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welcome
BY E M M A WATER M A N

E D I T OR
Driverless cars are on their way, there's
no question about it. Car manufacturers
around the world are developing vehicles
that will, one day, change the very fabric
of the cities we live in. But did you know
self-driving cars aren't actually an entirely
new phenomenon? For example, it wasn’t
long after cars were invented, that people
started to look for ways to automate the
driving process. To help put things in
perspective, we’ve plotted out a timeline
looking at some of the key milestones,
and how long it will be until self-driving
cars become the norm. Flick to page 10
to explore the timeline.
Also in this edition, we look at what to
do after you’ve had a crash. From what
details to collect at the site of the collision,
to lodging an insurance claim, our stepby-step guide will help make the process
much smoother.
In travel, we’re staying local and
looking at the best spots around the
Territory to drop a line and try your
luck at barramundi fishing. From inland
billabongs to mangrove-lined estuaries,
there are plenty of fabulous fishing spots
throughout the Territory. To find out more,
turn to page 20.
As usual, we have plenty of great
competitions – including the chance to
win a night's accommodation at Oaks
Elan Darwin – motoring news (page 8),
car reviews (page 16) and events around
the Territory (23).

in brief
NOTICE OF AANT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Notice is hereby given that the 53rd Annual General Meeting of the Automobile Association of
Northern Territory Inc. will be held at the Oaks Elan Darwin, on 25 October 2016 at 6pm.

BUSINESS
1. To confirm the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 27 October 2015.
2. To receive the Annual Report and Audited Accounts for the year ended 30 June 2016.
3. To elect three members to the Council in accordance with Rule 17 of the Rules of
the Association.
The following nominations for election to the Council have been received, with three
to be elected:
• Mr Doug Phillips
• Mr Graeme Buckley

5. To deal with any other business
of which due notice has been given.
By order of the Council.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
In accordance with section 44 of the Northern Territory of Australia Associations Act,
the audited statement of accounts of the AANT Inc. will be available for inspection by
members at:
AANT: 2/14 Knuckey St, Darwin, from 11 October 2016.

VOTING AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
In accordance with Rule 15 of the Rules of the Association, only financial Full and Life
members of the Association are entitled to vote at meetings of the Association.

Happy reading!

Emma Waterman

NOTE: The appointment of a proxy relates solely to any vote taken at the Annual General
Meeting (AGM) or any adjournment of that meeting. The completed Proxy Form should
be mailed to AANT, addressed as follows: AGM Proxy, CEO, AANT Inc., GPO Box 2584,
DARWIN NT 0801. In accordance with Rule 34, completed Proxy Forms must be received by
the CEO before 5pm on Wednesday, 19 October 2016.

Editor

GOLFING SUCCESS
AANT would like to congratulate our talented members
who represented the Territory in the final of the annual
Auto Club Golf Championship (ACGC) in May. Robin
Jeggo and Jeffrey Stedman from Palmerston Golf
Club finished with a collective score of 98, while
Alice Springs golfers Mal Guerin and Neil McLeod
finished on 104. Competitors from auto clubs around
Australia made the trip to the sunny Gold Coast to
battle it out for the top spot.
If you’re interested in taking part in the 2017 ACGC,
visit the AANT website for information on the two
Territory qualifying events to be held later this year.
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BY D AV ID LOY

NEW COUNCIL MEMBER
We’re pleased to welcome the newest member of the
AANT Council, Cassandra Emmett. Cassandra grew up
in Canberra before moving to the Territory to start her
legal career as a clerk in Katherine. From there she went
on to start her own firm. She enjoyed being part of the
Katherine community for six years, practising in all areas
of law as well as travelling, camping and fishing. In 2003,
she moved to Darwin to become a partner with Morgan
Buckley and then CridlandsMB, switching her legal focus
to commercial and property law. After moving away from Darwin in 2011 back to Canberra,
the lure of the NT was too great and Cassandra returned to her previous law firm, which
is now the national firm HWL Ebsworth. She has been a board member of the Real Estate
Institute of the ACT.

• Ms Cassandra Emmett.
4. To appoint an auditor for the
2016–17 financial year.

If you are unable to attend the AANT Annual General Meeting at 6pm on Tuesday 25 October
2016, and you want another person (your proxy) to attend and vote on your behalf, you can
choose any person who is a member of the AANT as your proxy, or you may choose the
Chair of the Meeting to act on your behalf. Proxy forms are available at: AANT, 2/14 Knuckey
St, Darwin or www.aant.com.au
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TRAFFIC TROUBLE
Members living in Darwin would by now be aware of the proposal to replace the roundabout
with traffic lights at the intersection of Daly and Smith streets. As a member organisation,
we value your thoughts, so we sent out a member survey to get your feedback on the
controversial issue. Interestingly, more than 93 per cent of you don’t agree with the Darwin
City Council’s decision to replace the roundabout. Some of the main reasons cited included
the effect it would have on the flow of traffic, and the negative impact the removal of
vegetation would have on the character of the streetscape.
After taking this member feedback on board, we consulted with the council and raised our
concerns about the impact of the redevelopment. We're still awaiting a decision on the future
of the busy intersection, and will keep you informed on any changes.

COMPETITION WINNERS
Congratulations to the following AANT competition winners from ntmotor June 2016.
A set of Paul Arnold books: M Blum, Alice Springs.
An Australian motoring atlas: J Chan, Darwin.
A Korjo travel pack: D Jan, Palmerston.

WIN

A DARWIN GETAWAY

Located in the heart of the city, Oaks Elan Darwin is the perfect fusion of contemporary
apartment accommodation with resort-style leisure facilities. Just a stone’s throw away
from the Darwin Waterfront Precinct, the stylish hotel also boasts an outdoor lap pool
and gym. This edition, ntmotor readers could win one night’s
accommodation for two people at Oaks Elan Darwin. The
winner will also receive a $50 dining voucher for O.A.K,
the onsite restaurant. Remember, AANT Members save
10 per cent on the best available rate at Oaks Elan Darwin.
For your chance to win, write your name, address and
AANT Membership Number on the back of – or inside
– an envelope and post it to:

A ANT PR ES IDENT
Members living in Darwin may have seen
a traffic survey we sent out in June. This
survey gained strong responses from
our members, particularly around the
proposed traffic lights at Smith and
Daly streets. AANT opposed the proposal
by the council and we sent the results
of our survey and a letter to the City of
Darwin Lord Mayor, requesting that the
decision be overturned. The decision is
now pending, until further investigations
and community consultation are
undertaken. As a voice for Territorians on
road safety matters, we will continue to
monitor the situation.
Aside from receiving your quarterly edition
of ntmotor, I would like to encourage you
to stay in touch with us through social
media. We now have more than 6500
followers on Facebook, and we’re using
this tool to answer member enquiries,
provide updates on road and traffic
conditions, demonstrate handy tips on car
maintenance, and offer member discounts
and competitions. We’d love to hear what
topics you want us to cover, so to follow us
just search @aaofnt on Facebook and drop
us a message.
Since the launch of AANT Insurance
in July, our staff have been inundated
with customers calling for quotes and
information. This has caused some
phone congestion, and we thank you for
your patience while we work through the
process of looking after each caller. If you
do get caught on the line for an extended
period, you can email info@aant.com.au
and we’ll call you back.
Wishing you safe and happy road travels.

David Loy
AANT President

WIN a Darwin getaway
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801
Conditions: The competition commences 12 September with the last mail on 4 November. Total prize pool is valued at $449. Entry is open to all
AANT Members. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street,
Darwin, at 2pm 7 November 2016. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the
December 2016 issue of ntmotor, published 5 December. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction with
any other offer or discount. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800
ABN 13 431 478 529.

Images @ iStock, AANT.

www.aant.com.au
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After a crash
Crashes are an unfortunate part of our motoring lives, but many people don’t
actually know what to do in the moments after a collision. Here’s our step-bystep guide to navigating this stressful situation.
1. SAFETY FIRST

3.	CAN YOU DRIVE YOUR CAR?

It’s easy to panic when a crash happens,
but try to remain calm and collected. If your
car can still be driven, move it to a safe spot
and switch on the hazard lights. If there’s an
emergency, such as a fire or serious injury,
call 000 immediately. For non-emergency
police assistance, such as if there are cars
blocking traffic, call 131 444.

Did you know it’s an offence to leave a crash
in a car that’s not roadworthy? If your car’s
not safe to drive (or if you’re not sure) you
legally need to arrange to have it towed.
The good news is that if you have AANT’s
Comprehensive Car Insurance, we’ll cover
the cost of towing your car to the nearest
repairer or place of safety.

2.	WHAT DETAILS TO COLLECT

4.	DO YOU NEED TO REPORT
THE CRASH TO POLICE?

Get as many details as possible from those
involved, including:
	The name, address and phone number of
both the driver and the owner of the car
(they might not be the same).
	The name of their insurance company.
	Details of the cars involved, including the
rego number, colour, make and model.
	The contact info of any witnesses.
If you suspect you’ve been given false
details, let the police know immediately.
Also record the date, time and exact
location of the incident and make note of any
visible damage to the other person’s vehicle.
Finally, don’t offer to pay for repairs or admit
you’re at fault at the scene, as this could
affect your insurance claim.

WIN

AN ANTLER SUITCASE

When it comes to travel luggage, you can’t look past the stylish and practical offerings from Antler. With
more than 100 years’ experience designing bags, the British manufacturer has a huge range of products
available from cabin suitcases to backpacks. This edition, we’re giving ntmotor readers the chance to win a
Juno cabin suitcase. The stylish and lightweight case has a durable polypropylene shell, 360-degree rotating
wheels and a TSA combination lock.
For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT Membership Number on the back of – or inside
– an envelope and post it to:
WIN an Antler suitcase
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

Conditions: The competition commences 12 September with the last mail on 4 November. Total prize pool is
valued at $124. Entry is open to all AANT Members. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria
will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at 2pm 7 November 2016.
The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the
December 2016 issue of ntmotor, published 5 December. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash.
Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the Automobile Association of
the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

If anyone’s injured, a person’s been killed,
or there’s significant damage to another
person’s vehicle, then you must tell the
police in person, either at the scene of the
crash, or the nearest police station. In these
situations, you must report the incident as
soon as possible, but it cannot be longer
than 24 hours after the crash. If no one’s hurt
but there’s minor damage to the vehicle, it’s
a good idea to report it to the police as soon
as possible.

5.	LODGING AN
INSURANCE CLAIM
Lodge an insurance claim as soon as
possible. If you have AANT Insurance, you

can do this online at www.aant.com.au/
insurance or by calling 8925 5901. Once
you’ve given your insurer all the details
recorded at the crash, they’ll get in
touch with the other party’s provider to
arrange everything.
If you’re injured, you may be able to
make a claim under the Motor Accidents
Compensation (MAC) scheme, which is run
by the Territory Insurance Office (TIO) on
behalf of the Northern Territory Government.
To find out more about the scheme, visit
www.ntmacc.com.au

Find out more about your carinsurance options by speaking to
one of our consultants on
8925 5901 or visiting www.aant.com.au/
insurance
Image © iStock.
Insurance is underwritten by QBE Insurance (Australia)
Limited ABN 78 003 191 035 AFSL 239545 (QBE).
The Automobile Association of the Northern Territory
ABN [13 431 478 529] AR No. [433569] (AANT) is an
authorised representative of QBE. Read the Product
Disclaimer Statement to see if the policy is right for you.

10% OFF * AT REPCO EVERY DAY!

As an AANT member you’ll get 10% off* a wide range of parts, accessories and lubricants.
And if some Repco Know How is what you need, our friendly, expert staff are always ready
to share their knowledge to help you get the job done. Repco has over 90 years of motoring
Know How supplying parts, accessories and advice to millions of Australian drivers and
motoring professionals. So if it’s time to change your oil or give your
car a little extra care get into Repco.

www.repco.com.au

DON’T FORGET TO SHOW
YOUR CARD & SAVE.

* Excludes discounted and catalogue lines, automotive, marine & deep cycle
batteries, transmissions, engines & cylinder heads, satellite navigation
equipment, gift cards, combo deals and trade purchases. Store stock only.

498933
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motor news

Pedestrian trap
Google wants to take car safety to a new level with the
proposal for a human flytrap on their self-driving cars. The
tech giant is looking at coating the bonnet of their driverless
vehicles with a strong adhesive, so that if a pedestrian or
cyclist is hit by the car, they’ll stick to the hood, helping to
reduce injuries that could result from bouncing back onto the
road or another vehicle.
A protective eggshell-like coating would cover the main
adhesive layer to stop insects and debris from sticking to the
bonnet when the car’s driving around town. This would break
upon impact, revealing the adhesive material beneath.

Show Your Card & Save
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LPG tank check
Did you know it’s been 10 years since the Federal Government
introduced a rebate for motorists to convert their cars to run
on LPG? So, if you were one of the first motorists to take
advantage of the offer, now’s the time to have your tank
checked. Just like a BBQ bottle, it’s a legal requirement that
LPG tanks are tested and certified when they reach 10 years
of age. The scheme – which was designed to encourage
Aussie motorists to opt for an environmentally friendly,
sustainable fuel source – ended in 2014.

Road Service refresh
AANT is proud to announce our new and improved Road Service for
the Greater Darwin area. In a move designed to improve services
for members, we’ve launched a new model for roadside assistance,
which is aimed at increasing member confidence, reducing wait
times and providing a better than 90 per cent first-time start rate for
broken-down motorists.
AANT Chief Executive Officer, Byron Henderson, says the new
delivery model responds to customer feedback.
‘Quality service is our number one priority,’ says Mr Henderson.
‘We are confident that the new technology, improved dispatch
system and efficiency will improve the experience of members
who find themselves broken down on the side of the road.’
AANT has expanded its Territory-based operations with new
offices, management, and well-qualified local contractors
dedicated to servicing the Greater Darwin area. We’ve also
expanded our battery service. While some of our long-term
contractors will no longer be providing roadside assistance
services, they’ll continue their relationship with AANT in various
roles, such as through our Approved Repairers and Vehicle
Inspections programs. We would like to thank our contractors
for years of loyal service.
So when you're driving around Darwin, remember to keep an
eye out for our new AANT vehicles.

8
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Show Your AANT
Membership Card & Save

At Specsavers, AANT Members can now choose from a range of great offers, including 25%
off one pair of glasses complete with standard single vision lenses from the $149 range or
above*. Simply head in to your nearest Specsavers store and show your Membership Card.

*Price complete with standard single vision lenses with scratch resistant coating. Multifocals and bifocals also available at an extra cost. Extra options not included. Price
for other lens types may differ. Price correct at time of print. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer including 2 pairs for 1 low price. Valid auto club card must
be presented at time of purchase.
Images © AANT, Google.

www.aant.com.au
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THE BENEFITS
Just a few of the advantages of self-driving cars:
Save lives: About 90% of crashes are said to be
caused by human error.
Reduce congestion: Cars will be capable of
travelling closer together and in a more coordinated
fashion, helping to reduce traffic jams.
Keep people mobile: Removing the need for a
driver will open up new transport options for the
elderly and people with disabilities.

The road to
driverless cars
Not long after cars were invented, people started looking for ways to
automate the driving process. We look at just a few of the milestones and
how long it will be until completely self-driving cars become the norm.

A very early version of a driverless car was put
through its paces in New York City. This particular
vehicle was controlled by radio impulses, which
were sent to a large antenna on top of the car.
A second vehicle had to travel behind it to operate
the controls. It was an exciting development, but
not exactly practical.

1925

1939

Driverless technology doesn’t mean we’ll go
straight from humans being in full control one
day, to giving the reins to a computer the next.
Rather, if you look back throughout history, you’ll
see we’ve been gradually handing over various
driving tasks to the car for decades. In fact, in
the 1940s, cruise control was invented by blind
man Ralph Teetor, meaning it was now possible
to drive without your foot on the accelerator. After
a few years of refinement, the system made its
official debut on the 1958 Chrysler Imperial.

10
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General Motors presented its vision for a driverless
future at the World’s Fair – a major event that looked
at ‘the world of tomorrow’. In their concept, motorists
would drive onto super highways where they’d hand
the controls over to an automated system. People
waited in line for hours to see the influential Futurama
exhibit, giving significant exposure to the idea of
self-driving cars.

1958

1986

Two robotic vehicles successfully travelled 1000km
on a French highway. The cars – which were
modified Mercedes vehicles – were able to drive in
heavy traffic, change lanes and overtake. The trial
was part of the Eureka Prometheus Project – one of
the world’s largest research projects into driverless
cars. At the time, the technology was too big and
expensive for commercial production; however, it
paved the way for many of the autonomous features
we see on Mercedes cars today.

Mercedes-Benz introduced
the world to Emergency
Brake Assist – a system that
automatically increases the
braking pressure if it detects
a crash is imminent. From this
point on, a surprising number
of automated features began
to make their way onto cars.
For example, in the years that
followed, we began to see
cars that could parallel park
themselves or even adjust the
steering to prevent the driver
from accidently veering into
another lane – a nifty system
known as Lane Keep Assist.

1996

2009

Technology giant Google launched its
self-driving car project and started testing
its driverless technology on Californian
freeways. Just three years later, legally
blind man Steve Mahan took the Google
car for a spin to fast-food chain Taco Bell.
Today, the fleet of cars has clocked up
more than 240,000km.

2015

In November, the first trial
of driverless cars in the
Southern Hemisphere
happened along the
Southern Expressway in
South Australia.

TODAY
In January, Mercedes unveiled what it
claims is the world’s most advanced
autonomous car in mass-production.
It’s capable of changing lanes without any
hands on the steering wheel and parking
without a person in the driver’s seat! It’s set
to hit Aussie shores later this year; however,
it’s expected that some features won’t be
available here due to our local laws. Also
on the legal front, South Australia recently
became the first state in the country to
allow driverless cars to be tested on their
roads. The State Government passed the
new laws in March.

www.aant.com.au
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motoring

THE OBSTACLES
Here are a few of the hurdles that will need to
be overcome:
The blame game: Who will be held legally
responsible when a crash happens?
Trust: Just 23% of our members say they’d
currently feel comfortable in a driverless car.
Protection: Security standards will need
to be high to ensure the car’s systems can’t
be hacked.

Hand-crafted Avro
Lancaster Bomber
sculpture with
bronze-tone finish

Showcasing the
617 Squadron motto
‘Après Moi, Le Déluge’
•
Clock and thermometer
inspired by the Lancaster’s
authentic
cockpit instruments

Several car makers say they’ll
have completely driverless cars
available by the start of the next
decade. However, it will take
a lot longer for these vehicles
to hit the streets. We’ll need to
pass laws that will allow drivers
to let go of the steering wheel –
which will likely take some time.
Plus, consumers will need to
learn to trust the technology.

Expertly hand-painted
for precision detail

MEASURES
25cm WIDE
16cm HIGH
15cm DEEP

Includes a fascinating

FREE FACT CARD!

WELCOME TO THE
DRIVERLESS FUTURE
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www.bradford.com.au/lwf

2020
By 2025, highly autonomous
cars are expected to be available
in showrooms around the world.
These vehicles will be able to
drive from point A to point B
without any interaction from the
driver; however, there will still be
controls that will allow humans to
take over if needed. This will be
much like autopilot on a plane.

2025

2030

This is earmarked as the point when
fully driverless cars will hit, with no
need for human intervention. Imagine
never having to look for a park again,
as the car will just drop you at your
destination. However, this doesn’t
mean self-driving vehicles will be filling
up our streets. It’s likely the technology
will come on new vehicles, and slowly
trickle down and become affordable to
the mainstream in the years that follow.

2040

Quoting promotion code:
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THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE

87354

Please Respond Promptly
YES! Please reserve the “70th Anniversary Lancaster Bomber

I

n 1942, the ground-breaking Lancaster Bomber entered into RAF service, making military history
as it confirmed its battle-ready status. Symbolising the combined hopes of the Allied nations, this
spectacular aircraft delivered a record 608,612 tons of bombs during its remarkable 156,000 sorties,
proving itself to be one of the most successful night bombers of WWII! Now you can celebrate the
landmark 70th anniversary of a true icon of the skies with the perfect tribute – the Lancaster Bomber
Masterpiece Clock is a collectable unique to The Bradford Exchange.

Mastercrafted by hand for authentic detail...

It’s predicted that driverless cars
will account for up to 75 per cent
of vehicles on the road by this time,
according to the Institute of Electrical
and Electronics Engineers.

Astounding quality and unique design – order yours today!

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms ______ First Name: _______________________________
Surname: ___________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________________
Signature: __________________________________________________

Reserve yours today. 3 easy options:
1. MAIL no stamp required, to:

The Bradford Exchange, Reply Paid 86369
Parramatta NSW 2124

or

This anniversary edition is a one-of-a-kind celebration of an iconic aircraft and a legendary pilot.
Arriving with a Certificate of Authenticity, this fine masterpiece is yours for just three interest-free
instalments of only $49.99 – that’s $149.97, plus $14.99 postage and handling, backed by our famous
365-day guarantee. You need pay nothing now. To reserve your edition, simply complete and return the
coupon or go online today at www.bradford.com.au/lwf
Images © iStock.

Clock” for me as described in this advertisement. I understand I need
pay nothing now.

_______________________________________ Postcode: ___________

• Market-first sculpture honouring the fearless Lancaster pilot Guy Gibson’s iconic aircraft, flown
during his command of the famed 617 Squadron.
• Authentically mastercrafted with a gleaming bronze-tone finish – reminiscent of stunning museumquality treasures.
• Mounted on a richly grained and polished wooden base with a precision Quartz movement clock
and indoor thermometer – both inspired by authentic instruments from the Lancaster’s cockpit!
• Clock face inscribed with the stirring 617 Squadron motto of ‘Après Moi, Le Déluge’ (After Me, The
Flood) – a striking reminder of the bomber’s contribution to the acclaimed ‘Dam Busters’ raids.
• Featuring the symbolic laurel wreath of victory, in addition to a brilliant brass-like plaque proudly
commemorating the Lancaster’s service with the RAF!

©2016 The Bradford Exchange Ltd. A.B.N. 13 003 159 617
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PAY NOTHING NOW

✂

For quickest delivery, order online:

426-B3949.01

or

2. PHONE: Toll-Free 1300 725 103

8am-5pm E.S.T Mon – Fri

3. ONLINE at www.bradford.com.au/lwf

quoting promotion code: 87354

Please allow up to 10 business days for delivery. All sales subject to product availability and reservation
acceptance. Credit criteria may apply. Our privacy policy is available online at www.bradford.com.au.
You must be over 18 years old to apply. From time to time, we may allow carefully screened companies
to contact you. If you would prefer not to receive offers, please tick this box. q
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World’s
Best
Brunches
Members Price From

24.95
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RRP From $29.95

Go Travel
Power
Banks
Slim Design
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Go Travel
Double Decker
Bean Pillows

Members Price

23.

95

$

Members Price

Go Travel
Universal Phone Holder

Members Price

6.

24.95

95

$

$

RRP $9.95

RRP $28.95

RRP $29.95

Britax
Car Seat
Kick Mat
Members Price

549.00

Antler
Camden Luggage Set

$

RRP $659.00

Camps 8
The ultimate
camping guide

Lonely Planet
RFID Passport
Protector

Members Price

Members Price

$

$

Korjo
Refillable Travel Kit

$

19.

Members Price

14.

95

RRP $24.95

49.95

95

$

RRP $19.95

RRP $59.95

Members Price

17.95

RRP $19.95

Go Travel
Travel Wallet

$

9.95

RRP $11.95

Korjo
2 Port USB

17.

$

95

RRP from $21.95
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RRP $439.00

Hema
The Kimberley
Atlas & Guide

Members Price

34.

$

95

Antler
Nimbus Luggage Set

RRP $39.95

Members Price

739.95

$

RRP $889.95

Members Price

Lonely Planet
Make My Day

19.99

$

RRP $24.99
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Members Price

369.

$

VISIT THE AANT SHOP, CORNER OF KNUCKEY AND SMITH STREET,
OR ORDER OVER THE PHONE ON 08 8925 5901.

Members Price

Members Price

Britax
Maxi Lite
Car Seat

Catalogue offers valid from 15 September 2016 to 14 December or until stocks last.
Prices are correct at the time of print.

www.aant.com.au
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new car reviews

Kia
Picanto Si

Mazda
CX-9 Touring

Car buyers might be moving to smaller
vehicles, but the smallest type of all – the
micro – isn’t as popular as it once used to be.
To keep the market alive, manufacturers have
been adding value and improving engineering
to compensate for their lack of weight, while at
the same time trying to keep a lid on the price.
Kia has simplified the decision for micro-car
buyers, with its new Picanto, which comes
with just one price tag, and engine and
transmission specification.
VALUE FOR MONEY
Kia’s value-for-money package is about as
good as it gets, with the Picanto priced at
$14,990 for the five-door, four-speed automatic
with a seven-year warranty.
According to Kia, the main Picanto buyers
will be young motorists and retirees who are
scaling down after a lifetime of driving. Both
these groups need all the safety kit they can
get, and the five-star ANCAP-rated Picanto
certainly delivers here. Safety features include
six airbags, and Kia’s version of a stabilitymanagement system, which complements
the car’s electronic stability control, and is
particularly useful when driving in more difficult
terrain conditions.

16

sep 2016

Other standard kit includes rear-parking
sensors, daytime-running lights, front and
rear power windows, Bluetooth connectivity,
manual air-conditioning, a trip computer and
plenty of storage pockets.
DESIGN AND FUNCTION
Although it’s just landed in Australia, Kia has
been selling the Picanto overseas for five years
now, so the design’s not brand new. For a little
car there’s a surprising amount of headroom
and, although it’s generally quite spacious, the
rear seats are best for two adults, rather than
three. Large windows give all passengers good
visibility from the cabin.
Unfortunately the steering wheel doesn’t
have reach adjustment; however, some of the
control buttons are mounted on the wheel, so
ergonomics aren’t too bad.

manufacturer’s stated combined-cycle
fuel consumption figure of 5.3L, it’s an
economical option if you need a vehicle for
short trips and errands. A small turning circle
and electric-power steering makes parking in
this micro Kia a breeze.
SUMMARY
For buyers who are starting their motoring
life or those scaling their driving down, the
Picanto is an affordable and safe option in
this small-car market.

KIA PICANTO Si
POWER
63kW @ 6000rpm
TORQUE
120Nm @ 4000rpm
PRICE RANGE

ON THE ROAD
This micro hatch comes equipped with a
four-cylinder, 1.25-litre petrol engine, which
is coupled with a four-speed automatic
transmission. The engine delivers adequate
power, with the Picanto best suited to
suburban environments. Plus, with a

$14,990 drive-away
FUEL CONSUMPTION
5.3L/100km
CRASH RATING (ANCAP)

WARRANTY
7 years with unlimited kilometres

Mazda has had great success with its smaller
CX-3 and CX-5 SUVs, but it needed a larger,
more competitive option to complete the
range. The outgoing CX-9 suffered from a
reputation as an expensive, petrol guzzler,
but the all-new variant has addressed this
shortcoming. Gone is the thirsty old V6
engine, replaced with a new four-cylinder
model that delivers more power, uses less
fuel, and has a lighter body with more space.
VALUE FOR MONEY
There are four models in the CX-9 range,
starting with the entry-level Sports (FWD)
priced at $42,490 – more than $1000
cheaper than the previous model. Next in
line is the Touring, which is more than $6000
dearer, but is expected to be the volume
seller of the range. The GT is a further $8000
again, and the Azami tops the range at
$59,390. If you’re after a 4WD option on any
of these models, this will set you back an
extra $4000.
In the new-look CX-9, Mazda has focussed
on families, with features like easy access to
third-row seats and plenty of power outlets.

DESIGN AND FUNCTION
Mazda says it normally tries to shave 100kg
off each new model it makes, but the CX-9
weighs in at an impressive 130kg lighter than
its predecessor. This is in spite of an added
24kg for road-noise insulation material
under the front floor, and sound-deadening
glass in the front doors to further increase
cabin quietness.
In keeping with the family-friendly design,
the middle-row seats are able to slide
backwards and forwards, so that the leg
space can be adjusted to accommodate the
changing needs of occupants on each trip. On
the downside, there aren’t any air vents for the
third-row occupants, and there’s only a spacesaver spare wheel.

on-demand system, which considers whether
the wipers are on – so it knows the road’s
wet – and it can measure tyre grip by the
amount of steering effort required to go round
a corner.
SUMMARY
The contemporary styling of the CX-9 has
filled a gap in Mazda’s SUV range, and now
they’ve addressed the shortcomings of the
previous model, the all-new vehicle is bound
to be popular.

MAZDA CX-9 TOURING FWD
POWER
170kW @ 5000rpm
TORQUE
420Nm @ 2000rpm

ON THE ROAD
Mazda’s SkyActive suite of technologies have
been applied to the 2.5-litre, direct-injection
turbocharged petrol engine, resulting in better
torque at lower revs.
To deliver this torque under various weather
conditions, the 4WD-equipped variants use an

PRICE RANGE
$48,890
FUEL CONSUMPTION
8.4L/100km
CRASH RATING (ANCAP)

WARRANTY
3 year/unlimited kilometres

www.aant.com.au
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used car review

Ask an expert…

Honda
Accord
Euro

“What happens if I accidently
put petrol into a diesel engine?”
In the past, diesel engines were usually reserved for 4WDs and trucks,
but nowadays, they’re commonly seen in all types of cars – from
small hatchbacks to large sedans. So the number of people who’ve
accidently put petrol into a diesel car has increased. Maybe it’s a
company vehicle you haven’t driven before or a friend or relative’s car
you’ve borrowed, and – out of habit – you’ve pulled up to the same
pump you always use.

2008

Unfortunately filling a diesel car with petrol is a serious problem that
could damage the fuel delivery and injection system, leading to repair
bills of up to $5000.
There are two things that could happen from here. The first and
best option is that you realise what’s happened before driving off. If
you do, it’s very important that you don’t start the engine or drive the

vehicle. Rather, get it pushed to a parking bay and then towed to
a workshop where the tank can be drained and refilled with the
correct fuel.
The second possibility is that you drive off without realising the
mistake. In this case, the engine may run for a short time but will soon
stop or make loud rattling noises – depending on how much petrol
you’ve put in. Get it towed to a mechanic where the damaged fuel
system will need to be repaired.
Some cars now come with a device that stops you from filling up
with the wrong type of fuel.

Find out more by calling AANT's Technical Advisory Service
on 1300 661 466
Image © iStock.

As the name suggests, the Accord Euro
is designed in line with a typical mid-sized
European sedan, rather than its larger
sibling the Accord. However, this Honda’s
Europeaness ends with its name and style.
While it might be European on the outside,
it’s Japanese underneath. Indeed, the ride
and handling characteristics lean more
towards softer Japanese settings.

PRICE RANGE
Euro $7700–$10,900
Euro Luxury $11,200–$14,900
Euro Luxury Navi $11,000–$14,700

PRICE WHEN NEW
Euro $34,990
Euro Luxury $41,990
Euro Luxury Navi $44,990

AVERAGE KILOMETRES
112,000km

CRASH RATING (ANCAP)
USED CAR SAFETY RATING
GREEN VEHICLE GUIDE RATING

The Japanese-made sedan comes in
three specification levels, with each model
featuring cruise control, electronic stability
control, head and side front airbags,
and automatic climate control with dual
temperature zones.
Moving up the ladder, the mid-range Euro
Luxury comes with front fog lights, xenon
headlights, parking distance control, leather
upholstery, heated front seats and power
front seats and sunroof. The top-of-the-line
Euro Luxury Navi rounds out the pack with a
reversing camera and satellite navigation.
Unfortunately the cabin isn’t very spacious,
and is really only comfortable for four
occupants. That being said, Honda has
made good use of the available space, with
plenty of storage and a wide-opening tailgate
that provides good access to the moderately
sized boot.
Under the hood, the Euro comes with a
2.4-litre engine that’s paired either with a
six-speed manual, or five-speed automatic
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transmission. The latter will probably be
more common in the used-car market as the
manual variant wasn’t a big seller.
To ensure the vehicle runs smoothly, it’s
critical the service schedule is followed –
miss a service and the engine oil will quickly
become sludge-like, which can lead to
significant engine damage and expensive
repairs. So before buying a used Euro, it’s
important to check the service records are
in order.
Overall the Euro has proven to be a reliable
vehicle; however the repair industry tells us
that some have experienced failures with
the alternator and door actuator – the part
in a car’s door that allows it to lock. It’s
also a good idea to check the colour of the
transmission fluid and, if it’s black, it may
require changing, even if it hasn’t reached
the 120,000km replacement recommended
by Honda.
Sometimes described as the Japanese
BMW for its quality and style, the Honda
Accord Euro is well priced, and the level of
equipment is still good by today’s standards.

All car reviews are compiled by AANT Head of Technical and
Automotive and Australia’s Best Cars judge, Mark Borlace.
Prices shown for used cars are approximate dealer retail prices
for vehicles in average-to-good condition. These
prices will vary depending upon vehicle condition and kilometres
travelled. Source – Glass’s guide.
For full range of prices,
contact AANT
Technical Advisory Service
on 1300 661 466.

Automobile Association of the Northern Territory

approved repairers
mechanical repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Centralian Motors
Corner North Stuart Highway
and Dalgety Road
8952 2333
ALICE SPRINGS Peter Kittle Motor Co
46 Stuart Highway
8955 4200
ALICE SPRINGS St John Ambulance
74 Sargent Street
8950 0600
BERRIMAH Hidden Valley Auto Ctr
9 Hidden Valley Road
8947 0060
CASUARINA Ultra Tune
Casuarina Shopping Centre,
247 Trower Road
COCONUT GROVE
Ben’s Automotive Service Centre
47 De Latour Street

PALMERSTON Ultra Tune
3 Muluka Street

8945 2122

8985 5455

WOOLNER Paul’s Service Centre
6 Charlton Court
8941 1322
YARRAWONGA Atic Mechanical Repairs
Shed 2–3, 17 Beresford Road
8932 2002

specialist repairers
ALICE SPRINGS
Trusty Windscreen Service
31 North Stuart Highway

8952 3322

COCONUT GROVE Windscreens Territory
2 Totem Road
8948 1288
YARRAWONGA Top End Windscreens & Tinting
4 McCourt Road
8932 4040

8981 8228

STUART PARK O’Brien Glass
38 Stuart Highway

8931 3411

WINNELLIE Top End Windscreens & Tinting
Unit 1/109 Reichardt Road
8947 4460

STUART PARK Darwin Motor Group
34 Stuart Highway
8946 4444
STUART PARK Brian Turner Automotive
35 Stuart Highway
8981 9191
WINNELLIE NT Auto Repairs
9 Steele Street

WOOLNER Auto Inspection and Road Service
Unit 15/34 Bishop Street
8981 7333

crash repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Andrew Paterson Crash Repairs
49 Priest Street
8952 6360
BERRIMAH Boscato Panel Works
1140 McMillans Road
8984 3137
DARWIN Darwin Crash Repairs
2 Finniss Street

8981 4000

WINNELLIE B & S Body Works
85 Winnellie Road

8947 2251

automotive windscreens

COCONUT GROVE Prompt Auto Repairs Pty Ltd
14 Travers Street
8985 6733
DARWIN All About Mechanical
72 McMinn Street

WINNELLIE Winnellie Auto Centre
370 Stuart Highway
8984 4448

8947 4746

WINNELLIE St John Ambulance Darwin
7 Raphael Road
8922 4435
Terms and conditions apply.
Visit www.aant.com.au for more information.

8923 1600

automatic transmissions
YARRAWONGA Ryan Sherwood Automatics
4618 McEnzie Place
8983 1231

automotive electrician
BERRIMAH
Cooltech Auto Electrical & Airconditioning
4/4 Moo Street
8947 2685
COCONUT GROVE
A&C Automotive Electrics
Unit 1/6 Travers Street
8948 1244

mechanical repairer
categories
1 Engine tune-up
2 Minor engine repair and vehicle servicing
3 Major engine repair
4 Steering and suspension
5 Brakes
6 Electrical
7 Clutch, manual transmission and rear
axle
8 Automatic transmission
9 Air conditioning
Where no categories are shown,
the repairer is approved in all nine.

•AANT Battery Service Centre

•

www.aant.com.au
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Catch me
if you can
The Northern Territory is home to some of the best
fishing in the world. This edition, we look at some of
the best places to wet your line, and how you could
get rich in the process.

W
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ith huge tidal rivers, inland
billabongs, mangrove-lined
estuaries and a picturesque
coastline, the Territory’s vast networks of
waterways offer a variety of first-class fishing.
And with the Territory’s best-known
fish being the barramundi – an aggressive
predatory species noted for its strong runs
and spectacular jumps – barra fishing has
long been a favoured pastime among locals.
But if you needed more of a reason to take
to the water beyond the seamless pairing of a
peaceful day out and that shooting adrenalin
rush when reeling in your catch, the second
season of Million Dollar Fish is set to launch
on 1 October.

DARWIN

With registrations now open, the initiative
will see an impressive 101 barramundi let
loose across the Top End’s waterways, with
100 fish each worth $10,000, and a
single select barra carrying a million-dollar
price tag.

North-east of Darwin, Shoal Bay and
the Howard River are also top barramundi
locations, with boat hire and secure parking
available for a fee. Large barramundi are
regularly caught at ‘The Rock’ in Shoal Bay
during the build-up season.

Registrants will also have the chance to
win a slew of additional prizes, from one of
five NT holidays to a $30,000 Jayco Camper
Trailer or a fishing charter… and much more.
So here’s where to wet your line.

TIWI ISLANDS

Darwin is a well-known fishing destination,
renowned for its pristine coastlines and large
barramundi. The Territory’s capital sits on
a peninsula and is surrounded by seas on
three sides. On the western side is the huge
Darwin Harbour; on its north side is the
Timor Sea; and to its east is Shoal Bay. There
are numerous boat ramps that provide easy
access to these three bodies of water.
Darwin Harbour is a huge mass of water,
a number of times bigger than Sydney
Harbour, making it very easy to find your
own space. It is also a vast network of prime
barramundi habitat.

Bathurst and Melville islands, known as the
Tiwi islands, lie about 80km to the north of
Darwin. There is some great estuary and
blue-water fishing for barramundi on offer.

www.aant.com.au
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To find out more about
the Million Dollar Fish
competition, visit

www.milliondollarfish.com.au

As with most Aboriginal-owned land,
access is not allowed without a permit.
However, recognising the attraction of their
waters for anglers, the Tiwi Land Council and
local traditional landowners have established
streamlined access and permit procedures.
Accommodation includes lodge and safari
tent options and travel is by light aircraft
from Darwin.

KAKADU
Only two and a half hours’ drive from Darwin
is the World Heritage-listed Kakadu National
Park. It has a rich Aboriginal cultural heritage
and much to offer all visitors, including some
excellent fishing. Within the park, the tidal
sections of the South and East Alligator rivers
are easily accessed by sealed roads and
concrete boat ramps. There are dozens of
pristine billabongs on Kakadu’s floodplains,
and plenty of barramundi to be caught at
most of them.
Commercial fishing is banned within the
park, and NT boating regulations apply for
recreational anglers. In addition, the use of
live bait is not permitted; pots, traps or nets,
other than landing nets, are prohibited; and
fish may not be cleaned or filleted within 50m
of any Kakadu waterway.

ARNHEM LAND
For those looking to escape their regular
haunt, Arnhem Land is a fishing haven.
As a visitor to Arnhem Land, the only way
to legally visit and fish much of the area is
through accredited fishing tour operations.
The pristine waters around the Gove
Peninsula and the remote coast and islands
of north-east Arnhem Land have some of the
best tropical sport fishing available anywhere
in Australia.
The region is serviced by the small, tropical
township of Nhulunbuy (Gove), located on
the peninsula. Visiting anglers will find a wide
range of services, including accommodation,
clubs, a range of sporting facilities and plenty
of tours to book, but there are no camping
grounds or caravan parks.

KATHERINE
Katherine, as many local anglers will know, is
a great base for some of the Territory’s best
fishing areas, like the picturesque Victoria
River region to the west, the Daly River to
the north-west, Kakadu to the north-east
and the Roper River and Borroloola region
to the south-east.
The Roper is famous for its barramundi
fishing, which usually takes place east of

Roper Bar, the crossing separating the
saltwater and freshwater sections of the
river. It provides great lure fishing during the
run-off, but you can catch good barra right
through the dry season on live bait.
The legendary Daly River is also a popular
spot to hook yourself a barramundi; it has
been reserved for recreational fishing – no
commercial barramundi fishing is allowed.
The Daly is particularly beautiful, lined with
rainforest and tall paperbarks, many of
which have fallen into the river over the
years and now provide perfect snag habitats
for barramundi.

Find out more about travelling in
the Territory by dropping into the
AANT Shop, calling 8925 5901 or
visiting www.aant.com.au/travel

PREVIOUS FROM LEFT: Sunset at Darwin
Harbor; couple barramundi fishing in
the Top End; termite mounds in Kakadu
National Park.
ABOVE: Katherine Gorge Sunset Cruise.
Image © Northern Territory Tourism, iStock.

BONUS value for
AANT Members!
Book our Top End Out Special for a bonus 25% off the rental rate,
NO one way fee and NO Broome surcharge! Add this to your 10%
Members discount and you’ve got the best deal in town!
Only available for one way rentals out of Broome and Darwin to any other Apollo branch. Book by 15th
October for travel between the 1st November – 19th December 2016.

Travel at your own pace

22

sep 2016

To book or for more information visit www.aant.com.au/Travel/ApolloMotorhome
Discount only available to current AANT Members when booking through AANT. This Top End Out Special is valid for travel
in Australia only. Apollo rental terms and conditions apply. Subject to availability. Not to be used in conjunction
with any other offer. Subject to availability.

15–25 SEPTEMBER

21–22 OCTOBER

Darwin International Film Festival
Deckchair Cinema
Watch the best new films and documentaries
from around the world over eight days at this
international festival. Films to be screened
range from comedy and drama, to foreign
language and Indigenous productions.
www.darwinfilmfest.com.au

Malandarri Festival
Borroloola
In its inaugural year, the Malandarri Festival
celebrates the histories, cultures and stories
of four clan groups living in Borroloola. As well
as dance performances, there’ll be workshops,
markets and activities for the kids.
www.artbacknt.com.au

20 SEPTEMBER–
2 OCTOBER

4–7 NOVEMBER

Alice Springs Festival of Tennis
Alice Springs
This is your chance to watch some of the finest
up-and-coming Australian tennis players right in
your own backyard. Matches include singles and
doubles, and entry is free for spectators.
www.tennis.com.au

29 SEPTEMBER–
2 OCTOBER

Barkly Muster Gold Rush Camp Draft
Jubilee Park, Tennant Creek
Celebrating the rich pastoral history of the region, this annual
muster brings locals and tourists together for a unique
bush experience. There’ll be plenty of live music, and onsite
camping for those who want to make a weekend of it.
Ph 8964 4503

Marrakai Mango Festival
Purple Mango Cafe, Marrakai
Coinciding with the annual Northern
Territorian mango harvest, this inaugural
mango festival is a celebration of the
delicious fruit. The four-day event includes
a quiz night, cocktail party and dinner.
Ph 0407 739 738

4–11 NOVEMBER
Gove Game Classic Fishing Competition
Nhulunbuy Regional Sports Fishing Club
Hook a barracuda, sailfish or marlin in this
gruelling fishing contest in the picturesque
waters of the Arafura Sea. There are more than
40 categories to enter, with $20,000 in prizes
up for grabs.
Ph 8987 1967

1–9 OCTOBER

20 NOVEMBER

Kakadu Bird Week
Jabiru
Home to more than a third of Australia’s bird
species, Kakadu is a bird-watcher’s paradise,
with everything from woodland to water birds.
The program includes classes and workshops, and
caters to experienced and beginner watchers alike.
www.parksaustralia.gov.au

Christmas Saltwater Craft Fair
tactile ARTS, Darwin
Get a start on your Christmas
shopping at this much-loved
festive-season market. There’ll be
more than 80 stalls selling orginal handmade work,
including clothing, pottery, candles and jewellery.
www.tactilearts.org.au

8–15 OCTOBER

2 DECEMBER

Alice Springs Masters Games
Alice Springs
In its 30th year, this annual sporting event –
dubbed the Friendly Games – will continue
on with the tradition of camaraderie and
good-spirited competition, with sports
including athletics, netball and lawn bowls.
www.alicespringsmastersgames.com.au

Christmas Carnival
Alice Springs
Christmas is coming to Alice Springs, with
buskers and entertainers taking over Todd
Mall, Todd Street and the Council Lawns for
an evening of entertainment. There’ll also
be markets, face painting, craft workshops,
and plenty of delicious food.
www.alicesprings.nt.gov.au

Got an event you’d like promoted? Email ntmotor@raa.com.au
Images © Benjamin Bayliss, iStock.
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Take a break!
15%

AANT Members enjoy
OFF the best rate of the day
with Thrifty Car Rental in Australia & New Zealand.

Member favourite - Mitsubishi ASX

Plus save more with these additional Member benefits:
• $5 off per day on protection options
• $3 off per day on GPS hire
• Free additional driver
aant.com.au/thrifty

08 8925 5901

AANT Darwin office

Thrifty is AANT’s preferred car rental partner
Terms & conditions apply. All offers are valid for commenced and completed rentals until 31 December 2016 unless otherwise stated. Must quote AANT Membership number at time of booking and present a valid
Membership card upon reservation & time of collection. 15% discount on best rate of the day, available at Thrifty locations in Australia and New Zealand only. Damage Waiver Premium Protection available at a discounted
price of $22/day or Ultimate Protection at $28/day, both options discounted by $5/day, available in Australia only. Ultimate Protection is capped at 10 days per 30 day rental. New Zealand Protection Options include
Total Protection Package & Accident Excess Reduction, both options discounted by $5/day. For more information on damage waiver products in Australia & New Zealand please speak to a consultant. Additional driver
fee waived for AANT members, offer valid in Australia only. GPS unit hire available at a discounted daily price of $7.70 (Inc. GST) at selected locations in Australia only, usual daily rate is $11 and a capped rental price of
$77.00 (Inc. GST) for a maximum of 30 days rental. Offers are subject to availability & cannot be used in conjunction with any other promotion, special offer or coupon. All car rentals must meet the standard age, driver
licence and credit requirements of Thrifty. All rentals are subject to the terms and conditions of the Rental Agreement. For full terms and conditions go to aant.com.au/thrifty or speak to an AANT Travel consultant.
AANT Travel Pty. Ltd. ABN 45 144 538 803. Lic No TAS025.

