shown, 
the repairer is approved in all nine. 
•AANT Battery Service Centre

BEN’S AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR CENTRE 
The doors of Ben’s Automotive Repair Centre have only been open for 
six months, but business owners Glen Parry and Peter Blaser are certainly 
not new to the game. With over 40 years' combined experience as motor 
mechanics in the Northern Territory, they’re well and truly qualified. After 
choosing to venture out on their own, the pair undertook the rigours of 
becoming an AANT Approved Repairer to demonstrate that credibility. The 
friendly staff at the spacious Coconut Grove workshop can assist with all 
general motor mechanical needs, excluding tyres and air conditioning.

DARWIN CRASH REPAIRS
Having lived in the Northern Territory since he was two, Vincent Gras 
can certainly call himself a local. It was here that he worked his way 
up from an apprentice panel beater to owning his own crash repair 
business – Darwin Crash Repairs. Now with more than 30 years' 
experience, Vincent has guided the Darwin business from strength to 
strength since taking it over in 1997 and currently employs 15 staff. 
Located in Finniss Street, the AANT Approver Repairer offers a range 
of services for all makes and models, including: panel beating, spray 
painting, chassis alignment and towing.

approvedrepairers
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Britz Campervans are a fun combination of 
transport and accommodation all in one.  
To explore the NT, just ‘Britz it’!

Contact the AANT on 08 8925 5901 or 
visit 79-81 Smith Street Darwin.

Think of us as the AANT for your 
home computer

AANT members can save with Australia’s leading 
home computer helpers. Qualified gizmotechs will get your 

home computer working just the way you want it.

Save 15% to 40% 
on services listed at gizmo.com.au/aant

Quote your membership number when you call.

1300 275 449
You must quote your AANT membership number at the 
time of booking. For full terms and conditions visit us at 
gizmo.com.au/aant

DRUMMOND GOLF
Show your AANT membership card at 
Drummond Golf and receive up to:

10 %*
OFF

All your gol�ng
equipment from

Australia’s Premier
Golf Retailer

Drummond Golf

53 Stuart Highway
Darwin
Ph: 08 8981 7029

For more information and store locations visit www.drummondgolf.com
Terms and Conditions: 10%* OFF all Bags, Buggies (excludes motorised buggies), Apparel, Footwear, Accessories, Secondhand Equipment 
and “other” branded golf clubs. 5%* OFF all Balls, Motorised Buggies, Package Deals and all Golf Clubs for the following brands: Callaway, 
Cobra, Odyssey, Mizuno, Ping, Scotty Cameron, TaylorMade and Titleist. Excludes sale items and markdowns and not available in conjunction 
with other o�ers.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS

To obtain the benefits under the AANT Show Your Card & Save program, Members must show 

their Membership card in a participating retail outlet, or quote their Member number if transact-

ing via phone or internet, at the point of payment to the relevant benefit provider for goods 

or services provided.  It is the responsibility of the Member to ask for the Show Your Card & 

Save benefit at the point of payment. The AANT gives no warranty in relation to any goods, 

services or information provided by Retail Partners participating in the program. Participation 

in the AANT Show Your Card & Save program is subject to the full Terms and Conditions of the 

program which can be obtained from the AANT Darwin Branch, 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin, 

NT 0800. Any offers extended under the Program are subject to availability and subject to the 

Terms and Conditions imposed by Show Your Card & Save Partners and will not be redeem-

able for cash or kind.  Any benefits provided to the Member cannot be transferred, assigned, 

sold or otherwise retained. These limited time only offers are available from 31 August 2009 to  

29 November 2009, unless otherwise indicated. For AANT Show Your Card & Save inquiries, 

phone 08 8981 3837 or visit www.aant.com.au

member benefits from Hertz
As an AANT Member you’ll receive exclusive benefits like discounted rates, free rental  day 
offers, free upgrades, complimentary child seat hire and much more! Call 8925 5901, 
book online at www.aant.com.au, or visit the AANT office at 79-81 Smith Street.  

Protecting you and 
the environment
Utilising global research capabilities and cutting 
edge technology, we have created a lower rolling 
resistance tyre that maintains the high quality and 
safety standards that Bridgestone is renowned for.
Rolling resistance is the force required to roll a 
tyre. Less resistance means less fuel is required 
to power the vehicle, resulting in less CO2 being 
emitted into the environment.
The lower rolling resistance of Ecopia improves 
your vehicle’s fuel efficiency and reduces the 
amount of CO2 emitted into the environment.
Keep your family safe. 
Help the environment. 
Choose Bridgestone.

Product tested in accordance with ADR81/02. Actual fuel 
consumption and CO2 emissions depend on factors such as traffic 
conditions, vehicle condition and how the car is driven.

AANT MEMBERS RECEIVE A DISCOUNT. 
SHOW YOUR AANT CARD TO SAVE.
$5 off on the best negotiated price and advertised lines 
on all Bridgestone and Firestone branded tyres when you 
present your AANT card.*

*AANT Member’s discount available on Passenger, 4WD and Light Truck Bridgestone and Firestone branded 
tyres, and does not include Supercat product.

Find your nearest Bridgestone Select, Bridgestone Tyre Centre or Bridgestone Service Centre:

Call 131 229 for your nearest Bridgestone Ecopia stockist. 

VISIT DELL.COM.AU/AANT  
OR CALL 1300 763 355

AMAZING MEMBERSHIP DEALS
As an AANT Member, Show Your Card & Save  
up to 15%^ off selected Dell products

Dell™ Computers

Copyright: © 2010 Dell Inc. All rights reserved 
^Dell's Coupon Terms and Conditions apply available at www.dell.com.au/aant

52967_co-makreting_aant_ad_2010_fa.indd   1 11/11/09   3:02:37 PM

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
To obtain the benefits under the AANT Show Your Card & Save program, 
members must show their membership card in a participating retail outlet, or 
quote their member number if transacting via phone or internet, at the point 
of payment to the relevant benefit provider for goods or services provided.  
It is the responsibility of the member to ask for the Show Your Card & Save 
benefit at the point of payment. The AANT gives no warranty in relation to any 
goods, services or information provided by Retail Partners participating in the 
program. Participation in the AANT Show Your Card & Save program is subject 
to the full Terms and Conditions of the program which can be obtained from 
the AANT Darwin branch, 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin, NT 0800. Any offers ex-
tended under the Program are subject to availability and subject to the Terms 
and Conditions imposed by Show Your Card & Save Partners and will not be 
redeemable for cash or kind.  Any benefits provided to the member cannot be 
transferred, assigned, sold or otherwise retained. These limited time only of-
fers are available from 1 December 2009 to 28 February 2010, unless otherwise 
indicated. For AANT Show Your Card & Save inquiries, phone 08 8925 5901 or 
visit www.aant.com.au

Pictured (from left): Randall Smith, Peter Blaser, Glen Parry and Graham Searle. 

Pictured (right): Phillip Hine, Darwin Crash Repairs employee. 
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ONLY $395

$219
RRP $249

shopping

$219
RRP $249

$395



 
2008–09 
MEMBERS' 
REPORT

Governance
At present the Council comprises Helen Galton, Douglas 
Phillips, David Booth, Brian Measey, Daryl Manzie, Barry 
Thomas, Mark Sweet, John Mitchell, Graeme Buckley  
and myself.

All three retiring Councillors, Mark Sweet, Barry Thomas and 
Daryl Manzie, offered themselves for re-election, which means 
there were no changes to the Council this year. On behalf of 
the members, I extend thanks to all of the Councillors for their 
considerable contributions to the Association. 

Staff
The Association’s long-term General Manager, Linda Deans, 
retired in December 2008 which prompted a reorganisation 
of responsibilities. As a result, Edon Bell was appointed as 
Operations Manager, commencing 1 July 2009. In the interim, 
the RAA arranged for Business Transformation Manager, 
Rita Excell, to undertake executive duties and support the 
Association during the recruitment process. 

I take this opportunity to again thank Linda for her hard work 
and dedication to the Association and wish her a long and 

enjoyable retirement. 

In Closing
Given the robust nature of the Northern Territory economy, 
the continued support of our affiliated interstate clubs and 
conservative investment strategies, we have weathered the 
recent economic upheavals extremely well. It was pleasing to 
see that during this time memberships, member services and 
income all increased, while expenses have been controlled.

I gratefully acknowledge the continued support of the RAA 
Board and staff. In particular I thank President, Leon Holmes; 
Managing Director, Ian Stone; and General Manager Business 
Development, Peter Hurcombe for their counsel. 

With all staff now directly employed by the AANT, 
management is working closely with the RAA to make an 
orderly transfer of some operational tasks to now fall under 
the control of the AANT. In addition,  
negotiations are underway to  
replace the RAA alliance  
agreement with an outsourcing  
arrangement commencing from  
the start of the 2010-11 financial  
year, making these exciting  
times for the AANT. 

Robert Bradley

AANT PRESIDENT

Public Policy Matters
The AANT was active in its advocacy this year with several 
submissions made to both State and Federal Government. In 
addition, a number of media releases were disseminated and 
radio interviews conducted. The Council regards this as one 
of our priority areas and utilises the expertise of the RAA and 
the AAA in providing such back-up support.

This year the AANT also had representation on the local 
Black Spot Consultative Panel, the local National Motor 
Vehicle Theft Reduction Council, the NT Technical Advisory 
Committee, Drivesafe NT and the Road Safety  

Consultative Committee.

Australian Automobile Association (AAA)
Throughout the year I represented the AANT on the AAA 
Board, attending three meetings, including the AGM and 
Conference in Adelaide. AANT Vice-President, Helen Galton, 
was also present at the Adelaide AGM. In August 2008, the 
AANT Council hosted one of the Board meetings in  

Alice Springs.

Sponsorships
Committed to being a sound corporate citizen, the AANT 
supported a number of worthwhile causes throughout the 
year. The biggest recipients were the Brolga Awards and 
Alice Springs TAFE – who received a Ford F350 vehicle for 

apprentice mechanic training. 

Membership
Over the 2008-09 financial year AANT membership grew by 
5.3 per cent and now stands at 17,629 members, with over  
60 per cent of these opting for either Plus or  

Premium membership.

Financial
This financial year the AANT recorded a trading surplus of 
$288,000, which was 17.5 per cent higher than last year.

It should be noted that the AANT has a very conservative 
approach to investing, with its reserves on deposit with the 
NAB, TIO or Australian Central Credit union, which has 
reduced the impact of the global financial crisis.

Strategic Intent
From October until April, the Royal Automobile Club of 
Victoria (RACV) made their Manager Corporate Planning, 
Aaron Flavell, available to conduct a strategic review of  
the Association. 

under his guidance the AANT Council redefined the 

Association’s vision going forward to: 

   be more self sufficient and autonomous but leverage the 
capabilities and scale of other AAA clubs, as appropriate.

   better identify members’ needs, deliver a compelling 
membership proposition and exceed their expectations.

   ensure staff are appropriately trained and focused on 
activities that add member value or potentially grow  
the organisation.

   provide core services as efficiently as possible.

    optimise existing products and services in terms of 
distribution, volume and member returns.

    be a leading NT organisation that is turned to for advice 
on motoring issues.

     influence policy decisions affecting NT motorists.

We are now currently working with management to achieve 

this vision.
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Road Service
AANT contractors delivered a total of 19,343 road service 
call outs across the year. Of these, 51 per cent were 
directly for our members, with the remainder for members 
of interstate constituent clubs as part of reciprocal 

arrangements or other commercial clients.

Commercial Activities
In August, the AANT extended the vehicle inspection 
service to incorporate Alice Springs, which has since proved 
quite popular with members from central Australia.

With a new product range and an expanded distribution 
system the battery service has been a significant growth 
area for AANT this financial year. Sales generated from 
our suite of tourism products, which includes Hertz, Great 
Southern Rail, theme park passes and attraction tickets, also 
increased considerably.

The Territory Insurance Office (TIO) arrangement has also 
proved advantageous with commissions increasing by  

44 per cent.    
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The following is an extract from the Annual Financial Report of The Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Incorporated 
for the year ended 30 June 2009. Please note that the full financial report is available online at www.aant.com.au

Council’s Report
Your council members submit the financial statements of The Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Incorporated for the 

financial year ended 30 June 2009.

Principal Activities
The principal activity of the Association during the financial year was the provision of roadside assistance services and other 
motoring/touring related services to members of the Association. There is no change in the principal activity since last  
financial year.

Operating Result
The surplus for the year was $288,142 (2008: $245,217).

Committee’s Statement
In our opinion:

(a)  the accompanying Income Statement presents fairly the performance of the Association for the year ended 30 June 2009; and

(b)  the accompanying Balance Sheet presents fairly the financial position of the Association as at 30 June 2009.

(c)  the accounts of the Association have been properly prepared and are in accordance with the books of account of the 
Association; and

(d)  there are reasonable grounds to believe that the Association will be able to pay its debts as and when they fall due.

Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Council Members.

 
Edon Bell    Robert Bradley

OPERATIONS MANAGER PRESIDENT

Date: 6 October 2009 
Darwin

Independence
In conducting our audit we have 

complied with the independence 

requirements of the Australian 

professional accounting bodies. In 

addition to our audit of the financial 

report, we were engaged to undertake 

non-audit services disclosed in the notes 

to the financial statements. The provision 

of these services has not impaired  

our independence.

Auditor’s Opinion

In our opinion:

(1)    the financial report presents fairly, 

in all material respects, the financial 

position of The Automobile 

Association of the Northern Territory 

Incorporated as of 30 June 2009, 

and of its financial performance and 

cash flows for the year then ended in 

accordance with the Associations Act 

and Australian Accounting Standards 

(including the Australian Accounting 

Interpretations); and

(2)    the financial report also complies 

with international Financial 

Reporting Standards as issued by the 

International Accounting  

Standards Board.

Aminul Islam

MERIT PARTNERS

Date: 6 October 2009

Darwin

Auditor’s Responsibility
Our responsibility is to express an 

opinion on the financial report based 

on our audit. We conducted our audit 

in accordance with Australian Auditing 

Standards. These Auditing Standards 

require that we comply with relevant 

ethical requirements relating to audit 

engagements and plan and perform 

the audit to obtain reasonable 

assurance whether the financial report 

is free from material misstatement.

An audit involves performing 

procedures to obtain audit evidence 

about the amounts and disclosures in 

the financial report. The procedures 

selected depend on our judgement, 

including the assessment of the 

risks of material misstatement of 

the financial report, whether due to 

fraud or error. In making those risk 

assessments, we consider internal 

controls relevant to the entity’s 

preparation and fair presentation of 

the financial report in order to design 

audit procedures that are appropriate 

in the circumstances, but not for the 

purpose of expressing an opinion on 

the effectiveness of the entity’s internal 

controls. An audit also includes 

evaluating the appropriateness 

of accounting policies used and 

the reasonableness of accounting 

estimates made by the committee of 

management, as well as evaluating the 

overall presentation of the  

financial report.

We believe that the audit evidence 

we have obtained is sufficient and 

appropriate to provide a basis for our  

audit opinion.

2008-09 members’report
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Independent auditor’s 
report to the members of 
The Automobile Association 
of the Northern Territory 
Incorporated
We have audited the accompanying 
financial report of The Automobile 
Association of the Northern Territory 
Incorporated (the Association), which 
comprises the balance sheet as at 30 
June 2009, and the income statement, 
statement of changes in equity and cash 
flow statement for the year ended on that 
date, a summary of significant accounting 
policies, other explanatory notes and the 
committee’s declaration.

The Committee’s Responsibility 
for the Financial Report
The Association’s committee is 
responsible for the preparation and fair 
presentation of the financial report in 
accordance with Australian Accounting 
Standards (including the Australian 
Accounting Interpretations) and with 
the Associations Act. This responsibility 
includes establishing and maintaining 
internal controls relevant to the 
preparation and fair presentation of the 
financial report that is free from material 
misstatement, whether due to fraud or 
error; selecting and applying appropriate 
accounting policies; and making 
accounting estimates that are reasonable 
in the circumstances.

In Note 1(a), the Association’s committee 
also state that the financial report, 
comprising the financial statements 
and notes, complies with International 
Financial Reporting Standards as issued 
by the International Accounting  
Standards Board.
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Retained Reserves Total

Earnings

$ $ $

Balance at 30 June 2007 598,115 0 598,115

Profit attributable to members 245,217 0 245,217

Balance at 30 June 2008 843,332 0 843,332

Profit attributable to members 288,142 0 288,142

Balance at 30 June 2009 1,131,474 0 1,131,474

Cash Flow Statement for the year ended 30 June 20
08

2009 2008

$ $

Cash flows from operating activities

Receipts from members and customers 2,590,604 2,584,554

Payments to suppliers and employees (2,431,439) (2,328,356)

Interest received 153,892 134,701

Commissions received 156,275 132,385

Net cash flows from operating activities 469,330 523,284

Cash flows from investing activities

Term Deposit Investment - (1,100,000)

Net cash flows used in investing activities - (1,100,000)

Net increase/(decrease) in cash and cash equivalents 469,330 (576,716)

Cash and cash equivalents at beginning of financial year 1,091,629 1,668,345

Cash and cash equivalents at end of financial year 1,560,959 1,091,629

 

2009 2008
$ $

Revenue 3,031,222 2,784,570
  

Depreciation expense (849) (2,513)
  

Member Services expenses (2,544,532) (2,416,916)
  

Other expenses (186,074) (110,464)
  

Auditors remuneration (11,624) (9,459)

  
Profit before income tax 288,142 245,217

  
Income tax expense - -

       
Profit from operations 288,142 245,217

 

2009 2008

$ $

Assets

Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents 1,560,959 1,091,629

Trade and other receivables 160,590 95,543

Investments 1,165,405 1,100,000   

Inventories 21,309 20,255

Total current assets 2,908,263 2,307,427

Non-current assets   

Plant and equipment 2,486 3,335

Total non-current assets 2,486 3,335

Total assets 2,910,749 2,310,762

Liabilities

Current liabilities   

Subscriptions and income in advance 1,033,596 937,234

Trade and other payables 744,679 529,196

Petty cash advance 1,000 1,000

Total current liabilities 1,779,276 1,467,430

Total liabilities 1,779,276 1,467,430

Net assets 1,131,474 843,332

Equity   

Retained earnings 1,131,474 843,332

Total equity 1,131,474 843,332

Statement of changes in equity for the year ended 30 June 2

2008-09 members'report

Income Statement for the year ended 30 June 2009

Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2009

Statement of Changes in Equity for the year ended 30 June 2009

Cash Flow Statement for the year ended 30 June 2009
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This is the type of incident that would 
certainly put a dampener on your spirits. 
So before setting off, consider the 
following tips to help make your driving 
holiday a harmonious one.

THE VEHICLE

First and foremost have your vehicle 
serviced before you begin your trip. 
When talking to the repairer, let them 
know of your intentions to take the 
vehicle on a driving holiday so that they 
can advise of any repairs required to 
prevent a breakdown or problems along 
the way.

A reliable and appropriate vehicle 
is critical on a long driving holiday – 
particularly if you are four-wheel driving, 
or travelling through the outback. If you 
plan on venturing off the beaten track 
but don’t own the right kind of vehicle, 
consider hiring a 4WD. If you go for the 
hire option, be certain to check under 
what conditions you can travel off-road 
or on dirt roads, as there can be clauses 
excluding such use. 

BE PREPARED

Prepare for the unexpected. Firstly, 
make sure your AANT membership is up 
to date. With reciprocal agreements with 
interstate auto clubs, you can be assured 
that if a breakdown strikes, help is only a 
call away – whichever state you’re in.

Make sure your spare tyre is in 
good knick. If you’re heading to more 

After weeks of 
preparation the bags 
are packed, the 
kids are ready and 
the family is finally 
off on that much 
anticipated driving 
holiday. Then in 
between locations – 
and kilometres from 
the next town – the 
car breaks down. 

travel
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AAA TOURIST  
PARk GUIDE
The AAA Tourist Park Guide is essential 
for those who enjoy the lifestyle that 
tourist caravan parks offer. For the 
exclusive AANT member price of 
$6.50 (RRP $14) you can pick up a 
copy that details 2,300 STAR-Rated 
properties including caravan parks, camping 
areas, cabins and on-site accommodation. Alternatively, shop 
online via the AANT Shop at www.aant.com.au

DREAMWORLD V8 SuPERCARS
Motoring enthusiasts can unleash the beast within and find 
out what it’s like to be King of the Mountain at Australia’s first 
full-motion virtual V8 Supercars experience – and Dreamworld’s 
latest attraction. 

Fitted with collision detection and real dynamic mechanical 
vibration, the V8 Supercars RedLine simulator straps challengers 
into a 360 degree racing world. Drivers get a choice of three  
tracks as they pit asphalt against controls and follow in the  
tread marks of the legendary drivers that have graced  
Mount Panorama. 

To take advantage of exclusive member discounts on entry 
to Dreamworld, pre-purchase your tickets from the AANT by 
calling 8925 5901 or drop into the Smith Street office. 

HOLIDAYharmony
remote areas or your car has unique 
requirements, it may pay to carry the 
basic hoses and belts suited to your car 
to avoid any possible delay in sourcing 
these parts if they fail. For holidaying 
motorists who plan to drive after dark, an 
emergency light may also prove useful if 
you experience a breakdown.

When venturing through new areas, it 
is common sense to carry a map. Take 
this one step further and research vehicle 
accessibility on your route, as particularly 
in remote areas some destinations can  
only be reached by 4WD. 

Plus, if you are planning to stay in a 

particular town overnight, book your 
accommodation in advance. This 
reduces the possibility of arriving and 
finding no accommodation available, 
particularly during peak holiday season. 

There’s a lot to think about before  
setting off on a driving holiday – most 
importantly, making sure your vehicle 
is up to the task. For more advice on 
preparing your car for a road trip, 
contact the AANT Technical Advisory 
Service on 1300 661 466. Turn to 
page 16 to find your nearest AANT 
Approved Repairer to book in that  
pre-trip service.

For peace of mind on the go, the easy-to-use, compact 
Garmin nuvi 255 GPS leads the way with voice-prompted 
turn-by-turn directions, points of interest and Australian 
maps. Sporting a sleek, slim design the GPS fits 
comfortably in your pocket or purse and runs off of a 
rechargeable lithium-ion battery, making it convenient 
for navigation by car or foot.

To be in the running to win your own Garmin nuvi 255 
GPS, write your name, address and AANT membership 

Conditions: The competition commences 30 November 2009 and closes with the last mail 5 February 2010. Prize value is in Australian dollars. Total prize pool valued at $249. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will 
win the prize. The draw will take place at the AANT, 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin at 2pm Tuesday 9 February 2010. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the March 
issue of ntmotor published on 1 March 2010. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc, 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529. Prize cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash.

 
A GARMIN NUVI 255 GPSwin

HOLIDAY SAVINGS OuTBACK DEALS
AANT members that want to holiday in their own backyard 
this festive season are in luck. The newest edition of the 
AANT Holiday Savings brochure has doubled its Northern 
Territory offerings and includes two new, exciting tours of 
the Red Centre. 

On the ‘A Town Like Alice’ half-day tour, which is available 
to AANT members at the exclusive adult price of $66, the 
sights of Alice Springs are the focal point. You’ll tour the 
‘School of the Air’, historic Telegraph Station, Royal Flying 
Doctor Service and Alice Springs Reptile Centre, before 
concluding with a panoramic view of Alice Springs and the 
surrounding ranges from the top of Anzac Hill.

Or if you’d rather get a taste of the big rock itself, the 
‘Uluru Aussie Barbeque’ tour may be more your style. For 
the AANT member adult price of $85.50, this evening tour 
disembarks from Ayers Rock Resort and includes a true 
Aussie-style barbeque. Indulge on beef, kangaroo and 
gourmet sausages, as well as complementary salads and 
drinks, with the mighty Uluru making a splendid backdrop.

If you want to embark on any of these tours and receive 
your exclusive member discount, speak to an AANT 
consultant on 8925 5901 or drop into the  
Smith Street office.

number on the back of – or inside –  

an envelope and post it to:

ntmotor Garmin GPS competition

Automobile Association of the NT Inc.

GPO Box 2584

DARWIN NT 0801

Don’t forget, AANT members can purchase a range of GPS navigation 

systems at discounted prices from the AANT Shop.
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looking for ideas for a memorable family road trip? From coast to river, 
bushland to mountains, the state of Victoria has a whole range of driving 
holidays waiting to be explored.

Whether its colonial history, rugged 
scenery, animal encounters or fine wine 
you’re after, a visit to Victoria offers some 
of the best road trips around.

GREAT OCEAN ROAD

A popular destination for many 
Australians, resist the temptation to drive 
this iconic 250-kilometre route in a hurry. 
Take a few days and you’ll appreciate 
just how much this coastline has to offer, 
from fine dining to heritage homesteads, 
rainforest waterfalls to golf courses.

The route starts at Portland, which 
has some great seafood restaurants and 
walking tracks, but it’s on the road to 
Port Fairy where the best of the coastal 
scenery – and the sight of frolicking 
offshore whales – really starts. By the time 
you reach Warrnambool, you’re right 
in the heart of the Shipwreck Coast, a 
splendid stretch of scenic beaches and 
rugged rocks. 

The most famous scenery unfolds 
between Peterborough and café-filled 
Lorne but, after admiring the Twelve 
Apostles, turn inland and enjoy the lush 
rainforest of the Otways as well. Further 
east, golf, kayaking and windsurfing will 
stretch your car legs at Angelsea before 
the Great Ocean Road comes to an end 
in charming Torquay. 

ALONG THE MURRAY

Few holidays could be more languid 
than meandering along the banks of 
a river, past towering river gums and 
wetlands inhabited by pelicans and 
herons. When that river is the mighty 
Murray, you also get Aboriginal, explorer 
and settler history thrown in for good 
measure: a quintessential Aussie  
travel experience. 

Start among the lemon groves and 
vineyards of Mildura, where you’ll get 
your first glimpse of the river down on 

the historic jetty, before heading east to 
Swan Hill, where golf courses, vineyards 
and a pioneer museum will entertain. From 
here you can explore some of the river’s 
most untamed sections, where bird life 
abounds, before arriving at Cohuna.

The drive ends at Echuca, lined with 
18th century buildings from its heyday as 
a major river port, and where you can still 
make excursions by paddle-steamer. Take 
your time to explore the back roads along 
this 400-kilometre route as the Murray 
Valley Highway only partly follows the river. 

GREAT ALPINE ROAD

The Great Alpine Road runs for just over 
300 kilometres across north-east Victoria 
between Wangaratta and Bairnsdale. It’s a 
long way from the Northern Territory, but 
you’ll be rewarded with high mountains 
tumbling with rivers and some splendid 
vistas, as you travel along one of Australia’s 
highest sealed roads. 

travel

Start off at Wangaratta, where you’ll find 
the northern section of the route gentler. 
Here you’ll encounter rolling countryside, 
well known vineyards like Brown Brothers 
at Milawa, and country towns such as the 
delightful riverside town of Bright which 
has some terrific restaurants where you 
can sample local trout and wine. After this, 
rugged landscapes unfold on the way up 
to Mount Hotham and an alpine region 
made for horse-riding and hiking among 
wildflowers and magnificent snow gums. 

By the time the route ends at Bairnsdale, 
the landscape couldn’t be more different. 
The Mitchell River and Gippsland lakes are 
just beginning, and the coast is over  
the horizon.

MORNINGTON PENINSULA AND 
PHILLIP ISLAND

Extending into Port Phillip Bay, the 
Mornington Peninsula is a favoured 
getaway if staying in Melbourne and 
a great drive for those not wanting 
demanding distances. 

Starting from Frankston, head around 
the west coast, passing seaside towns 
and unfolding beaches to Mornington 
and on to Portsea and Sorrento, which are 
jammed with boutique hotels, art galleries 

and coffee shops. From here, turn back 
along the east coast, where you’ll find 
golf, coastal walks and knick-knack shops 
galore, as well as the occasional  
cellar door.

From Stony Point a car ferry heads 
to Phillip Island, still just 140 kilometres 
from Melbourne. Here, koalas peer down 
from telegraph poles, penguins famously 
parade across Summerland Beach, and the 
rugged coast at The Nobbies is home to 
sunbathing fur seals. You can also enjoy 
coastal cruises and farm visits, while  
motor-racing fans can pay a visit to the  
Grand Prix track. 

THE GOLDFIELDS AND YARRA VALLEY

With something to offer the whole 
family, follow the official Goldfields Touring 
Route from Bendigo, marked with signs 
along the way bearing a distinctive golden 
'G'. This meandering country drive through 
the goldfields, will take you through the 
ornate colonial towns of Bendigo  
and Ballarat. 

Daylesford, renowned for its restaurants 
and mineral spring spas, will make for a 
nice change of pace. From here, you can 
spend a few days in Melbourne or simply 
cut across the north of the city to the Yarra 

Valley and Dandenong Ranges, before 
circling back to Bendigo.

Following last summer’s bushfires, 
many wineries and attractions in this 
latter region are up and running again. 
Even Marysville, one of the worst hit 
towns, has established a temporary 
visitors’ centre, hoping to lure visitors 
back to help boost the local economy. 
You may be surprised to find plenty 
of fine scenery, rolling vineyards, 
great dining and activities that range 
from hot-air ballooning to garden 
visits – proof of the resilience and 
determination of country Victorians.

With so many memorable self-drive 
holiday options, now is the perfect 
time to start planning your summer 
escape to country Victoria. The AANT 
can assist with maps, tours, car hire 
and accommodation bookings. Just 
phone 8925 5901 or drop into  
the AANT office at 79-81 Smith 
Street, Darwin.
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Pictured (from left): The Twelve Apostles are 
a highlight of the Great Ocean Road drive; 
Take a break from the road and experience a 
houseboat holiday on the Murray River. 

By BRIAN JOhNSTON

COUNTRYROAD
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Festivities begin at 1pm on  
31 December, when the firing of the 
Fort Denison cannon signals the 
countdown to the New Year, with 
events following every hour until the 
midnight fireworks. The focus of the 
action is Sydney Harbour, as the day 
follows a time-honoured format with 
the Harbour Bridge and surrounds at 
the epicentre. At 9pm, family fireworks 
light up the harbour with a show that’s 
designed to give kids a taste of the 
action, and allow parents to tuck them 
in well before the midnight fireworks 
show. This is followed by the Harbour 
of Light Parade, when around 50 
vessels take part in a stately procession 
around the harbour.

Fireworks barges are located between 
Point Piper in the east and Cockatoo 
Island in the west, creating a ribbon of 
fire that can be seen all the way from 
Gladesville Bridge to the heads of 
Sydney Harbour. It’s more spectacular 
the closer you get to the action, but also 
more crowded. So if you want a front-row 
position in one of the free sites close 
to the harbour, such as the forecourt of 
the Sydney Opera House, you’ll need to 
stake a position before midday.

There is another option though. Many 
of the sites closest to the Harbour Bridge 
become a party zone for the night with 
ticketed admission. If you want to see in 
the New Year with a splash, this is the  
way to go. 

For a ringside view of the fireworks, 
there’s nowhere else quite like Opera Bar. 
Set on the lower concourse of the Sydney 
Opera House, close to the water’s edge, 
Opera Bar hosts the ultimate New Year’s 
Eve party. Expect live music, a circus-like 
atmosphere with strolling entertainers 
mingling with the audience and a crowd 
that loves to dance. Tickets to the 2009 
event are already on sale, and they’ll set 
you back $295.

Luna Park offers another grandstand 
view of the fireworks. Every New Year’s 
Eve the harbour-side amusement park 
hosts a spectacular harbour party, 
with multiple dance arenas, DJs and a 
thumping array of live talent onstage. 
Tickets for the over-age event are also on 

sale now, selling fast, and you can expect 
to pay over $150 for general admission, 
right up to $449 for Deck VIP tickets. 

One of the best free admission spots 
closest to the fireworks is Bradfield Park 
at Milsons Point. On the north side of 
the harbour on the favoured eastern side 
of the bridge, this is a great place for 
children, provided they’re tall enough 
and don’t mind the noise. Food and 
beverages are available onsite, including 
alcohol; however, you cannot bring  
your own.

Another option is to view the 
spectacular from water level. The boats 
that take part in the Parade of Lights all 
carry paying passengers. There are many 
and varied options here, from sedate 
dinner cruises to disco boats that throb 
to the beat. To make the most of the 
spectacle you’ll want a vessel with lots 
of open deck space. Cruise tickets are 
pricey, starting at around $400, but a 
cheaper option is a ticket on the Sydney 
ferries that take part in the parade. 

Finally, don’t even think about 
bringing a car anywhere near the 
city for New Year’s Eve. Parking is 
severely restricted throughout the 
day, and those who do park will find 
themselves caught up in a jam of 
strolling revellers after midnight. You 
can also forget about catching a cab. 
The best option is to walk, or plan 
your getaway aboard Sydney’s  
public transport. 

Sydney’s New year’s Eve fireworks display is one of the world’s ultimate 
spectacles, and there’s nothing like being there on the spot.

By MIChAEl GEBICkI
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the morning after
Come 1 January, you’re going to need some fresh air. A café where you can 
sit down for brunch and admire the view, even the Bondi to Bronte coastal 
walk, is a perfect fit. Start at the south end of Bondi Beach, where a few of the 
all-night revellers will probably still be head down on the sand, and take the 
walkway that winds past Bondi Icebergs Club around the headlands to Bronte. 
This is a great place for a dip so bring bathers and a towel. Across Bronte 
Road from the beachside park is a row of super-slick cafés that dish up fresh 
juices, ham and eggs, succulent salads and devil-may-care cakes.

Pictured: New Year’s Eve fireworks over the 
Sydney Opera House and Sydney Harbour 
Bridge provide an amazing spectacle.

Celebrate 2009 and welcome in 
2010 in style. The AANT can help plan 
your Sydney New Year’s experience. 
For assistance with maps, car hire and 
accommodation bookings phone  
8925 5901 or drop into the AANT  
office at 79-81 Smith Street, Darwin.
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Offer ends 24th December 2009 or while stocks last. Does not apply when joining on the road.

Right now, upgrade your membership or give an AANT Membership as a Christmas 
gift and you’ll receive a Road Atlas of Australia valued at $26.95 absolutely free! 

 

You’ll be giving the peace of mind that comes with knowing the AANT will be there  
for you 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. AANT members also receive special rates on  

accommodation, travel accessories, car hire, entry to popular theme parks and much more.
 

Stocks are limited so you’d better be quick. Call 8925 5901, visit the AANT office at  
79 Smith Street, Darwin or log on to www.aant.com.au

Your friend on the road.

For a free Christmas gift,  
just buy a card.


