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welcome

in brief

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
NOTICE is hereby given that the 55th Annual General Meeting of The Automobile
Association of Northern Territory Inc. will be held at the Vibe Hotel Darwin on Monday,
29 October 2018 at 6pm.

Business:
B Y C L A IR M O R T ON

E D IT OR
Do you remember the first time you got
behind the wheel of a car?
I certainly do, because my first foray
into the world of driving resulted in
the accidental bulldozing of a small
tree in my parents’ front yard. Things
got better from there though (mostly),
and eventually I became the proud
owner of a beat-up, highly unreliable
Toyota Celica.
At AANT, we’d rather our young drivers
remember their first car for being reliable
and trustworthy. That’s why we’ve
devised a guide for first-time car buyers,
with tips on how to score the best deal
on a second-hand vehicle (p6).
If it’s a new ride you’re after, we’ve
got you covered too, in the form of
Australia’s Best Cars (p10).
Tested by eight judges from across the
country on a track in regional Australia, it
can be safely said that the top picks for
2018 have been put through their paces
and are well-deserving of their titles.
This edition we’ll also take you on a
family-friendly journey through North
Queensland (p20). Being the off-season,
it’s the perfect time for those who can
handle the humidity (and we know you
can) to go exploring without the crowds.

(i) Declarations of conflict of interest by an AANT Council member;
(ii) To confirm the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 24 October 2017;
(iii) To elect members to the Council in accordance with Rule 6 of the
AANT Constitution;
(iv) To receive the Annual Report and Audited Accounts for the year ended
30 June 2018;
(v) To appointment an auditor of the Association; and
(vi) To deal with any other business requiring consideration by the Association.

FINANCIAL REPORTS
In accordance with the Northern Territory of Australia Associations Act, the audited
statement of accounts of the AANT Inc. will be available for inspection by members on
request to the AANT or on the AANT website from 15 October 2018.

ELECTION TO COUNCIL
Nominations for election to Council must be completed in a form prescribed by the
Association and are available to Members on request to the AANT or on the AANT
website. A Member is not eligible for election to the Council unless the Public Officer
or Chief Executive Officer receives a written nomination for that Member no later than
28 days before the date of the next Annual General Meeting. The nominee must
otherwise be eligible for appointment under the terms of the AANT Constitution.

VOTING AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Subject to the provisions of the AANT Constitution, every Member has only one (1) vote
at a meeting of the Association. If you are unable to attend the AANT Annual General
Meeting, you are entitled to appoint in writing a natural person who is also a Member
as your proxy. Proxy appointment can be made in any form of writing or alternatively
on the proxy appointment form available on the AANT website aant.com.au

There’s still plenty to do in the NT this
wet season too, from the iconic Mitchell
St Mile to the Big Bash League. Check
out What’s On NT on p23 for more.
Stay safe through the wet, and don’t
forget to stock the mango freezer.
We’ll be in touch again in the dry!

COMPETITION WINNERS
Congratulations to the following AANT competition winners from ntmotor March 2018:

Clair Morton

Master lock key safe: A Marshall, Alawa

Editor

Travel safety pack: N van Maarseveen, Batchelor
Ultimate travel pack: G Anderson, Wagait Beach
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insight

EXPLORE THE PORTAL
Have you seen our brand new website yet? It has one particularly exciting feature – the
online member portal. Here, you can find your level of cover, renew your membership,
access your insurance policy, or let us know about any changes you’d like to make to
your membership, such as a change of address. You’ll find special offers and can even
enter competitions.
To log in, you’ll just need your member ID number, which can be found on your
membership card or renewal notice. The password will be your member number and
your first name.
For example:
Member ID: 123456
Password: 123456john
Once you’ve logged in, you
can change your password at
any time. The member portal
is easily found in the top right
corner of the website and
can only be accessed by
financial members.
aant.com.au

DISCOUNTS GALORE
Great news – AANT members now have access to discounts from hundreds of leading
Australian retailers through eGift cards.
Members can purchase these discounted cards from David Jones, Myer, Kmart, Lorna Jane,
Priceline and more through the member portal on the new AANT website.
Just log in (see above on how to log in for the first time) and click on the eGift Card tab. Once
you’ve ordered, the voucher will be emailed to you. To use it, you can print the voucher and
present it instore, or redeem it online by entering the voucher number.
Any valid eGift cards will also be stored in the eWallet on your member portal page, which can
also be used to deposit cash and manage your preferred payment methods to AANT.

WIN

A POLAROID CAMERA PACK

There’s nothing quite like the feeling that comes from watching a Polaroid develop, like
magic, right before your eyes. The INSTAX Mini 8 Camera will help you make memories
last forever, plus it comes with a cute case and washi tape to personalise your Polaroid
frames. For your chance to win, enter online via the new member portal at aant.com.au,
or write your name, address and AANT membership number on the back of – or insidean envelope and post it to:

IMAGES: iStock.

WIN a Polaroid camera pack
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
Darwin NT 0801

Conditions: The competition commences 10 September, 2018 and ends with the last mail on 10 December, 2018. Total prize pool is valued at
$96.88. Entry is open to all AANT Members. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place
at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, 2pm on 14 December. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date.
The winner will be published in the March 2019 issue of ntmotor, published 12 March 2019. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash.
Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promotor is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc.,
2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

B Y DAV I D LOY

A A NT P RES I D E N T
I am very pleased to announce the new
AANT website is up and running. It
contains more member features than ever
before, and being mobile-friendly it’s now
easier to renew your membership and see
all the latest offers while you’re on the go.
We hope you love the new ‘members only’
online portal – I encourage you all to have
a look and see how easy it is to use. Keep
an eye out for new features on our website
including our battery finder service and an
improved insurance portfolio.
As we’re moving further into the digital
space, the way we communicate with our
members is changing.
Due to member feedback and increases in
printing and postage costs, the production
of ntmotor will be reduced from quarterly
to biannual. Effective this year, the
magazine will be condensed into wet and
dry season publications, coming out in
March and September.
We will continue to provide updates and
information to our members through the
website, e-newsletters and social media.
Competitions will be run through the
member portal.
We are also looking at offering the
magazine in digital form. We welcome
your feedback and will be sending out a
members’ survey in the next few months.
Preparation has begun for the AANT
Annual General Meeting – you can find
details on page 4.
I encourage members to attend, but if
you’re unable to be there in person we can
provide a proxy vote to act on your behalf.
Wishing you safe and happy road travels.

David Loy
AANT President

www.aant.com.au
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The art of
the secondhand deal
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A vehicle is one of the biggest purchases
you’ll make in your lifetime – part of the
reason buying your first car can be such a
daunting experience.
There are lots of things to consider too,
especially because first-time car buyers will
usually be looking for a second-hand car.
If you do go down this path, here’s how to
make sure you get the best deal, and best fit
for you.

Question 1:
What’s my budget?
Who to ask: Your bank balance, for starters.
But it’s also worth doing some research to
see what a fair price might be for the type
of car you need. On top of the sale price,
you’ll have to pay a transfer fee, stamp
duty and potentially rego and insurance,
so factor these costs into your price limit.
Having a clear budget will help narrow
down your search, making the process a
little quicker and less overwhelming. It can
also prevent you from being tempted by
any add-ons dealers may offer, which are
sometimes unnecessary.

Question 2:
Where should I buy from?

IMAGES: iStock, Getty.

Where to go: This is a matter of personal
preference and how confident you are about
your knowledge of cars, but there are a few
things to consider. If you buy at an auction,
you may end up with a cheaper price, but
you won’t get a warranty and often
can’t test drive the car, which are
major downsides.
Going through a dealership can
be intimidating thanks to pressure
from sales representatives, but it
means you can get a warranty for
the vehicle. They’ll often process the
transfer for you too. Read the fine
print of any warranty you’re given,
so you know exactly what it covers
and how long it’s for. Dealers also
have to guarantee there’s no money
owing on the vehicle, that it’s roadworthy
at the time of sale, and disclose if the car
has previously been written-off or suffered
significant damage. Keep in mind there is no
cooling-off period for vehicles in the NT, so
choose wisely.

With private sales you’ve not only got
more negotiating room, but the sellers are
usually more eager to get rid of the vehicle.
By meeting the previous owner you can get
a feel for what they’re like and how they’ve
treated the car. Keep in mind you’ll be
responsible for transferring the registration,
and the seller will have to forward the
disposal notice to the Motor Vehicle Registry
within 14 days of the sale.

Question 3:
How safe is this car?
How to tell: Many cars will be sold on the
basis of their ANCAP safety ratings, but
these only tell you about how safe the car
was when it was new. Cars age differently,
and features that were considered to be the
ultimate in safety five or 10 years ago may
have now been superseded. That’s why
it’s worth checking used car safety ratings
to compare how your picks stack up now.
Head to howsafeisyourcar.com.au to find
out more.

Question 4:
Is this a good buy?
Who to ask: Buying a car can be an
emotional experience, but to avoid getting
swept up in the excitement it’s important to
look critically at a car you’ve got your heart
set on. Maybe take a friend or relative with
you to be an impartial voice. Members can

also call AANT’s technical motoring advice
hotline on 1300 661 466 for expert guidance.
Make sure you check the car’s history online
to ensure there’s no money owing on it,
and that it hasn’t been stolen or written off
at any time. To do this, you’ll need to find
the vehicle’s identification number (VIN) or
chassis number, then go to the Personal
Properties Security Register at ppsr.gov.au.

Question 5:
Should I test drive it first?
Why you should: No matter who’s selling
the car, we always recommend test driving it
first. You might be able to pick up potentially
costly faults by getting behind the wheel.
First of all, you’ll want to make sure it
idles evenly and starts without any hard
revving. Then listen out for any slapping,
knocking or squeaking sounds, and check
for oil or petrol smells, leaks or signs of
overheating. This is also your opportunity to
check the controls and instruments inside the
car are working. While you’re there, check
the owner’s manual to make sure the car has
been serviced regularly.

Did you know? L & P plate drivers
get a 50 per cent discount on their
first year of standard roadside
assistance with AANT. Fill out the form at
aant.com.au/membership/new-drivers
or call 8925 5901 for more information.

www.aant.com.au
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How to replace your
windscreen wiper blades
1 First things first
Check if the wiper blades are just dirty or
grimy – they may in fact have plenty of life
left in them. To clean them, flip up the wiper
arms and wipe with some detergent and a
sponge or microfibre cloth.

3 Get things in place
Flip up the wiper arm so it stays in position,
and locate the metal retaining clip at
either end.

4 Removal
Squeeze the retaining clip with your fingers
or small pliers, and pull outwards so the refill
slides out of its holding brackets.

2 Definitely
need replacing?
Make sure you’re buying the right wiper
blade refills for your vehicle. Check your
owner’s manual for guidance, or ask a shop
assistant in your local auto accessory store.

8
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5 Replacement
Slide in the new refill, ensuring it goes
through all of the holding brackets properly.
Push the retaining clip back into position.
Trim the refill to size with the cutters on your
pliers if it’s too long.

6 Check it out
Double check everything is firmly in place,
then wet the windscreen and turn your
wipers on to ensure they’re working properly.

Show Your Card & Save

IT’S EASY TO SAVE
*
10% EVERYDAY
AT REPCO.
SIMPLY SHOW
YOUR CARD & SAVE.
*10% Discount applies online and in-store to full retail price products. Cannot be used in conjunction with other offers or discounts, including
catalogue lines. Excludes purchase of transmissions, satellite navigation devices, batteries (automotive, marine, deep cycle), engines, cylinder
heads, equipment, gift cards. Excludes account customers and trade purchases. Not transferrable. Does not apply to purchases from the
Repco Authorised Service network. No rainchecks.

223268 - SYCS Advert_ AANT.indd 1

20/8/18 1:46 pm

TERMS AND CONDITIONS
To obtain the benefits under the AANT Show Your Card & Save
program, members must show their membership card in a participating
retail outlet, or quote their member number if transacting via phone
or internet, at the point of payment to the relevant benefit provider for
goods or services provided. It is the responsibility of the member to
ask for the Show Your Card & Save benefit at the point of payment. The
AANT gives no warranty in relation to any goods, services or information
provided by Retail Partners participating in the program. Participation in
the AANT Show Your Card & Save program is subject to the full Terms
and Conditions of the program, which can be obtained from the AANT
Shop, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800. Any offers extended
under the program are subject to availability and subject to the Terms
and Conditions imposed by Show Your Card & Save Partners and
will not be redeemable for cash or kind. Any benefits provided to the
member cannot be transferred, assigned, sold or otherwise retained.
For AANT Show Your Card & Save enquiries, phone 08 8925 5901 or
visit aant.com.au

Book an eye test online

www.aant.com.au
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car reviews

AUSTRALIA’S
BEST CARS
2 0 1 8

It’s the time of year when expert judges from motoring clubs across the country
spend a week putting more than 160 cars through their paces to find the best
rides on the market in 2018. Does your potential new purchase make the cut as
one of Australia’s best cars? Words: Lauren Ferrone.

$27,853
2L, 6-speed auto

BEST SMALL CAR
UNDER $35K
MAZDA3 MAXX SPORT

5.8L/100km, ULP
ANCAP: 

BEST SMALL CAR OVER $35K
BMW 125i M-SPORT

New safety upgrades have left the Maxx Sport’s
competitors playing a game of catch-up, but this
was just one reason it nosed ahead of the pack.
The Maxx Sport’s build and finish remains classleading and, at about $28,000 drive-away, it’s as
close to premium as you’ll get without paying a
premium price.
There’s blind-spot monitoring and rearcross safety alert which can help drivers
detect other vehicles when backing out
from a parking space – neither of which
are available in the other finalists based
on the variants the judges tested.
The Maxx Sport also performs
extremely well without chugging too
much fuel, using just 5.8L/100km and, unlike
some of its competitors, doesn’t need to be fed
premium juice.

$55,489
2L, 8-speed auto
5.9L/100km, PULP
ANCAP: 

This luxury hatchback is a top-selling car – and it also takes
top spot in this category for yet another year.
The 125i M-Sport performs well under most road and
weather conditions and has good steering and excellent grip
around corners.
If you’re willing to pay a little more for extra power and
better equipment, the 125i is a good buy and, surprisingly, a
superb everyday car that won’t chew through the tank.

10
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$33,509
2.5L, CVT
4.2L/100km, PULP/hybrid
ANCAP: 

BEST MEDIUM CAR UNDER $50K
TOYOTA CAMRY ASCENT

BEST MEDIUM CAR OVER $50K
BMW 330i SPORT LINE
The BMW 330i continues to get the important things like
comfort and build quality right.
As BMWs are known for their on-road dynamics, the 330i’s
chassis balance and overall precision are yet to be matched by
its competitors.
The Beamer’s sharp handling doesn’t compromise its ability
to soak up bumps either. In fact, it does this without being
too noisy, which helps the 330i rate highly in smoothness and
quietness too.
$77,459
2L, 8-speed auto
5.8L/100km, PULP

It’s the first time in 30 years Toyota has offered a fully imported
Camry range to the Australian market. That in itself is pretty
special, but a complete redesign is what’s made the Ascent
Hybrid faster and quieter than its competitors.
The new 2.5L, four-cylinder engine provides 11 per cent
more power (now 160kW) and four per cent more torque
(423Nm) than the previous model. It also scored a perfect 10
for fuel economy.

ANCAP: 

$22,884
1.5L, 6-speed auto

BEST LIGHT CAR
MAZDA2 MAXX

4.9L/100km, ULP
ANCAP: 

The Mazda2 Maxx punches well above its weight to
take the win for a number of reasons.
Firstly, it’s a lot easier to drive than others in this
class – so much so that judges describe it as a “real
breeze”. In fact, judges believe it offers one of the
best driving experiences in this category. With good
steering, a small turning circle and a firm grip around
corners, the Maxx was built for city driving.
Secondly, it’s one of Mazda’s cheaper models
and, although it has a basic 1.5L engine, its power
is delivered efficiently by a smooth six-speed
automatic transmission. In fact, the Maxx’s
performance is better than most at this budgetfocused end of the market.
While most light cars are noisy, Mazda
has worked on this problem using a noiseinsulating windscreen, new engine and luggagecompartment insulation to make the cabin quieter.

www.aant.com.au
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$28,284

BEST SMALL 2WD SUV
UNDER $35K
MAZDA CX-3 MAXX

2L, 6-speed auto
6.1L/100km, ULP
ANCAP: 

Described by the judges as unstoppable, the Mazda
CX-3 Maxx trumps the rest in the all-important
safety stakes.
In fact, there are a few safety features
in the Maxx that aren’t available in the
other finalist SUVs the judges tested.
Two of these features include blindspot monitoring and a rear-cross
safety alert, which warns drivers of
approaching vehicles when backing
out of a park.
As the back-to-back winner
in this category, the small SUV has
one of the best fuel economies in this class.
With the important stuff taken care of, the CX-3
Maxx’s good looks are just a bonus. It was praised
for its modern interior and first-rate and easy-to-use
infotainment system.

BEST LARGE CAR UNDER $70K
KIA STINGER 200S

$63,832
2.2L, 8-speed auto
7.2L/100km, diesel

In a category where big is best, it’s actually the Kia Stinger’s small
engine and cheaper price which pushes it over the line.
The Stinger is now well-equipped with good safety gear after
an upgrade earlier this year, which added autonomous emergency
braking and lane-support systems to help lift its ANCAP safety rating
to five stars.
The Stinger is also 67mm shorter than the current ZB Holden
Commodore – more proof that a car doesn’t need to be the biggest
to take out this category.

$51,305

ANCAP: 

BEST AWD SUV $50K–$65K
KIA SORENTO GT-LINE

2L, 8-speed auto
8.8L/100km, ULP
ANCAP: 

12
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The Sorento GT-Line is a good buy if you’re after a vehicle
that’ll save you cash in the long run – it has value for money,
design and function, and on-road ability on its side.
The diesel versions have an all-new conventional-style,
eight-speed automatic transmission. Plus, there are two extra
gears to help the 2.2L turbo-diesel engine deliver strong
performance on the road.
The end result is a compliant and controlled ride.

$47,032

BEST AWD SUV UNDER $50K
SUBARU OUTBACK 2.5i PREMIUM

2.5L, CVT
7.3L/100km, ULP
ANCAP: 

The Outback is an all-round winner in this category. The
fact it is so competitively priced, generously equipped,
and a standout in design and function makes it a
back-to-back trophy-holder.
Better infotainment technology, upgraded safety
features and refinements to the engine, transmission
and suspension, are a few reasons this SUV took
out top spot again this year.
On the road, Subaru’s AWD system has
proven to be – according to the judges – “one of
the best in the business” when the bitumen is wet
and slippery, or when travelling along gravel.
While serious rock-crawling adventures
are beyond the capabilities of practically every
vehicle in this class, the Outback’s off-road ability
goes better than most would expect, especially
on rutted tracks, steep inclines, or loose or
muddy surfaces.

$60,488

BEST AWD SUV $65K–$125K
VOLVO XC60 D4 INSCRIPTION

3.2L, 6-speed auto
8.7L/100km, diesel
ANCAP: 

While the XC60 D4’s driveaway price is on the dearer side, it’s
still cheaper than others and offers the best value package in
this category.
On the bitumen, drivers aren’t really conscious they’re
driving an SUV as it’s comfy and spacious, but not so big that
it’s difficult to handle.
Combine this with impressive safety technology, including
autonomous emergency braking and oncoming lane
mitigation – which steers the vehicle away from a potential
head-on crash – and Volvo rises to victory.

$67,771

BEST 4×4 DUAL CAB UTE
FORD RANGER XLT

2L, 8-speed auto
5.4L/100km, diesel
ANCAP: 

Towing ability is important in a ute, and this is just one area where
the XLT shines, with a class-leading lugging capacity of up to
3500kg.
Add to that a generously proportioned tray and a recently
announced five-year, unlimited kilometre warranty, and the Ranger
is almost unstoppable.
You’d be forgiven for forgetting you’re behind the wheel of a
ute though, as this award-winning 4x4 dual cab ute feels more
like a luxury car.

www.aant.com.au
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$44,100 (auto)
2L, 6-speed manual
8L/100km, PULP

BEST SPORTS CAR
UNDER $50K
HYUNDAI i30 N

ANCAP: Not yet rated

BEST SPORTS CAR $50K–$100K
MERCEDES-AMG A 45

BEST FAMILY WAGON
KIA CARNIVAL SLi

Performance is nothing short of exhilarating in the A 45. This sporty
ride reaches 0–100km/h in just 4.2 seconds, making the two-litre
turbo engine one of the most powerful out there.
Just as fast as it gets going, the braking system does a great
job of restraining the vehicle when called on. The A 45 is also one of
just two in the class to be awarded full marks in the safety stakes.

Forget family SUVs – a good wagon can get your precious tribe from
A to B safely, and none do this better than the Kia Carnival SLi – the
back-to-back winner in this category.
Wider than other wagons, judges were impressed by the size of
the Carnival. It can carry up to eight average-sized adults.
What’s more, the centre seat in the second row can be removed
and there are foldable back seats to help create even more space.

14
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$85,254

$59,623

2L, 7-speed DCT

2.2L, 8-speed auto

7.3L/100km, PULP

7.7L/100km, diesel

ANCAP: 

ANCAP: 

*All prices are indicative driveaway. IMAGES: Autonews, Shannon Morris, Toyota Pressroom.

Visually, the i30 N doesn’t look like a typical sports
car, but change the drive setting and it’ll produce just
the sort of noise from the exhaust that’s music to a
rev-head’s ears.
At the heart of the i30 N is a two-litre
turbocharged engine, which pumps out
202kW of power and 353Nm of torque.
That’s a decent amount of power.
Surprisingly, the Hyundai i30 N is still
a smooth ride with no neck-snapping
surges of power. The engine gets to
almost 5000rpm smoothly and remains
glued to the road.
The i30 N’s attractive starting price of $39,990 for
a manual is just another reason it edges ahead of the
pack. In fact, judges say there are few in the category
that can match the i30 N price-wise and still be
quality-built.

motoring

Ask an expert…

Even without cruise control, driving in wet conditions can be more
hazardous because excess water affects the tyres’ ability to grip the
road, increasing the risk of skidding or slipping.
The grooves in tyres are there to maximise grip in adverse conditions,
but at higher speeds – particularly if the tyre is worn down – this may
not work as well. In the worst-case scenario, it could result in what is
known as aquaplaning.
If cruise control is activated when something like this happens, reaction
times would be slower, making the situation tougher to rectify.
Challenging driving situations require the full attention of a driver even

when it’s dry, so applying cruise control during poor weather conditions
is certainly riskier and not preferable.
In fact, it’s not a good idea to have cruise control on any time a higher
level of driving attention is required.
Cruise control should also be avoided on roads with twisty, sharp
bends, and any roads you’re unfamiliar with.

Have a burning question related to cars or motoring? Have a chat to
AANT’s Technical Advisory Service on 1300 661 466.

Automobile Association of the Northern Territory

approved repairers
mechanical repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Peter Kittle Motor Co
46 Stuart Highway
8955 4200
ALICE SPRINGS St John Ambulance
74 Sargent Street
8950 0600
BERRIMAH Hidden Valley Auto Ctr
9 Hidden Valley Road
8947 0060
CASUARINA Ultra Tune
Casuarina Shopping Centre,
247 Trower Road
COCONUT GROVE
Ben’s Automotive Service Centre
47 De Latour Street

8945 2122

•

WINNELLIE Automotive Solutions
166 Coonawarra Road
8984 4555

STUART PARK O’Brien Glass
38 Stuart Highway

WINNELLIE NT Auto Repairs
9 Steele Street

WINNELLIE Top End Windscreens & Tinting
Unit 1/109 Reichardt Road
8947 4460

8947 4746

WINNELLIE St John Ambulance Darwin
7 Raphael Road
8922 4435
WINNELLIE Winnellie Auto Centre
370 Stuart Highway
8984 4448
WOOLNER Auto Inspection and Road Service
Unit 15/34 Bishop Street
8981 7333
WOOLNER Paul’s Service Centre
6 Charlton Court
8941 1322

8985 5455

COCONUT GROVE Prompt Auto Repairs Pty Ltd
14 Travers Street
8985 6733
DARWIN All About Automotive
72 McMinn Street

8981 8228

PALMERSTON Ultra Tune
3 Muluka Street

8931 3411

STUART PARK Darwin Motor Group
34 Stuart Highway
8946 4444
STUART PARK Brian Turner Automotive
35 Stuart Highway
8981 9191

•

YARRAWONGA Atic Mechanical Repairs
Shed 2–3, 17 Beresford Road
8932 2002

specialist repairers

8923 1600

automotive electrician
COCONUT GROVE
A&C Automotive Electrics
Unit 1/6 Travers Street

•
8948 1244

diesel specialist
WINNELLIE
Diesel Injection Service NT
3/4 Roni Court

8984 3803

crash repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Andrew Paterson Crash Repairs
49 Priest Street
8952 6360

automotive windscreens

BERRIMAH Boscato Panel Works
1140 McMillans Road
8984 3137

ALICE SPRINGS
Trusty Windscreen Service
31 North Stuart Highway

DARWIN Darwin Crash Repairs
2 Finniss Street

8981 4000

COCONUT GROVE Windscreens Territory
2 Totem Road
8948 1288

WINNELLIE Fair Trade Autos
107 Winnellie Road

8900 7689

YARRAWONGA Top End Windscreens & Tinting
4 McCourt Road
8932 4040

STUART PARK Palmerston Smash Repairs
8 Presley Street
8981 8402

Terms and conditions apply. Visit www.aant.com.au for more information.

8952 3322

•AANT Battery Stockist

www.aant.com.au
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“Can I use cruise control
in wet weather?”

insurance

Security slip-ups
Hiding house keys under the doormat might be up there with the biggest
security mistakes people commit, but there are others that are just as risky.
We reveal four common mistakes.

Overgrown bushes and lawn can be ideal hiding spots for would-be
burglars, so make sure you trim shrubs to ensure they don’t block
your view from any windows. When planting new trees, remember
that thorny bushes placed underneath windows can make it
challenging for intruders burglars to enter the home.

2 Smile, you’re not on camera…

The fake security camera you found for $20 on eBay might be the
cheaper alternative, but it’s probably not the smartest – burglars
can usually spot a dummy camera from a mile away. They often
have a blinking red light to make them appear authentic, but that’s
usually a tell-tale sign they’re fake as very few genuine CCTV
cameras actually have visible lights. If you’re going to get a security
camera you might as well make it a real one. Otherwise, save
your money.

3 “My dog will scare away burglars”

Hanging a ‘Beware of dog’ sign may make a potential thief think
twice about snooping around, but you shouldn’t rely on it to replace
proper security measures like security screens or alarms.

It won’t necessarily deter determined intruders from entering your
premises – especially if they can see your dog is a friendly little ball
of fluff.

4 “They’ll never find it here”

We all know leaving a spare key under the doormat is a no-no, but
surely there’s a nearby pot plant that’ll make a better hiding place?
A surprising number of people seem to think so, and still keep a spare
key somewhere outside their house. Even if you think it’s in a genius
spot though, there’s a chance someone else will think to look there
too. It might also affect your insurance if an intruder enters the house
with a key. Investing in a wall-mounted key safe mitigates that risk,
plus it’ll never get lost.
Even if you take all possible precautions against theft, there’s still a
chance your household could be targeted at some stage. Knowing
your home and contents are covered in case of theft is just as much
about peace of mind as it is about security.
For information about home and contents insurance
from AANT, speak to one of our consultants on 8925 5901 or
visit aant.com.au/home-contents

Disclaimer: Insurance is underwritten by QBE Insurance (Australia) Limited ABN 78 003 191 035 AFSL 239545. Automobile Association of Northern Territory Incorporated
ABN 13 431 478 529 AR 433569 is an authorised representative of QBE. The information on this website has been prepared without taking into account your objectives,
financial situation or needs. You must decide whether or not it is appropriate, in light of your own circumstances, to act on this advice. You should ensure you obtain and
consider the Product Disclosure Statement for the policy before you make any decision to acquire it.
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1 Your garden looks like a jungle

That’s my insurance.
That’s my AANT.
Insure your home and car with AANT.
To find out more, visit aant.com.au,

call 8925 5901 or visit us instore.

Insurance is underwritten by QBE Insurance (Australia) Limited ABN 78 003 191 035 AFSL 239545 (QBE). The Automobile
Association of the Northern Territory ABN [13 431 478 529] AR No. [433569] (AANT) is an authorised representative of QBE.
Read the Product Disclaimer Statement to see if policy is right for you.

Since 1963

Visit the
AANT Shop
EW

N

Member Price

$145.95
RRP $165.95

BioLite BaseLantern
The BaseLantern can light large group settings,
charge phones and offer real-time battery feedback.
Free BioLite App included to turn your phone into an
instant remote control.

Member Price
Coleman Cooler
Holds up to 30 cans

Member Price

$20.95
RRP $24.95
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$200.95
RRP $220.95

Pacsafe

Cross body
and hip purse

Member Price

$59.95
RRP $69.95

BioLite CampStove 2
Burning only wood, the Camp Stove 2’s fan creates a
smokeless fire that can cook meals and boil water in
minutes while turning its heat into
useable electricity.

Cover It luggage covers
Assorted designs and sizes

Member Price

$24.95
RRP $29.95

360 Degrees vacuum insulated bottle

550ml and 750ml, assorted colours, double wall
vacuum insulated to keep still and carbonated drinks
hot or cold up to 24 hours, BPA free and food grade.

Member Price

$19.95
RRP $29.95

Alcolizer

HN 7
Navigator

Personal
breathalyser

Member Price

Member Price From

$549.00

$219.00

RRP $579.00

RRP $239.00

Lonely Planet
pop-up
books

Go Travel
3-piece
organiser

Sold seperately

Member Price

Member Price

$11.95

$25.95

RRP $14.95

RRP $29.95

Go Travel double
decker bean pillow

Member Price

$16.95
RRP $21.95

VISIT THE AANT SHOP, CORNER OF KNUCKEY AND SMITH STREETS,
OR ORDER OVER THE PHONE ON (08) 8925 5901.
Catalogue offers valid from 15 September 2018 to 14 March 2019 or until stocks last.
Prices are correct at the time of print.

www.aant.com.au
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North
Queensland
is child’s play
It must have been the undersea coral gardens, ancient
rainforests, picture-perfect waterfalls, and the weird and
wonderful wildlife that led Sir David Attenborough to
declare, “My favourite place is North Queensland. It
has, for a naturalist, everything”. Words: John Pedler
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T

here are few regions in Australia so cluttered with
remarkable landscapes and jaw-dropping scenery.
Plus, with an adventure possible around every corner,
even the most screen-addicted kids will be embracing
the great outdoors in no time.
Cairns is the ideal base for your North Queensland holiday.
Although a thoroughly modern town, the crocodile warning sign at
the botanic gardens is a fair clue this place still has a frontier edge.
From the Cairns marina, and further north at Port Douglas,
tour boats head out to one of the region’s two UNESCO-listed
World Heritage sites – the 2000km-long Great Barrier Reef. With a
mask and snorkel, the kids will have no trouble finding Nemo and
his mates.
The reef is simply brimming with brightly coloured fish of all
shapes and sizes, as well as sea creatures so bizarre they’re sure
proof aliens live among us.
And for those who shudder at the thought of a dip in our chilly

southern seas, the warm embrace of Queensland’s tropical waters
will help make swimming enjoyable again.
Since getting wet isn’t for everyone, some cruises head to reef
platforms and include a trip in a glass-bottomed boat and access
to an underwater observatory, where you can have a go at outstaring a parrot fish.
To the west of Cairns are the lush pastures and dense
rainforests of the mountainous Atherton Tablelands.
Built in the late 1800s, the Kuranda Scenic Railway – which
takes you to Kuranda in the Tablelands – is an engineering marvel,
climbing steadily up the steep slopes of the range. This is a thrilling
ride through thick jungle, across towering trestle bridges, and past
waterfalls that plunge down sheer cliffs.
Stunning views back towards the coast and Coral Sea
complete the picture. Kuranda itself is a quaint hilltop village, rich
with local artisans and unique attractions, including the Australian
Butterfly Sanctuary.
At their breeding facility, you’ll discover the Hercules Moth
caterpillar grows to the size of a sausage, but for the kids it will
likely be the clouds of butterflies with dazzling green, orange and
electric blue wings that will be the highlight of their visit.

www.aant.com.au
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Kuranda Railway Station.

Southern cassowary.

Snorkelling on the
Great Barrier Reef.

prickly demeanour that sees it pick fights at
the drop of a hat.
A cruise along the Daintree River puts
you squarely back on saltwater crocodile
turf, another animal unlikely to exchange
pleasantries when encountered in the wild.
Bumping into these prehistoric monsters
at the water’s edge is a heart-pounding
experience, and is sure to rank well among
the holiday yarns when the new school
term starts.
You don’t have to travel too far beyond

WIN

the boundaries of a North Queensland
town to find yourself deep in untamed
wilderness, among some of nature’s greatest
showpieces. But there are also plenty of
modern facilities, top notch hotels, and
well-equipped caravan parks to ensure you
don’t have to go without creature comforts.
So at the end of a day of high adventure, you
can sit back and take in the fiery colours of a
tropical sunset, while the kids cool down in
the pool and contemplate who’d win a fight
between a cassowary and a crocodile.

A LONELY PLANET BOOK PACK

In need of some holiday inspiration? This book pack’s got you covered. Flick through the 501 best
places on the planet in Ultimate Travelist, devour the World’s Best Street Food, or go on a coastal
Victorian road trip with Lonely Planet. And if you can’t bear to leave your beloved pooch at home,
there’s even a book with tips on how to travel with dogs. For your chance to win, enter online via the
new member portal at aant.com.au, or write your name, address and AANT membership number on
the back of – or inside – an envelope and post it to:
WIN a Lonely Planet book pack
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
Darwin NT 0801
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Conditions: The competition commences 10 September, 2018 and ends with the last mail on
10 December, 2018. Total prize pool is valued at $96.88. Entry is open to all AANT Members. The
first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at
AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, 2pm on 14 December. The winner will be notified by mail or
phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the March 2019 issue of
ntmotor, published 12 March 2019. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be
used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promotor is the Automobile Association
of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

IMAGES: iStock.

Descending from the Tablelands can be just
as much fun as the train trip on the way up.
Skyrail is a 7km-long cableway that passes
above North Queensland’s other World
Heritage-listed area, the Wet Tropics.
Great care went into Skyrail’s
construction to ensure minimal environmental
impact. Although this is reassuring to know,
it will probably be the last thing on your mind
as you float high above one of the most
significant natural environments on earth,
with great views in every direction.
A couple of stops along the way will get
the family even closer to this remarkable
wilderness. A guided walking tour along
the boardwalk at Red Peak Station will
highlight the wonders of the forest, and could
accidentally provide educational content
while the young’uns have their guard down.
To venture deeper into the Wet Tropics
region, take a tour north of Port Douglas
to the Daintree Rainforest. Here you might
be lucky enough to catch a glimpse of the
endangered southern cassowary, a flightless
bird about the size of an emu with brilliant
blue and orange neck colouring, an odd
helmet-like structure on its head, and a

14–15 SEPTEMBER

22 SEPT–1 OCTOBER

LITCHFIELD BEATS
Litchfield Motel
Pack your swag and get ready for a road trip to the newest
festival to hit the Northern Territory. The Litchfield Motel in
Batchelor – only 45 minutes from Darwin – will host the two-day
Litchfield Beats festival, featuring the likes of Kid Kenobi and
Eliza Brayshaw. litchfieldmotel.com.au/Litchfield_Beats

PARRTJIMA LIGHT FESTIVAL
Alice Springs Desert Park
Parrtjima is a poetic description from the Arrernte collective of
languages, meaning to ignite in both light and understanding.
It’s an appropriate name for a week-long Indigenous festival,
which features Australia’s biggest light show along a 2.5km
stretch of the MacDonnell Ranges. parrtjimaaustralia.com.au

16 SEPTEMBER

9 NOVEMBER

MITCHELL STREET MILE
Mitchell St, Darwin
The Mitchell Street Mile, ‘the world’s richest mile’, will return to
Darwin this September, and is now open to both runners and
cyclists. The race caters to all skill levels and ages, featuring an
elite category – with $15,000 in prize money up for grabs – and
a fancy-dress competition. mitchellstreetmile.com.au

CALLUM HENSHAW
Studio Theatre
Classical guitarist Callum Henshaw will play the Darwin
Entertainment Centre, wowing crowds with his hypnotising flair.
Considered one of Australia’s leading young players, the awardwinning guitarist will perform music from his self-titled EP and
latest album Echo & Return. callumhenshaw.com

1–7 OCTOBER

16 NOVEMBER

KAKADU BIRD WEEK
Kakadu National Park
Home to more than a third of Australia’s bird species, Kakadu is
the ideal location to showcase our feathered friends. Traditional
owners, Parks Australia and local bird specialists all come
together to celebrate the Top End’s diverse ecosystem.
parksaustralia.gov.au/kakadu

ANH DO – THE HAPPIEST REFUGEE LIVE
The Playhouse
Prepare to laugh and cry as one of Australia’s most talented
comedians delves deep into the joys and sorrows of his own
life. Anh Do’s stage show follows on from his best-selling book
of the same name, and will give audiences an unforgettable and
uplifting night at the theatre. anhdo.com.au/live-shows

6–7 OCTOBER

12–13 JANUARY
& 9 FEBRUARY

BARKLY MUSTER GOLD RUSH CAMP DRAFT
Tennant Creek
Dust off your cowboy boots and head to this year’s Barkly
Muster Gold Rush Camp Draft in Tennant Creek. You’ll witness
horsemen, rough riders and cowboys going through their
paces during a weekend of daredevil stunts and music. Onsite
camping is also available. northernterritory.com

WIN

IMAGES: iStock, Callum Henshaw.

what’s on NT

BIG BASH LEAGUE
Traeger Park
Big sixes, classic catches and spectacular runouts will take
centre stage as the twenty/20 cricket roadshow hits the red
centre again this summer. bigbash.com.au

A TRAVEL ACCESSORIES PACK

Be prepared to travel in style and safety with this collection of travel-related goodies, including
a worldwide travel adaptor, stylish luggage cover and tamper security seals.
There’s also RFID-blocking sleeves for your passport and credit cards, to help you protect
your most important information. For your chance to win, enter online via the new member portal
at aant.com.au, or write your name, address and AANT membership number on the back of
– or inside – an envelope and post it to:
WIN a travel accessories pack
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
Darwin NT 0801

Conditions: The competition commences 10 September, 2018 and ends with the last mail on
10 December, 2018. Total prize pool is valued at $96.88. Entry is open to all AANT Members. The
first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at
AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, 2pm on 14 December. The winner will be notified by mail or
phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the March 2019 issue of
ntmotor, published 12 March 2019. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be
used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promotor is the Automobile Association
of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

www.aant.com.au
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Get 15% off
our best rate
of the day
Whether exploring, visiting family and friends or doing business,
you’ll enjoy 15% off the day rate with Thrifty, AANT’s exclusive
car rental partner. Plus, add another driver free of charge,
get 30% off GPS hire, and $5 a day off protection options in
Australia and New Zealand.

Visit aant.com.au/thrifty or your
nearest AANT Darwin office or
call 08 8925 5901

All rentals are subject to the terms and conditions of the Rental Agreement. For full terms go to aant.com.au/thrifty.

