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Go west
TAKE A ROAD TRIP
THROUGH WA
Keep your vehicle on the road
Simple maintenance tips

SAFETY THROUGH THE AGES
See how car technology
has evolved

Product Safety Recall
To Subaru owners,
Since it was announced that Subaru vehicles were part of the global Takata airbag inflator recall, Subaru Australia has
been working diligently to contact owners and replace all affected inflators as quickly as possible.
In Australia, a total of 282,971 Subaru vehicles are subject to this recall and as of November 30, 2018 we have already
permanently rectified over 176,000 vehicles. For all remaining affected vehicles, there continues to be a risk to the
vehicle occupants, in the event of an accident that results in the front passenger-side airbag inflator deploying.
Affected Subaru vehicles include Forester (Model Years (MY)2009-2013), Impreza including WRX/WRX STI
(MY2004-2007, MY2008-2014), Liberty/Outback (MY2004-2009, MY2010-2014), Liberty Exiga (MY2010-2014) and
Tribeca (MY2007-2013).

What is the issue?
Affected Subaru vehicles contain a passenger-side front
Takata airbag inflator that is subject to a MANDATORY
SAFETY RECALL issued by the Australian Government
following an investigation in which the ACCC concluded
that certain Takata airbag inflators are faulty and could
kill or seriously injure occupants of the vehicle.
As the inflator gets older, a combination of high
temperatures and humidity can affect airbags with the
fault. If the vehicle is involved in a collision, the airbag
can go off with too much explosive force, causing metal
shrapnel to shoot out and kill or seriously injure people
in the vehicle.

Subaru Impreza MY06-07 shown.
SHARP METAL FRAGMENTS
FLY AT HIGH SPEED

TOWARD YOU AND YOUR
PASSENGERS. THIS COULD
CAUSE SERIOUS INJURY
OR DEATH.

Important: Only the passenger-side front Takata airbag inflator in
affected Subaru vehicles is subject to the Mandatory Safety Recall.

What to do next?
We are asking all Subaru owners to check if their Subaru remains affected and if so, to urgently contact a Subaru
Service Centre to arrange for the airbag inflator to be replaced free of charge.
Subaru owners can see if their vehicle is affected by entering in their vehicle’s details at subaru.com.au/takata-recall
or by contacting our dedicated Recall Contact Centre on 1300 550 994 (Monday - Friday 8am - 8pm AEST and
Saturday 8.30am-5pm AEST. Closed Public Holidays). Our Contact Centre will also be able to assist if you need help
in another language. If you are deaf, or have a hearing or speech impairment, contact us through the National Relay
Service by calling 1800 555 660 and ask for 1300 550 994 or visit relayservice.gov.au.
Please note that any replacement airbag installed in the vehicle following a previous collision or other incident may
also be faulty. It is critical that you urgently contact a Subaru Service Centre to arrange for the airbag to be checked
and, if faulty, to be replaced.
We also ask that you urge any friends, family or colleagues that own a Subaru vehicle, to please check to see if their
Subaru is affected, and if so, to take urgent action.
Customer safety is our number one priority so we thank you for your understanding and support.
Yours sincerely,

Colin Christie
Managing Director – Subaru Australia

See productsafety.gov.au for
Australian product recall information
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welcome

in brief

TRAVEL BARGAINS GALORE

BY J ER EM Y R O C HOW

E D IT OR
I have fond memories of road trips. I’d
cram into the back seat of my family’s
red Nissan Pintara wagon with my
brother and sister as we travelled across
the country to faraway locations. We’d
play I-spy for hours, count the animals
roaming roadside, or simply peer out
the window at the stunning Australian
landscape rolling by. I still love jumping
in the car with friends, cranking some
tunes and going on a road trip.
I believe everyone should experience at
least one driving holiday in their lifetime
– you’ll miss so much spectacular
Australian scenery if you take a plane.
That’s why ‘Go west’ (p20) features a
driving tour of Western Australia that’ll
see you visit stunning destinations like
the Pinnacles in Nambung National Park
and Ningaloo Reef.
Whether you’re hitting the road from
Darwin to Alice Springs or just cruising
around town, safety is a priority at AANT.
‘Car safety: Past, present and future’ (p6)
explores some of the quirkier car safety
technology that has been trialled in the
past 100 years, before looking at what
features you might find in the future.
If you’re looking to make your current
car as safe as possible, it’s best to
perform regular check-ups to ensure
it’s roadworthy. Our guide on how to
routine check your car (p9) lists a few of
the simple maintenance tasks you can
perform each month to make sure your
car is in working order every time you hit
the road.
Happy reading.

Looking to book a holiday in WA or a tour through North Queensland? Maybe you’re
trying to find accommodation in Tasmania or want to see a show in Melbourne.
AANT can now help you with all these enquiries in one easy online location. Launched in
December, the AANT’s domestic travel portal provides Territorians with a one-stop shop
for the best-priced accommodation, tours and activities.
There are plenty of options with 5000 hotels, resorts and activities available to travellers.
Special deals and added bonuses will be available on occasion, with AANT members
receiving a five per cent discount on all accommodation and selected tours and
experiences when they use the promo code aant5off.
That’s not all though – AANT plans
to expand its travel portal again,
offering global packages in the
near future.
Visit aant.com.au/travel
to find out more.

NUMBER PLATE PROCEEDS
DONATED TO LEGACY
To commemorate the 75th anniversary of the Bombing of
Darwin, the NT Government – in partnership with the Automobile Association of the
Northern Territory (AANT) – released 999 specialised number plates for sale in 2016 as part
of the Territory Remember Program.
Over a 12-month period the Bombing of Darwin number plates raised more than $60,000 for
Legacy NT.
Due to the success of the program, another batch of number plates was released, raising
almost $12,000 which was donated to Legacy NT in February this year – 77 years since the
bombing of Darwin. AANT CEO Anthony Hill said it was fantastic to see so many people
support the initiative and purchase the number plates.
“Some of our members were in Darwin when the bombing happened, and it gave us great
pleasure to be able to give back to those men and women who defended or assisted with the
protection of the Northern Territory,” Mr Hill said.

HAVE YOUR SAY
AANT, in conjunction with the Australian Automobile Association (AAA), will campaign
ahead of the 2019 federal election for greater investment in the safe, affordable and
efficient transport that Australians expect.
Soon, you’ll be able to have your say by completing the ‘Take Action’ form on the
AANT website. For more information and to find out when the form will be available,
email info@aant.com.au

COMPETITION WINNERS
Jeremy Rochow
Editor

Congratulations to the following AANT competition winners from ntmotor wet season 2018:
Travel Accessories pack: V. Wilson, Larapinta
Polaroid camera pack: B. Readett, Winnellie
Lonely Planet pack: A. Murphy, Alice Springs
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insight
THE SECRET LIFE OF SPIDERS
Have you ever wondered how spiders see through their eight eyes, or why they make silk?
Now you can find out. AANT is proudly partnering with the Museum and Art Gallery Northern
Territory (MAGNT) to bring you the Spiders exhibition, developed and toured by the Australian
Museum and Questacon – The National Science and Technology Centre.
The exhibit, which opened in December, will satisfy all your arachnid curiosities, giving you
an insight into every aspect of a spider’s life. You can view live spiders and 200 additional
specimens, including deadly funnel-webs, redbacks and giant tarantulas.
As part of the exhibition, MAGNT are holding Spider zookeeper talks every Wednesday to
Sunday at 10.30am where you can ask any spider questions you might have.
If you’re looking for something a little more hands-on, immerse yourself in the interactive
exhibits. You can ‘hold’ a virtual wolf spider in your hand or challenge a colourful peacock
spider to a dance-off. If you’re brave enough, you might even want to step into the web of a
net-casting spider and have your photo taken.
MAGNT is open every day from 10am to 5pm. The Spiders exhibition is on until 28 April.
Admission fees apply. Adult tickets are available at concession rate for AANT members.
To find out more, visit magnt.net.au/spiders

B Y DAV I D LOY

A A NT P RES I D E N T
If you haven’t already booked your Easter
holidays, I encourage you to have a look
at the new AANT travel portal on our
website. Inside, you’ll find an extensive
range of accommodation and tours from
around Australia, and AANT members
receive an additional discount, so make
sure you read on to get the promo code
or call the friendly staff at AANT to book
your holiday.
With the federal election just around
the corner, we are working closely with
the Australian Automobile Association
(AAA) to ensure motorists have a say
at a local level about the changes and
improvements we expect on our roads,
motoring affordability and safety.
We’ll soon launch a ‘My Money. My
Transport’ campaign to promote a ‘Take
Action’ form on our website. The form
is for Territorians to have their say about
our roads and motoring. Please keep an
eye out for further information about the
campaign – it’s important that as many
people as possible participate and have
a say.

WIN

A CAMPING PACK

The rain clouds are clearing in the north, and central Australia is beginning to cool down,
making it the perfect time to hit the road and go camping. This camping pack would be
perfect for your next trip. It includes an Australian Road & 4WD Handy Atlas,
Mini SiteLight BioLite and Coleman Party Circle Cooler.
For a chance to win, enter online at aant.com.au

If you are venturing away over Easter,
now is a good time to look at upgrading
your AANT membership. A Premium
membership covers more of life’s
everyday motoring challenges, giving you
complete peace of mind wherever you are
in Australia.
From everyone at AANT we wish you a
safe and happy Easter.

IMAGE: © Jürgen Otto.

David Loy
AANT President
Conditions: The competition commences 12 March, 2019 and ends with the last mail on 12 June, 2019. Total prize pool is valued at $84.85. Entry
is open to all AANT Members. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14
Knuckey Street, Darwin, 2pm on 17 June. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published
in the September 2019 issue of ntmotor, published 9 September 2019. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in
conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promotor is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street,
Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

www.aant.com.au
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Past, present and future
From the good to the bad and the downright bizarre, we take
a look at the evolution of car safety technology over the years.
Some gadgets are still used today while other life-saving
features are yet to enter the mainstream market. The rest are
probably better left in the time machine.
Words: Lauren Ferrone
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The pedestrian
cow-catcher

Back
in time
They don’t make ’em like they used
to – well, that’s one way to put it. From
the device designed to literally scoop up
pedestrians to prevent them being crushed
under a car, to the ‘magical’ safety paint so
fluorescent it could apparently prevent car
crashes, there were a lot of bizarre safety
features that (thankfully) didn’t take off.
When cars were first introduced at
the beginning of the last century, they
had to have someone walk in front of the
vehicle, waving a red flag to warn other
people in the area, so the car didn’t scare
the horses. We’ve found a few other
interesting safety methods from way
back when.

Don’t let the name fool you – this gizmo
had little to do with herding cows. Invented
by the O’Leary Fender Company in 1907,
the pedestrian cow-catcher was essentially
a metal frame attached to the bumper of a
car. With the press of a button, the driver
could lower the device to the ground just
before the unfortunate event of colliding
with a pedestrian.
Why it failed: Fender apparently decided it
wasn’t the prettiest addition to their cars.

Tyres that light up
This invention wasn’t such a bright idea
after all. Introduced in 1961, Goodyear’s
illuminated tyres comprised some 18
lightbulbs (now that’s a scary thought
in itself). They were said to be a useful
alternative to brake lights and indicators.
Why it failed: These dazzling tyres were
more of a flashy car accessory than a
safety feature. Traction wasn’t the best —
the tyres were slippery in wet weather and,
rumour has it, some even melted if the
driver pressed too hard on the brakes.

Child seat – or mat?
Before child safety seats, there was a sheet
of steel you could plop your kid onto, on
the floor of the backseat – no buckles, no
straps. Don’t worry, it came with a foam
pad for extra cushioning.
Why it failed: Let’s just say we aren’t
surprised this 1969 invention didn’t take
off, for obvious reasons.

A really good paint job
There’s paint that can protect against UV
rays, but one that can prevent car crashes
sounds almost too good to be true.
That’s because it is. American automotive
entrepreneur Malcolm Bricklin claimed his
car paint acted as an “impact avoidance
enhancer” (his words, not ours). In layman’s
terms, bright-coloured cars are more visible
on the road and, therefore, there’s less
chance of crashing. Right? Wrong.
Why it failed: In 1975, Bricklin
manufactured his own car called the
SV-1 which was sold in bright green and
orange. The car was only on the market
for a couple of years before it went into
receivership. Need we say more?

www.aant.com.au
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The pedestrian cow-catcher.

We’ve come a long way since the late
’60s and early ’70s, when indicators and
seatbelts were the most innovative safety
additions in cars.
What once sounded like something out
of a sci-fi film is now the norm. Today, most
new vehicles come equipped with radars
and cameras to detect when pedestrians
and other vehicles are in a car’s path,
and some can even steer you in the right
direction if you drift out of your lane.
The first fully electronic anti-lock
braking system, also known as ABS, was
developed in the late ’60s to help stop
aircrafts skidding on slippery runways.
It was designed to help pilots maintain
some steering ability and avoid skidding
while braking.
Car manufacturers applied the
technology to road vehicles about a
decade later. Back then it was an optional
extra in some luxury cars; today all new
cars come equipped with ABS. In fact,
independent vehicle advocate ANCAP
defines ABS and electronic stability control
(ESC) – an anti-skid braking system – as
critical safety features.
If the car suddenly swerves, there is
the risk it can skid out of control. ESC
senses what is going on with the car and
brakes individual wheels to bring it back
into control. ESC was made mandatory
in all new cars sold in Australia from
November 2011.
Some car makers were already ahead
of the game, like Mercedes-Benz which
introduced ESC as standard equipment in
1999. The German automotive giant found
that the life-saving technology reduced
driver-error related crashes by 42 per cent.
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ABS brakes.

New research by ANCAP this year
showed that older cars were one of the
main contributors to road crashes. The
study compared the crash results of two
vehicles – a 1998 Toyota Corolla with no
airbags, ABS or ESC, and a 2015 model
equipped with these safety features
and more.
The findings revealed the driver of the
older model would suffer fatal head trauma
in a crash, while the person behind the
wheel of the newer model would walk away
with minor leg injuries.
Shocking as the results are, the
research proves safety technologies in
new cars have come a long way. These
cars don’t have to come at a premium
price either, with it becoming common
practice to include these features as
standard inclusions.

The future of driverless cars?

Looking
forward
It might be some years before you see
a child sitting alone in a moving vehicle
with their eyes glued to the latest gaming
gadget, but is the future closer than
we think?
Some cars already help you
parallel park, and automatically brake
if they get too close to another vehicle.
Autonomous vehicles will feature new
safety technologies we wouldn’t have
imagined possible.
Despite advancements in car safety
over the years, there are still a lot of
new technologies to trial. Cars could
have technology that detects and maps
where everyone is on the road so they
avoid collisions.
Who knows, illuminated tyres might
even make a comeback. If they do, we’re
guaranteed to spot them a mile away.

IMAGES: Getty, iStock, Shutterstock.

Here
and now

how to

HOW TO:

routine check your car
Performing a simple car maintenance check once a month can
help keep your car on the road and out of the workshop.

1 Tyres
Schedule a time you’ll remember – maybe the first or last day of the
month – to check the pressure and condition of your tyres, including
the spare. Look for cuts or wear, and make sure there’s at least
1.5mm of tread.

2 Engine oil
Use your vehicle’s dipstick to check oil levels once a month – and
before a long journey – and top up if needed. Remove the dipstick,
wipe it, then push it all the way in and wait a second. Withdraw the
stick and check the level.

3 Windscreen
Keep an eye out for stone damage, and if you spot any chips get
them repaired as quickly as possible. If left, chips can get bigger, will
be harder to repair and could obscure your vision. Police could also
pick you up for having a defective windscreen.

4 Lights
Check all your lights, including indicators,
reversing lights, brake lights and fog
lights. Look out for blown bulbs and
cracks, or dirt on the lenses.

5 Coolant
Only check the coolant level when the engine’s cold, otherwise liquid
could spurt out and potentially cause serious burns. First, check the
plastic overflow bottle which will have high and low line markings
printed on the side – the ideal level is halfway between the two.
Next you’ll want to check the level at the radiator pressure cap. The
coolant level should be near the top of the neck.
If necessary, top up the system using the recommended coolant or
water. Avoid mixing types, as they can turn into a jelly-like substance
and clog the cooling system.

IMAGES: iStock, RAA.
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Mid-size

bargai
Our car comparison series pits some of the most
popular vehicles on the used-car market against one
another to help find the perfect fit for you.
This edition, it’s the battle of the
medium-sized cars under $16,000.

A

s Australian motorists’ love affair with large sedans
waned and their adoration shifted towards similar-sized
SUVs, those who didn’t want to join the large-car arms
race have been increasingly choosing from a myriad
medium-sized cars that are cheaper to run.
Read on to see which of the popular sellers from 2012 are great
value bargains on today’s used-car market.
The four cars featured in this edition have something to offer every type
of motorist, whether it’s cheap running costs, safety, style or sportscar handling.
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The competitors

TO Y O TA
CA M RY
A LTIS E 2012
2500cc
2.5L petrol
6-speed auto
Price range
$7900–$11,100
Price when new
$30,490
Fuel economy
7.8L/100km
Average km
93,000

Toyota Camry Altise 2012: The Camry is
solid and reliable and is the low-risk, no-brainer
decision for those who want a car for everyday
use and fuss-free driving. Motorists who want
more from their car need to look at the other
three contenders.
Hyundai i45 Active 2012: The Hyundai is a
good-looking vehicle that had a shortish model
run, so it’ll be harder to find in the pre-loved
car world.
Mazda6 Touring 2012: This car was popular
when new, so there’ll be lots of good Mazda6
vehicles out there for those looking for a proven
all-rounder.
Subaru Liberty 2.5i 2012: The Liberty has family
car functionality and liveability, but with sportscar handling and great safety credentials.

What’s hot
If your main concern is how running a car will
drag on the household budget, the Camry and
i45 are perfect for you. If safety tops your list of
‘must haves’ then the Camry and Liberty are the
go, as they achieved five stars in this year’s Used
Car Safety Rating. The Liberty’s active safety
equipment makes it an even safer pick for drivers.
When new, the Mazda6 and the Subaru
Liberty were the dearest of the four vehicles, and
they also had the most standard features. The
Mazda6 is probably better value as the Liberty
has depreciated a fraction more than the other
cars. However, if you like to drive for the sake
of driving, the Liberty is as much at home on
twisting Adelaide Hills roads as it is on rough
country lanes. Its legendary symmetrical all-wheel
drive is at the heart of this design and gives it an
edge over the rest.

What’s not
Toyota’s styling hasn’t been its forte in the
past, but this is offset by the manufacturer’s
reputation for reliability. Perhaps more annoying
for some motorists is the fact the Camry is the
only car of the four to have a foot-operated park
brake. We hear the Hyundai i45 is more reliant
than most on keeping to servicing schedules,
and in 2014 there were some sudden engine
failures, possibly caused by oil contamination
or starvation. There have been some complaints
about early Mazda6 models for overheating,
which were later diagnosed as a faulty fan
module. If you’re looking at purchasing a
Mazda6, check the fans work when the engine is
at operating temperature.

www.aant.com.au
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M A Z D A6
TO URI NG
20 1 2

Subaru owners have reported leaking head-gasket issues, with a lack
of maintenance being one possible cause. As the Liberty is an allwheel drive, tyre wear can be a problem, particularly if regular wheel
alignment, balance and rotation are neglected. The constantly variable
transmission can cause an excessive delay when selecting drive
or reverse from park. Subaru states motorists should
only expect a maximum delay of
1.5 seconds. If the delay is any longer,
this issue should be checked before
you hand over any cash.
The Subaru, Toyota and Mazda
may also be part of the Takata airbag
recall, so check any car you’re
thinking of buying on the
ismyairbagsafe.com.au website.

2500cc
2.5L petrol
5-speed auto
Price range
$11,400–$15,200
Price when new
$33,450
Fuel economy
8.7L/100km
Average km
93,000

The value package
The base-model Camry Altise is cheaper to buy and run than the
other three vehicles, giving it the foundation of a good-value package
for people looking for a basic car.
At the other end of the scale, the Subaru Liberty 2.5i has
depreciated the most. It also has the highest servicing costs and
second-highest fuel consumption, so you need to make sure this is
factored into your buying decision.
The Mazda6 has retained the most value over the past few years
and has the best list of standard features as well, which will help it
retain its value in the future.
Typical of most Korean cars, the i45 came with a long warranty
when it was new. This often equates to regular servicing and ensures
little faults have been tended to before it hits the used-car market.
That said, a perfect service history is a
must for any of these cars. You should
check a car’s logbook regularly and
S UB AR U
avoid purchasing any vehicle that has
LIB ERT Y 2 . 5 i
missed services.
2012

2498cc
2.5L petrol
CVT
Price range
$9900–$13,500
Price when new
$34,990
Fuel economy
8.4L/100km
Average km
93,000

HY UNDA I i 45
A CTIV E 2012
1988cc
2L petrol
6-speed auto
Price range
$7400–$10,400
Price when new
$28,590
Fuel economy
7.9L/100km
Average km
93,000

The drive
All four cars are competent on the
road, but the Subaru Liberty – with its
symmetrical all-wheel drive system and
Lineartronic CVT stepless auto – has a
dynamic, safe feel. The engine provides
plenty of power for the city and cruising,

but may labour a little during open-highway overtaking manoeuvres.
The i45 was one of the first Hyundais to get suspension that
was developed for Australian roads, and provides a good ride and
handling on most surfaces. On the flip side, its engine is the smallest
and least powerful of the group, so if towing will be part of its duties,
you may need to look to Mazda or Subaru.
Mazdas have a handling pedigree that underpins everything from
the MX5 down, and the Mazda6 is no slouch on the road. With
good dynamics and handling, it finishes the closest to the Liberty for
driving enjoyment.

The final word
None of these vehicles have critical flaws that would stop you buying
them, and although they’re a similar price and size, each has its own
strengths. The Camry is the car for everyday use and fuss-free driving
in the long term. The i45 has great looks, the Mazda6 is the best allrounder, and the Liberty is for those motorists who like a sportier edge
to their driving.
A winner in this group is hard to pick, but the well-rounded
Mazda6 probably gets it by a nose to the Subaru Liberty, with the
Toyota Camry and Hyundai i45 tying for third.
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Show Your Card & Save

IT’S EASY TO
SAVE 10%*
EVERYDAY
AT REPCO.
Simply show
your card & save

Book an eye test online
*10% off applies to full retail price. Cannot be used in conjunction with other offers. Excludes
catalogue, advertised and discounted lines, transmissions, engines, cylinder heads,
satellite navigation devices, gift cards, combo deals, automotive, marine or deep cycle
batteries, and trade purchases and equipment. Discount does not apply to purchases from
the Repco Authorised Service Network. Available in-store and online.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
To obtain the benefits under the AANT Show Your Card & Save program,
members must show their membership card in a participating retail
outlet, or quote their member number if transacting via phone or
internet, at the point of payment to the relevant benefit provider for
goods or services provided. It is the responsibility of the member
to ask for the Show Your Card & Save benefit at the point of
payment. The AANT gives no warranty in relation to any goods,
services or information provided by Retail Partners participating
in the program. Participation in the AANT Show Your Card &
Save program is subject to the full Terms and Conditions of the
program, which can be obtained from the AANT Shop, 2/14
Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800. Any offers extended under the
program are subject to availability and subject to the Terms and
Conditions imposed by Show Your Card & Save Partners and will
not be redeemable for cash or kind. Any benefits provided to the
member cannot be transferred, assigned, sold or otherwise
retained. For AANT Show Your Card & Save enquiries,
phone 08 8925 5901 or visit aant.com.au

www.aant.com.au
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Comprehensive vs
third party: Which car
insurance is right for you?
Let’s face it, choosing car insurance can be complex, so having all
the facts before you make a decision is important.

1. Comprehensive
Comprehensive insurance is the highest level of cover. It includes
accidental damage, fire and theft, and damage to other people’s
cars and property. The cover extends to anyone driving the vehicle.
When purchasing comprehensive insurance, you can choose to
receive the market value or agreed value of your car if it’s written
off. The market value is what we calculate it’s worth at the time

of the crash. Choosing an agreed value means you’ll have a higher
premium but you’re guaranteed to receive the fixed amount if your car
is written off.

2. Comprehensive – nominated driver
Comprehensive nominated driver offers all the benefits of standard
comprehensive cover, but for two named drivers only. The drivers must
be at least 30 years old. This can help reduce the cost of your cover.

3. Third party only
Third party only will cover damage to other people’s cars and property,
but not your own vehicle.

4. Third party fire and theft
Third party fire and theft offers all the benefits of third party only, with
additional cover if your car is stolen or damaged by fire. It doesn’t cover
any other damage to your car.

For information about car insurance from AANT, speak to a
consultant on 8925 5901 or visit
aant.com.au/motor-insurance/car-insurance

Disclaimer: Insurance is underwritten by QBE Insurance (Australia) Limited ABN 78 003 191 035 AFSL 239545. Automobile Association of Northern Territory Incorporated
ABN 13 431 478 529 AR 433569 is an authorised representative of QBE. The information on this website has been prepared without taking into account your objectives,
financial situation or needs. You must decide whether or not it is appropriate, in light of your own circumstances, to act on this advice. You should ensure you obtain and
consider the Product Disclosure Statement for the policy before you make any decision to acquire it.
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The insurance policy you choose might depend on a range of
factors, including the protection you want, how much your car is
worth and whether you’re travelling long distances.
Understanding the difference between comprehensive and third
party insurance will help you avoid unexpected costs and provide
you with peace of mind.
Firstly, all car owners are legally required to have Compulsory Third
Party (CTP) insurance. CTP insurance provides personal injury
cover should you cause a motor vehicle accident resulting in the
injury or death of others. If your car is registered – which it should
be – you’ll already have CTP. However, CTP doesn’t cover the cost
of damage to anyone’s vehicle or property.
If you’re looking for further cover, there are numerous insurance
options available. Take your pick from the following.

That’s my insurance.
That’s my AANT.
Insure your home and car with AANT.
To find out more, visit aant.com.au,

call 8925 5901 or visit us instore.

Insurance is underwritten by QBE Insurance (Australia) Limited ABN 78 003 191 035 AFSL 239545 (QBE). The Automobile
Association of the Northern Territory ABN [13 431 478 529] AR No. [433569] (AANT) is an authorised representative of QBE.
Read the Product Disclaimer Statement to see if policy is right for you.

Since 1963

Visit the
AANT Shop
EW

N

Member Price

$110.00

Sea to Summit BioLite
Solar panel 5 plus

RRP $130.00

Sea to Summit
Bio-Sitelite with
USB Adaptor
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Sea to Summit
Bio-Kettle Pot

Member Price

$79.95
RRP $99.95

Member Price

$49.00
RRP $59.00

Camelbak
Chute Mag Stainless
Water Bottle

Member Price

$39.95
RRP $49.95

Urbanlite
Mega Decker
Trolley Bag

Member Price

$165.00
RRP $185.00

Sea to
Summit
Drilite Towel
Large

Member Price From

$24.95
RRP $34.95

Camelbak
Eddy Kids
0.4L Water
Bottle

Korjo Cabeau
Fold ‘N’ Go Blanket
Blue and black

Member Price

Member Price

$24.95

$19.95

RRP $29.95

RRP $24.95

Coleman
Party Circle
Cooler

Korjo
Adaptor Set
USA,
Great Britain
& Europe

Member Price

Member Price From

$19.95

$18.95

RRP $24.95

RRP $21.95

Pacsafe
Metrosafe
Compact
Shoulder Bag

Sea to
Summit
Toiletry Cell

LS140

Large

Member Price

Member Price

$89.00

$29.95

RRP $99.00

RRP $34.95

VISIT THE AANT SHOP, CORNER OF KNUCKEY AND SMITH STREETS,
OR ORDER OVER THE PHONE ON (08) 8925 5901.
Catalogue offers valid from 15 March 2019 to 13 September 2019 or until stocks last.
Prices are correct at the time of print.

www.aant.com.au
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Ask an expert…

We’ve all got behind the wheel at one time or another when we’ve
felt under the weather. But have you ever thought about just how
dangerous it could be?
An ill-timed ‘achoo’ can result in a sniffly motorist, driving at 60km/h,
closing their eyes for about three car lengths. There are, however, a
few precautions you can take to ensure a swift sneeze doesn’t end
in disaster.
Always leave enough room between your vehicle and the one in front to
avoid a rear-end crash. If you’re travelling at 60km/h, you should be at
least three seconds (about eight car lengths) from the vehicle in front –
the faster you’re travelling, the further that distance should be.

Ideally, you’d be able to pull over if you think you might sneeze, but
that’s not always possible. Blow your nose before you begin driving to
minimise the chance of sneezing while you’re on the road.
If you’re suffering from hayfever symptoms – like watery eyes,
headaches and drowsiness – your driving performance could be
impacted, so it might be best to consider whether you need to get
behind the wheel at all. If you’ve got something more serious, like the
flu, you should be at home.
Have a burning question related to cars or motoring? Have a chat to
AANT’s Technical Advisory Service on 1300 661 466.

Automobile Association of the Northern Territory

approved repairers
mechanical repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Peter Kittle Motor Co
46 Stuart Highway
8955 4200
ALICE SPRINGS St John Ambulance
74 Sargent Street
8950 0600
BERRIMAH Hidden Valley Auto Ctr
9 Hidden Valley Road
8947 0060
CASUARINA Ultra Tune
Casuarina Shopping Centre,
247 Trower Road

WINNELLIE St John Ambulance Darwin
7 Raphael Road
8922 4435
WINNELLIE Winnellie Auto Centre
370 Stuart Highway
8984 4448
WOOLNER Auto Inspection and Road Service
Unit 15/34 Bishop Street
8981 7333

•

YARRAWONGA Atic Mechanical Repairs
Shed 2–3, 17 Beresford Road
8932 2002

automotive electrician
COCONUT GROVE
A&C Automotive Electrics
Unit 1/6 Travers Street

diesel specialist
WINNELLIE
Diesel Injection Service NT
3/4 Roni Court

8945 2122

COCONUT GROVE Prompt Auto Repairs Pty Ltd
14 Travers Street
8985 6733

specialist repairers
automotive windscreens

DARWIN All About Automotive
72 McMinn Street

8981 8228

PALMERSTON Ultra Tune
3 Muluka Street

8931 3411

ALICE SPRINGS
Trusty Windscreen Service
31 North Stuart Highway

8952 3322

STUART PARK Darwin Motor Group
34 Stuart Highway
8946 4444

COCONUT GROVE Windscreens Territory
2 Totem Road
8948 1288

STUART PARK Brian Turner Automotive
35 Stuart Highway
8981 9191

YARRAWONGA Top End Windscreens & Tinting
4 McCourt Road
8932 4040

•

WINNELLIE Automotive Solutions
166 Coonawarra Road
8984 4555

STUART PARK O’Brien Glass
38 Stuart Highway

WINNELLIE NT Auto Repairs
9 Steele Street

WINNELLIE Top End Windscreens & Tinting
Unit 1/109 Reichardt Road
8947 4460

8947 4746

Terms and conditions apply. Visit www.aant.com.au for more information.

8923 1600

•AANT Battery Stockist

8948 1244

8984 3803

crash repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Andrew Paterson Crash Repairs
49 Priest Street

8952 6360

BERRIMAH Boscato Panel Works
1140 McMillans Road

8984 3137

DARWIN Darwin Crash Repairs
2 Finniss Street

8981 4000

WINNELLIE Fair Trade Autos
107 Winnellie Road

8900 7689

STUART PARK Palmerston Smash Repairs
8 Presley Street

8981 8402

IMAGE: iStock.

“What should I do if I sneeze
while I’m driving?”

travel

Go west
From Cervantes to Ningaloo, Western Australia shines bright.
Words: Clair Morton

T

he term Wild West was coined to describe America’s
colonial frontier, but perhaps it’s better suited to
Australia’s largest state. From the spectacular scenery
of Kalbarri National Park to the giant whale sharks
that cruise the waters off Exmouth, this is truly a wild
place. Hit the road with our itinerary and you’ll see the best WA has
to offer.

Day 1: Perth to Jurien Bay
There’s not much distance to cover on this leg if you stick
to the road, but detours to check out WA’s largest sand dunes
at Lancelin and the Pinnacles in Nambung National Park
– a unique desert filled with hundreds of limestone pillars –
should be enough to fill your day. Watch the sun set over the
azure waters of popular skydiving spot Jurien Bay, keeping an
eye out for a playful sea lion or two.
Distance: 220km

Day 2: Jurien Bay to Kalbarri
If you’ve ever wanted to get up close and personal with royalty, this
might be your chance. Near the town of Northhampton, down
a dirt road, is a bizarre ‘micronation’ known as the Principality
of Hutt River. Formed in 1970 following a dispute between the
WA Government and the Casley family, this quirky principality is
presided over by Prince Graeme, and even issues its own currency
and passports (which aren’t officially recognised by the Australian
Government). Not far from here is Port Gregory, which boasts a
stunning pink lagoon where the river meets the ocean. Stay as
long as you want – just make sure you get to Kalbarri with enough
sunlight to take in the raw power of the ocean on Kalbarri’s clifftop
walks to Island Rock and Natural Bridge.
Distance: 350km
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Day 3: Kalbarri to
Carnarvon
From Kalbarri, the loop back down to
the highway is full of surprises – if you
know where to look. Nature’s Window, a
magnificent rock arch located high above the
Murchison River, is deep in the heart of Kalbarri National
Park but worth the drive and 500m walk. Stretch your legs here
before setting back out – it’s a four-hour drive to Carnarvon. One
of WA’s primary producers of bananas, this unique coastal town
of fewer than 5000 people has an interesting claim to fame. The
Carnarvon Tracking Station was instrumental in NASA spaceflight
programs in the 1960s, including the first landing on the moon,
and it was the first place in Australia to receive a satellite television
broadcast. You can explore this history at the Space and
Technology Museum, which was officially opened by astronaut
Buzz Aldrin in 2012.
Distance: 448km

Day 4: Carnarvon to Exmouth
Make sure you’re stocked up with plenty of food, water and fuel
before hitting the road – the stretch from Carnarvon to Exmouth
features huge termite mounds, the odd kangaroo and not much
else. There is the Minilya Bridge Roadhouse at about the halfway
point, which is a good place to stop and stretch your legs, but it’s
on this leg of the journey that you’ll realise just how far away you
are from civilisation. This truly is country Australia.
Distance: 363km

As the world’s biggest fish, they can grow up to 12m, and the WA
north coast is one of the few places in the world they migrate to
every year. Better yet, you can swim with them. It’s a bucket list
item that’s not to be missed during their migration season, but
if you go any other time, you can still swim with manta rays and
maybe even a humpback whale. If you prefer to stick closer to
land, there’s plenty to see by snorkelling off crystal-clear Turquoise
Bay or heading inland to explore Charles Knife Canyon. End the
day with a meal and maybe even some live music at
Froth Craft Brewery.

Day 5: Exmouth
Once you’ve come all this way, it’s worth spending some time
exploring the crown jewel of WA – the incredible World Heritagelisted Ningaloo Reef. While not as expansive as its cousin, the
Great Barrier Reef, the crystal-clear fringing reef is home to
thousands of incredible species. The biggest of those is the
enormous, graceful whale shark, which isn’t actually a
whale at all.

www.aant.com.au
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The more time you have to spend in the small
settlement of Coral Bay the better – here, the
Ningaloo Reef starts right at the shoreline.
You can spend the whole day snorkelling,
take a kayak tour, or even scuba dive. Just
don’t miss the chance to explore the reef
while you’re here. If you’re around between
November and February, you might even be
lucky enough to spot turtles nesting on the
beach at night.
Distance: 150km

Day 7:
Coral Bay to Denham
Grab coffee and breakfast to go from the
Coral Resort Bakery – you’ll need some
energy for the drive. Today’s journey will take
you to the quiet bay of Denham, a place to
relax and unwind in the heart of the World
Heritage-listed Shark Bay. If you’ve got time

to spare once you arrive, take a stroll along
the shoreline – just don’t be surprised if you
see emus doing the same thing.
Distance: 556km

Day 8:
Denham to Geraldton
There’s so much to explore in the Shark
Bay region that it’s worth staying as long
as you can. Start the day with a drive to
Monkey Mia for a chance to feed the wild
dolphins that visit the bay every morning.
The feedings used to be a bit of a free-for-all
but are now regulated by Parks and Wildlife,
and restricted to three sessions a day. Not
everyone will get to feed a dolphin, but if
you stick around for more than one session,
you’ll have a good chance. Squeeze in the
buffet breakfast at the RAC Monkey Mia
Dolphin Resort before heading out to explore
more sites along the World Heritage Drive
on your way down the coast. Try to spot a

WIN

dugong from the Eagle Bluff boardwalk, go
back in time with a prehistoric walk across
the Hamelin Pool’s stromatolites, or check
out the remote beaches of Whalebone and
Goulet Bluff.
Distance: 417km

Day 9: Geraldton to Perth
The home stretch. If you’re feeling rich, take
a detour to the Cervantes for a fresh lobster
lunch you won’t forget before heading back
to Perth.
Distance: 414km

Images clockwise: Dolphins at Monkey Mia;
snorkelling at Coral Bay; and an aerial view of
Hutt Lagoon. Centre: Skipjack Point, Francois
Peron National Park.

AN OUTDOOR PACK

Be prepared for your next hike or adventure with this outdoor pack, featuring an
LX350 backpack and vacuum-insulated 750ml stainless-steel water bottle.
For a chance to win, enter online at aant.com.au

Conditions: The competition commences 12 March, 2019 and ends with the last mail on 12 June, 2019. Total prize pool is valued at $143.95. Entry is
open to all AANT Members. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place
at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, 2pm on 17 June. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will
be published in the September 2019 issue of ntmotor, published 9 September 2019. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be
used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promotor is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street,
Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.
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IMAGES: Aimee Jan, Tourism WA.

Day 6:
Exmouth to Coral Bay

29 MARCH

27 APRIL – 4 MAY

CELTIC ILLUSION
The Darwin Entertainment Centre
Celtic Illusion will keep you on the edge of your seat with
inspiring choreography, spellbinding illusions and heart-racing
music. Showcasing some of the fastest tap dancing in the
world, Celtic Illusion features a stellar cast of champion and
internationally acclaimed dancers. celticillusion.com

ARAFURA GAMES
Darwin and surrounding areas
Athletes from Asia-Pacific nations and territories will congregate
in the Top End for the Arafura Games. See athletes of all abilities
come together to compete in a range of sports including soccer,
swimming and even dragon boat racing.
arafuragames.nt.gov.au

10–19 MAY

16–19 MAY

TASTE OF KAKADU
Kakadu National Park
A Taste of Kakadu should be on any self-confessed foodie’s
bucket list, with the nation’s most gifted practitioners of
Indigenous cuisine and traditional owners coming together to
offer a mouth-watering take on bush tucker.
parksaustralia.gov.au/kakadu/taste

NT WRITERS’ FESTIVAL
Alice Springs
Storytellers from across the country will bring their tales to Alice
Springs for this year’s NT Writers’ Festival. The four-day festival
will explore the theme of lyapirtneme (returning), which translates
to the notion of something growing back or appearing again.
ntwriters.com.au/festival

1 JUNE

7–10 JUNE

AFL: MELBOURNE VS ADELAIDE
TIO Stadium
Prepare yourself for high-flying marks, crunching tackles and
dazzling goals as the AFL returns to the Top End. The Demons
and Crows will make the trip north to Darwin this year, battling it
out in round 11 of the 2019 AFL premiership season.
afl.com.au/tickets

TATTS FINKE DESERT RACE
Alice Springs and surrounding area
Rev your engines for Tatts Finke: one of the world’s premier
desert races. The multi-terrain two-day race for bikes, cars,
buggies and quads will see hundreds of competitors, including
2019 Dakar Rally winner Toby Price, flock to the Finke Desert.
finkedesertrace.com.au

17 AUGUST

24-25 MAY

HENLEY ON TODD REGATTA
Alice Springs
The Henley on Todd Regatta is one of the most recognisable
boat races in Australia, mainly because there isn’t usually any
water in sight. The annual regatta sees participants take part in a
variety of ‘boat’ races on the dry bed of the Todd River in
Alice Springs. henleyontodd.com.au

ULURU CAMEL CUP

WIN

IMAGES: iStock, Base Entertainment, Parks Australia, Uluru Camel Racing Club.
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Uluru Camel Farm
It’s not quite the Melbourne Cup, but the Uluru Camel Cup
has its own special charm. The two-day event kicks off on
Friday night with live entertainment at the Outback Pioneer
Hotel and Bar, before the camels hit the track on Saturday.
ulurucamelracingclub.com

A TRAVEL ACCESSORIES PACK
Travel in style with this collection of travel-related goodies,
including a neck pillow for comfort and a 30-pin lightning
adaptor. There’s also a set of ear buds and travel kit for
those long flights.
For a chance to win, enter online at aant.com.au
Conditions: The competition commences 12 March, 2019 and ends with the last mail on 12 June,
2019. Total prize pool is valued at 64.40 (not including luggage strap). Entry is open to all AANT
Members. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take
place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, 2pm on 17 June. The winner will be notified by mail or
phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the September 2019 issue of
ntmotor, published 9 September 2019. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot
be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promotor is the Automobile Association
of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

www.aant.com.au

23

Get 15% off
our daily
rates
Whether exploring, visiting family and friends or doing business,
you’ll enjoy 15% off the day rate with Thrifty, AANT’s exclusive
car rental partner. Plus, add another driver free of charge,
get 30% off GPS hire, and $5 a day off protection options in
Australia and New Zealand.

Visit aant.com.au/thrifty or the AANT
Darwin office or call 08 8925 5901

15% discount does not apply to additional fees and charges (including VRRF, Premium Location Surcharge, Credit Card Fees, Admin Fee) or cost of
additional options. All rentals are subject to the terms and conditions of the Rental Agreement. For full terms and conditions visit aant.com.au/thrifty.

