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in brief

I’m a real creature of habit. Whether it’s 

the route I drive to work or the time I get 

my morning coffee, I like things to be 

reliable. When it comes to holidays, the 

Barossa Valley and Gold Coast are my 

go-to destinations in Oz, and when I get 

the chance for an overseas trip, I always 

find myself in the UK.

One of the best things about travel is 

getting out of your comfort zone and 

trying new experiences, but that can 

sometimes be easier said than done. It’s 

called your comfort zone for a reason.

That’s why I was excited – and terrified – 

to try hot-air ballooning on a recent trip 

to the Barossa Valley in South Australia. 

Ultimately, trying something different paid 

off, and you can now consider me a fully-

fledged ‘balloonatic’. You can read about 

what else I did to get out of my tourist rut 

on page 20.

Road safety is one area where it pays 

to keep a check on any bad habits that 

might be creeping in, and this edition we 

share some simple tips for motorcyclists 

to form some new good habits and stay 

safe on the road.

Home security is another area where it’s 

easy to be complacent, but, as our tips 

on page 10 show, it’s worth changing 

things up to deter would-be intruders  

– even when you’re away from home.

As always, our ‘What’s On’ page 22 has 

some of the best events for you to get 

along to, to make the most of every last 

day of the dry season.

I hope this issue spurs you on to shake 

up some of your habits, and perhaps 

form some new positive ones as well. 

Best,

Lauren Reid

Editor

BY LAUREN REID 
EDITOR

welcome

NOTICE OF AANT ANNUAL  
GENERAL MEETING

FINANCIAL REPORTS
In accordance with section 44 of the Northern Territory of Australia Associations Act the 
audited statement of accounts of the AANT Inc. will be available for inspection by members 
at: AANT:  2/14 Knuckey St, Darwin from 10th October 2017. 

VOTING AT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
In accordance with Rule 15 of the Rules of the Association, only financial Full and Life 
members of the Association are entitled to vote at meetings of the Association.

If you are unable to attend the AANT Annual General Meeting at 6pm on Tuesday, 24th  
October 2017, and you want another person (your proxy) to attend and vote on your behalf.  
You can choose any person who is a member of the AANT as your proxy or you may 
choose the Chair of the Meeting to act on your behalf. Proxy forms are available at: AANT 
2/14 Knuckey St. Darwin or www.aant.com.au    

NOTE:  The appointment of a proxy relates solely to any vote taken at the Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) or any adjournment of that meeting. The completed Proxy Form should be 
mailed to AANT, addressed as follows:-
AGM Proxy, CEO, AANT Inc., GPO Box 2584, DARWIN NT 0801.  
In accordance with Rule 34, completed Proxy Forms must be received by the CEO before 
5pm on Wednesday, 18th October 2017.

NOTICE is hereby given that the 54th Annual General Meeting of The Automobile 
Association of Northern Territory Inc. will be held  at the Oaks Elan Darwin on Tuesday, 24th 
October 2017 at 6pm.

BUSINESS

1.  To confirm the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 25th October 2016.

2.  To receive the Annual Report and Audited Accounts for the year ended 30th June 2017.

3.  To elect three members to the Council in accordance with Rule 17 of the Rules of   
 the Association.

 The following nominations for election to the Council have been received, with three   
 candidates to be elected:
 Mr Trevor Cox
 Mr Quentin Kilian
 Ms Suzanne Morgan
4.  To appoint an auditor for the 2017/2018 financial year in accordance with Rule 43 of   
 the Rules of the Association. The following nominations for appointment of Auditor   
 were received;
 Lowry’s Accountants
 Merit Partners
 KPMG
5.  To alter the  Rules of the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc,   

pursuant to Rule 47 of the Rules of the Association, by adopting in their place a  
Constitution which will update and modernise the current Rules of the Association.  
The new Constitution will reflect or adopt technological advances, legislative updates, 
and current practices of the Association. The proposed new Constitution will be 
available for review by members through the offices of the AANT at 2/14 Knuckey 
Street Darwin from 10 October 2017. 

6.  To deal with the other business of which due notice has been given. 

By order of the Council
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BY DAVID LOY 
AANT PRESIDENT

insight

Images © iStock, AANT, Woolworths.

COMPETITION WINNERS 
Congratulations to the following AANT competition winners from ntmotor June 2017:

Travel Pack: T Faulkhead, Katherine

Outdoors Pack: N Graves, Alice Springs

Book Pack: A Kane, Bakewell

A concern for auto clubs globally is the 

growing number of injuries and deaths 

caused by driver distraction due to smart 

phones and other devices. Drivers are 

still picking up their phones while driving, 

despite understanding the risks. This  

is high-risk behaviour, and potentially  

self-destructive. 

AANT is supportive of the Australian 

Automobile Association (AAA) in their 

application to FIA (Federation International 

Automotive) for a road-safety grant, to 

fund research into driver behaviour and 

for the development of educational and 

awareness materials targeted at young 

drivers and their parents, designed to 

reduce the number of deaths and injuries.

The issue of faulty airbags has again drawn 

recent media attention with pressure 

on car manufacturers to get them fixed. 

Recalls have been issued across a large 

number of car makes and models with 

over 2 million cars affected in Australia.  

We strongly recommend that vehicle 

owners act on letters from manufacturers 

or visit the Product Safety Australia 

website to check if your vehicle is affected. 

If you’re unsure or need some extra advice, 

AANT Members can contact the Technical 

Advisory Team to help answer your 

questions – just call 1300 661 466.

Preparation has begun for the AANT 

Annual General Meeting and you can find 

details about the meeting across the page. 

I encourage members to attend on the  

24 October or, if you are unable to be there 

in person, we can provide a proxy vote 

for you to appoint another member or the 

Chair of the meeting to act on your behalf. 

Wishing you safe and happy road travels.

David Loy 

AANT President

THOMAS MAXWELL SPONSORSHIP
AANT is a proud sponsor of up-and-coming Formula 3 driver and local Territorian, 
Thomas Maxwell. You may have spotted him in our road-safety campaign video, 
produced in collaboration with St John Ambulance NT and Channel Nine. At the 
end of 2016, Thomas signed on with Tech 1 Racing – following in the footsteps of F1 
superstar Daniel Riccardo. Thomas popped in to the AANT offices recently to catch up 
with the team, and it was great to hear how well he’s going. We can’t wait to follow his 
burgeoning career.

At our Alice Springs vehicle health checks in June, we had a bonus competition for anyone 
who requested an insurance quote on the day. C Watson from Alice Springs was the lucky 
winner of a Woolworths WISH gift card. We also ran a bonus competition for tickets to see 
Andre Rieu’s 2017 Maastricht Concert at Event Cinemas. Congratulations to  
M Commissarish from Durack and K Sutherland from Berrimah for winning this one.

BONUS COMPETITION WINNERS
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RIDER TRAINING
The old expression that something is ‘like 
riding a bike’ suggests that riding is easy and 
that, once you learn, you’ll never forget – but 
that’s not necessarily the case.

Like any form of driving – whether you’re 
behind the wheel of a car or on your 
push bike – riding a motorcycle requires 
concentration, coordination and plenty of 
practice. Whether you’re new to riding or 
not, you should consider taking a training 
course in motorcycle riding to brush up on 
your skills. 

GET THE RIGHT BIKE
Buy your bike with your head, as well as 
your heart. Consider the safety features and 
don’t overlook the basics, like being able to 
rest your foot comfortably flat on the ground 
when the bike is stationary. 

The majority of motorcycle crashes in the 
NT occur on rural roads. With the amount 
of sand and gravel on our roads, buying a 
bike that can handle different surfaces is 
important. That’s why safety features like 
ABS and traction control are key, as well as 
different engine modes for riding in varying 
weather conditions. 

GET THE RIGHT GEAR
A helmet is mandatory, so don’t skimp on it. 
If you fall, your instinct is to put your hands 
out to stop you hitting the ground, so invest 
in sturdy, leather motorcycle gloves with 
knuckle and palm protectors.

The Northern Territory’s wide open roads are ideal for long motorcycle rides, but they 
also pose many risks. Here’s our guide to riding safely.

Ride to survive

Leg injuries are common in motorcycle 
crashes, so a pair of sturdy motorcycle 
boots that cover your ankles and fit tightly is 
also essential.

If you fall off your bike on asphalt at 
60km/h, thick denim can rip apart in less 
than a second. That’s why it’s important to 
buy proper riding pants and jackets made 
from materials like Kevlar or leather. And, 
don’t worry – there are affordable riding 
clothes with ventilation to keep you cool in 
the Territory heat.

Ensure your helmet has ventilation, as you 
tend to sweat inside the helmet causing the 
visor to fog up, and also ensure there is room 
to wear your sunglasses under the helmet. 
Your riding gear should also have reflective 
strips that will make you more visible to other 
road users at night.

REGULAR CHECK-UPS
Sometimes it’s the little things that can make 
a big difference so allocate time for regular 
checks, and pay especially close attention 
before and after longer rides. 

Make sure your number plate, mirrors and 
lights are clean and positioned correctly. 
Also, check that your horn and indicators 
are working.

Ensure all the fluids – fuel, clutch, oil and 
brake – are topped up, and look for leaks. 
Test all levers and the throttle to make sure 
they work properly too.

You should also check your tyre pressure 
matches the recommendation in the 
owner’s manual, and look for punctures 

and excessive wear. This is also a good time 
to check your chain tension and wear on 
your sprockets.
Do a similar check after your ride, just in case 
anything has broken, worn or fallen off. Now 
is also a good time to lube the bike’s chain as 
the oil will seep into the O rings if everything’s 
still warm.

Image © iStock.
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motoring

Need an upgrade to some of your boating essentials? This boating adventure pack could be for 
you! Keep your drinks cool with this soft but sturdy 30-can esky bag from Coleman, and keep 
yourself cool with a Coleman mini fan. Stay safe on the water and be prepared for any possible 
mishap with a St John boating safety kit. For your chance to win, write your name, address and 
AANT membership number on the back of – or inside – an envelope and post it to:

A BOATING ADVENTURE PACKWIN

Conditions: The competition commences 11 September 2017 and ends with the last mail on 
30 October 2017. Total prize pool is valued at $66.90. Entry is open to all AANT Members. The 
first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at 
AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at 2pm 2 November 2017. The winner will be notified by 
mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the December 
2017 issue of ntmotor, published 4 December 2017. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed 
for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promotor is the 
Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 
ABN 13 431 478 529.

WIN a boating adventure pack
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
Darwin NT 0801

SAFE RIDING
Try to stay out of other road users’ blind 
spots and never assume they can see you, or 
that they’ll indicate before changing lanes. 
Maintaining a safe distance from other 
vehicles is critical for this reason. 

Since motorcycles take longer to stop than 
cars, it’s even more important to leave an 
adequate gap – we recommend staying back 
and observing the three-second gap rule. 

Usually, you should ride in the right wheel 
track, but on the crest of a hill or on multi-
lane roads move to the outside of your lane.

Avoid riding between wheel tracks as this 
is often slippery from dropped engine oil and 
diesel, especially when it’s raining.
NT has a very transient population with lots 
of caravans on the road, so be patient when 
overtaking slower vehicles.

Don’t be forced by peers into riding faster 
than makes you comfortable.

TWISTS AND TURNS
Taking a tight corner on a motorcycle holds 
an extra element of risk – especially in wet 

conditions – so there are a few things to 
consider to get it right.

Approach the corner at the signed speed, 
or a slower speed that matches the road and 
weather conditions. That not only means 
braking, but also selecting the right gear 
before you get there. Never change gears 
when you’re in the middle of taking a corner.

You should also position your bike as far 
left for a right corner and as far right for a left 
corner as is safe, while keeping an eye out 
for any slippery or broken road edges. You’ll 
be able to see further around the corner for 
approaching vehicles and other hazards like 
roadside objects, such as trees.

Thirdly, choose a late apex (that part of the 
corner where you are closest to the inside of 
the corner). An early apex will result in your 
bike running wide into oncoming traffic or off 
the side of the road.

On a left corner, your apex should be a 
safe distance from guide posts and rough 
edges, while on right corners make sure your 
head does not cross the centre line when the 
bike is leaned over.

RIDE TO THE CONDITIONS
Cold and wet roads have less grip, and rain 
makes it harder to see you. That’s why it’s 
important to always ride to the conditions.

Whether early morning or late at night, it’s 
almost impossible to spot NT’s unpredictable 
wildlife on the road. Make sure you scan the 
stretch of road ahead of and alongside you. 

Look out for uneven surfaces too, like 
potholes and gravel, plus slippery spots 
caused by oil or diesel spills, or even roadkill. 
If you noticed the hazard sooner rather than 
later, you might be able to safely avoid it.

Most importantly, take regular breaks 
and drink water often – especially in NT’s 
hot weather. If you’re dehydrated, you might 
cramp up, lose concentration and become 
disorientated, which can cause crashes in 
extreme circumstances.

DRIVERS AND 
PEDESTRIANS
Rider safety is a shared 
responsibility for all road users, 
so drivers and pedestrians also 
need to be aware of motorcyclists. 
Look twice for riders if you’re 
about to step off a kerb, and give 
them extra space if you’re driving 
alongside them.

Keep in mind that most 
motorcycles don’t have indicators 
that turn themselves off 
automatically, so a rider indicating 
a turn may just have forgotten to 
switch their indicator off.

For all the details on getting your 
motorbike licence, or to brush up on 
specific NT road rules for motorcyclists, 

head to www.nt.gov.au/driving/licences/ 
get-your-motorbike-licence

Image © Tourism Australia.

8   sep 2017



Show Your Card & Save

*^Discount applies to full retail price. Excludes already discounted and catalogue lines, Repco Specialty Tools, automotive, 
marine & deep cycle batteries, transmissions, engines & cylinder heads, Sat Nav, gift cards, combo deals and trade purchases 
and purchases from the Repco Authorised Service network. Exclusive to Auto Club members. Offer valid until 31 October 2017. 
Lifetime Warranty – Repco Branded Hand Tools are guaranteed against materials and workmanship for the life of the product. 
Visit www.repco.com.au for full terms and conditions.

HAND TOOLS
TOOL SETS 
TOOL KITS 
TOOL CHESTS

TOOL TROLLEYS
AIR TOOLS
JACKS AND
AXLE STANDS

SHOW YOUR CARD & SAVE!

25% OFF*
REPCO BRANDED TOOLS

EVERYDAY!
EVERYTHING

PROFESSIONAL QUALITY YOU CAN TRUST

BUILD YOUR WORKSHOP
WITH       TOOLS

Including standard single vision lenses

Price complete with standard single vision lenses with scratch resistant coating. 25% off when you select 1 pair of glasses from the $149 range or above. Discount includes lenses and 
lens options. Not to be used in conjunction with the 2 pairs for 1 low price. Valid Auto Club card must be presented at time of purchase.

Book an eye test online

Show your
AANT 
Membership 
Card & Save
On one pair of glasses with  
standard single vision lenses  
from the $149 range or above

www.aant.com.au  9
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Here are a few tips to give your home that lived-in look and prevent it 
from becoming a soft target while you’re on holidays.

Holiday security 

Image © iStock.

1.  Get someone to collect your 
mail or, if you’ll be away for a 
longer period, ask Australia 
Post to hold it for you until 
you’re back. Put a ‘no junk 
mail’ sticker on your letterbox 
to prevent catalogue bulge.

3. Put a hold on other regular  
 deliveries, like newspapers.

6.  Ask a trusted neighbour to 
occasionally park a car in your 
driveway and to roll the bin out 
to the kerb with a little garbage 
on board.

2.  Invest in sensor lights with 
timers for inside and outside 
the house. These can be 
programmed to create the 
illusion that someone’s at home. 

4. Get someone to mow your  
 lawn. Nothing says ‘no-one’s  
 home’ like a new jungle in  
 the street.

5.  A monitored alarm is the best 
way to ensure someone’s 
keeping an eye on your home 
24/7 and will ensure a quick 
response to any attempted 
break-in. Call your monitoring 
company to let them know the 
dates you’ll be away.

7. Alternatively, get a relative  
 or friend to house sit. Having  
 people coming and going  
 from the property – even if  
 it’s just for a few days at a time  
 – can be enough to throw off  
 the plans of a would-be  
 intruder. 

9. To limit hiding places for  
 burglars, trim any trees or  
 shrubs that obscure windows.

10.  Don’t advertise your 
impending holiday too widely 
on social media – even if you 
think you have tight security 
settings.

8. Ensure all windows, doors,  
 sheds and gates are locked  
 – it sounds simple, but you’ll  
 be surprised how often  
 people forget. 

To chat to someone about 
home insurance, speak to our 
consultants on 8925 5901 
or visit www.aant.com.au/
insurance

insurance

Disclaimer: This material is general information only about home security. Insurance is underwritten by QBE Insurance (Australia) Limited ABN 78 003 191 035 
AFSL 239545 (QBE). The Automobile Association of the Northern Territory ABN [13 431 478 529] AR No. [433569] (AANT) is an authorised representative of QBE. 
Any advice given is general in nature and does not take into account your personal needs, objectives and financial circumstances. You should read the Product 
Disclosure Statement to see if the policy is right for you.
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That’s my insurance.
That’s my AANT.

Since 1963

Insure your home and car with AANT.
To find out more, visit aant.com.au,  
call 8925 5901 or visit us instore.
Insurance is underwritten by QBE Insurance (Australia) Limited ABN 78 003 191 035 AFSL 239545 (QBE). The Automobile 
Association of the Northern Territory ABN [13 431 478 529] AR No. [433569] (AANT) is an authorised representative of QBE.
Read the Product Disclaimer Statement to see if policy is right for you.



new car reviews

Ford 
Mustang   
GT V8

It’s been the stuff of legends since 1964, 
when it was immortalised in the famous 
car chase in the film Bullitt. Nicknamed the 
‘Pony’, its long-bonnet styling is still turning 
heads half a century later and – coupled with 
the burbling sound of the V8 – you know 
why buyers are lining up, cash in hand, to 
get a Mustang. But this is about where the 
romance stops and the harsh reality of a two-
star ANCAP safety rating kicks in.

VALUE FOR MONEY 
Ford must figure if buyers are enamoured with 
the styling, then you can get away with fewer 
standard features. This is exactly what they’ve 
delivered with the Mustang. On top of that, 
you’ve got high ongoing running costs, with 
RAA’s 2017 Vehicle Running Costs Survey 
finding it was the most expensive sports car 
to own. 

DESIGN AND FUNCTION 
The Mustang is very much a styling exercise, 
where the recipe of long bonnet, short boot 
lid, fastback silhouette and classic bold 
grille has been followed. Because of these 
aesthetics, opening the long doors in a 
carpark requires some planning, or even 

driving to a deserted corner so you have the 
space to do it.

Inside, the front seats are comfortable 
and supportive, and if you can complete 
the gymnastics needed to get into the rear, 
there’s sufficient leg room but not a lot of 
head room. 

Built in the Ford heartland of Michigan, 
USA, there are some funny touches to the 
Mustang, such as the tongue-in-cheek 
‘ground speed’ written on the speedo and 
the Mustang ‘Pony’ graphic that’s projected 
onto the ground at night when you open 
the doors. 

ON THE ROAD 
In a straight line, the prodigious power from 
the 5L, V8 engine propels the fastback down 
the road. But, put it into a corner, and you’re 
quickly reminded that this a large, heavy car. 
The new, softer independent rear suspension 
makes for comfortable city driving, but put 
it on roads in the Adelaide Hills and the 
German sports sedans will walk all over it. 
The gear shift is knotchy and truck-like, with a 
bit of transmission jerkiness on first  
gear take-offs.

POWER

306kW @ 6500 rpm

TORQUE

530Nm @ 4250 rpm

PRICE AS TESTED

$57,490

FUEL CONSUMPTION

13.1L/100km

CRASH RATING (ANCAP)

 

WARRANTY

3 years/unlimited kilometres

FORD MUSTANG GT 5L V8 6 SPEED

One of the reasons for its two-star ANCAP 
rating was the lack of systems such as 
blind-spot monitoring, which is needed, 
as the fastback design has left it with poor 
rear visibility.

SUMMARY 
It’s a great looking car and, despite its 
shortcomings, there’s still a queue of people 
lining up to part with their hard-earned to own 
a Mustang, as it’s a purchase of the heart, not 
the head.

12   sep 2017



Mazda is on a roll with each new model, as 
they increasingly lead the other Japanese 
manufacturers in the styling and technology 
stakes. As the SUV craze continues, Mazda 
has given their baby SUV – the CX-3 – its first 
update and facelift since arriving here two 
years ago.

It’s also had a range of ride, handling 
and sound-deadening improvements and 
comes with Mazda’s version of Autonomous 
Emergency Braking, called Smart City Brake 
Support, as standard across the range – a 
first for this category.

The CX-3 has a choice of either a 
2L SkyActiv-G petrol engine or a 1.5L 
SkyActiv-D diesel engine, with either a 
6-speed SkyActiv manual transmission 
or 6-speed SkyActiv-Drive automatic 
transmission. It’s available in both Front-
Wheel Drive and i-ACTIV All-Wheel 
Drive options. 

VALUE FOR MONEY 
Mazda must figure with attractive styling and 
good safety credentials, they can get away 
with a premium price tag, as the cost is at the 
upper end for this category.

The range starts with the 2WD Neo petrol 
with manual transmission at $20,490 and 
stops at the Akari auto AWD with the 1.5L 
diesel at $37,890. The most popular sellers are 
likely to be mid-range Maxx, which we tested, 
or the sTouring. The Maxx has blind-spot 
monitoring and rear-cross safety alert (which 
tells the driver if other cars are approaching 
from the side when they’re backing out of a 
park or garage), while the dearer sTouring and 
Akari variants also get driver attention alert 
and traffic sign recognition. 

DESIGN AND FUNCTION 
The exterior styling is distinctive and easily 
recognised as part of the Mazda family. The 
attraction of an SUV is the higher seat, making 
hopping in and out of the car much easier. 

The CX-3 provides the best of both worlds, 
having the seat height of an SUV but the 
footprint and parking ability of a small car. Lift 
the tailgate, however, and you’re reminded it’s 
a small car, as the boot space is marginal and 
the rear seats are comfortable but not roomy. 

ON THE ROAD 
It doesn’t take long on the road to notice how 
well the sound-deadening improvements have 

POWER

109kW @ 6000 rpm 

TORQUE

192Nm @ 2800 rpm

PRICE AS TESTED

$26,890

FUEL CONSUMPTION

6.7L/100km 

CRASH RATING (ANCAP)

  

WARRANTY

3 years/unlimited kilometres

MAZDA CX-3 MAXX AWD 2L PETROL

worked, but the noise from the 2L SkyActiv 
engine still invades the cabin when it gets 
into the higher rev range. The 2L engine is a 
balanced recipe that delivers ample power 
while maintaining a reasonable fuel economy.

The CX-3 handles like a car and, in the city, 
it’s as easy to park and use as a Mazda3. 

SUMMARY 
The CX-3 is a functional and easy-to-
live-with small SUV wrapped in a good 
safety package. 

Mazda  
CX-3

www.aant.com.au  13



front driver’s powered seat with memory 
function and satellite navigation as standard. 
All variants had a five-star ANCAP rating.

Check the seatbelts of third-row seats 
fully retract, as they can become weak and 
slow to operate over time. It’s worth getting 
someone to inspect the front ball joint and 
rear suspension differential mounting bushes, 
as these seem to be an issue if the car’s 
clocked up a lot of kilometres. 

We have some reports of the transmission 
oil cooler cracking on the inside, producing 
a milky coolant in the overflow bottle and an 
expensive $6000 transmission replacement. 

Some will be up for the major service, 
which is due every six years or 90,000km for 
the petrol variant, so factor in a cost of about 
$450, or $630 for the diesel. 

If you also need coolant and brake fluid, the 
cost ends up at $710 and $955 respectively.

The Territory is a solid family SUV and 
great for touring. For those travelling, it has 
the advantage of a dealer network all over 
Australia, so parts and repairs are covered.  

The Ford Territory was first launched in 
2004 to the growing SUV market, and it 
didn’t get its first major upgrade until 2011. 
Known as the SZ range, it included petrol 
and diesel engine options, available in either 
an all-wheel drive or a rear-wheel drive-train. 
Caravanners tend to like the diesel all-wheel-
drive version. However, for those just doing 
general driving, the petrol version with rear-
wheel drive may be better. There were five 
and seven-seater options to choose from. 

The range started with the TX, with 
automatic climate control, remote central 
locking, dusk-sensing head lights, rear 
parking sensors, a powered front seat, 
power mirrors, power steering, CD radio, roof 
rails and a trip computer.

The mid-range TS also has dual-zone 
temperature control air-conditioning, 18-inch 
alloys, front fog lights, a leather steering 
wheel, a seven-speaker CD radio system, 
reversing camera and a third row of seats.

The top-of-the-range Titanium has day-
time LED running lights, leather upholstery, 

PRICE RANGE
TX petrol $13,000–$17,100 
TX diesel $14,400–$18,400 
TS petrol $14,700–$18,900 
Titanium diesel $19,600–$24,800

PRICE WHEN NEW
TX petrol $39,990 
TX diesel $43,240  
TS petrol $46,990 
Titanium diesel $58,240

AVERAGE KILOMETRES
102,000km

CRASH RATING (ANCAP) 

Ford  
Territory   
2011

used car review
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for your next driving holiday. The Hema Maps Australia Touring Atlas is so much more than your 
average road map, with camp sites, rest stops, national parks and caravan parks across the 
country marked out for you. Whip up a cuppa while you’re on the road with this Go Travel fast-boil 
kettle. For your chance to win, write your name, address and AANT membership number on the 
back of – or inside – an envelope and post it to:

A DRIVING HOLIDAY PACKWIN

Conditions: The competition commences 11 September 2017 and ends with the last mail on 
30 October 2017. Total prize pool is valued at $91.45. Entry is open to all AANT Members. The 
first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at 
AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at 2pm 2 November 2017. The winner will be notified by 
mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the December 
2017 issue of ntmotor, published 4 December 2017. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed 
for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promotor is the 
Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 
ABN 13 431 478 529.

WIN a driving holiday pack
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YES! Please reserve the “The Wonderful World of Disney 
Christmas Tree” for me as described in this advertisement. I 
understand I need pay nothing now.

Please allow up to 10 business days for delivery. All sales subject to product availability and reservation acceptance. Credit 
criteria may apply. Our privacy policy is available online at www.bradford.com.au. You must be over 18 years old to apply. 
From time to time, we may allow carefully screened companies to contact you. If you would prefer not to receive such offers, 
please tick this box. q

                  Title: ______   First Name: _________________________

                   Surname: _____________________________________

                   Address: _____________________________________

                    _________________________ Postcode: __________

                   Phone:  ______________________________________

                   Email:  _______________________________________  

                Signature:  _____________________________________

THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE
Please Respond Promptly

1. ONLINE at www.bradford.com.au/disney 
    quoting promotion code: 94419
2. MAIL no stamp required, to: The Bradford 
    Exchange, Reply Paid 86369 Parramatta NSW  2124

3. PHONE: Toll-Free 1300 725 103   8am-5pm  Mon – Fri

PAY NOTHING NOW

Over the years the beloved Disney characters 
have given us countless gifts... unforgettable 
moments of love, laughter and imagination. Now 
the magic of Disney delivers all the joys of the 
holidays with The Wonderful World of Disney 
Christmas Tree.
 With 4 levels of rotating movement–including 
two separate trains, a parade of dancing 
princesses and dashing princes and Mickey in his 
sleigh with Pluto leading the way – you’ll watch 
as the Disney Express seems to “climb” higher up 
the tree. On each tier, Engineer Mickey “collects” 
gifts from all your favourite Disney friends. 
There’s Winnie the Pooh, the Seven Dwarfs, 
Pinocchio, the Disney Princesses, Donald Duck, 
Daisy and more. Plus, 20 LED lights colourfully 
illuminate the ten hand-crafted, hand-painted 
scenes that feature over 50 Disney figurines. And, 
for the perfect finishing touch, this remarkable 
collectable plays a medley of festive holiday 
carols.

Exceptional value; attractively priced.

The Wonderful World of Disney Christmas Tree can 
be yours for $299.95, payable in 5 easy payments of 
only $59.99, plus $19.99 postage and handling. But 
don’t wait! Legions of Disney lovers are expected to 
respond. That’s why we must limit reservations to 
one per customer. To reserve The Wonderful World of 
Disney Christmas Tree, send no money now. Just 
return the coupon or go online today at 
www.bradford.com.au/disney

Features 
• Over 50 sculpted, 

hand-painted 
Disney characters 

• Four levels of  
rotating tree 
movement

• Ten  
illuminated  
scenes

Pluto “flies” 
Mickey’s sleigh  
round the tree!

©2017 The Bradford Exchange Ltd. A.B.N. 13 003 159 617

For quickest delivery, order online:
www.bradford.com.au/disney

Quoting promotion code: 94419

with Music & Motion!

Shown smaller than its impressive actual size of approx. 40.6cm high! Powered by AC Adapter (included) or 3 
“AA” batteries (not included).

14-00567-001A

©Disney. Winnie the Pooh elements based on the works of A. A. Milne and E. H. Shepard

NOT AVAILABLE 

ANYWHERE ELSE
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motor news
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Has your car 
been recalled?
More than two million Australian vehicles have been recalled 
because of a potentially deadly airbag fault that’s reportedly killed 
one Aussie and seriously injured another. Worryingly though, many 
of these cars are still out on the road.

In April, a Northern Territory woman was seriously injured. More 
recently, in July, a Sydney man was killed after he was struck in the 
neck by an object thought to have come from a Takata airbag. The 
issue has also been linked to about 17 deaths overseas.

Thirteen different car brands, including Honda, Mazda, Ford, 
BMW, Mitsubishi and Toyota, have been affected by the faulty 
airbags supplied by automotive parts company, Takata.
Vehicles made as far back as 1999, and as recently as 2016, are part 
of what is the largest automotive recall in history and motorists are 
being urged to check if their car’s on the list.
The recall’s due to a defective inflator that, when deployed in the 
event of a crash, is known to have projected shards of metal at the 
car’s occupants.

The first round of recalls were made back in 2013, however the 
recent incidents have sparked renewed calls for motorists to check 
if their vehicle’s affected and to ensure they follow the instructions if 
they’ve received a recall notice.

Meanwhile, an investigation by CHOICE revealed that – because 
of a parts shortage – some airbags are being replaced by newer 
versions of the same faulty airbag as a short-term fix. Research 
shows the new airbags are less likely to be defective than older ones 
that have naturally degraded over time, reducing the immediate risk. 
These airbags will eventually need to be replaced too.
Also, while a serious issue, it’s important to know that overall, 
airbags have still significantly improved car safety and motorists 
should not disable airbags or attempt DIY repairs. In fact, the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration in the US says airbags 
saved 2400 lives in 2014 alone.

Bottom line for motorists? The repairs won’t cost you anything  
(the manufacturer will pay), but it’s important to head to  
www.productsafety.gov.au to see if your car’s on the list. 
If you have concerns about the safety of your car, contact the 
manufacturer and have your VIN or registration number on hand.

More brands on-board 
with self-driving tech
Progress on self-driving vehicle technology doesn’t look like slowing 
any time soon, with Jaguar Land Rover and Apple both joining the 
push. Jaguar Land Rover will collaborate with ride-sharing company 
Lyft, providing a fleet of vehicles to test the application of self-driving 
cars in that particular market. Meanwhile, Apple’s focus will be on 
the artificial intelligence systems at play in self-driving cars – not 
necessarily building their own vehicles.

Mitsubishi joins  
Renault-Nissan  
Down Under
The global partnership of Mitsubishi, Renault and Nissan is set to 
make its mark on Australian shores thanks to a new shared parts 
distribution warehouse. The six-star energy-rated facility will be 
located in Melbourne’s Truganina and will cover more than 36,000m2 
– making it one of Australia’s largest automotive logistics facilities 
when it is completed in December this year.  
News broke about the merger in October 2016, and the alliance is set 
to announce the details of their first shared vehicle soon.
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Ask an expert…

motoring

WINNELLIE Automotive Solutions 
166 Coonawarra Road 8984 4555 

WINNELLIE NT Auto Repairs 
9 Steele Street 8947 4746

WINNELLIE St John Ambulance Darwin 
7 Raphael Road 8922 4435

WINNELLIE Winnellie Auto Centre 
370 Stuart Highway 8984 4448

WOOLNER Auto Inspection and Road Service• 
Unit 15/34 Bishop Street 8981 7333 

WOOLNER Paul’s Service Centre 
6 Charlton Court 8941 1322

YARRAWONGA Atic Mechanical Repairs  
Shed 2–3, 17 Beresford Road 8932 2002

specialist repairers 
automotive windscreens
ALICE SPRINGS 
Trusty Windscreen Service 
31 North Stuart Highway  8952 3322

COCONUT GROVE Windscreens Territory 
2 Totem Road  8948 1288

YARRAWONGA Top End Windscreens & Tinting 
4 McCourt Road 8932 4040

STUART PARK O’Brien Glass 
38 Stuart Highway         8923 1600

WINNELLIE Top End Windscreens & Tinting 
Unit 1/109 Reichardt Road        8947 4460

automotive electrician 

COCONUT GROVE  
A&C Automotive Electrics• 
Unit 1/6 Travers Street  8948 1244

diesel specialist 

WINNELLIE 
Diesel Injection Service NT 
3/4 Roni Court 8984 3803

crash repairers 
ALICE SPRINGS Andrew Paterson Crash Repairs  
49 Priest Street  8952 6360

BERRIMAH Boscato Panel Works 
1140 McMillans Road 8984 3137

DARWIN Darwin Crash Repairs 
2 Finniss Street 8981 4000

WINNELLIE B & S Body Works 
85 Winnellie Road 8947 2251

WINNELLIE Fair Trade Auto’s 
107 Winnellie Road 8900 7689

mechanical repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Peter Kittle Motor Co 
46 Stuart Highway         8955 4200

ALICE SPRINGS St John Ambulance  
74 Sargent Street       8950 0600

BERRIMAH Hidden Valley Auto Ctr  
9 Hidden Valley Road 8947 0060

CASUARINA Ultra Tune 
Casuarina Shopping Centre,  
247 Trower Road 8945 2122

COCONUT GROVE 
Ben’s Automotive Service Centre 
47 De Latour Street 8985 5455

COCONUT GROVE Prompt Auto Repairs Pty Ltd• 
14 Travers Street         8985 6733

DARWIN All About Mechanical 
72 McMinn Street         8981 8228

PALMERSTON Ultra Tune 
3 Muluka Street 8931 3411

STUART PARK Darwin Motor Group 
34 Stuart Highway 8946 4444

STUART PARK Brian Turner Automotive 
35 Stuart Highway 8981 9191

Automobile Association of the Northern Territory 

approved repairers

•AANT Battery StockistTerms and conditions apply. Visit www.aant.com.au for more information.

If your car has been well maintained, it’s unlikely driving low on fuel will 
cause any damage. You might, however, experience some problems if 
it’s an older car.
As the fuel gets low, the bottom of the tank starts to pick up debris. 
So, regularly driving with a tank that’s nearly empty could cause 
damage over time and make it harder to get rid of impurities in the fuel, 
which can then gradually make their way to the engine.
But, in most cases, driving around on a thirsty tank isn’t nearly as bad 
as you’d think. You’re simply likely to end up on the side of the road, 
wishing you’d filled up sooner.
It might be worth knowing how far you can travel after your low-fuel 
warning comes on. Each car’s different and, while it has a lot to 
do with the condition of the road and your driving habits, you can 
generally last about 20km to 60km before the engine shuts off.

“Will I damage my car by  
driving when the fuel tank’s  
nearly empty?”

Again, this won’t actually damage a car that’s in good condition, but it 
will cause unnecessary hassle, so think of the low-fuel light as a ‘final 
warning’.
Try to also stay on top of your car’s maintenance and check or replace 
fuel filters as per the manufacturer’s recommendations, to keep the 
fuel system in good shape – whether it’s old or new.
If you do get stuck, and your car takes unleaded petrol, our Road 
Service patrols can help by giving you a top-up so you can reach 
a nearby petrol station. For any fuel other than unleaded, you’ll be 
offered a tow so you can fuel-up. Towing distances depend on 
your level of coverage and your breakdown location, so check your 
entitlements at http://www.aant.com.au/membership/.
For answers to any other niggling car questions, give our 
Technical Advice Hotline a call on 1300 664 466.
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VISIT THE AANT SHOP, CORNER OF KNUCKEY AND SMITH STREET,  
OR ORDER OVER THE PHONE ON (08) 8925 5901.

Catalogue offers valid from 15 September 2017 to 14 December 2017 or until stocks last.
Prices are correct at the time of print.
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travel

older. Getting a bird’s-eye view of the region’s 
patchwork quilt of vineyards, paddocks, 
towns and homesteads is the ultimate 
bucket-list experience.

Flights include a champagne breakfast 
– which really hits the spot after that 5am 
start – back at Justin’s new visitor centre 
in Nuriootpa.
TIP: Don’t stress if you can’t get the perfect 
photo – chances are, Justin will. Just wait 
until you see how he manages to get shots of 
your whole group while up in the air. 

Explore some  
local history

You may’ve seen them whizzing up and 
down tourist thoroughfares in Europe, but 
hopping on a Segway in the Barossa is a 
whole different kind of experience.

Gravel paths and grassy hills provide an 
extra degree of difficulty to what can already 
be a gravitationally challenging experience 
for the uncoordinated among us. But never 
fear! Your instructors – including, in my case, 
Segway Sensation SA owner Shane Camilleri 
– are so encouraging, they’ll have you feeling 
like a ‘seg-spert’ in no time.

The Barossa is nothing short of iconic, 
and its tourism industry is diversifying 
at breakneck speed. The traditional 

bakeries and endless rows of vines are still 
there, and so is the accompanying country 
hospitality. But there are plenty of new ways 
to see – and taste – the Barossa. Here are 
some of my favourites…

Take to  
the sky

Scaredy-cat alert! That was how I started my 
Barossa balloon adventure, anyway. By the 
time we were 5000ft in the air and soaking 
up the stunning morning light, I couldn’t have 
felt more comfortable.

That was thanks, in part, to the 
camaraderie that inevitably develops 
when a group of 16 strangers are huddled 
together in a basket in the sky, but mostly 
it was thanks to the expertise of my pilot, 
Justin Stein.

No one knows Barossa ballooning like 
Justin; he’s been ballooning for about  
30 years, his father was a hot air balloon 
pilot before him, and his daughter is keen to 
join Barossa Balloon Adventures when she’s 

If you’re after a taste of adventure to take your food and wine holiday to the next 
level, SA’s Barossa Valley might just hit the spot. Words: Lauren Reid

Barossa Valley:   
the new classics

You’d be forgiven for spending most of 
the tour perfecting your twists and turns, but 
make sure you take the time to soak up the 
views and get some photos looking down at 
the winery from the top of the hill.

Enough with the adrenalin? Take a relaxing 
amble through Seppeltsfield’s historic 
buildings and grounds on the daily Heritage 
Tour, which finishes with a hosted tasting of 
some of the winery’s top drops.
TIP: Why not spend a whole day at 
Seppeltsfield? Segway in the morning, tour in 
the afternoon, a spot of shopping at the Jam 
Factory gallery and store, and lunch at the 
award-winning FINO restaurant. 

Test your  
tastebuds

If you’re a wine novice like me, cellar door 
tastings can be daunting. What’s the correct 
glass-swirling etiquette? Why does this pinot 
taste so different from the one I tried at the 
previous winery? 

Thankfully, Jacob’s Creek – and my 
delightful host, Cheryl – were able to answer 
all my questions as part of my Sensory Food 
and Wine Experience.
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Everything from the lightest white to the 
heartiest red they had to offer was covered, 
as well as petite nibbles of different foods to 
help me learn how the two interact.

Jacob’s Creek’s suite of boutique visitor 
experiences is about to expand, and I’ll be 
heading back to try the ‘Blend Bar’, where 
you can create your own wine blend to take 
away – and even get a case of it sent to your 
home to share with friends and family.
TIP: Get your guide to talk you through the 
winery’s fascinating history and its various 
guises – from Gramp & Sons to Orlando’s to 
Jacob’s Creek. Pop into St Hugo, Jacob’s 
Creek’s neighbour, if you’ve got some 
spare time. 

Hit the  
open road

If you’re after a little more adrenalin, then 
Tony Tscharke’s Barossa Unique Tours is 
for you! Feel the wind in your hair as you 
cruise around the Barossa in an iconic 1966 
Mustang Convertible or custom trike – or if 

the weather is wild and woolly, rug up in a 
luxurious Jeep Grand Cherokee.

I left the itinerary for my Mustang tour 
completely up to Tony, as I wanted to tap 
into his local knowledge and get off the 
beaten track. With nothing but a vague 
mention of the kind of wine I liked, Tony 
improvised the perfect itinerary that helped 
me continue the wine education I started at 
Jacob’s Creek.

Wherever we went, Tony had a wealth of 
facts and figures about the place, and we 
were greeted like family – a common theme 
of my Barossa visit, in fact.

For fans of sleek design, I’d recommend 
including Hewitson Wines in your tour, and 
for those after a more rustic touch, you 
can’t miss Seabrook or Flaxman Wines. 
If you’re after a foodie pit-stop along the 
way, Z Wine’s cellar door in Tanunda does 
mouth-watering platters.
TIP: Whatever you do, make sure you get 
Tony to include Barossa Cheese Co. on 
your tour itinerary and try a nibble of the 
Barossa Geo.

PREVIOUS PAGE: Sunrise ballooning; 
outdoors at Jacob’s Creek; delicious local 
produce. THIS PAGE: Tony’s ’66 Mustang; 
food and wine matching; motoring history at 
Seppeltsfield.
Images © Barossa Unique Tours, Barossa Balloon 
Adventure, Josie Withers.

The Barossa is full of quaint B&Bs 
and great family caravan parks, 
but for a touch of luxury, my pick 
is the Novotel Barossa Valley 
Resort. On-site wine tastings, 
a gourmet restaurant, stunning 
views from the pool and endota 
spa treatments all help you 
unwind after a jam-packed day 
of adventures.

Need somewhere to stay?

travel
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what’s on NT

17 SEPTEMBER  
Mitchell Street Mile  
Darwin 
With categories for kids, defence and services  
personnel, and even fancy dress, there’s a mile  
for just about everyone to race in the heart of Darwin’s  
CBD. There’s plenty for spectators too, with local businesses 
open for refreshments throughout the afternoon. 
www.mitchellstreetmile.com.au

AN OVERSEAS TRAVEL PACKWIN

WIN an overseas travel pack
Automobile Association of the NT Inc.
GPO Box 2584
Darwin NT 0801

Conditions: The competition commences 11 September 2017 and ends with the last mail on 30 
October 2017. Total prize pool is valued at $112.35. Entry is open to all AANT Members. The first 
entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 
2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at 2pm 2 November 2017. The winner will be notified by mail or phone 
within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the December 2017 issue of ntmotor, 
published 4 December 2017. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used 
in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promotor is the Automobile Association of the 
Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

Planning on heading further afield for your next holiday? Get organised with this pack of travel 
essentials. Keep your important documents organised with the Grid-It ultimate organiser, and keep 
your passport safe from scammers in this RFID shield wallet. Make sure you get some shut-eye on the 
plane with the Go Travel ‘Cuddle Up’ pillow and, at the end of your flight, you’ll spot your luggage from 
a mile away thanks to these Korjo colourful luggage tags. For your chance to win, write your name, 
address and AANT membership number on the back of – or inside – an envelope and post it to:

1–7 OCTOBER 
Kakadu Bird Week  
Kakadu National Park 
Kakadu Bird Week is sure to ruffle your 
feathers. From tours and cruises to panel 
discussions, there’ll be events for the 
whole family. Learn all about our feathered 
friends from NT’s leading experts. 
www.parksaustralia.gov.au/kakadu

22 SEPTEMBER 
The Merchant of Venice  
Darwin Entertainment Centre 
Bell Shakespeare’s retellings bring Shakespeare 
to life for modern audiences. Proving that love 
and money still make the world go ’round, their 
production of The Merchant of Venice will have 
you laughing ’til you cry. 
www.bellshakespeare.com.au

3–6 NOVEMBER 
Marrakai Mango Festival  
Marrakai  
There’s plenty to celebrate about the humble  
mango. So much, in fact, that it’s now got its  
own weekend. Join the Corroboree Quiz Night, the Mary 
River cruise or just take on the challenge to taste as many 
mangoes as you can. 
www.purplemangocafe.com.au

22 SEPT–1 OCT  
Parrtjima Light Festival  
Alice Springs Desert Park 
Created in partnership with local Aboriginal artists and  
art centres, Parrtjima projects stunning artworks  
onto the MacDonnell Ranges each evening for  
10 days. Share your best photographs online  
with #parrtjimaaustralia or #Parrtjima. 
www.parrtjimaaustralia.com.au

17 NOVEMBER 
Rugby League World Cup Quarter Final  
Darwin Stadium 
Get fired up for the Rugby League World Cup! 
This year Darwin’s scored itself the chance to 
host a Quarter Final, so warm up those vocal 
chords, pick your side and get cheering. 
www.rlwc2017.com

24 SEPTEMBER  
An Evening with Tex, Don & Charlie  
Darwin Entertainment Centre 
The supergroup is back. Join Tex Perkins  
(The Cruel Sea), Don Walker (Cold Chisel) and Charlie 
Owen (The New Christs) for a night of songs and  
stories from 1993’s Sad But True, 2005’s All is Forgiven  
and their latest, You Don’t Know Lonely. 
www.yourcentre.com.au

2 OCTOBER  
Midnight Oil  
ANZAC Oval, Alice Springs 
There’ll be plenty for old and new fans alike on 
Midnight Oil’s first tour in 15 years. Support  
acts Dan Sultan and Apakatjah will get you  
ready to rock all night. The band will also be 
perform at Darwin Amphitheatre on 4 October. 
www.midnightoil.com
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Thrifty Ad

Get 15% off the best
rate of the day
Thrifty have just been awarded Canstar Blue’s 5 stars for customer satisfaction and best value for money
in hire cars. As an AANT Member, across Australia and NZ you’ll enjoy 15% off the best rental rates of the
day, $5 per day off protection options and 30% off GPS hire, plus add an additional driver free of charge.

aant.com.au/thrifty or 08 8925 5901 

Head to thrifty.com.au/aant-offers for terms and conditions.
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