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That’s my insurance.
That’s my AANT.

Since 1963

Insure your home and car with AANT.
To find out more, visit aant.com.au,  
call 8925 5901 or visit us instore.
Insurance is underwritten by QBE Insurance (Australia) Limited ABN 78 003 191 035 AFSL 239545 (QBE). The Automobile 
Association of the Northern Territory ABN [13 431 478 529] AR No. [433569] (AANT) is an authorised representative of QBE.
Read the Product Disclaimer Statement to see if policy is right for you.
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Disclaimer – No responsibility is accepted by the AANT for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements 
in ntmotor. Publication of an advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the AANT of any product, nor 
warrant its suitability. ntmotor DOES NOT ACCEPT UNSOLICITED MATERIAL.

© Copyright Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc. All rights reserved. This material is copyright 
under Australian and international laws. Except as permitted under the relevant law, no part of this work may be 
reproduced by any process without prior written permission of and acknowledgement to the AANT.

Echidna Chasm in the Bungle Bungle Range. 
Image © Alamy.
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SPECTACULAR SAVINGS 
For fashionable eyewear at an affordable price, you 
can’t look past Specsavers. Now, AANT Members 
can access a great range of offers from Australia’s 
leading optometrist, including: 

• 25 per cent off one pair of complete glasses  
 from the $149 range or above;

• 50 per cent off a third pair of glasses from  
 the $199 range or above, including lenses   
 and extra options; and 

• 50 per cent off Driving Tint or DriveWear lenses.

To get these great discounts, all you need to do 
is show your AANT card in any Specsavers store 
Australia wide. For more information, head online to 
www.aant.com.au

COMPETITION WINNERS 
Congratulations to the following AANT competition winners from ntmotor March 2016. 

A Lonely Planet book: C Wilson, Parap
A kid’s suitcase: D Summerell, Gunbalanya
An Antler shoulder bag: M Foster Lau, Leanyer

As the mid-year school holidays approach, 

it’s a good time to look at whether you’ve 

got the right level of AANT Membership. 

If you’re planning a road trip and only 

have Standard cover, you might want to 

consider upgrading so you have access 

to additional extras, such as emergency 

accommodation if your car can’t be 

repaired, and extended towing distances.

Whilst I’m on the topic of membership and 

road trips, the 2015–16 financial year saw 

an increase in the number of members 

taking extended road trips due to cheaper 

petrol prices and the low Aussie dollar. 

The number of members using AANT’s 

Plus and Premium services has increased 

by almost 10 per cent, to approximately 

17,000 call-outs for the year. Membership 

fees have remained unchanged for two 

years now; however, for AANT to continue 

as a viable association, and to allow us 

to continue to offer this valuable service, 

we must pass a small increase on to 

our Plus and Premium members. The 

Standard membership rate will remain 

unchanged. The increase won’t take effect 

until 1 July 2016, so if your membership 

is due for renewal before 30 June, I highly 

recommend that you pay on time to avoid 

the increase. 

As you may have heard by now, AANT has 

started offering insurance to all Territorians. 

This is a major step for us, and it has 

involved training for all staff. I’m very proud 

at how the team has stepped up and taken 

on the extra workload. You can read more 

about this exciting new offer on page six.  

Thank you for your continued membership, 

and please drive safely during the 

upcoming school-holiday period.

David Loy 

AANT President

BY DAVID LOY 
AANT PRESIDENT

in brief insight

When it comes to buying a new car, 

there’s a lot to consider. From fuel 

economy and safety to price and 

performance, the list can be seemingly 

endless and overwhelming when you’re 

in the thick of the buying process. And, 

while it’s something many of us will go 

through at some point in our lives, there’s 

no comprehensive guide of tips and 

tricks to follow. So, this edition, we’ve 

put together a list of some of the most 

common new-car buying mistakes, and 

tips on how to avoid them. Turn to page 

eight to read the article. 

One of the most important things to 

consider when buying a new car is 

insurance. Now, when you’re shopping 

around for the right insurance policy, 

you can pop AANT onto your list. We’re 

always looking for ways to help our 

members, and the new AANT Insurance 

product is just one more example of this. 

But we won’t just insure your car, we 

also offer home and contents, and travel 

insurance too. To find out more about this 

exciting new product, and see how you 

can benefit as an AANT Member, turn to 

page six.  

Also in this edition, we head over to the 

Kimberley (page 20), review the new Ford 

Everest (page 15), and share some advice 

about using generic engine oils sold in 

supermarkets (page 17). As usual, there 

are plenty of great competitions, including 

some great coffee table books up for 

grabs thanks to Territory photographer, 

Paul Arnold. 

Happy reading and safe driving!

Emma Waterman

Editor

BY EMMA WATERMAN 
EDITOR

welcome

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Members are advised that the 53rd Annual General Meeting of the Automobile Association of 
the Northern Territory Inc. (AANT) will be held on Tuesday 25 October 2016.

Pursuant to Rule 29(b)(vi) of the Rules of the Association, members are advised that notice 
of any business which members wish to have dealt with at the meeting must be submitted in 
writing, duly proposed and seconded, before Wednesday 31 August 2016.

Members are further advised that, pursuant to Rule 19(f) of the Rules of the Association, 
nomination for election to the AANT Council must be submitted in writing before  
Friday 29 July 2016.

Copies of the prescribed AANT Councillor Nomination forms are available  
by written request or by telephoning the AANT General Manager on  
(08) 8925 5901.

Member business and election nominations should be addressed to:

AANT President
Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc.
GPO Box 2584
DARWIN NT 0801

It’s been a work in progress for many months, but now we’re excited to launch our 
new-look AANT website. The new site is clear and easy to navigate, with additional 
content, beautiful imagery and a distinctly modern feel. Plus, it’s now mobile friendly, 
so all the AANT information you need is available at your fingertips. 

One of the key functions of the new website is the ability to renew your membership 
online via a secure payment gateway, making the process quick and convenient. 

To accompany our new insurance product, we’ve also introduced My Portfolio, a 
secure area on the site that allows you to keep all your insurance-related information 
under the same roof. Here, you’ll be able to access quotes, vary your insurance and 
update your details. 

To see what we’ve been up to, visit www.aant.com.au 

Territory-based photographer Paul Arnold has spent the last 20 years capturing 
Australia’s countryside. In this three-volume set of coffee table books, Paul shares more 
than 500 images taken in the Territory. The photographs are a culmination of driving 
more than 400,000km of NT roads, and over 900 days camped under the stars in his 
swag. Remember, AANT Members also receive 10 per cent off selected Paul Arnold 
products purchased from his Darwin gallery, or over the phone.

For your chance to win this set of Paul Arnold books,  
write your name, address and AANT Membership Number  
on the back of – or inside – an envelope and post it to: 

WIN a set of Paul Arnold books
Automobile Association of the NT Inc. 
GPO Box 2584 
DARWIN NT 0801

Conditions: The competition commences 13 June with the last mail on 5 August. Total prize pool is valued at $135. Entry is open to all AANT 
Members. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, 
Darwin, at 2pm 8 August 2016. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the 
September 2016 issue of ntmotor, published 12 September. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 
ABN 13 431 478 529.

A SET OF PAUL ARNOLD BOOKSWIN

NEW AANT WEBSITE

FUEL SAVINGS FOR ALICE SPRINGS 
Saving money on fuel is now even easier for AANT Members living in Alice Springs with the 
opening of a new United petrol station. The new station, located in Heavitree Gap, is  
the second place in Alice Springs where members can access the 6c discount off the 
bowser price. 

Thanks to the offer, which launched in May last year, Territorians have saved $460,000, with 
more than seven million litres of petrol purchased during this time. With 13 United locations 
around the Territory, there are plenty of places where you can fill the tank up and keep a little 
extra in your pocket too. 

To find out about other great ways you can save with your AANT Membership, visit  
www.aant.com.au

AANT CELEBRATES 50-YEAR MEMBERS  
AANT has paid tribute to our longstanding members, with a special morning tea held 
at Parliament House. Since launching in 1963, AANT has been a friend on the road to 
thousands of Territorians. Now, with more than 20,000 members, we respond to around 
17,000 call-outs each year, helping with everything from keys locked in cars to providing 
accommodation for members who’ve broken down away from home. The inaugural event 
allowed us to recognise the loyalty of people who’ve been members for 50 years or more, 
and have helped the organisation grow from strength to strength. 

5www.aant.com.au 4   jun 2016



AN AUSTRALIAN MOTORING ATLAS WIN
Whether you’re exploring the Territory or travelling around Australia, a motoring atlas is sure to come in 
handy. This edition, we’re giving ntmotor readers the chance to win a copy of UBD Gregory’s Complete 
Motoring Atlas of Australia. The atlas features detailed city and town centre maps, along with state and 
territory maps. Plus, there’s also national park charts listing facilities, outback motoring trip preparation, and 
Australia-wide touring information.

For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT Membership Number on the back of – or inside 
– an envelope and post it to: 

Conditions: The competition commences 13 June with the last mail on 5 August. Total prize pool is valued at 
$39.95. Entry is open to all AANT Members. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the 
prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at 2pm 8 August 2016. The winner will 
be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the September 
2016 issue of ntmotor, published 12 September. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot 
be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the 
Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

WIN an Australian motoring atlas
Automobile Association of the NT Inc. 
GPO Box 2584 
DARWIN NT 0801

motor news

Here at AANT, we’re committed to 
helping our members in all areas of 
their lives – from technical advice 

and roadside assistance, to discounts on 
groceries and fuel. This is why we’re excited 
to extend the way we can help you save, with 
our new insurance product. 

As a Territory-based company, AANT 
understands the conditions of people living  
in the Territory, which is why we’re in a  
good position to be able to assist members 
with insurance. 

AANT’s CEO, Byron Henderson, says the 
changes are about broadening the ways we 
can help AANT Members and the  
NT community. 

‘Our goal is to make a difference to the 
cost of living in the Territory and providing 
competitive personal insurance is another way 
we are doing this.

‘AANT Insurance demonstrates our 
commitment and willingness to negotiate on 
behalf of our 20,000 members,’ he explains. 

‘We’re committed to providing a diverse 
range of quality products to our members, 
and the new insurance follows on from our 
successful partnership with United Petroleum.’ 

What does AANT insure? 
AANT now provides personal insurance  
for motor vehicles, travel, home and contents, 
and landlords. If you have a boat, caravan 
or trailer, we can help with those items too. 
AANT Insurance is fully backed by QBE 
Australia, a part of the trusted QBE  
Insurance Group.

Who is eligible for insurance? 
All Territorians can access the new insurance 
product; however, there’ll be additional 
benefits for AANT Members. The insurance is 
valid for vehicles and property Australia wide. 

I’m an AANT Member, what added 
benefits are there for me?
While the insurance is available to all 

membership

After more than 50 years of providing 
roadside assistance to members, AANT  
is branching out to offer even more 
benefits to Territorians.  

Clever cars 
The all-new Audi A4 is the first car in the world to come 
equipped with Exit Warning, an intelligent system that warns 
motorists when cyclists or other vehicles are approaching 
from behind. The innovative technology scans the road and 
footpath, warns occupants of any approaching traffic and 
lets them know when it’s safe to open the door. If a hazard 
is detected, custom high-performance LED lights blink and 
light up red. The warning feature remains in place for about 
three minutes after the ignition is switched off. It’s hoped the 
feature will help reduce the number of cyclists who are hit 
by car doors.

Images © Autonews, Northern Territory Government.

Commemorative number plates
To commemorate the 75th anniversary of the bombing of Darwin and the Territory’s 
involvement in the Second World War, AANT is selling 999 commemorative number 
plates. All proceeds from the specially designed and manufactured number plates will 
be donated to Legacy NT, to care for families of incapacitated and deceased veterans 
in the Northern Territory. 
The exclusive number plates are part of a joint venture between AANT and the 
Northern Territory Government, and are just one of the many initiatives of the Territory 
Remembers program. The two-year program, culminating on the 75th anniversary of 
the bombing of Darwin in February next year, includes a range of educational events 
and a community grants program. Number plates are on sale for $150 and are available 
to purchase until 27 February 2017. 
To order yours visit the AANT Shop, call 8925 5901, or for more information, visit  
www.territoryremembers.nt.gov.au 

AANT  
launches insurance!

Territorians, AANT Members receive up to 
10 per cent off each of their policies. But it 
doesn’t stop there. In fact, our multi-policy 
discount means the more insurance policies 
you have with us the more you can save. 

Once you have one insurance policy, you’ll 
receive 10 per cent off every subsequent one. 
On renewal, the multi-policy discount also 
applies to your first product. These bundling 
discounts are available to all members, but 
only apply to renewable products – essentially 
anything except travel insurance. 

For more information or to get a quote,  
visit www.aant.com.au/insurance, call 
8925 5901, or drop into the AANT Shop. 

Insurance is underwritten by QBE Insurance (Australia) 
Limited ABN 78 003 191 035 AFSL 239545 (QBE). 
The Automobile Association of the Northern Territory 
ABN [13 431 478 529] AR No. [433569] (AANT) is an 
authorised representative of QBE. Please read the 
Product Disclosure Statement and consider if the 
insurance product is right for you. 

For more information visit
NT.GOV.AU

Vehicle registration and 
reminders made easy
Download the free NT REGO app to your 
smartphone/tablet for a faster and easier way to 
pay your rego and receive renewal reminders.

Motorists will be able to directly import cars from overseas, under 
proposed changes to Australian laws.
The new laws would allow motorists to bypass car dealers and 
personally purchase new vehicles and motorbikes from foreign markets.
According to the Australian Automobile Association, the changes have 
the potential to give consumers greater choice, drive down car prices 
and increase competition within the Australian market. However it’s 
unlikely that base-model cars will be brought in; instead, expensive 
luxury and sports cars will be the probable target.
Under the proposal, consumers would be limited to importing a car 
once every two years and the vehicle must still comply with comparable 
Australian standards. They must also be less than 12 months old, have 
less than 500km on the odometer and,  
most importantly, have a right-hand- 
side steering wheel. Currently, Japan 
and United Kingdom are the main  
countries that meet our standards.  
The proposed changes will be  
discussed in parliament later this  
year and, if passed, will come into  
effect from 2018. It’s not yet clear  
how things such as warranties  
and safety recalls will be handled  
under this do-it-yourself model. 
 

More choice for car buyers

did  you know? Australia’s first drive-in  opened in the Melbourne suburb of Burwood on  18 February 1954. 

www.aant.com.au  76   jun 2016



Car-buying mistakes
Getting a new car is exciting, but it can be easy to get caught up in the buying 
euphoria. Here are nine new-car buying mistakes and how to avoid them. 

NOT DOING 
YOUR HOMEWORK 
Nowadays, there’s a mountain of 
information, comparisons and reviews 
available at the click of a button, so doing 
your own research is easy. Basically, why 
wait for a salesman to tell you about a 
car’s features, when you can get impartial 
advice elsewhere? 

Make a list of what you want and need 
in a new car and look for models that tick 
those boxes. Remember, you can call 
AANT’s Technical Advisory Service on 
1300 661 466 for expert advice.

Top tip: Determine your budget early 
and research the cars within that range 
before you visit the dealership. 

RUSHING
Urgency is your enemy, as it puts the 
power into the dealer’s hands. Visit 
multiple dealerships so you can speak to 
more than one person about the price and 
– even when you’ve found an offer you 
like – don’t be afraid to tell the salesperson 
you’ll think about it. They may offer you a 
once-off deal to buy then and there, but 
removing yourself from the pressure and 
hype could actually help you see more 
clearly. Plus, you’ll probably be able to 

negotiate a similar bonus when you return. 
Also, take a friend for moral support and 
to get a dispassionate opinion of the car. 
They may be able to offer a reality check if 
you get caught up in the excitement. 

Top tip: As the buyer, remember you 
have the upper hand – there’ll always be 
cars on the market and people who want 
to sell them to you. 

FEATURE CREEP
‘Feature creep’ is the tendency for optional 
bells and whistles to suddenly seem like 
absolute essentials in the buyer’s mind 
– usually thanks to a very persuasive 
salesperson. If you’ve decided you’re 
happy with cloth seats, for example, don’t 
be talked into a leather upgrade unless it’s 
within your budget. Furthermore, optional 
extras – like rustproofing, extended 
warranties or paint and fabric protection 
– often aren’t worth the money or are 
cheaper elsewhere.

Top tip: Stick to your budget and your 
list of what you actually want. 

TEST DRIVE FAILURE
The test drive is critical, so don’t feel like 
you need to rush. Make sure you try a 
range of manoeuvres to get a feel for the 
vehicle in different scenarios. For example, 

perform a U-turn, try reversing, and test 
driving on back streets and main roads. If 
possible, drive to places you’d normally go 
and, if you use child seats, make sure you 
can fit them easily.

It’s also important to test drive a car 
that has the same – or very similar – 
specifications to the model you want; 
there’s no point testing a top-of-the-
range variant with a different engine and 
suspension if you’re actually looking to buy 
the base model.

Top tip: Aim for a 20-minute test drive 
that covers a range of driving experiences.

NOT UNDERSTANDING 
THE PRICE
In 2009, laws were introduced to ensure 
all compulsory charges associated with 
a new car – like dealer fees, registration 
and stamp duty – are included in the 
advertised drive-away price. So, the price 
you see slapped across the windscreen 
of a new car might be the worst case 
scenario. For example, it’ll likely be based 
on the most expensive rego costs in the 
country or could include costs that relate 
only to business buyers. 

Keep in mind that while it says 
‘driveaway’ price, you’re certainly still able 
to negotiate. 

Top tip: Make sure you ask for an 
itemised quote to find out what you’re 
really paying for and remember you 
can negotiate.

Image © Getty.

motoring
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NOT READING 
THE PAPERWORK
It might seem boring, but the paperwork 
is critical. Read everything before signing 
and question anything that’s missing or 
seems off. Also make sure any deposit 
you’ve paid is captured in the contract. 
A purchase deposit may commit you to 
buying the car and may be non-refundable; 
however, a holding contract may simply 
ensure a vehicle’s not sold to someone 
else. As there’s no set amount for a deposit, 
it’s important both parties are clear on the 
terms.

Also, ask when they expect your car 
will be ready for pick-up and write on the 
contract that it’s subject to delivery by 
that date.  

Top tip: Only sign on the dotted line when 
you’re completely satisfied and keep a copy 
of the contract. 

FINANCE AND INSURANCE
Most dealers now provide car loans and 
insurance at the time of purchase, and this 
is actually where they make a big chunk of 
their money. While it might seem like you’re 
saving time by sorting everything out at 
once, proceed with caution. 

As dealerships are partnered with only 
one financial provider, your options will be 
limited and you might not be getting the best 
features and benefits for your money. 

What’s more, depending on the loan, you 
may actually be paying more overall. For 
example, instead of paying interest on just 

the car, you could be bundling the cost of the 
car, registration, insurance and other fees, 
and paying interest on the combined total! 

Also, make sure you’ve organised 
insurance before picking up your car – we’ve 
heard plenty of stories from members 
who’ve collected their brand-spanking-new 
wheels, only to be involved in a crash on the 
way home.

Top tip: Get quotes from a range of lenders 
before visiting the dealership to find the best 
financing and insurance options for you.

THE COMPLIANCE PLATE TRAP
All cars come stamped with a build  
date and a compliance plate. The difference? 
The former tells you when a vehicle was 
actually manufactured; the latter signifies 
when it was certified for sale in Australia – 
usually a few months later. 

The value of your car will be based on the 
build date – not the compliance date – so 
make sure this is the same year as the model 
you agreed to buy. 

If it’s not, you could you be paying more for 

a car that should be valued lower, and you’ll 
lose money when you sell the car down the 
track, as it will have depreciated more than 
you thought.

Top tip: Check the build date, which is 
located under the bonnet, and ensure the car 
is priced accordingly.

NOT CHECKING THE CAR
When you get your vehicle, inspect it closely 
to make sure there aren’t any faults – if you 
don’t notice something then and there, 
making a claim later could be difficult. Also 
ensure the car is the model you agreed on 
and meets the specifications you purchased.

Top tip: Even though you’re getting a 
brand new car, it’s still important to check 
that everything’s in order and that there 
aren’t any scratches before driving off the lot. 

Need help buying a new car? 
Members can call AANT’s free 
Technical Advisory Service on 
1300 661 466 for advice.

Image © iStock.

Hyundai Awards

2015 LIGHT CAR2015 SMALL CAR < $35,000
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motoring

As an AANT member you’ll get 10% off* a wide range of parts, accessories and lubricants.

And if some Repco Know How is what you need, our friendly, expert staff are always ready 
to share their knowledge to help you get the job done. Repco has over 90 years of motoring 
Know How supplying parts, accessories and advice to millions of Australian drivers and 
motoring professionals. So if it’s time to change your oil or give your 
car a little extra care get into Repco. 

www.repco.com.au

*  Excludes discounted and catalogue lines, automotive, marine & deep cycle 
batteries, transmissions, engines & cylinder heads, satellite navigation 
equipment, gift cards, combo deals and trade purchases. Store stock only.

10% OFF* AT REPCO EVERY DAY!

498933

DON’T FORGET TO SHOW 
YOUR CARD & SAVE.
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Visit the  
AANT Shop
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HEMA
Playing Cards
(assorted designs)

Go Travel
Travel Blanket

Korjo 
Headphone splitter

$129.95
Members Price

RRP $189.95

 $3. 00
Members Price

RRP $4.20

 
$13.55
Members Price

RRP from $15.95

 
$7.  95

Members Price

RRP from $9.95

 $14.95
Members Price

RRP $16.95

Go Travel
Acustrap
Motion Sickness

Go Travel
Carry Clip

Blackwolf
Backpack
(various colours)

 $12.55
Members Price

RRP $13.95

$12.55
Members Price

RRP $13.95

$39. 95
Members Price

RRP $49.95

NEW

Marco Polo
Guide Books
(various)

Attach extra bags to the outside
of any bag or suitcase.

 $6. 95
Members Price

RRP $7.95

Business 100
Ultimate travel
companion

9

Lonely Planet
“Best of”

Logical
Sewing Kit

VISIT THE AANT SHOP, CORNER OF KNUCKEY AND SMITH STREET,  
ORDER OVER THE PHONE ON 08 8925 5901 OR SHOP ONLINE AT 
WWW.AANT.COM.AU

Catalogue offers valid from 15 June 2016 to 14 September or until stocks last.
Prices are correct at the time of print.

$19.95
Members Price From

RRP From $55.95

Go Travel
Fragrance
Dispenser

$17.95
Members Price

RRP $19.95

$11.99
Members Price

RRP $14.99

Korjo

$12.95
Members Price

RRP $14.95

$29.95 $4.95 $25.95
Members Price Members Price Members Price

RRP $34.95 RRP $5.95 RRP $29.95

Antler - Bedarra Bag  
Members Price

RRP $69.95

$59.95

Little Beetle 
Children’s back packs

Lonely Planet
Assorted
Children’s 
books

9

NEW

Go Travel
Power
Banks

Range 

of sizes

Compression storage bags

Available
as

cross body
or

shoulder 
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The Everest is Ford’s shot at the serious off-
road SUV market and, although it’s a great 
effort, it mightn’t be enough to get people out 
of their Toyota Prados. 

VALUE FOR MONEY 
Everest’s three-model range starts with the 
Ambiente, priced at $54,990, and peaks at 
$76,990 for the Titanium, which will push the 
budget of a lot of buyers. The whole range 
is reasonably well equipped, including the 
complete suite of airbags for all rows. 

Running and repair costs are a bit dearer 
compared to other large SUVs, and this is 
partly due to an exhaust additive – AdBlue – 
that needs to be added to the engine to keep 
the diesel emissions in check.  

DESIGN AND FUNCTION 
The Australian-designed Everest is built 
in Thailand and sits on the Ford Ranger 
platform, hence its rather tall stance.

The entertainment touchscreen is easy to 
read and use; however, the Everest’s digital 
instrumentation on the dash is busy and 
takes some getting used to. 

The roomy SUV will take a camping load 
and five people to the outback with ease; but 
if you’re travelling with seven people, luggage 
space will be compromised. The seating 
comfort is good for all occupants, except 
those in the hard-to-get-to third-row seat, 
where the foot room is marginal.  

ON THE ROAD 
There’s only one engine in the range, 
the 3.2-litre, five-cylinder turbo-diesel 
engine paired with a six-speed automatic 
transmission. This package delivers adequate 
power for overtaking on country roads, as 
well as quick getaways at city traffic lights. 
Unfortunately the diesel engine is quite noisy 
at idle speed and, although it’s not so bad 
once it gets moving, it’s certainly no  
class leader.

The Everest is well behaved off-road and 
the full-time 4WD drivetrain is fitted with Ford’s 
Terrain Management System, which allows 
drivers to select from three off-road modes: 
snow and mud, sand and rock. Rounding out 
the off-road package is hill-start and descent 
assistance, which allows the SUV to wade 

POWER

143kW @ 3000rpm

TORQUE

470Nm @ 1750–2500rpm 

PRICE AS TESTED

$76,990

FUEL CONSUMPTION

8.5L/100km 

CRASH RATING (ANCAP)

  

WARRANTY

3 year/100,000km

new car reviews

Kia   
Sorento

FORD EVEREST TITANIUM 

through up to 800mm of water. The short 
turning circle is a welcome addition and helps 
minimise the number of three-point-or-more 
turns that other SUVs need in a shopping 
centre car park.

SUMMARY 
Ford has entered a market dominated 
by Toyota for off-roaders, and European 
manufacturers for city-living SUVs. Although 
it’s a competent vehicle, the premium price 
may work against it.

Kia has targeted the booming SUV market 
with the bigger and better-built Sorento – a 
compelling value proposition for those looking 
for an SUV-come-people-mover.

VALUE FOR MONEY 
Pricing for the Sorento starts from $40,990 for 
the entry-level Si and goes up to $55,990 for 
the top-of-the-line Platinum model. While price 
tags across the range have increased, the 
new Sorento is well equipped with standard 
features, including a sat-nav system, reversing 
camera, front and rear parking sensors and 
a seven-inch colour LCD touchscreen. The 
cruise control switches and audio system 
controls are mounted on the steering wheel.

For added value, Kia has included an 
industry-leading seven-year warranty. Even if 
you don’t keep the vehicle this long, it will make 
selling the car easier.

DESIGN AND FUNCTION 
The Sorento ticks all the boxes for a family 
looking for a vehicle in this competitive 
category: usable space, practical design and 
comfort. At 95mm longer than the outgoing 
model, seating comfort and space for all seven 
positions is close to best in class, which is to 

be expected as the Sorento shares the same 
platform as Kia’s Carnival people mover.

There are air-conditioning vents for all three 
rows of seats, cup holders galore, plus three 
12-volt power outlets and two USB outlets for 
charging electronic devices. 

Side curtain airbags for all rows help the 
Sorento gain a five-star ANCAP rating. Indeed, 
the third-generation Sorento is currently rated 
as the safest SUV in Australia, with an ANCAP 
score of 36.62 out of 37. Disappointingly, 
however, even the range-topping models don’t 
offer autonomous emergency braking.

ON THE ROAD 
Under the hood, you can opt for either a 
3.3-litre V6 petrol or 2.2-litre diesel engine. 
Annoyingly, the fuel gauge played up during 
our testing, so we’ve had to rely on published 
consumption figures of 9.9L/100km for the 
petrol and 7.8L/100km for the diesel. 

All variants come with a six-speed automatic 
transmission and the power delivery is 
adequate for a vehicle in this category. The 
level of cabin noise is better than the outgoing 
model. In fact, it’s as quiet as the best in class 
– significant given we tested the diesel variant. 

POWER

147kW @ 3800rpm

TORQUE

441Nm @ 1750–2750rpm

PRICE AS TESTED

$45,085 (plus on-road costs)

FUEL CONSUMPTION

7.3L/100km (combined cycle)

CRASH RATING (ANCAP)

 

WARRANTY

7 year/unlimited kilometres

Ford   
Everest

KIA SORENTO Si DIESEL

With its Australian-tuned suspension, 
the all-new Sorento drives and steers with 
the ease of a smaller car and is much 
more refined than its predecessor. Plus, 
some customisation of the car’s driving 
characteristics can be made via the Drive 
Mode Select system.

SUMMARY 
Kia’s quality has come of age with the 
Sorento – a value-laden SUV that’s very 
practical and comfortable to live with.
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It’s now common to see generic bottles of engine oil available at 
places like your local supermarket. While these oils may seem like 
a significant cost saving compared to the types sold at specialised 
automotive stores, unfortunately they might not be of the standard 
your car needs. 

Choosing the right oil will help you achieve optimal engine 
performance and even prolong the life of your car. However, opt 
for the wrong one and it could increase engine wear and corrosion, 
leading to expensive and inconvenient repairs. It’s better to fork out a 
bit extra to get the correct type of oil than be faced with a hefty repair 
bill if something goes wrong. 

So how can you tell if the cheaper bottle you’ve spotted on 
the supermarket shelf is right for your car? All you need to do is 
check your owner’s manual. It will specify the type of oil you need 
– conventional mineral based, synthetic or synthetic blend – as well 

“Can I use the generic engine oils 
sold at my local supermarket or 
hardware store?” 

Ask an expert…

Find out more by calling AANT's Technical Advisory Service  
on 1300 661 466

motoring

WOOLNER Auto Inspection and Road Service 
Unit 15/34 Bishop Street 8981 7333 

WOOLNER Paul’s Service Centre 
6 Charlton Court 8941 1322

YARRAWONGA Atic Mechanical Repairs  
Shed 2–3, 17 Beresford Road 8932 2002

specialist repairers 
automotive windscreens
ALICE SPRINGS 
Trusty Windscreen Service 
31 North Stuart Highway  8952 3322

COCONUT GROVE Windscreens Territory 
2 Totem Road  8948 1288

YARRAWONGA Top End Windscreens & Tinting 
4 McCourt Road 8932 4040

STUART PARK O’Brien Glass 
38 Stuart Highway         8923 1600

WINNELLIE Top End Windscreens & Tinting 
Unit 1/109 Reichardt Road        8947 4460

automatic transmissions
YARRAWONGA Mick Taylor Automatics 
4618 McEnzie Place 8983 1231

automotive electrician
BERRIMAH  
Cooltech Auto Electrical & Airconditioning 
4/4 Moo Street  8947 2685
COCONUT GROVE  
A&C Automotive Electrics• 
Unit 1/6 Travers Street  8948 1244 

crash repairers 
ALICE SPRINGS Andrew Paterson Crash Repairs  
49 Priest Street  8952 6360

BERRIMAH Boscato Panel Works 
1140 McMillans Road 8984 3137

DARWIN Darwin Crash Repairs 
2 Finniss Street 8981 4000

WINNELLIE B & S Body Works 
85 Winnellie Road 8947 2251

mechanical repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Centralian Motors 
Corner North Stuart Highway  
and Dalgety Road        8952 2333

ALICE SPRINGS Peter Kittle Motor Co 
46 Stuart Highway         8955 4200

ALICE SPRINGS St John Ambulance  
74 Sargent Street       8950 0600

BERRIMAH Hidden Valley Auto Ctr  
9 Hidden Valley Road 8947 0060

CASUARINA Ultra Tune 
Casuarina Shopping Centre,  
247 Trower Road 8945 2122

COCONUT GROVE 
Ben’s Automotive Service Centre 
47 De Latour Street 8985 5455

COCONUT GROVE Prompt Auto Repairs Pty Ltd 
14 Travers Street         8985 6733

PALMERSTON Ultra Tune 
3 Muluka Street 8931 3411

STUART PARK NT Automotive Group 
34 Stuart Highway 8946 4444

STUART PARK Brian Turner Automotive 
35 Stuart Highway 8981 9191

WINNELLIE NT Auto Repairs 
9 Steele Street 8947 4746

WINNELLIE St John Ambulance Darwin 
7 Raphael Road 8922 4435

WINNELLIE Winnellie Auto Centre 
370 Stuart Highway 8984 4448

Automobile Association of the Northern Territory 

approved repairers

mechanical repairer  
categories
1 Engine tune-up
2 Minor engine repair and vehicle servicing
3 Major engine repair
4 Steering and suspension
5 Brakes 
6 Electrical
7 Clutch, manual transmission and rear 
axle
8 Automatic transmission 

9 Air c onditioning

Where no categories are shown, 
the repairer is approved in all nine.

•AANT Battery Service Centre

as the viscosity of the oil (essentially how thick the lubricant is). For 
example, many modern cars require full synthetic, low-viscosity oil 
with a range of additives, detergents and lubricants. While more 
costly, it helps minimise wear and vehicle emissions, and maximises 
overall fuel economy. But remember, unless your car actually calls for 
a higher-grade synthetic oil, there’s not much point paying extra.

We recommend checking your car’s oil level once a month, as 
some vehicles may need topping up between services. As for how 
often your oil needs to be drained, you should refer to your owner’s 
manual; however, as this is a more complex task, it’s best left to  
the professionals.

Terms and conditions apply. Visit www.aant.com.au for more information.

The 1.5-litre engine is available with either 
a continuously variable transmission (CVT) 
or five-speed manual. The CVT is the better 
unit of the two as it seems to be trouble free, 
makes better use of the power available and 
is marginally more fuel efficient. 

While the Colt can technically seat five 
people, it’s actually more comfortable as 
a four seater, particularly when luggage is 
thrown into the equation. The Colt is a city 
car, and its steering, suspension and handling 
characteristics reflect this. Plus, with a three-
star ANCAP rating, it’s probably best to stick 
to lower-speed environments.

Most Colts will have just come out of their 
five-year warranty, so any issues should 
have already been fixed by the factory. The 
90,000km service is costly – around $650 
for the manual transmission and $850 for the 
automatic – so check to see if this service has 
been done. 

All car reviews are compiled by AANT Head of Technical and 
Automotive and Australia’s Best Cars judge, Mark Borlace.
Prices shown for used cars are approximate dealer retail prices 
for vehicles in average-to-good condition. These  
prices will vary depending upon vehicle condition and kilometres 
travelled. Source – Glass’s guide.  
For full range of prices, 
contact AANT  
Technical Advisory Service  
on 1300 661 466. 

Mitsubishi’s boxy Colt was quirky looking 
when it was released, and seven years down 
the track, it’s still an acquired taste. The 
Colt wasn’t a big seller in 2009, particularly 
in comparison to Mitsubishi’s more popular 
Lancer. However, now that it’s selling at half 
to a third of the original price, a used Colt is  
decent value.

The entry-level ES variant has smaller 
14-inch alloy wheels, and the convenience 
of central locking, plus power windows, 
steering and mirrors. The sportier VR-X 
has 15-inch alloy wheels, a six-stacker CD 
player, fog lights, a leather steering wheel, 
sports seats and a rear spoiler. It’s good to 
be aware that the Colt only comes with a 
space-saver spare wheel, which seems odd 
as wheels on vehicles in this class aren’t 
particularly big, so it should be reasonably  
easy to accommodate a full-size option in 
the boot. 

Overall, the standard safety offering is 
basic, so look out for models that were 
purchased with the optional safety pack, 
which adds side and curtain airbags. Of the 
three variants available, the range-topping 
Ralliart was the only one to include Electronic 
Stability Control; however, Mitsubishi didn’t 
sell huge volumes of this car, so you may be 
hard pressed finding one in the used market. 

 

PRICE RANGE
ES (manual) $5300–$7400
ES (CVT) $5500–$7800
VR-X (CVT) $6200–$8700

PRICE WHEN NEW
ES (manual) $15,740
ES (CVT) $17,740
VR-X (CVT) $18,490

AVERAGE KILOMETRES
97,000km 

CRASH RATING (ANCAP) 

GREEN VEHICLE GUIDE RATING

Mitsubishi
Colt   
2009 

used car review
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oakshotels.com

Oaks Élan Darwin

*Offer valid for selected properties only. AANT members must show discount card at time of check in. Offer will not be matched over the phone. All bookings 
must be made via oakshotels.com for discount to apply. Subject to website availability. Offer may not be available on blackout dates and/or peak event dates. 
Cancellation policy is per selection on website at time of booking. OAK1668

1. Go to oakshotels.com
2. Select your Oaks hotel
3. Enter your dates
4. Enter the promo code ‘AANT’
5. Enjoy your savings!

For further information please call 13 62 57.

Oaks Hotels & Resorts, in conjunction with AANT, are offering  
a special discount on accommodation for you and your guests.

To book visit oakshotels.com and enter 'AANT' in the  
‘Corporate/Group/Promo Code’ section of the Reservations panel

Oaks is now in Darwin and are  
delighted to be offering AANT  
members an exclusive discount  
for their next stay!

10% OFF  
the best  

available rate for  
all room types 

DAR1668 NT Motor Mag FP 210x 297mm.indd   1 19/02/16   10:00 AM

Got an event you’d like promoted? Email ntmotor@raa.com.au

23 JULY    
Miss Muddy
Hidden Valley Motor Complex  
A fun run like no other, Miss Muddy is a 
female-only obstacle course and mud 
festival. Open to women of all fitness levels, 
the 5km course features foam, colour 
cannons, monkey bars and wall climbs.  
www.missmuddy.com.au

29 JULY–14 AUGUST   
Advocate Art Award 
Araluen Arts Centre  
First held in a carport more than 30 years  
ago, this annual award celebrates a rich  
range of art produced in Central Australia.  
The exhibition showcases work from new  
and established artists.  
www.caasinc.wordpress.com

15–24 JULY   
Darwin Fringe Festival 
Various locations 
This open-access community arts 
festival is a lively mix of art, music, film 
and performance. The fringe provides a 
platform for independent artists to perform 
and audiences to discover their work.  
www.darwinfringe.org.au

12–14 AUGUST  
desertSMART Eco Fair 
Arid Lands Environment Centre 
Be inspired and exchange ideas with 
like-minded people at Central Australia’s 
premier sustainability event. Workshops 
and skillshares touch on everything from 
energy and water to food and transport.  
ecofair.org.au

29 JULY–1 AUGUST   
Desert Harmony Festival  
Tennant Creek 
The major community event for the 
multicultural Barkly region celebrates 
everything from art and dance to film and 
spoken word. The theme of this year’s event 
is ‘Healthy Eating, Healthy Living.’ 
www.desertharmonyfestival.com

13 AUGUST    
Old Timers Fete 
Old Timers Village, Alice Springs 
Browse an assortment of second-hand 
books, knitted goods and other knick-
knacks at Alice Springs’ largest fete. 
Tasty homemade treats will be hard  
to pass by.   
Ph 8952 2844

26–28 AUGUST   
Uluru Astronomy Weekend   
Yulara 
Coinciding with National Science Week, this star-gazing 
weekend offers you the chance to learn more about astrology 
from some of the world’s leading experts. The program 
includes discussions, demonstrations and markets.  
www.ayersrockresort.com.au

20 AUGUST     
Henley-On-Todd Regatta 
Todd River Bed 
Experience a boat race of a different kind and 
watch as competitors race bottomless vessels 
through the dry Todd River bed. Now in its  
55th year, the event is a world-famous  
tourist attraction.  
www.henleyontodd.com.au

what’s on NT

Images © Miss Muddy, Desert Harmony Festival, Henley-On-Todd Regatta, Ayers Rock Resort, iStock.

15–16 JULY  
The Katherine and District Show 
Katherine Showgrounds 
From dog jumping and dressage to 
horticulture and baking, this annual 
Katherine event has everything you’d 
want from a community show.   
www.katherineshow.org.au

14 AUGUST 
Top End Gran Fondo 
Darwin 
This long-distance, timed cycling event 
is the longest of its kind in the Territory, 
and is open to competitive, amateur and 
recreational cyclists. Participants can 
choose from a 120km, 60km or 3km event.   
www.topendgranfondo.com
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travel

There’s a lost-world feel to the 
Kimberley, and it’s not just because of 
its remoteness. Everything is big, or 

weird, or both – like the bloated boab trees 
plonked randomly across the savannah. It’s 

a place of ancient mountain escarpments 
and wild rivers, of deep, dark gorges and 
raging waterfalls. Even Broome with its 
modern facilities is just an outpost, a blip of 
civilisation on the edge of a vast wilderness. 

This is where people come for a fortnight and 
stay for a year, having fallen for a lifestyle that 
couldn’t be more different than their daily 
routines at home in the ’burbs. 

There are few places I’ve toured that 

are so rich with exhilarating thrills. When 
the sun rises above the narrow crevice of 
Bunyip Chasm in the Bungle Bungle Range, 
the 200m high walls glow a fiery orange. A 
flight over the range’s massive honey-pot 
domes will forge memories that will long 
outlast the souvenir T-shirt. Strolling beneath 
the towering limestone cliffs of Windjana 
Gorge, you’ll find yourself just metres away 
from crocodiles basking at the edge of the 
waterhole. Sure, they’re only the freshies 
and not their monstrous estuarine cousins, 
but it’s still a long way from the perils of the 
off-leash dog park at home. Down the track 
at Tunnel Creek, the watercourse has carved 
out a cavern through the Napier Range. I’ve 
heard it’s not uncommon to see a croc at the 
tunnel entrance, just before you plunge into 
the darkness and waist-deep water.  

Cocktails and crocs 
A trip to the Kimberley has everything from dramatic gorges and toothy crocs, to 
lustrous pearls and beachside cocktails. We take you on a tour of some of our 
favourite spots. Story: John Pedler

I saw nothing, but somewhere in the 
gloom I heard a strange barking sound, 
and I’m fairly sure that no one had brought 
a cocker spaniel along. 

Some years ago, during a trip to the 
Kimberley with my mates, our tinnie was 
swamped by a wave and sank. The three 
of us managed to swim to a tiny island 
where we spent the night on a shell grit 
beach. Back at camp, our remaining 
friends alerted nearby fishermen that 
we’d failed to return, and just before noon 
the following day we were rescued. Now 
maybe that’s not for everyone – and nor 
does it have to be. There are plenty of 
competent boatmen in the Kimberley 
and, although it’s one of Australia’s truly 
wild places, there’s a broad selection 
of less gritty accommodation on offer. 

You can choose to erect a tent beside a 
cool tropical stream or spend a couple of 
nights at El Questro’s luxury clifftop retreats 
overlooking the Chamberlain River. When it 
comes to entertainment, off-roaders will revel 
in bone-rattling treks to remote beauty spots 
like Mitchell Falls, while others will prefer a 
tour of the cocktail menu as sunset dazzles 
Broome’s glorious Cable Beach. 

Broome is a major drawcard for Kimberley 
travellers, and for good reason. The famous 
white sands of Cable Beach are washed 
by the clean turquoise waters of the Indian 
Ocean. To the south, the red rocks of 
Gantheaume Point provide the sort of 
colour contrasts that leave photographers 
breathless. A camel ride along the beach at 
sunset, is just the thing to ready the appetite 
for a seafood feast at a beachside eatery. 
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Show Your Card & Save

Show Your AANT  
Membership Card & Save
At Specsavers, AANT Members can now choose from a range of great offers, including 25% 
off one pair of glasses complete with standard single vision lenses from the $149 range or 
above*. Simply head in to your nearest Specsavers store and show your Membership Card.

*Price complete with standard single vision lenses with scratch resistant coating. Multifocals and bifocals also available at an extra cost. Extra options not included. Price 
for other lens types may differ. Price correct at time of print. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer including 2 pairs for 1 low price. Valid auto club card must 
be presented at time of purchase.

travel

A KORJO TRAVEL PACK  WIN
Korjo’s huge range of travel accessories are designed to help travellers have a more comfortable, safe 
and convenient trip. And, their essentials travel pack is sure to come in handy for your next adventure. 
The pack includes a travel pillow with a sleeping mask, money belt, designer lock, analogue alarm clock, 
luggage tag and Lonely Planet’s Travellers’ Tips book. This edition, we’ve got one of these nifty travel 
packs up for grabs for a lucky ntmotor reader. 

For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT Membership Number on the back of – or 
inside – an envelope and post it to: 

WIN a Korjo travel pack
Automobile Association of the NT Inc. 
GPO Box 2584 
DARWIN NT 0801

PREVIOUS PAGE, CLOCKWISE: El Questro 
Homestead; sunset in the Kimberley; riding 
camels on Cable Beach. 
ABOVE: Mitchell Falls; Bungle Bungle Range; 
catamaran on Cable Beach.

 
Images © El Questro, Getty, iStock.

Beer lovers will likely head for Matso’s 
Brewery, housed in the atmospheric digs 
of the old Union Bank building. Matso’s 
brews traditional styles like pale ale and dark 
lager, but they’re renowned for more unique 
flavours like ginger, chilli and mango – what 
can’t mangos do?

On my last trip to the north-west, I took a 
day tour from Broome to Willie Creek Pearl 
Farm. This is a red dirt road and sand track 
adventure and, if you don’t have your own 
4WD on hand, it’s a great way to experience 
the Kimberley bush while somebody else 

does the driving. The farm sits in an estuary, 
where the shallow water is a much paler 
blue than the sea, and it’s in this clean 
environment that the Pinctada maxima oyster 
thrives. It was a great insight into the pearling 
industry and, if you’re looking for a career 
change, you might be interested to know 
that an expert pearl technician – the scientist 
who seeds the oyster – can earn about half a 
million dollars a season. 

Back to ‘the tinnie incident’... we packed 
our vehicles and clunked our way back up 
the rocky hill, and away from the coast. I was 

relaxing aboard the ute, upon which we’d 
carried the doomed vessel, when my friend 
Jim turned to me and said, in what I believe 
was a conciliatory tone, ‘well at least we 
didn’t have to load the boat’.  

Conditions: The competition commences 13 June with the last mail on 5 August. Total prize pool is valued at 
$34.95. Entry is open to all AANT Members. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the 
prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at 2pm 8 August 2016. The winner will 
be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the September 
2016 issue of ntmotor, published 12 September. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot 
be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the 
Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.
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