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Clare comforts
A trip to SA’s Clare Valley

SHINE SOME LIGHT
A look at the humble headlight

TINY TOWNS OF TOKYO
Big city, little neighbourhoods



75th Anniversary of the Bombing of Darwin

Commemorative Number Plates 
As part of The Territory Remembers program and in  
partnership with the Automobile Association of the  
Northern Territory (AANT), the Northern Territory 
Government is proud to release 999 sets of specially 
designed and manufactured commemorative vehicle 
number plates.

The Territory Remembers program aims to increase  
awareness of the Northern Territory’s involvement in  
WWII, and commemorate the 75th anniversary of the  
bombing of Darwin and the defence of Northern 
Australia. 

The plates are on sale for $150 and available to  
purchase from 14 May 2016 to 27 February 2017.

All proceeds will be donated to Legacy NT to care for  
families of incapacitated and deceased veterans in  
the Northern Territory.

To order, visit or call AANT on 08 8925 5901 or for 
more  
information visit www.territoryremembers.nt.gov.au 
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Disclaimer – No responsibility is accepted by the AANT for the accuracy of information contained in advertisements 
in ntmotor. Publication of an advertisement does not constitute endorsement by the AANT of any product, nor 
warrant its suitability. ntmotor DOES NOT ACCEPT UNSOLICITED MATERIAL.

© Copyright Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc. All rights reserved. This material is copyright 
under Australian and international laws. Except as permitted under the relevant law, no part of this work may be 
reproduced by any process without prior written permission of and acknowledgement to the AANT.

Mintaro Maze, Clare Valley, South Australia. 
Image © SATC.
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NEW BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER

BY DAVID LOY 
AANT PRESIDENT

in brief insight

You might think there’s not much to know 

about the humble car headlight – after all, 

they seem like a pretty mundane vehicle 

feature; but, this edition, we discover 

there’s actually a lot more to them then 

you might realise. Indeed, our technical 

experts have shared their need-to-know 

tips on everything from the different types 

of lights and when to turn them on, to 

how to clean them. Turn to page 8 to 

read more.

On the travel front, we take a journey to 

South Australia’s stunning Clare Valley – 

a perfect place to head to if you’re looking 

to escape the wet season. From bike 

rides through vineyards to an elaborate 

hedge maze, you can read our advice on 

page 22. 

If you want to head a little further, then 

our feature on the many neighbourhoods 

of Tokyo might be just the inspiration 

you need. The Japanese city probably 

seems daunting at first, but as we 

discover, it’s not all skyscrapers and 

crowds – this intriguing destination 

is actually a series of small friendly 

communities. Turn to page 24 to 

read more.  

Also in this December edition, we look 

at some important things to consider 

when choosing home insurance (page 

6), give you some of the latest motoring 

news (page 16), and tell you about 

some upcoming events in the Territory 

(page 27). 

We hope you have a save and merry 

holiday season! 

Jane Woodhams

Editor

BY JANE WOODHAMS 
EDITOR

welcome

Images @ iStock, AANT.

COMPETITION WINNERS 
AANT member Paul Morris was the lucky winner of our 
Darwin Getaway competition, which we ran in the last 
edition of ntmotor. 

He’s won a night’s accommodation for two people at 
Oaks Elan Darwin and a $50 dining voucher for O.A.K, 
the hotel’s onsite restaurant. 

Oaks Elan Darwin is a stylish hotel located near the 
Darwin Waterfront Precinct that blends contemporary 
apartment accommodation with resort-style leisure 
amenities and superior conference and events 
facilities.

Don’t forget, AANT members get 10 per cent off the 
best available rate at Oaks Elan Darwin.

Also, congratulations to Erin Mcauley who won the 
Antler suitcase competition. 

To commemorate the 75th anniversary of the bombing of Darwin, the NT Government has created 
limited-edition number plates to mark 
the occasion and raise awareness of the 
Territory’s involvement in WWII.

Only 999 of these specially designed plates 
are available and all proceeds go to Legacy, 
a charity that supports the families of 
incapacitated and deceased veterans.

The commemorative plates can be  
ordered from AANT by calling 8925 5901.  
For more information, go to www.territoryremembers.nt.gov.au/number-plates 

THE TERRITORY  
REMEMBERS NUMBER PLATES  

A ST JOHN OFF-ROAD FIRST AID KIT  WIN

It’s been another big year at the AANT with 

many changes and new opportunities for 

the association and its members.

Earlier this year we launched AANT 

insurance to offer all Territorians 

competitive insurance products. The 

feedback we’ve received from members 

and the general public has been 

very encouraging, with many people 

commenting on our Facebook page and in 

the NT News about how pleased they are 

to finally have choices for their insurance. 

Since we commenced offering insurance 

in July this year, we’ve already helped 

over 900 Territorians with competitive 

and comprehensive cover across 

multiple policies.

If you need to renew your insurance, or 

even if just want to compare with your 

current policy, please call our fully qualified 

staff to assist you, and don’t forget that 

AANT members get up to 10 per cent off!

This year also saw us transition to a new 

road service model, to help improve the 

member experience when you break down 

on the road – keep an eye out for the new 

vans on the road.

Thank you for your continued support; 

this year we celebrated 53 years as an 

association!

On behalf of the AANT Council and staff, 

we wish you all a Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year. If you are travelling over 

Christmas, please drive safely and look out 

for each other.

David Loy 

AANT President

2016 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Association’s 53rd Annual General Meeting (AGM) was held on 25 October 2016  
at the Oaks Elan Darwin.

The minutes of the 2015 AGM were confirmed and the Association’s Annual Report and 
Accounts for the year ended 30 June 2016 were accepted. The elected chair, David Loy, 
presented the previous AGM minutes, 2015–16 
Financial Reports and other nominated business. 

The chair announced the retirement of three 
councillors, each of whom nominated for re-election. 
As no other nominations were received, the following 
retiring nominees were re-elected unopposed: 

• Doug Phillips

• Graeme Buckley

• Cassandra Emmett

AN ANTLER FLIGHT ORGANISERWIN

George Ikonomou has recently joined the AANT 
team as Business Development Manager to provide 
assistance to our commercial members. George 
moved to Darwin three years ago and brings to 
the AANT a wealth of experience working with 
commercial clients in the banking sector. He sees 
commercial membership as a great benefit to local 
business owners, as it can minimise disruptions by 
having their vehicles covered by AANT in the event 
of a breakdown. If you’re looking for savings at the 
pump, then talk to him about applying for an AANT 
United Fuel fuel card. New and existing commercial 
members will receive an 8c/litre discount for the 
first two months and a 6c/litre discount from then 
on. If you’d like to have a chat to George about your 
business needs, call him on 8925 5901 or email 
gikonomou@raa.com.au

75th Anniversary of the Bombing of Darwin

Commemorative Number Plates 

As part of The Territo
ry Remembers program and in  

partnership with the Automobile Association of the  

Northern Territo
ry (AANT), the Northern Territo

ry 

Government is proud to release 999 sets of specially 

designed and manufactured commemorative vehicle 

number plates.

The Territo
ry Remembers program aims to increase  

awareness of the Northern Territo
ry’s involvement in  

WWII, and commemorate the 75th anniversary of the  

bombing of Darwin and the defence of Northern 

Australia. 

The plates are on sale for $150 and available to  

purchase from 14 May 2016 to 27 February 2017.

All proceeds will be donated to Legacy NT to care for  

families of incapacitated and deceased veterans in  

the Northern Territo
ry.

To order, visit or call AANT on 08 8925 5901 or for 

more  

information visit www.territo
ryremembers.nt.gov.au 

Conditions: The competition commences 5 December with the last mail on 17 February 2017. Total prize pool is valued at $99.00. Entry is open 
to all AANT Members. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey 
Street, Darwin, at 2pm on 21 February. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in 
the March 2017 issue of ntmotor, published on 13 March 2017. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 
ABN 13 431 478 529.

This great little carry-on bag is both stylish and functional, and is just the thing for 
keeping your essentials close at hand. Weighing in at only 0.7kg, it’s incredibly light 
but still has the durability to be a world traveller. It features a fully lined interior, an 
adjustable and removable shoulder strap, and 
a sleeve strap for slipping over the handle of a 
wheeled suitcase. For your chance to win this 
handy travel companion, write your name, 
address and AANT Membership Number on 
the back of – or inside – an envelope and 
post it to:  
WIN an Antler flight organiser
Automobile Association of the NT Inc. 
GPO Box 2584 
DARWIN NT 0801

From minor cuts and scratches to more serious injuries, you never know when you’ll be 
called upon to render first aid. St John is the leading name in quality first aid gear, and 
this well-equipped kit is no exception. With over 120 items, including dressings, swabs 
and bandages, it’s ideal for use around the home or office. With its sturdy construction, 
it’s also perfectly suited for off-road 
adventure in the great outdoors. For 
your chance to win this tough little box, 
write your name, address and AANT 
Membership Number on the back of – 
or inside – an envelope and post it to: 
WIN a St John off-road first aid kit
Automobile Association of the NT Inc. 
GPO Box 2584 
DARWIN NT 0801

Conditions: The competition commences 5 December with the last mail on 17 February 2017. Total prize pool is valued at $98.00. Entry is open 
to all AANT Members. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey 
Street, Darwin, at 2pm on 21 February. The winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in 
the March 2017 issue of ntmotor, published on 13 March 2017. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. Cannot be used in conjunction 
with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 
ABN 13 431 478 529.
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Only 2
instalments of 

$49.99
(plus p&h)

Shown smaller than actual 
size of 16cm high

303-JIN05.01

©2016 The Bradford Exchange Ltd. 
A.B.N. 13 003 159 617

Nature’s most beautiful treasures are often its rarest. They glitter and gleam in quiet corners, 
beckoning you to discover the riches they hold within. Of all of Nature’s gems, the Fairy Wren is the 
most enchanting. Now, this precious jewel is showcased in a beautiful musical treasure inspired by 
the prized art of Joy Scherger and the genius of Peter Carl Fabergé’s famous jewelled eggs!

Beautifully hand-crafted and luxuriously finished
A Bradford Exchange exclusive design, the “Glittering Fairy Wren Music Box” opens to reveal 
a special surprise… an exquisite sculptured wren – expertly hand-crafted – capturing this 
feathered friend in all its vibrant splendour. Hand-crafted of precious Heirloom Porcelain®, 
the outer shell is lavished with over 80 sparkling hand-set gems, hued in a gorgeous sapphire 
blue, which perfectly complements the plumage of the wren. Hand-applied glazes bring a rich, 
sun-kissed lustre to the edition, while luxurious accents of 22-carat gold and raised tracery 
add gleaming elegance. The base is adorned with Joy Scherger’s heartwarming portrait of a 
happy wren family in which Mum, Dad and their little chicks bring life and wonder to a garden. 
Will it be yours? Turn the key to hear the beloved melody of ‘The Wind Beneath My Wings.’

Money-Back Guarantee -  Reserve Yours Today!
When you consider the opulent hand-crafting and abundant features of the “Glittering Fairy Wren 
Music Box”, it is truly amazing value, available for a very affordable two instalments of $49.99, 
a total of just $99.98, plus $9.99 postage and handling. Plus, our 365-day guarantee assures 
your complete satisfaction. But this is a strictly limited time offer. To reserve your music box, send no 
money now. Just return the coupon or go online today at www.bradford.com.au/fairywren

More than 80 
hand-set gems!

✦

Hand-crafted in 
Heirloom Porcelain® 

for sheer elegance

THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE
Please Respond Promptly

YES! Please reserve the “Glittering Fairy Wren Music Box” for me as 
described in this advertisement. I understand I need pay nothing now.

PAY NOTHING NOW

✂

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms               First Name:

Surname: 

Address:

          Postcode:

Phone: 

Email:  

Reserve yours today.  3 easy options:

1. MAIL  no stamp required, to:

The Bradford Exchange, Reply Paid  
86369 Parramatta  NSW  2124

or 2. PHONE: Toll-Free 1300 725 103
8am-5pm E.S.T Mon – Fri

or 3. ONLINE at www.bradford.com.au/fairywren  
quoting promotion code: 89406;

(

Please allow up to 10 business days for delivery. All sales subject to product availability and reservation acceptance. Credit 
criteria may apply. Our privacy policy is available online at www.bradford.com.au. From time to time, we may allow carefully 
screened companies to contact you. If you would prefer not to receive such offers, please tick this box. q

A Fabergé - Inspired Glittering Jewel!

Plays the  
uplifting melody of  
‘The Wind Beneath  

My Wings’

For quickest delivery, order online:
www.bradford.com.au/fairywren 

or call 1300 725 103
Quoting promotion code: 89406

insurance

Selecting insurance can be tricky. 
You not only need to calculate the 
dollar value of your property and 

possessions, but you also need to think 
about any unique circumstances specific to 
your location to make sure you’re covered.
To give you a helping hand, we’ve outlined 
some of the nasty surprises that could 
lead to you making a claim. How likely are 
these factors to affect you and does your 
current policy cover all the details? These 
are important questions to consider when 
choosing or renewing your policy.

1.  CYCLONES
The extreme winds, heavy rainfall and 
flooding associated with cyclones can cause 
devastating property damage. If you live in a 
cyclone-prone area, it’s essential to ensure 
your building and contents insurance covers 
natural disasters. 

2. FLOOD
Flooding can also be caused by a burst pipe 
or leaky roof. Replacing damaged furniture 

We look at some important things to consider when choosing 
insurance to ensure you’re adequately covered. 

Choosing insurance

Image © iStock.

and soggy carpets could prove extremely 
costly if you've failed to take out adequate 
insurance. And if a broken appliance has 
caused the problem, this may also need to 
be replaced. 

3. FIRES
Reducing fire damage is crucial, so ensure 
your property is well-equipped with fire 
extinguishers, fire blankets and smoke 
alarms. But even with all the precautions, 
catastrophic fires can still occur, so it's 
important to make sure your home is 
sufficiently insured. Some policies also cover 
the cost of alternative accommodation if you 
can’t live in your house after an accident. 

4. THEFT AND VANDALISM
Burglaries are a major reason for taking 
out home insurance but, according to the 
Australian Bureau of Statistics, vandalism 
is a bigger threat to your property than a 
break-in. Remember to report any incidents 
to the police, as this could help support any 
subsequent insurance claims.

Find out more about your insurance 
options by speaking to one of our 
consultants on 8925 5901 or visiting 

www.aant.com.au/insurance 

5. ACCIDENTAL DAMAGE*

Accidental damage cover is crucial for 
people who want to guard against everyday 
mishaps that could have expensive 
consequences, such as red wine spillage 
on a nice white carpet. Many policies don't 
include this type of cover as standard, so be 
sure you check your insurance documents 
before signing.

Insurance is underwritten by QBE Insurance (Australia) 
Limited ABN 78 003 191 035 AFSL 239545 (QBE). 
The Automobile Association of the Northern Territory 
ABN [13 431 478 529] AR No. [433569] (AANT) is an 
authorised representative of QBE. Read the Product 
Disclaimer Statement to see if the policy is right for you.  

*Accidental Damage is standard on our Home Cover
Prestige policy only.
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They might seem like a pretty basic car feature, but from those 
strange new bluish ones to the direction they need to be pointed, 
there’s a surprising amount to know about the humble headlight. 

STANDARD HEADLIGHTS
Also called low beams or dipped 
headlights, these should obviously 
be used to illuminate the road ahead 
at night. Also switch them on when 
driving on country roads during the 
day and – if your car doesn’t have 
fog lights – flick them on during 
bad weather.

HIGH BEAMS
Don’t use these within 200m of 
another vehicle, whether you’re 
approaching from the front or behind, 
as you’ll blind the other driver. It’s also 
a good idea to turn them off when 
going over a hill, as you won’t be able 
to see oncoming cars. But, did you 
know you can flick them on and off 
briefly to show that you’re about to 
overtake the vehicle ahead?  

DRIVING LIGHTS AND LED BARS 
These are extra, aftermarket lights that 
you can install on the front of your car 
and are generally used by motorists 
who do a lot of country or outback 
driving. They must be wired so they 
only light up when the high beams are 
on (so the high beam symbol on your 
dash will illuminate) and you should 
get advice to make sure you install 
them correctly.  

NOTE: The symbols on your dash are 
mostly universal, but check your car’s 
owner’s manual to be sure.

Modern cars are festooned with so 
many different lights that it’s hard to 
know when to use them – and even 
which ones you’ve actually turned 
on. We take a look at the different 
types and what symbols to look for on 
your dash.  

DAYTIME RUNNING LIGHTS
DRLs are very common on new 
vehicles and, as the name suggests, 
they’re designed to make a car more 
visible (and therefore safer) when the 
sun’s up. They automatically light up 
when the engine starts, but are illegal 
to use at night and must be wired so 
they turn off when the headlights are 
activated. Don’t confuse them with fog 
lights, which are quite different. 

FOG LIGHTS 
If your car has them, they should be 
used in hazardous conditions like fog, 
dust or heavy rain, as they have a low 
wide beam that’s handy during poor 
visibility. Don’t forget to switch them off 
when the weather clears up, as they 
can dazzle other drivers. Some drivers 
get confused and use these instead 
of DRLs.

WHEN TO 
TURN THEM ON

WHY SO BRIGHT?

We’ve all seen them – those dazzling 

bright-white headlights with the bluish 

tinge. So what are they, and are 

they legal? 

These contentious features are 

High Intensity Discharge lights – also 

known as HIDs or xenons. They’re a 

relatively new kid on the block and, 

initially, were only fitted to luxury 

cars. But in recent years, they’ve 
become more widespread – and 
so have the concerns about their 
brightness… not surprising, given 
they’re up to three times brighter than 
traditional headlights. 

They are legal when fitted correctly, 
but are subject to strict regulations. 
First up, they must have a self-levelling 
mechanism to keep them pointed 
down towards the road, so if the 
rear of a car is weighed down by 
a caravan – or a dozen Christmas 
hams – the level of the lights will 
adjust accordingly. They must also 
be fitted with washers to clean off 
any grime, as this causes the beams 
of light to scatter into the eyes of 
oncoming motorists.

When fitted by car manufacturers, 
these lights shouldn’t cause too many 
issues. The annoying glare generally 
comes when people buy aftermarket 
kits, which usually aren’t self-levelling, 
don’t have washers and aren’t road 
legal. Get caught using these lights 
illegally and you could be hit with 
a fine. 

AANT’s advice? For driving around 
town, there’s really no need to 
change the headlights fitted by the 
manufacturer. If you’re keen to light up 
the night during country or outback 
drives, it’s best to fit dedicated driving 
lights to the front of the vehicle (more 
on these later).  

Images © iStock, AANT.

motor news

INTO THE FUTURE

Surely car makers can’t do much else to 
revolutionise something as mundane as 
the humble headlight, right? 

Think again. There’s some pretty nifty 
technology out there, such as automatic 
high beams that detect the amount of 
radiance coming from street lamps or 
other cars, then trigger or deactivate the 
high beams as needed.

There’s ‘cornering’ or ‘adaptive’ lights 
that actually shine around bends (pictured). 
These basically rotate with the car as you 
turn the steering wheel, illuminating the 
part of the road you actually need to see. 

Meanwhile, it might sound a bit James 
Bond-like, but lasers are the latest type of 
lights being installed on cars. It’s claimed 
they have double the range of a normal 
headlight and are far more efficient, 
meaning less energy is used. 

Many of these features are already 
available on higher-end vehicles and will 
make their way down to the mainstream 
market over the next few years. Let’s 
just say the future of car lights is looking 
pretty bright (pardon the pun, we couldn’t 
help ourselves)!

www.aant.com.au  98   dec 2016
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CLEANING YOUR 
HEADLIGHTS 

motor news

2015–16 members’ report

2015–16 members’ report

Did you know plastic car headlights get cloudy, yellowish and 
degrade overtime, meaning they won’t be as effective? They’ll 
probably need a little more attention than you’ll find at a basic car 
wash, so follow these steps to make them shine like new. 

1. CLEAN THE AREA
Before you start, get rid of any other dirt or residue. Soapy water or window cleaner are good options to 
give your headlights a wipe before you get down to business. 

2. PROTECT THE PAINT
Regardless of what you’re using to touch-up your lights, it’s always a good idea to make sure chemicals 
don’t come in contact with the paint. If they do, they could strip it, or cause it to bubble or rust prematurely. 
Get some painter’s or masking tape and place it around the edges of the lights.

3. GET ABRASIVE
Next, you'll need a headlight restoration kit. Sold at all good automotive retailers, these generally come 
with a selection of grit pads made especially for the task at hand. Make sure the pads are wet and read 
the instructions carefully. You'll need to use a bit of elbow grease to wear down layers of damage. Keep 
scrubbing until the plastic develops a satin consistency.

4. BUFF
Polishing compounds work a treat, and you can pick these up from your local automotive store with the 
other tools and accessories – it’s always a good idea to ask the store attendant whether the particular 
product is suited to your car. Most headlight restoration kits come with a finishing sealant, so now’s the time 
to use it. 

5. RINSE
Using water and a clean cloth, remove any residue. Then, admire your work! 

GOVERNANCE

This year saw a significant amount of investment into the association 
and members and the launch of a new AANT insurance product and a 
new Roadside Service delivery model. As a result AANT produced an 
operating loss this year, however the full effect of the strategic initiatives 
undertaken in 2015-16, particularly the Insurance product, will be 
seen in the financial results from 2016-17 onwards. AANT continues to 
maintain a robust financial position with $3.01m in total equity.

Councillors this year have remained stable with one addition Ms 
Cassandra Emmett appointed on 7 June. By rotation, the three retiring 
councillors, Doug Phillips, Graeme Buckley and Cassandra Emmett 
offered themselves for re-election. On behalf of the members, I extend 
thanks to all members of the council for your considerable contribution 
to the Association, in a purely voluntary capacity.

IN CLOSING

With our new Insurance product in place, enhanced road service 
delivery and the continued support of our affiliated interstate clubs and 
benefits from our investment strategies, we are in a sound position with 
member services and revenue increasing for growth ahead.

Roadside assistance remains a core product for members. Our staff, 
once again have been outstanding throughout the year in facing the 
challenges associated with significant change and their continued 
commitment to meeting members’ needs and expectations. On behalf 
of the board, I record our thanks to all AANT staff and the roadside 
contractor network for their dedication and commitment.

As a team we aim to continue to grow and enhance the service, 
member benefits and member outcomes going forward.

David Loy 
AANT PRESIDENT

PUBLIC POLICY MATTERS

AANT continued its advocacy this year with several submissions to 
Government (NT and the Commonwealth), ACCC, media releases and 
radio interviews. The Council regards this as one of our priority areas 
and utilises the expertise of the Australian Automobile Association 
(AAA) and constituent clubs to provide technical and back-up support 
on matters of national interest. Leading up to the federal election we 
launched the “Keep Australia Moving” campaign which generated over 
27,000 emails to local candidates, including 61 emails to NT electorates 
Solomon and Lingiari to demand funding for local road and motoring 
projects. Since AANT launched a strategic partnership with United 
Petroleum to increase competition in the fuel market, Territorians have 
enjoyed some of the lowest fuel prices in Australia with members 
having saved over $600,000 via the 6c per litre discount since launch. 

AUSTRALIAN AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION (AAA)

During the year, Byron Henderson (AANT Chief Executive) and I 
represented AANT on the Board of the AAA. The relationships and 
ability to share resources and best practice through the association is 
invaluable and will continue into the future.

www.aant.com.au  1110   dec 2016



auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity’s preparation 
and fair presentation of the financial report in order to design audit 
procedures that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the 
purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the entity’s 
internal control. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness 
of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting 
estimates made by council members, as well as evaluating the overall 
presentation of the financial report.  

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and 
appropriate to provide a basis for our audit opinion.  

INDEPENDENCE

In conducting our audit, we have complied with the independence 
requirements of the Australian professional accounting bodies. 

AUDITOR’S OPINION

In our opinion, the financial report presents fairly, in all material respects, 
the financial position of Automobile Association of the Northern 
Territory Incorporated as at 30 June 2016, and its financial performance 
and cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with Australian 
Accounting Standards and the Northern Territory of Australia 
Associations Act.

BDO Audit (NT)
C J Sciacca 

Audit Partner
Darwin: 1 October 2016

2015–16 members’ report

AANT FINANCIALS

The following is an extract from the Annual Financial Report of the 
Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Incorporated for the 
year ended 30 June 2016. Please note that the full financial report is 
available online at www.aant.com.au

COUNCIL’S REPORT

Your council members submit the financial statements of The 
Automobile Association of the Northern Territory Incorporated (“the 
Association”) for the financial year ended 30 June 2016.

COUNCIL MEMBERS

The names of council members during the financial year are  
as follows: 

¡  Mr David Loy (President)

¡  Mr Grant Fenton (Vice President)

¡  Mr Douglas Phillips 

¡  Mr Graeme Buckley 

¡  Ms Suzanne Morgan                                               

¡  Mr Quentin Kilian 

¡  Mr Trevor Cox 

¡  Mr Mark Olivetta 

¡  Ms Cassandra Emmett (Appointed 7 June 2016)

PRINCIPAL ACTIVITY

The principal activity of the Association during the financial year was the 
provision of roadside assistance services and other motoring/touring 
related services to Members of the Association. There is no change in 
the principal activity since last financial year.

OPERATING RESULT

The net current year loss was $468,647 (2015: $251,972).

COUNCIL’S STATEMENT

In our opinion:

(a) the accompanying Statement of Comprehensive Income presents 
fairly the performance of the Association for the year ended  
30 June 2016;

(b) the accompanying Statement of Financial Position presents fairly  
the financial position of the Association as at 30 June 2016.

(c) the accounts of the Association have been properly prepared and 
are in accordance with the books of account of the Association; and

(d) there are reasonable grounds to believe that the Association will  
be able to pay its debts as and when they fall due.

Signed in accordance with a resolution of the Council Members.

Date: 21 September 2016
Darwin

David Loy 

President  

Grant Fenton 

Vice President

aant financials
INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS 
OF THE AUTOMOBILE ASSOCIATION OF THE NORTHERN 
TERRITORY INCORPORTED

We have audited the accompanying financial report of Automotive 
Association of the Northern Territory Incorporated, which comprises 
the statement of financial position as at 30 June 2016, the statement 
of comprehensive income, the statement of changes in equity and the 
statement of cash flows for the year then ended, notes comprising 
a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory 
information, and council member’s declaration.

COUNCIL MEMBERS’ RESPONSIBILITY FOR  
THE FINANCIAL REPORT 

Council members are responsible for the preparation and fair 
presentation of the financial report in accordance with Australian 
Accounting Standards and the Northern Territory of Australia 
Associations Act, and for such internal control as the council members 
determine is necessary to enable the preparation and fair presentation 
of the financial report that is free from material misstatement, whether 
due to fraud or error. 

AUDITOR’S RESPONSIBILITY 

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on the financial report based 
on our audit. We conducted our audit in accordance with Australian 
Auditing Standards. Those standards require that we comply with 
relevant ethical requirements relating to audit engagements and plan 
and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether 
the financial report is free from material misstatement.  

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence 
about the amounts and disclosures in the financial report. The 
procedures selected depend on the auditor’s judgement, including the 
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial report, 
whether due to fraud or error. In making those risk assessments, the 
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Income statement for the year ended 30 June 2016

2016 2015 

$ $

Revenue 4,521,614 4,757,707

Member services expenses (2,675,078) (2,832,544)

Administration fees (616,289) (588,720)

Employee benefits (893,898) (720,667)

Other expenses (813,229) (879,778)

Profit/loss before income tax (476,880) (264,002)

Income tax expense 1,571 12,030

Total income/loss for the year (468,647) (251,972)

Financial position statement as at 30 June 2016
2016 2015

$ $

Current assets

Cash and cash equivalents 3,320,432 1,160,663

Trade and other receivables 113,526 161,983

Financial Assets 998,074 3,860,487

Inventories 67,291 63,813

Total current assets 4,499,323 5,246,946

Non-current assets

Plant and equipment 361,130 330,924

Intangibles 594,977 667,360

Deferred tax asset                                            16,876 16,047

Total non-current assets 972,983 1,014,331

Total assets 5,472,306 6,261,277

Current liabilities

Subscriptions and income in advance 1,303,566 1,309,936

Trade and other payables 507,764 678,634

Provisions 115,946 84,910

Loans and Borrowings 158,400 158,400

Total current liabilities 2,085,676 2,231,880

Non-current liabilities

Provisions 13,393 31,226

Deferred tax liability 9,184 7,071

Loans and Borrowings 356,400 514,800

Total non-current liabilities 378,977 553,097

Total liabilities 2,464,653 2,784,977

Net assets 3,007,653 3,476,300

Equity

Retained earnings 3,000,991 3,476,300

Total equity 3,007,653 3,476,300

Cash flow statement for the year ended 30 June 2016

2015 2014

$ $

Cash flows from operating activities

Receipts from members and customers 4,293,244 4,158,310

Payments to suppliers and employees (5,211,136) (4,236,398)

Interest received 122,120 183,792

Commissions received 154,708 414,163

Net cash provided by / (used in) investing activities (641,064) 519,867

Cash flows from investing activities

Movement in term deposit investments 3,860,487 (133,348)

Purchase of financial assets (988,557) -
Purchase of fixed assets (71,096) (784,447)

Net cash flows used in investing activities 2,800,834 (917,795)

Net increase/(decrease) in cash and  
cash equivalents

2,159,769 (397,926)

Cash and cash equivalents at beginning  
of financial year

1,160,663 1,558,589

Cash and cash equivalents at end  
of financial year

3,320,432 1,160,663

Changes in equity statement for the year ended 30 June 2016

Retained Earnings Total

$ $

Balance at 1 July 2014 3,728,272 3,728,272

Loss for the period (251,972) (251,972)

Other comprehensive income / (loss) - -
Total comprehensive income for the year (251,972) 3,476,300

Balance at 30 June 2015 3,476,300 3,476,300

Balance at 1 July 2015 3,476,300 3,476,300

Loss for the period (475,309) (475,309)

Other comprehensive income / (loss) - 6,662

Total comprehensive income / (loss) for the year (475,309) (468,647)

Balance at 30 June 2016 3,000,991 3,007,653

2015–16 members’ report
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Show Your Card & Save

Solar-powered cars could be popping 
up in supermarket car parks. At least, 
that’s the dream of Queensland-based 
racing and research team, Clenergy 
TeamArrow. Their prototype – which they 
plan to race at next year’s challenge – 
is being designed in conjunction with 
Queensland's Transport Department so 
that it can be registered for driving on the 
road, which would make it the world’s first 
commercial solar car. It’ll run all day while 
the sun is shining, but will also feature a 

Road registrable  
solar car

A CAMPS 8 BOOK WIN

WIN a Camps 8 book 
Automobile Association of the NT Inc. 
GPO Box 2584 
DARWIN NT 0801

Ford: a look back 

With the last Australian-made Ford rolling off 
the line earlier this year, here’s a brief look back 
at the company’s time in Oz.

• When Ford Australia, a subsidiary of Ford 
Canada, was established in 1925, the 
company’s first job was assembling the 
iconic Model-T.

• The first Australian-designed Ford ute 
appeared in 1934, following a request from 
a farmer’s wife for a vehicle to go to church 
in on Sunday that could also carry the pigs 
to market on Monday.

• The first Falcons were adapted from the US 
model, but from 1972 they were designed 
and produced in Australia. 

• The last Falcon to roll off the line was a 
blue XR6.

did you 
know 

Australia’s version of Route 66, the Barkly 

Highway – which runs east from Threeways 

– was named after Sir Henry Barkly? He was 

Governor of Victoria from 1856 to 1863, and 

his appointment to the post attracted the 

highest salary in the British Empire at 

that time. 

Not just for Spider-Man 
Motoring technology’s come a long 
way in recent years, and now it’s the 
car seat’s turn for a makeover. At 
this year’s Paris Motor Show, Lexus 
unveiled a new spider-web-like car 
seat that certainly looks unusual 
– and even a little creepy – but is 
actually designed for better comfort 
and support.
Made of environmentally friendly 
synthetic silk, rather than plastic, the 
concept seat flexes with the car’s 
movements to stabilise the head and 
provide better shock absorption.
The ultra-light, spider-web design 
moulds to the passenger’s shape 
and weight to make sitting more 
comfortable – especially on 
longer trips.

battery pack that gives it a range of up 
to 400km at highway speeds and about 
1000km around town. It’ll only be a two-
seater, but there’ll be storage space in the 
boot and under the bonnet.

motor news

Images © Lexus, Cleherg TeamArrow. Show Your AANT  
Membership Card & Save
At Specsavers, AANT Members can now choose from a range of great offers, including 25% 
off one pair of glasses complete with standard single vision lenses from the $149 range or 
above*. Simply head in to your nearest Specsavers store and show your Membership Card.

*Price complete with standard single vision lenses with scratch resistant coating. Multifocals and bifocals also available at an extra cost. Extra options not included. Price 
for other lens types may differ. Price correct at time of print. Not to be used in conjunction with any other offer including 2 pairs for 1 low price. Valid auto club card must 
be presented at time of purchase.

Conditions: The competition commences 5 December with the last mail on 17 February 2017. Total prize pool 
is valued at $89.95. Entry is open to all AANT Members. The first entry drawn that fulfils the competition criteria 
will win the prize. The draw will take place at AANT, 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, at 2pm on 21 February. The 
winner will be notified by mail or phone within 14 days of the draw date. The winner will be published in the 
March 2017 issue of ntmotor, published on 13 March 2017. Prizes cannot be exchanged or redeemed for cash. 
Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. The promoter is the Automobile Association of 
the Northern Territory Inc., 2/14 Knuckey Street, Darwin, NT 0800 ABN 13 431 478 529.

Meticulously researched, this latest edition from the Camps Australia Wide crew lists thousands of 
free and low-cost campgrounds. Using HEMA maps to help you find your way around the country, this 
comprehensive, hard-cover book is spiral-bound so it can be conveniently opened to the required page.  
It also includes over 2550 photos of campsites, so you know what to expect before you arrive, plus 
information on mobile-phone coverage, pet-friendly sites and dump points. For your chance to win, write 
your name, address and AANT Membership Number on the back of – or inside – an envelope and post it to: 
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Visit the  
AANT Shop

NEW
 

PRODUCT!

Alcolizer - 
Personal Breathaliser

Go Travel
Luggage Scale

$639.00
Members Price

RRP $699.00

 $215. 10
Members Price

RRP $299

 
$16.  95
Members Price

RRP  $31.95

 $14.95
Members Price

RRP $19.95

International
Driving Permits

Lonely Planet
Travel Guides

 $9.95
Members Price

RRP $10.95

$40. 00
Members Price

RRP $40.00

$13. 99
Members Price

RRP $19.99

NEW

Go Travel
Kids Pillows

HEMA
HX-1 Navigator Logical Distribution

RFID - Blocking 
Sleeve

VISIT THE AANT SHOP, CORNER OF KNUCKEY AND SMITH STREET,  
OR ORDER OVER THE PHONE ON 08 8925 5901.

Catalogue offers valid from 15 December 2016 to 14 March 2017 or until stocks last.
Prices are correct at the time of print.

Go Travel
Power 
Banks
Single & Double

$19.95
Members Price From

RRP $29.95

$159.95
Members Price From 

RRP From $189.95

Go Travel
Luggage 
Locks

$13.05
Members Price From

RRP From $14.50

$150.00

Britax
Platinum Pro

Members Price

RRP $749.00

$659.00

   

Bombing of Darwin
License Plate 
(all money raised goes to NT Legacy)

Antler
Cyberlite II - Cabin, Medium & Large sizes 
available individually or as a set

St John’s
First Aid
Kits

RRP From $32.95

Members Price From

$27.95
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Ask an expert…

Find out more by calling AANT's Technical Advisory Service  
on 1300 661 466

motoring

STUART PARK Brian Turner Automotive 
35 Stuart Highway 8981 9191

WINNELLIE NT Auto Repairs 
9 Steele Street 8947 4746

WINNELLIE St John Ambulance Darwin 
7 Raphael Road 8922 4435

WINNELLIE Winnellie Auto Centre 
370 Stuart Highway 8984 4448

WOOLNER Auto Inspection and Road Service• 
Unit 15/34 Bishop Street 8981 7333 

WOOLNER Paul’s Service Centre 
6 Charlton Court 8941 1322

YARRAWONGA Atic Mechanical Repairs  
Shed 2–3, 17 Beresford Road 8932 2002

specialist repairers 
automotive windscreens
ALICE SPRINGS 
Trusty Windscreen Service 
31 North Stuart Highway  8952 3322

COCONUT GROVE Windscreens Territory 
2 Totem Road  8948 1288

YARRAWONGA Top End Windscreens & Tinting 
4 McCourt Road 8932 4040

STUART PARK O’Brien Glass 
38 Stuart Highway         8923 1600

WINNELLIE Top End Windscreens & Tinting 
Unit 1/109 Reichardt Road        8947 4460

automatic transmissions
YARRAWONGA Ryan Sherwood Automatics 
4618 McEnzie Place 8983 1231

automotive electrician
BERRIMAH  
Cooltech Auto Electrical & Airconditioning 
4/4 Moo Street  8947 2685

COCONUT GROVE  
A&C Automotive Electrics• 
Unit 1/6 Travers Street  8948 1244

crash repairers 
ALICE SPRINGS Andrew Paterson Crash Repairs  
49 Priest Street  8952 6360

BERRIMAH Boscato Panel Works 
1140 McMillans Road 8984 3137

DARWIN Darwin Crash Repairs 
2 Finniss Street 8981 4000

WINNELLIE B & S Body Works 
85 Winnellie Road 8947 2251

mechanical repairers
ALICE SPRINGS Centralian Motors 
Corner North Stuart Highway  
and Dalgety Road        8952 2333

ALICE SPRINGS Peter Kittle Motor Co 
46 Stuart Highway         8955 4200

ALICE SPRINGS St John Ambulance  
74 Sargent Street       8950 0600

BERRIMAH Hidden Valley Auto Ctr  
9 Hidden Valley Road 8947 0060

CASUARINA Ultra Tune 
Casuarina Shopping Centre,  
247 Trower Road 8945 2122

COCONUT GROVE 
Ben’s Automotive Service Centre• 
47 De Latour Street 8985 5455

COCONUT GROVE Prompt Auto Repairs Pty Ltd• 
14 Travers Street         8985 6733

DARWIN All About Mechanical 
72 McMinn Street         8981 8228

PALMERSTON Ultra Tune 
3 Muluka Street 8931 3411

STUART PARK Darwin Motor Group 
34 Stuart Highway 8946 4444

Automobile Association of the Northern Territory 

approved repairers

•AANT Battery StockistTerms and conditions apply. Visit www.aant.com.au for more information.

Yes – this is not only normal, it’s actually an intended part of a process 
that makes diesel cars more environmentally friendly than they used 
to be.

Years ago, it was common to see a constant cloud of black smoke 
coming from the back of diesel-powered cars. Modern vehicles, 
however, have a filter that traps soot and other particles, and stops 
them from being expelled into the air. This is known as a Diesel 
Particulate Filter (DPF). 

Like any filter, it needs to be cleaned from time to time and that’s 
where the cloud of smoke comes in. 
Simply put, when the DPF gets hot enough, the soot is burnt 
off leaving a small residue that’s released from the exhaust 
(aka the cloud).

Cars are designed to do this automatically; however, certain driving 
criteria need to be met to initiate the process. For example, some cars 

“My diesel car blew a small cloud 
of smoke when I was cruising on 
the freeway. Is this normal?” 

will need to be driven over 80km/h for more than 20 minutes. You 
should check your owner’s manual to see what’s needed for your car.
For this reason, it may be a problem if you buy a diesel vehicle for city 
use only. If the vehicle never sees higher-than-city speeds for long 
enough periods, the regeneration process may not take place, causing 
the filter to become blocked. 

If you see the DPF warning symbol light up on the dash, follow the 
instructions in your owner’s manual. If the light stays on, you’ll need to 
take it to a mechanic where they’ll either force the process to occur or 
replace the filter – both of which will cost you time and money. 

you’re buying is in need of the 90,000km 
service, be sure to shop around before getting 
the work done. 

The repair industry also tells us some 
models experienced problems with their 
tailgate operating motor – resulting in a 
clunking or whining noise when it’s being used 
– and this will cost about $1400 to fix. 

Underpinned by Toyota technology and 
quality, Lexus has aged well, and as the 
RX350 isn’t a real off-roader, it’s unlikely to 
have been bashed around underneath – but 
it’s still worth checking. 

If you need an affordable, roomy, city-centric 
SUV, with plenty of technology and luxurious 
finishing touches of leather and woodgrain, 
then the Lexus RX350 will fit the bill.

 

All car reviews are compiled by AANT Head of Technical and 
Automotive and Australia’s Best Cars judge, Mark Borlace.
Prices shown for used cars are approximate dealer retail prices 
for vehicles in average-to-good condition. These  
prices will vary depending upon vehicle condition and kilometres 
travelled. Source – Glass’s guide.  
For full range of prices, 
contact AANT  
Technical Advisory Service  
on 1300 661 466. 

Lexus gave premium European car 
manufacturers a run for their money in 2008 
when it released the all-new RX350. Indeed, 
with a similar level of quality, creature comforts 
and technology, the compact SUV aimed to 
attract potential BMW and Mercedes-Benz 
buyers. Add to this a better price tag and 
more standard features than other high-
end European marques, and it’s not hard 
to see why the RX350 was a popular seller 
for Lexus. 

Three models make up this Lexus range, 
but the ones to look out for in the used-car 
market are the Sports Luxury and Special 
Edition variants. The mid-range Sports Luxury 
was the top seller of the bunch, and comes 
with a premium Mark Levinson sound system, 
satellite navigation and reversing camera. 

Under the hood is a 3.5-litre V6 engine, 
paired with a five-speed automatic 
transmission. This combination is surprisingly 
quick, and seamlessly delivers power to 
the 4WD system. And, while the RX350 
does have 4WD capability, its lower ground 
clearance, city tyres and longer overhang 
means its off-road ability only really extends to 
snow, sand and mud terrains. 

Look for an RX350 that’s already had its 
90,000km service, as this costs about $1200. 
This particular service is so costly because, 
on top of the regular safety checks, it includes 
replacing the pollen filter, spark plugs and 
brake fluid, among other things. If the Lexus 

PRICE RANGE
Sports $18,600–$23,500
Sports Luxury $18,900–$23,990
Special Edition $17,200–$21,800

PRICE WHEN NEW
Sports $77,631 
Sports Luxury $87,588
Special Edition $79,900

AVERAGE KILOMETRES
111,500km

CRASH RATING (ANCAP) 

GREEN VEHICLE GUIDE RATING

Lexus 
RX350   
2008

used car review

Need more advice on buying 
a used car? Members can call 
RAA’s free Technical Advisory 
Service on 1300 661 466 or email 
techadvisory@raa.com.au
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CLOCKWISE: Vineyards at Sevenhill Cellars; 
wine tasting at Sevenhill Cellars; exploring 
Mintaro Maze; Clare Valley cellar door. 

Mintaro Maze
Just down the road at Mick and Sharon 
Morris’ Mintaro Maze, over 800 individual 
conifers have melded together to form an 
elaborate hedge labyrinth. The object, of 
course, is to find your way to the centre and 
back out again, but along the way there a 
number of puzzles to solve. If all hope is 
lost then relax on a park bench and soak in 
the greenery. If you do return to the outside 
world, then have a go on one of the outdoor 
games, or pay a visit to the gnome garden. 
And be sure to check the spelling of the 
town’s name when planning your visit, 
unlike those who’ve experienced maze-free 
bewilderment at Monarto.

Burra
Only 41km from Clare, Burra is considered 
to be one of the best preserved 19th century 
mining towns in Australia. It’s like a theme 
park of historic buildings, and for a close-up 
look at some of the most significant sites, 
pop into the Visitor Information Centre for a 
Burra Heritage Passport key. Head behind 
the walls at Redruth Gaol; check out the 
displays at the fully restored Morphett’s 
Enginehouse, overlooking the water-filled 
open cut mine and duck underground to the 
network of tunnels beneath the old Unicorn 
Brewery. The detailed scale-model of the 
mine site in its heyday, on display at the Bon 
Accord Mine Complex, is truly a work of art. 

When it comes to afternoon in the valley, 
it might be time to drop into one of those  
30-odd cellar doors and tuck into a platter.

travel

Clare comforts 
As the wet season rolls in, it might be time to take a week off and head south…  
In SA’s Clare Valley you can take a leisurely bike ride through the countryside,  
explore a living maze, and taste some of the state’s finest wines. Story: John Pedler

Summertime in the Clare Valley means 
the green vines are flush with fruit, 
and a dry warmth hugs the land. It’s 

a great time to explore the region’s scenic 
gems and rich history, and get among some 
of the best food and wine in the country. To 
make your visit a memorable one, here are 
some of the top things to do.

Riesling Trail and 
winery tours 
You don’t need to be a power walker or a 
Tour de France contender to take on the 
Riesling Trail, a shared walking and cycling 
path that traverses some of the valley’s most 
breathtaking scenery. It passes through 
woodlands, vineyards and farmlands, and 
it’s not uncommon to encounter a flock of 
sheep or a kangaroo along the way. The trail 
extends from Barinia – north of Clare – to 
Auburn, and from either end, it rises steadily 
towards Penwortham in the middle. 

A short deviation across slightly hillier 
terrain will lead to the winery that started 
it all. There are more than 30 cellar doors 
in the Clare Valley, but it was the Jesuits 
of Sevenhill Cellars who first introduced 
vineyards to the region. Their aim was to 
make sacramental wine, but it turned out 
their drop was good enough to attract the 
attention of local settlers, and the rest is quite 
literally history. Guided or self-guided tours 
take in the winery’s 19th-century buildings, 
including the magnificent St Aloysius’ Church 
and the hand-excavated underground 
cellars, all constructed from local stone. 

Bungaree Station
If you’re keen to experience a couple of 
nights of 19th-century rural life (but with the 

added comfort of running water, flat-screen 
TVs and straw-free mattresses) then head 
to Bungaree Station. When the township 
was established in 1841, it was South 
Australia’s northern-most settlement. By the 
1880s, it was home to over 50 staff and their 
families, and around 100,000 sheep. A small 
village developed, which included a store, 
a blacksmith’s workshop, district council 
chambers and a church. Bungaree is still a 
working sheep station, and five generations 
of the founding Hawker family have kept the 
stone buildings in remarkably good nick. 
Self-guided walking tours are available and 
a number of the buildings are available for 
holiday rental. Why not spend a weekend in 
the Manager’s House, the Council Chambers 
or the Stallion Box?

Martindale Hall
Plonk a 32-room Georgian-styled mansion 
in the Australian bush and you’re bound to 
attract attention. That’s just what Edmund 
Bowman Junior did in the late 1870s when 
he commissioned the construction of 
Martindale Hall, and to ensure the job was 
done right, he brought 50 craftsmen over 
from the old country. With its parquetry 
floors, cavernous rooms and elegant 
staircase, this is clearly the house that wealth 
built. But a run of bad luck led to financial 
difficulties and William Mortlock bought the 
property, which is now in the care of the state 
government. The rooms are decked out in 
period furnishings and ornaments, including 
some of the Mortlock family’s possessions. 
The famous smoking room contains many 
of the treasures they collected from around 
the world, including that must-have item, a 
dugong skull. 
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Tiny towns 
of Tokyo
At first sight, Tokyo might seem like a daunting 
metropolis, but the city is actually a collection of 
small, friendly neighbourhoods, each with its own 
unique charm. Story: Ben Groundwater

Y ou could be mistaken for thinking you 
were no longer in Tokyo. The suburb 
of Shimokitazawa is only a few 

stops on the train from the dinging, flashing 
craziness, and yet it feels like another world.

There are barely any cars on these quiet, 
narrow streets. Gone are the skyscrapers 
too, replaced by little dollhouses – tiny 
apartment buildings and miniature homes. 
Everything here is on a small scale: the bars, 
the restaurants, the shops, the cafes and 
even the crowds.

Shimokitazawa is not the Tokyo you know, 
and yet in many ways it’s the real Tokyo. 
This sprawling megalopolis, this city with a 
population almost larger than Australia, can 
seem intimidating at first, but it doesn’t take 
long to realise that Tokyo is actually a vast 
series of small communities, a thousand 
tiny towns that are interconnected by rail 
and road. And all of these towns are worthy 
of exploration.

During the day, Shimokitazawa is quaint 
and quiet, a vintage lover’s paradise, filled to 
bursting with carefully curated second-hand 
stores, record shops and boutiques. It’s also 

home to the purveyors of some of Tokyo’s 
best coffee – for Australians missing their flat 
whites, a little cafe called Frankie, run by a 
former Melburnian barista, is just about the 
best place on Earth.

By night, ‘Shimokita’ begins to fill with the 
young and young at heart, as the arcade 
parlours ding and whir, the bars fill up, and 
the live music venues – places like Shelter, a 
former bomb shelter turn rock club – swing 
into action. It’s still a small place, still friendly. 
You just have more people to share it with.

A few stops down the railway line, 
however, in Yoyogi-Uehara, the vibe is still 
placid. This is the sort of suburb that the 
hipsters start coming to when they’ve grown 
out of the music venues and arcade parlours 
and want something more sedate. Here 
it’s all cute little streets lined with designer 
boutiques, homewares stores and upmarket 
restaurants like Fuku, which serves possibly 
the best yakitori in the entire city.

And what a city it is: sprawling, and yet 
approachable. Intimidating, and yet friendly. 

Granted, you may not believe that while 
you’re fighting the crowds in Shinjuku.  

CLOCKWISE: Sensoji Temple; 
yakitori: grilled chicken skewers; 
shopping at Shimokitazawa; 
a restaurant and bar street.
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10% OFF* AT REPCO EVERY DAY!

537586

DON’T FORGET TO SHOW 
YOUR CARD & SAVE.

*10% off applies to full retail price and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer 
or discount. Discount does not apply to purchases of motor vehicle, marine or deep cycle 
batteries, transmissions, engines & cylinder heads, satellite navigation devices, gift cards, 
combo deals, any trade purchases and trade workshop equipment. Discount does not apply 
to purchases from the Repco Authorised Service network. 

As an AANT member you’ll get 10% off* a wide range of parts, accessories and lubricants.
And if some Repco Know How is what you need, our friendly, expert staff are always ready 
to share their knowledge to help you get the job done. Repco has over 90 years of motoring 
Know How supplying parts, accessories and advice to millions of Australian drivers and 
motoring professionals. So if it’s time to change your oil or give  
your car a little extra care get into Repco. 

www.repco.com.au

Got an event you’d like promoted? 
Email ntmotor@raa.com.au

11 AND 18 DECEMBER    
Santa Visits the Wave Pool
Darwin Waterfront  
Pull out your swimmers and make a splash  
at Santa Fest. There will be lots of family fun,  
including a disco party, dance competitions,  
Christmas craft and, of course,  
a visit from Santa.   
www.waterfront.nt.gov.au/events

18 DECEMBER   
Todd Mall Market 
Alice Springs 
There are plenty of arts and crafts, 
jewellery and local produce to fill a 
Christmas hamper to bursting.  
Open from 9am to 1pm.    
www.toddmallmarkets.com.au

10 DECEMBER     
Sesame Street presents Elmo's  
Super Fun Hero Show 
Darwin Entertainment Centre 
Elmo and the gang will be in town to delight 
the kids with fun-filled adventure. There’ll be 
plenty of music and laughter to keep the little 
ones entertained.  
www.yourcentre.com.au

14 DECEMBER    
Paul Kelly and Charlie Owen  
Darwin Entertainment Centre 
Two legends of the Australian music scene, 
Paul Kelly and Charlie Owen will be treating 
fans in Darwin to songs from their exciting 
new collaboration, as well as some features 
from Kelly’s formidable canon of hits.   
www.yourcentre.com.au

19 FEBRUARY      
75th Anniversary of the Bombing of Darwin Day  
Various locations 
This February marks the 75th Anniversary  
of the bombing of Darwin. There will be  
a memorial service held at the USS Peary  
Gun Site and a commemorative service  
held at the Darwin Cenotaph, on The Esplanade.   
www.frontlineaustralia.com.au/75th-anniversary-events 

ON UNTIL 31 MARCH     
Field of Light Uluru 
See 50,000 coloured bulbs light  
up the desert sands near Uluru.  
The brain-child of artist,  
Bruce Munro, this remarkable  
installation adds extra wonder  
to this spectacular location.  
www.ayersrockresort.com.au/events

what’s on NT
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10 DECEMBER   
Darwin Symphony Orchestra  
– Master Series 4 (Babe) 
Darwin Convention Centre 
It’s been 21 years since the story of the little pig 
graced the silver screen. Now you can watch 
the film while the sounds of Nigel Westlake’s 
magical score fill the Convention Centre.  
www.dso.org.au

ON UNTIL 28 FEBRUARY  
Million Dollar Fish 
Darwin and surrounds 
What makes fishing even more fun?  
The chance of hooking a tagged barra  
worth a million dollars. There are also  
many other prizes to be won in this  
great competition. 
www.milliondollarfish.com.au

26 JANUARY 2017 
Australia Day Fun Run  
Darwin Waterfront Parklands (finish line) 
Why not get the endorphins pumping this 
Australia Day by joining the annual fun run? 
There are 2.5km and 5km options and  
loads of family-friendly entertainment. 
www.northernterritory.com/events

ABOVE FROM LEFT: An alley in 
Shimokitazawa; shopping on the 
streets of the Harajuku District.

Image © Getty, iStock.

You may not even feel it in the business 
district of Ginza. But it’s out there.

One train stop south of Shibuya, with its 
famously busy pedestrian crossing, and 
you’re in Ebisu, where the streets are narrow 
and overflowing with restaurants and bars. 
It takes a while to realise just how saturated 
this place is with options for dining and 
drinking – every basement, every ground 
floor, every first floor on every building seems 
to house something different and interesting 
and delicious.

There’s Western food at Da Michele, a 
Tokyo transplant of one of Naples’ most 
famous pizzerias. There’s seafood – delicate, 
delicious seafood – at Uoshin izakaya. 
There’s also whisky and classic rock at Bar 
Martha, possibly one of the coolest bars in 
the world (and it knows it).

But then you keep strolling south, 
over a hill, across a canal, and you’re in 
Nakameguro, another small town within a 
town, a buzzing little suburb with yet more 

good food, and a great local vibe. There are 
no tourist attractions in Nakameguro, no 
well-known museums or galleries or sights. 
It’s just a friendly, lively place, somewhere 
to grab dinner and a drink and feel like you 
really live in this amazing city.

Even Harajuku, that shopping Mecca 
famous for its high-end outlets and expensive 
restaurants, has its charms. It doesn’t take 
long to find your way off the busy main street 
there and into the local neighbourhood, with 
streets barely wide enough to fit one car, and 
small shops everywhere you look. This is 
what Tokyo does best: unique experiences 
on a small scale, tiny establishments run by 
uber-obsessives who specialise in just one 
thing. Maybe that’s T-shirts, or watches, 
or vintage boots, or sunglasses. You’ll 
find everything. 

You’ll even find history. Asakusa contains 
perhaps the last traces of old Edo, the 
ancient city that was to become modern 
Tokyo. This suburb in the city’s north-east 

still has the old paved streets, the homes 
with their wooden shutters, the izakayas, or 
snack bars, that feel like they’ve been there 
for centuries.

There are bona fide tourist attractions 
in Asakusa, from the Senso-ji temple to 
Nakamise-dori, the street of market stalls 
selling all the souvenirs and knickknacks you 
could possibly want. However, they aren’t 
the reason to come here. This is all about 
soaking up the feeling of living in another 
time, of seeing Tokyo the way it used to be 
before the skyscrapers and arcade parlours 
and shopping malls arrived. 

Like Shimokitazawa, and Ebisu, and even 
Harajuku, it feels like a small town trapped 
inside a far bigger city. But that’s Tokyo.
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AANT Members enjoy the best rate of the day15%
OFF

with Thrifty Car Rental in Australia & New Zealand.

Take a break!

08 8925 5901aant.com.au/thrifty AANT Darwin Office

Thrifty is AANT’s preferred car rental partner

Plus save more with these additional member benefits: 
• $5 off per day on protection options

• $3 off per day on GPS hire
• Free additional driver

*Terms & conditions apply. All offers are valid for commenced and completed rentals until 31 October 2017 unless otherwise stated. Must quote AANT Membership number at time of booking and present a valid
Membership card upon reservation & time of collection. 15% discount on best rate of the day, available at Thrifty locations in Australia and New Zealand only. Damage Waiver Premium Protection available at a 
discounted price of $22/day or Ultimate Protection at $28/day, both options discounted by $5/day, available in Australia only. Ultimate Protection is capped at 10 days per 30 day rental. New Zealand Protection 
Options include Total Protection Package & Accident Excess Reduction, both options discounted by $5/day. For more information on damage waiver products in Australia & New Zealand please speak to a consultant. 
Additional driver fee waived for AANT members, offer valid in Australia only. GPS unit hire available at a discounted daily price of $7.70 (Inc. GST) at selected locations in Australia only, usual daily rate is $11 and a 
capped rental price of $77.00 (Inc. GST) for a maximum of 30 days rental. Offers are subject to availability & cannot be used in conjunction with any other promotion, special offer or coupon. All car rentals must meet 
the standard age, driver licence and credit requirements of Thrifty. All rentals are subject to the terms and conditions of the Rental Agreement. For full terms and conditions go to aant.com.au/thrifty or speak to an 
AANT Travel consultant. AANT Travel Pty. Ltd. ABN 45 144 538 803. Lic No TAS025.


